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of Staff. It includes two Secretaries of De-
fense, who relied on the General during
tough and trying times. And it includes a
President, who has counted on General
Pace’s candor and sound judgment during
some of the most difficult times in our coun-
try’s history.

During his service at the Pentagon, Gen-
eral Pete Pace has shown us many talents.
He’s shown an intellect sharpened by post-
graduate studies at George Washington and
Harvard. He’s shown us great oratorical
skills—this is a man who frequently speaks
without notes. I really don’t recommend this
to everyone. [Laughter] He’s shown a sharp
wit. When a naval commander once made
an edgy joke in front of the Secretary of De-
fense, the General stepped right in and gave
the young officer some advice. He said,
“Never let a promising career stand in the
way of a good joke.” [Laughter]

The most important attribute General
Pete Pace has shown us is a quiet strength.
It is a strength that has won the admiration
of friends and peers. It is a strength built
on the love and support of a strong and de-
voted wife, Lynne, and their family, Peter,
Lynsey, and Tiffany. It is a strength that gave
Pete solace in the tough and sometimes bit-
ter world of Washington, DC. It helped him
bring selflessness to a city filled with egos
and a dignity to a political process that might
have worn down lesser men. He now leaves
active service with a distinguished team in
place and a talented successor. And yet I also
have the sense that General Pace is not going
to end it all here. He’s a man who has always
put country first, and he will find new ways
to serve.

General Pete Pace always understood
what’s important. It wasn't titles he received
or honors bestowed, and it certainly was not
the good graces of official Washington. What
mattered most were the young men and
women who serve our country and risk their
lives for its honored cause. He kept a picture
on his desk of the first marine who died
under his command in Vietnam. He can still
recite the names of all other marines who
died under that first command. And because
this is a man with a tender heart, sometimes
it’s hard for him to get through all the names
without choking up a little bit.
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Pete has devoted his life to those who wear
our country’s uniform. And they are devoted
to General Pace. They're among the hun-
dreds who'’ve received his advice and friend-
ship. They’re among the thousands who lined
up at military bases during his final tour to
shake his hand and wish him well and say
goodbye. They're among the millions whose
names he will never know but who will al-
ways remember him. And they include that
single soldier who came up to the General
on his last visit to the war zone. He looked
at General Pace with gratitude, respect, and
pride and said, “Thanks for your service.
We'll take it from here.”

General Pace, throughout your life, you
have led those troops to honorable achieve-
ments and into the pages of history. Because
of your example, you can know that with
courage, valor, and confidence, they will take
it from here.

And so Godspeed to my friend General
Pete Pace. Thanks for your courage. Thanks
for your leadership. And thanks for your serv-
ice to a country we love.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 11:47 a.m. In his
remarks, he referred to former Secretary of De-
fense Donald H. Rumsfeld; and Gen. Richard B.
Meyers, USAF (Ret.), former Chairman, Joint
Chiefs of Staff.

Proclamation 8183—National
Domestic Violence Awareness
Month, 2007

October 1, 2007

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

Families are indispensable to a stable soci-
ety, and they should be a place of support
to instill responsibility and values in the next
generation. When a family member is
abused, it can have long-term damaging ef-
fects on the victim that leave a mark on fam-
ily, friends, and the community at large. Our
society must continue to work to prevent do-
mestic violence and help create a loving and
stable environment for our children and

grandchildren.
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National Domestic Violence Awareness
Month is an opportunity to renew our com-
mitment to preventing domestic violence and
to assisting those who suffer from its dev-
astating effects. My Administration is dedi-
cated to helping victims of domestic violence.
The Family Justice Center Initiative, an-
nounced in 2003, continues to work towards
eradicating domestic violence in our Nation.
This program provides assistance and serv-
ices for victims of domestic violence by
bringing professionals, advocates, law en-
forcement, and organizations together at cen-
ters nationwide. In 2006, I signed legislation
that reauthorized the Violence Against
Women Act to fight domestic violence, dat-
ing violence, sexual assault, and stalking. We
also are working with faith-based and com-
munity organizations to assist victims in need.
In addition, the Department of Justice’s Do-
mestic Violence Transitional Housing Assist-
ance Program provides access to transitional
housing services while working to move vic-
tims of violence into permanent housing.

As we observe National Domestic Violence
Awareness Month, we underscore our com-
mitment to building an America where all
citizens can live with dignity, work produc-
tively, and achieve their dreams. We encour-
age victims and their families and friends to
seek assistance through Family Justice Cen-
ters and to contact the National Domestic
Violence Hotline at 1-800—-799-SAFE. To-
gether, we can help prevent, recognize, and
stop domestic violence in America.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and the laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim October 2007 as
National Domestic Violence Awareness
Month. I urge all Americans to reach out to
those who have been abused and help edu-
cate people about the vital importance of
ending domestic violence.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this first day of October, in the year
of our Lord two thousand seven, and of the
Independence of the United States of Amer-
ica the two hundred and thirty-second.

George W. Bush
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[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
9:09 a.m., October 3, 2007]

NoTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on October 4.

Proclamation 8184—Child Health
Day, 2007

October 1, 2007

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

Our Nation is committed to the health and
well-being of our youth. On Child Health
Day, we reaffirm our commitment to helping
children develop good nutrition habits and
active lifestyles, so that they can grow into
healthy and productive adults.

Children today face many risks, such as
alcohol and drug use, obesity, smoking, and
other dangers. As parents and role models
to America’s youth, we have a responsibility
to teach them about the importance of
healthy behavior, daily exercise, and good nu-
trition.

My Administration supports programs that
give parents, mentors, and teachers the re-
sources they need to help and encourage
children to maintain an active and healthy
way of life. The National Youth Anti-Drug
Media Campaign is working with the Part-
nership for a Drug-Free America to educate
our young people about resisting the pres-
sure to use drugs. Additionally, the Helping
America’s Youth initiative, led by First Lady
Laura Bush, encourages our Nation’s chil-
dren to make healthy choices that lead to
a better future. The HealthierUS initiative
offers ways to improve lives, prevent and re-
duce the costs of disease, and promote com-
munity health and wellness. These nation-
wide initiatives provide the tools and re-
sources to help children learn the importance
of healthy living.

With hard work and dedication, parents
can encourage good nutrition and healthy
lifestyles so children can make the right
choices, avoid risky behavior, and realize
their full potential.

On this day it is also appropriate to recog-
nize the important role the State Children’s



