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National Domestic Violence Awareness
Month is an opportunity to renew our com-
mitment to preventing domestic violence and
to assisting those who suffer from its dev-
astating effects. My Administration is dedi-
cated to helping victims of domestic violence.
The Family Justice Center Initiative, an-
nounced in 2003, continues to work towards
eradicating domestic violence in our Nation.
This program provides assistance and serv-
ices for victims of domestic violence by
bringing professionals, advocates, law en-
forcement, and organizations together at cen-
ters nationwide. In 2006, I signed legislation
that reauthorized the Violence Against
Women Act to fight domestic violence, dat-
ing violence, sexual assault, and stalking. We
also are working with faith-based and com-
munity organizations to assist victims in need.
In addition, the Department of Justice’s Do-
mestic Violence Transitional Housing Assist-
ance Program provides access to transitional
housing services while working to move vic-
tims of violence into permanent housing.

As we observe National Domestic Violence
Awareness Month, we underscore our com-
mitment to building an America where all
citizens can live with dignity, work produc-
tively, and achieve their dreams. We encour-
age victims and their families and friends to
seek assistance through Family Justice Cen-
ters and to contact the National Domestic
Violence Hotline at 1-800—-799-SAFE. To-
gether, we can help prevent, recognize, and
stop domestic violence in America.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and the laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim October 2007 as
National Domestic Violence Awareness
Month. I urge all Americans to reach out to
those who have been abused and help edu-
cate people about the vital importance of
ending domestic violence.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this first day of October, in the year
of our Lord two thousand seven, and of the
Independence of the United States of Amer-
ica the two hundred and thirty-second.

George W. Bush
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[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
9:09 a.m., October 3, 2007]

NoTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on October 4.

Proclamation 8184—Child Health
Day, 2007

October 1, 2007

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

Our Nation is committed to the health and
well-being of our youth. On Child Health
Day, we reaffirm our commitment to helping
children develop good nutrition habits and
active lifestyles, so that they can grow into
healthy and productive adults.

Children today face many risks, such as
alcohol and drug use, obesity, smoking, and
other dangers. As parents and role models
to America’s youth, we have a responsibility
to teach them about the importance of
healthy behavior, daily exercise, and good nu-
trition.

My Administration supports programs that
give parents, mentors, and teachers the re-
sources they need to help and encourage
children to maintain an active and healthy
way of life. The National Youth Anti-Drug
Media Campaign is working with the Part-
nership for a Drug-Free America to educate
our young people about resisting the pres-
sure to use drugs. Additionally, the Helping
America’s Youth initiative, led by First Lady
Laura Bush, encourages our Nation’s chil-
dren to make healthy choices that lead to
a better future. The HealthierUS initiative
offers ways to improve lives, prevent and re-
duce the costs of disease, and promote com-
munity health and wellness. These nation-
wide initiatives provide the tools and re-
sources to help children learn the importance
of healthy living.

With hard work and dedication, parents
can encourage good nutrition and healthy
lifestyles so children can make the right
choices, avoid risky behavior, and realize
their full potential.

On this day it is also appropriate to recog-
nize the important role the State Children’s
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Health Insurance Program (SCHIP) has
played in helping poor children stay healthy.
To preserve that role and ensure that poor
children can get the coverage they need,
SCHIP should be reauthorized.

The Congress, by a joint resolution ap-
proved May 18, 1928, as amended (36 U.S.C.
105), has called for the designation of the
first Monday in October as “Child Health
Day” and has requested the President to
issue a proclamation in observance of this
day.

>17\Tow, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim Monday, October 1,
2007, as Child Health Day. I call upon fami-
lies, schools, child health professionals, faith-
based and community organizations, and
State and local governments to reach out to
our Nation’s young people, encourage them
to avoid dangerous behavior, and help them
make the right choices and achieve their
dreams.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this first day of October, in the year
of our Lord two thousand seven, and of the
Independence of the United States of Amer-
ica the two hundred and thirty-second.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
9:09 a.m., October 3, 2007]

NoTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on October 4.

Message to the Senate Transmitting
the Protocols to the Convention on
the Prevention of Maritime
Terrorism

October 1, 2007

To the Senate of the United States:

With a view to receiving the advice and
consent of the Senate to ratification, I trans-
mit herewith the Protocol of 2005 to the
Convention for the Suppression of Unlawful
Acts against the Safety of Maritime Naviga-
tion (the “2005 SUA Protocol”) and the Pro-
tocol of 2005 to the Protocol for the Suppres-
sion of Unlawful Acts against the Safety of
Fixed Platforms Located on the Continental
Shelf (the “2005 Fixed Platforms Protocol”)
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(together, “the Protocols”), adopted by the
International Maritime Organization Diplo-
matic Conference in London on October 14,
2005, and signed by the United States of
America on February 17, 2006. I also trans-
mit, for the information of the Senate, the
report of the Department of State with re-
spect to the Protocols.

The Protocols are an important compo-
nent in the international campaign to prevent
and punish maritime terrorism and the pro-
liferation of weapons of mass destruction and
promote the aims of the Proliferation Secu-
rity Initiative. They establish a legal basis for
international cooperation in the investigation,
prosecution, and extradition of those who
commit or aid terrorist acts or trafficking in
weapons of mass destruction aboard ships at
sea or on fixed platforms.

The Protocols establish the first inter-
national treaty framework for criminalizing
certain terrorist acts, including using a ship
or fixed platform in a terrorist activity, trans-
porting weapons of mass destruction or their
delivery systems and related materials, and
transporting terrorist fugitives. The Protocols
require Parties to criminalize these acts
under their domestic laws, to cooperate to
prevent and investigate suspected crimes
under the Protocols, and to extradite or sub-
mit for prosecution persons accused of com-
mitting, attempting to commit, or aiding in
the commission of such offenses. The 2005
SUA Protocol also provides for a ship-board-
ing regime based on flag state consent that
will provide an international legal basis for
interdiction at sea of weapons of mass de-
struction, their delivery systems and related
materials, and terrorist fugitives.

I recommend that the Senate give early
and favorable consideration to the Protocols,
subject to certain understandings that are de-
scribed in the accompanying report of the
Department of State.

George W. Bush

The White House,
October 1, 2007.

NOTE: This message was released by the Office
of the Press Secretary on October 2.



