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The President’s Radio Address
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Good morning. On Thursday, I traveled
to California to visit communities ravaged by
wildfires. I walked with a married couple
through the charred remains of their home.
I met with emergency responders. I talked
with displaced families at a disaster assistance
center. And I made a pledge to the people
of California on behalf of all Americans: We
will help you put out the fires, get through
the crisis, and rebuild your lives.

State and local authorities in California
were well prepared for this crisis, and they
responded quickly and effectively. Officials
warned those in danger, moved residents out
of the path of the flames, and set up dozens
of shelters for thousands of people.

State officials also reached out to the Fed-
eral Government for help, and we re-
sponded. Shortly after the fires broke out,
we started mobilizing and providing assist-
ance, including the deployment of Federal
firefighters and aircraft to drop fire retardant
on the fires. As high winds spread the fires,
Governor Schwarzenegger requested more
Federal help. Within 1 hour of that request,
we approved an emergency declaration that
authorized Federal Agencies across the Gov-
ernment to help State and local responders
save lives, protect property, and maintain
public health and safety.

On Wednesday, I issued a second declara-
tion. This action made additional Federal
funding available to the residents of the
counties affected by the wildfires so they can
recover and rebuild. This Federal assistance
includes grants for temporary housing and
home repair, low-cost loans to cover unin-
sured property losses, loans for small-busi-
ness owners, and funding to help clean up
debris.

I was impressed by the performance of the
first-responders I met in California. Despite

the challenges of high winds and dry weath-

er, firefighters are gaining the upper hand
and earning the gratitude of their fellow citi-
zens. Many of these brave men and women
have battled the blaze in triple-digit heat.
Some have worked around the clock. And
more than once, firefighting teams were
forced to take emergency shelter in their fire
tents when threatened by approaching walls
of flame. I was grateful for the opportunity
to meet them, and I thank them for their
courage.

I was also encouraged by the spirit of the
families I met. At one recovery center, I met
an amazing young girl named Alyssa
Lamborn. Alyssa told me, “T lost my house,
but I didn’t lose my home because my family
and my pets are safe.” I saw this same spirit
in many others who are grateful for their
safety and determined to rebuild.

People like Alyssa and her family are re-
ceiving help from their fellow Americans.
Some have opened their homes to strangers
who were evacuated and could not find a
hotel room. Doctors and nurses have an-
swered the call to help seniors who were
forced from their nursing homes. And volun-
teers from every walk of life have come for-
ward to provide food, clothing, and blan-
kets—and a shoulder to lean on.

I went to southern California with a mes-
sage: We want you to know, the country cares
for you. We're concerned about you, your
neighborhoods, and your homes. Things may
look dismal now, but there is a better day
ahead. And we will not forget you in Wash-
ington, DC.

Thank you for listening.

NoTE: The address was recorded at 7:50 a.m. on
October 26 in the Cabinet Room at the White
House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on October 27.
The transcript was made available by the Office
of the Press Secretary on October 26 but was em-
bargoed for release until the broadcast. The Office
of the Press Secretary also released a Spanish lan-
guage transcript of this address.
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Remarks Following a Meeting With
the House Republican Conference
October 30, 2007

Thank you all. T just had a very construc-
tive and important meeting with the leader-
ship and the Republican Members of the
United States House of Representatives. And
I want to thank you all for coming down,
and thank you for your leadership.

Congress is not getting its work done.
We're near the end of the year, and there
really isn’t much to show for it. The House
of Representatives has wasted valuable time
on a constant stream of investigations, and
the Senate has wasted valuable time on an
endless series of failed votes to pull our
troops out of Iraq. And yet there’s important
work to be done on behalf of the American
people.

They have not been able to send a single
annual appropriations bill to my desk, and
that’s the worst record for a Congress in 20
years. One of the important responsibilities
of the Congress is to pass appropriations bills,
and yet the leadership that’s on the Hill now
cannot get that job done.

They've also passed an endless series of
tax increases. You know, they proposed tax
increases in the farm bill, the energy bill, the
small-business bill, and of course, the SCHIP
bill. They haven’t seen a bill they could not
solve without shoving a tax hike into it. In
other words, they believe in raising taxes, and
we don’t.

Spending is skyrocketing under their lead-
ership—at least, proposed spending is sky-
rocketing under their leadership. After all,
they're trying to spend an additional $205 bil-
lion over the next 5 years. Some have said,
“Well, that doesn’t matter much; it’s not that
much money.” Well, 205 billion over the next
5 years in the real world amounts to this:
4.7 million per hour, every hour for every
day for the next 5 years. That’s a lot of
money.

And that doesn’t even include spending
that would actually pay for 2 million people
to move from private health insurance to an
inefficient, lower quality, Government-run
program. Despite knowing it does not have
a chance of becoming law, the Senate will
now take up the second SCHIP bill the
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House passed last week. I believe the Senate
is wasting valuable time. This bill, remark-
ably, manages to spend more money over 5
years than the first bill did.

After going alone and going nowhere,
Congress should instead work with the ad-
ministration on a bill that puts poor children
first; a bill that will take care of the poor
children that the initial bill said we got to
do; a bill that would stop diverting money
to adults. You realize some major States in
the United States spend more money on
adults than they do on children? We want
a bill that enrolls the more than 500,000 poor
children currently eligible for the program
who are not a part of the program.

We want to sit down in good faith and
come up with a bill that is responsible, be-
cause Congress has been unable or unwilling
to get its basic job done of passing spending
bills.

There are now reports that congressional
leaders may be considering combining the
Veterans and Department of Defense appro-
priations bills and then add a bloated labor,
health, and education spending bill to both
of them. It’s hard to imagine a more cynical
political strategy than trying to hold hostage
funding for our troops in combat and our
wounded warriors in order to extract $11 bil-
lion in additional social spending. I hope
media reports about such a strategy are
wrong; I really do. If they’re not, if the re-
ports of this strategy are true, I will veto such
a three-bill pileup. Congress should pass
each bill, one at a time, in a fiscally respon-
sible manner that reflects agreement be-
tween the legislative branch and the execu-
tive branch.

I again ask Congress to send me a clean
veterans funding bill that we have already
agreed to by Veterans Day, so we can keep
America’s promise to those who have de-
fended our freedom and are recovering from
injury. I again urge them to pass a clean de-
fense appropriations bill and a war supple-
mental bill to fund our troops in combat.

I know some on the Democrat side didn’t
agree with my decision to send troops in, but
it seems like we ought to be able to agree
that we're going to support our troops who
are in harm’s way. I know the Members feel



