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now so that Members of Congress can work
out their differences and send me these vital
bills as soon as possible.

I want to thank all those who are standing
with me today for their strong support for
our troops, our veterans, and our military

families. May God bless you all. Thank you.

NoTE: The President spoke at 1:48 p.m. in the
Roosevelt Room at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to Gen. David H. Petraeus,
USA, commanding general, Multi-National
Force—Iraq.

Letter to the Speaker of the House of
Representatives Transmitting a
Request for Fiscal Year 2008
Supplemental Appropriations for
Ongoing Military and Intelligence
Operations and Selected Other
International Activities

October 22, 2007

Dear Madam Speaker:

I ask the Congress to consider the en-
closed amendments to my FY 2008 Budget
request that will provide additional resources
for ongoing military and intelligence oper-
ations in support of Operation Iraqi Free-
dom, Operation Enduring Freedom, and se-
lected other international activities. These
funds will support U.S. efforts to improve
stability in these regions. This request is also
consistent with the assessments provided by
General David Petracus and Ambassador
Ryan Crocker last month and my Iraq
Benchmark Assessment Report, as it contains
funds to maintain the current pace of oper-
ations into FY 2008 and takes into account
plans to redeploy five Army brigades by next
summer, should conditions on the ground
permit.

This request includes funds to improve the
protection of our forces by procuring addi-
tional Mine Resistant Ambush Protected ve-
hicles, which have proved highly effective in
countering improvised explosive devices. It
also supports pre-deployment training for
ground forces; supports the repair, replace-
ment, or supplement of equipment worn out
or lost in military operations; upgrades equip-
ment based on lessons learned to date; re-
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plenishes depleted prepositioned stocks; and
fills shortages in non-deployed units caused
by the creation of equipment pools in the-
ater.

In addition, it helps support our military
and their families by funding a range of need-
ed services. For example, the request funds
the development of a sustainable medical
and rehabilitation system to properly care for
our wounded warriors. The request also
funds enhanced support for servicemembers
and their families to mitigate the effect of
repeated and continued deployments of the
all-volunteer force.

These amendments include funding for
urgent and unanticipated international pro-
grams, including support for extraordinary
security and operating costs associated with
U.S. diplomatic activity in Iraq and Afghani-
stan, for assistance to internally displaced
persons in Iraq and Iraqi refugees, and to
help create political and economic stability
in Afghanistan.

I hereby designate the specific proposals
in the amounts requested herein as emer-
gency requirements. This request represents
urgent and essential requirements and I en-
courage you to take up this FY 2008 funding
as soon as possible. The details of the request
are set forth in the enclosed letter from the
Director of the Office of Management and
Budget.

Sincerely,

George W. Bush

Remarks on Presenting
Posthumously the Congressional
Medal of Honor to Lieutenant
Michael P. Murphy

October 22, 2007

Please be seated. Good afternoon, and
welcome to the White House. The Medal of
Honor is the highest military decoration that
a President can bestow. It recognizes gal-
lantry that goes above and beyond the call
of duty in the face of an enemy attack. The
tradition of awarding this honor began during
the Civil War. And many of those who have
received the medal have given their lives in
the action that earned it.



