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do this in a fair and efficient way. For exam-
ple, fees could be higher at peak hours and
at crowded airports, or takeoff and landing
rights could be auctioned to the highest value
flights. Market-based incentives like these
would encourage airlines to spread out their
flights more evenly during the day, to make
better use of neighboring airports, and to
move the maximum number of passengers
as quickly and efficiently as possible.

This concept is called congestion pricing.
It has shown results in other areas of our
economy—in other words, other parts of our
economy use congestion pricing. Some States
offer discounts to drivers who use E-ZPass,
which reduces long waits at the toll plaza.
Phone and electricity companies balance
supply and demand by adjusting their rates
during peak usage hours. Applying conges-
tion pricing to the aviation industry has the
potential to make today’s system more pre-
dictable, more reliable, and more convenient
for the travelers. Over the past 7 weeks, Fed-
eral officials have raised this idea with airlines
and airport representatives in the New York
area. And I've asked Secretary Peters and
Acting Administrator Sturgell to report back
to me about those discussions next month.

My administration will work swiftly to
carry out the measures I've announced today.
But to reform our aviation system in a way
American consumers deserve, we need ac-
tion from the United States Congress. In
February, my administration sent Congress
an FAA modernization bill that would im-
prove the aviation system for all involved.
The bill would upgrade aviation technology
by adopting a safer and more automated air
travel control system based on GPS tech-
nology, instead of the radar and radio-based
systems designed during World War II.

If we really want to solve this problem,
it’s time for Congress to modernize the FAA,
and we've given them a blueprint to do so.
The bill would employ market pricing to re-
duce congestion and ensure that airports
manage their schedules efficiently. The bill
would establish a new financing mechanism
and governing structure to ensure that these
reforms are carried out in wise and cost-ef-
fective ways.

There are people in Congress who under-
stand the need to act, starting with Senators
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Trent Lott and Senator Jay Rockefeller.
They're leaders in this area of modernization
of our—of the FAA. They understand that
business as usual is not good enough for
American travelers. And so do I, and so does
my administration.

I look forward to working with them to
get a good bill passed as soon as possible.
By working together, we can restore the con-
fidence of America’s consumers, improve the
efficiency of America’s airports, and bring
order to America’s skies.

Thank you very much.

NoTE: The President spoke at 1:26 p.m. in the
Roosevelt Room at the White House.

Proclamation 8203—America
Recycles Day, 2007
November 15, 2007

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

As citizens of this great Nation, we have
a responsibility to practice good environ-
mental stewardship. On America Recycles
Day, we underscore our commitment to con-
serving our resources by recycling.

Through curbside collections and drop-off
facilities, we are turning waste materials—
including plastic, glass, aluminum cans,
paper, tires, batteries, and building mate-
rials—into valuable resources. Recycling is
one of our Nation’s most successful environ-
mental initiatives, and my Administration is
working to increase opportunities for our citi-
zens, communities, and businesses to recycle.
The Resource Conservation Challenge, cre-
ated by the Environmental Protection Agen-
cy, encourages public and private partner-
ships to promote recycling. Through Plug-
In To eCycling, we are helping reduce waste
by providing consumers with information on
how and where they can donate or safely re-
cycle old electronics. Working together, we
can conserve valuable resources and energy
by managing materials more efficiently.

On America Recycles Day and throughout
the year, I encourage all Americans to recycle
appropriate materials and products. By recy-
cling, reducing greenhouse gas emissions,
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and conserving energy, we can help build a
healthier environment for everyone.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim November 15,
2007, as America Recycles Day. I call upon
the people of the United States to observe
this day with appropriate programs and ac-
tivities.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this fifteenth day of November, in
the year of our Lord two thousand seven,
and of the Independence of the United
States of America the two hundred and thir-
ty-second.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
9:54 a.m., November 16, 2007]

NoOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on November 19.

Proclamation 8204—Thanksgiving
Day, 2007

November 15, 2007

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

Americans are a grateful people, ever
mindful of the many ways we have been
blessed. On Thanksgiving Day, we lift our
hearts in gratitude for the freedoms we
enjoy, the people we love, and the gifts of
our prosperous land.

Our country was founded by men and
women who realized their dependence on
God and were humbled by His providence
and grace. The early explorers and settlers
who arrived in this land gave thanks for God’s
protection and for the extraordinary natural
abundance they found. Since the first Na-
tional Day of Thanksgiving was proclaimed
by President George Washington, Americans
have come together to offer thanks for our
many blessings. We recall the great privilege
it is to live in a land where freedom is the
right of every person and where all can pur-
sue their dreams. We express our deep ap-

1507

preciation for the sacrifices of the honorable
men and women in uniform who defend lib-
erty. As they work to advance the cause of
freedom, our Nation keeps these brave indi-
viduals and their families in our thoughts,
and we pray for their safe return.

While Thanksgiving is a time to gather in
a spirit of gratitude with family, friends, and
neighbors, it is also an opportunity to serve
others and to share our blessings with those
in need. By answering the universal call to
love a neighbor as we want to be loved our-
selves, we make our Nation a more hopeful
and caring place.

This Thanksgiving, may we reflect upon
the past year with gratefulness and look to-
ward the future with hope. Let us give thanks
for all we have been given and ask God to
continue to bless our families and our Nation.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim Thursday, No-
vember 22, 2007, as a National Day of
Thanksgiving. I encourage all Americans to
gather together in their homes and places of
worship with family, friends, and loved ones
to reinforce the ties that bind us and give
thanks for the freedoms and many blessings
we enjoy.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this fifteenth day of November, in
the year of our Lord two thousand seven,
and of the Independence of the United
States of America the two hundred and thir-
ty-second.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
9:54 a.m., November 16, 2007]

NoOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on November 19.

Remarks at the Federalist Society’s
25th Annual Gala Dinner
November 15, 2007

Thank you all very much. So much for the
dress code. [Laughter] T'm honored to be
with you. Thanks. I appreciate being with an
organization that understands the value of



