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are a child’s first teachers, and we recognize 
their critical role in helping children do well 
in school. My Administration is committed 
to helping parents and schools ensure that 
every child has the best opportunity to learn 
and succeed. 

On Parents’ Day, we pay tribute to moth-
ers and fathers and celebrate the special 
bonds of love between parents and their chil-
dren. We also express our deep gratitude to 
parents who serve in the Armed Forces and 
those whose sons and daughters have an-
swered the call to defend our country. Our 
Nation is grateful for their honorable service 
and for the sacrifices family members make 
as their loved ones work to advance the cause 
of freedom. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
by virtue of the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and laws of the United 
States and consistent with Public Law 103– 
362, as amended, do hereby proclaim Sun-
day, July 22, 2007, as Parents’ Day. I call 
upon citizens, private organizations, and gov-
ernmental bodies at all levels to engage in 
activities and educational efforts that recog-
nize, support, and honor parents, and I en-
courage American sons and daughters to con-
vey their love, respect, and appreciation to 
their parents. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this twelfth day of July, in the year 
of our Lord two thousand seven, and of the 
Independence of the United States of Amer-
ica the two hundred and thirty-second. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
11:07 a.m., July 13, 2007] 

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the 
Federal Register on July 16. 

Memorandum on Waiver of 
Limitation on Obligation and 
Expenditure of $642.5 Million in 
Fiscal Year 2007 Economic Support 
Funds for Iraq 
July 12, 2007 

Presidential Determination No. 2007–27 

Memorandum for the Secretary of State 

Subject: Waiver of Limitation on Obligation 
and Expenditure of $642.5 million in Fiscal 
Year 2007 Economic Support Funds for Iraq 

Pursuant to the authority vested in me as 
President by the Constitution and the laws 
of the United States, including section 
1314(c)(2) of the U.S. Troop Readiness, Vet-
erans’ Care, Katrina Recovery, and Iraq Ac-
countability Appropriations Act, 2007 (Public 
Law 110–28) (the ‘‘Act’’), I hereby waive the 
requirements of section 1314(c)(1) for $642.5 
million of Fiscal Year 2007 Economic Sup-
port Funds for Iraq and direct you to submit 
to the Congress this determination along 
with the certification in accordance with sec-
tion 1314(c)(2) of the Act. 

You are hereby directed to publish this de-
termination in the Federal Register. 

George W. Bush 

Message to the Congress 
Transmitting the Initial Benchmark 
Assessment Report 
July 12, 2007 

To the Congress of the United States: 
Consistent with section 1314 of the U.S. 

Troop Readiness, Veterans’ Care, Katrina 
Recovery, and Iraq Accountability Appro-
priations Act, 2007 (Public Law 110–28) (the 
‘‘Act’’), attached is the report that assesses 
the status of each of the 18 Iraqi benchmarks 
contained in the Act and declares whether 
satisfactory progress toward meeting these 
benchmarks is, or is not, being achieved. 

This report has been prepared in consulta-
tion with the Secretaries of State and De-
fense; Commander, Multi-National Forces— 
Iraq; the United States Ambassador to Iraq; 
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