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longer with us. More than 2 million people 
have been forced from their homes. They’re 
fleeing the violence. And they go into refugee 
camps, and they head into neighboring coun-
tries like Chad and Central African Republic. 

And that’s why I appreciate your leader-
ship, Mr. President, to help these countries 
help these refugees. The resolution adopted 
today addresses the plight of the refugees in 
Chad and Central African Republic. In other 
words, it’s a step in the right direction. It’s 
a practical solution to a big problem. It’s a 
part of a grand solution, Mr. President. 
That’s why your leadership is appreciated. 

The resolution authorizes the deployment 
to these two nations of a robust European 
peacekeeping force and several hundred po-
lice and military advisers. This U.N. mission 
is going to help national and local govern-
ments exercise sovereignty over their terri-
tory. It’s going to allow workers to deliver 
humanitarian aid. That makes us feel good. 
We’re spending $2 billion so far on providing 
aid, and we want to make sure our aid gets 
to the people who need help. 

And that’s why the United States strongly 
supports the resolution and the mission. We 
continue to support swift implementation of 
existing resolutions of this Council. We want 
the words of this Council to mean something. 
We want it to be said, when the Council 
speaks on behalf of suffering people, those 
words will be followed by action. 

And so we call on the Government in 
Khartoum to facilitate the deployment of a 
robust U.N. peacekeeping force to save life. 
We call on all parties to cease arm sales to 
the combatants. We expect people gathered 
around this table to send a focused message 
that innocent life matters. We expect Presi-
dent Bashir to observe a cease-fire during 
next month’s peace talks, and we want the 
rebels to do the same. 

We’re tired—the message has got to be, 
we’re tired of people trying to escape the 
noose of pressure. We want the pressure to 
be uniform. Why? Because we believe in uni-
versal freedom and peace. 

The conflict in Darfur has claimed too 
many lives, and there’s too much suffering. 
The innocent victims of this conflict want 
only to return to their homes. They want to 

live in peace. And it’s our duty to help them 
realize that dream. 

Thank you, Mr. President. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:35 p.m. in the 
Security Council Chamber at United Nations 
Headquarters. In his remarks, he referred to 
President Nicolas Sarkozy of France, in his capac-
ity as President of the United Nations Security 
Council; Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon of the 
United Nations; Alpha Oumar Konare, Chair-
person, Commission of the African Union; and 
President Umar Hassan Ahmad al-Bashir of 
Sudan. 

Statement on the 50th Anniversary of 
the Integration of Central High 
School in Little Rock, Arkansas 

September 25, 2007 

Fifty years ago today, nine students en-
dured bitterness and violence because of the 
color of their skin and because of their con-
victions. As an Arkansas high school turned 
into a battleground for equality, the bravery 
of the Little Rock Nine inspired a generation 
of Americans. 

Today, we commemorate the 50th anni-
versary of the integration of Central High 
School. This anniversary reminds us of our 
Nation’s struggle to fulfill its founding prom-
ise for all Americans. We are also reminded 
of the resilience of the heroes who sacrificed 
for justice and equality. We honor their cour-
age, and we resolve to continue their work 
to make America a more perfect Union. 

Statement on the National 
Assessment of Educational Progress 

September 25, 2007 

Earlier today, the 2007 Nation’s Report 
Card, also known as the National Assessment 
of Educational Progress, was released. The 
news is outstanding. Eighth graders achieved 
their highest scores ever in math, while 
fourth graders set records in both reading 
and math. African American and Hispanic 
students posted alltime highs in a number 
of categories, which represents progress to-
ward closing the achievement gap. 
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