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When a bar association issues what it
claims are objective ratings about a nomi-
nee’s professional qualifications, yet suddenly
and without explanation lowers the rating of
a nominee on the eve of his confirmation
hearing, we lose something.

When government officials do their jobs
and make difficult legal decisions, only to
find their decisions later become the source
of outrageous partisan allegations, we lose
something.

And when the wife of a distinguished jurist
proudly attends his hearing and is brought
to tears by ugly and unfounded insinuations
that her husband is secretly a bigot, we lose
something.

Everyone in this room has watched a good
person who has had his or her name unfairly
tarnished by the confirmation process. What
you do not see are the good men and women
who never make it to the confirmation proc-
ess.

Lawyers approached about being nomi-
nated will politely decline because of the ug-
liness, uncertainty, and delay that now char-
acterizes the confirmation process. Some
cannot risk putting their law practices—their
livelihoods—on hold for long months or
years while the Senate delays action on their
nominations. Some worry about the impact
a nomination might have on their children,
who would hear dad or mom’s name unfairly
dragged through the mud, so they decide to
remove themselves from consideration.

When people like this decline to be nomi-
nated, they miss out on a great calling. But
America is deprived of something far more
important: the service of fair and impartial
judges.

This is bad news. There’s also good news,
and it'’s here in this room. Thanks in part
to your efforts, a new generation of lawyers
is rising. A new culture is taking root in our
legal community. And principled men and
women who understand the Constitution and
are able to defend it are finding their way
to our Nation’s law schools and law faculties
and law firms and even to the corridors of
power here in Washington, DC.

One of these good men is someone you
know well. He was nominated by my father,
and his confirmation process is a tale of all
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that is nasty and unkind in Washington. It
is also a tale of perseverance and triumph.

On the day this good man was to be sworn
in as a Justice on our Supreme Court, he
was driving to the White House with his wife.
As they waited at an intersection to make
a turn, an 18-wheeler came barreling up be-
side their car and came to an abrupt stop.
After a few seconds of trepidation, husband
and wife watched as the truck driver rolled
down his window, broke into a smile, and
gave them a big thumbs up. In the fine mem-
oir he recently published, Justice Clarence
Thomas describes the moment this way: “Vir-
ginia and I looked at each other in astonish-
ment and then thanked God for the good
people of this country.”

My appeal to you is this: Have faith in the
good people of this country. Be true to the
principles that brought you here tonight. And
never lose that sense of wonder you felt when
you first beheld the truths and wisdom of
our founding documents.

Thanks for having me, and may God bless
you.

NotE: The President spoke at 7 p.m. at Union
Station. In his remarks, he referred to Eugene
B. Meyer, president, Theodore B. Olson, mem-
ber, board of visitors, and Leonard A. Leo, execu-
tive vice president, Federalist Society.

Remarks Following a Meeting With
Prime Minister Yasuo Fukuda of
Japan

November 16, 2007

President Bush. Mr. Prime Minister, wel-
come to the White House. I really appreciate
the opportunity to get to know you better.
I'm looking forward to our lunch.

This is an important visit. It’s the first visit
the Prime Minister has taken since he has
assumed his important office. It’s a recogni-
tion that our alliance is vital for peace and
security. The alliance between our two coun-
tries is rooted deeply in our strong commit-
ments to freedom and democracy. The Prime
Minister and I are going to keep it that way.
One of the things we've decided to do is to
continue to make sure the U.S.-Japanese re-
lationship is the cornerstone of security and
peace. And I appreciate you being here.
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We'll continue to work together to advance
freedom, security, and prosperity in our re-
spective regions and beyond. We discussed
a lot of ways that we can make the world
a better place by working together. We dis-
cussed North Korea and the six-party talks.
I appreciate Japan’s participation in the six-
party talks. Together with China, Russia, and
South Korea, our two nations are pressing
North Korea to fulfill its obligation to aban-
don all its nuclear weapons programs as well
as its proliferation efforts. The six-party talks
have delivered measurable results. The plu-
tonium production facilities at Yongbyon are
now being disabled, under six-party super-
vision.

Hard work still remains to be done. North
Korea has agreed to provide a full declaration
of all its nuclear programs and proliferation
activities by the end of this year. Full declara-
tion is one of the next steps North Korea
must take to keep the six-party talks moving
towards the goal of a Korean Peninsula with-
out nuclear weapons.

We also discussed the issue of Japanese
citizens abducted by North Korea. I re-
minded the Prime Minister of one of the
most moving moments of my Presidency,
when the mother of a young girl who had
been abducted by the North Koreans came
to visit me. I told her, and I'm going to tell
the Japanese people once again, we will not
forget this issue.

I understand, Mr. Prime Minister, how im-
portant the issue is to the Japanese people,
and we will not forget the Japanese
abductees, nor their families.

We discussed Afghanistan and Iraq. Japa-
nese naval forces have made valued contribu-
tions to Operation Enduring Freedom,
which supports Afghanistan’s young democ-
racy. Over 6 years, Japanese vessels refueled
ships from 11 coalition nations nearly 800
times.

Mr. Prime Minister, I appreciate the great
leadership that you are showing as you work
to reauthorize the Japanese refueling mis-
sion. Japanese air defense—Self-Defense
Forces continue to serve bravely to support
coalition efforts in Iraq. Japanese planes have
flown more than 600 sorties, carrying more
than half a million tons of cargo from many
nations. And, Mr. Prime Minister, like I told
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you in the Oval Office, I appreciate the con-
tribution that the Japanese people are mak-
ing to help this young democracy.

We discussed the realignment of our mili-
tary forces, and we’ll continue to do so with
Secretary Gates over lunch. Our two nations
continue to implement changes in our force
posture that will help our alliance meet the
challenges of the 21st century.

We discussed Iran. The Prime Minister
and I agree that a nuclear-armed Iran would
threaten the security of the Middle East and
beyond. Our two nations are united in our
efforts to change the regime’s behavior
through diplomacy. We agreed that unless
Iran commits to suspend enrichment, inter-
national pressure must, and will, grow.

We discussed Burma. The Prime Minister
and I condemned the regime’s crackdown on
democratic activists. We call for the release
of Aung San Suu Kyi and all other political
prisoners. We're for a genuine dialog be-
tween the regime and those who seek a
democratic future for Burma. U.S. sanctions
on the regime are in place. Japan has can-
celed an aid grant. The Prime Minister told
me his Government is reviewing other aid
projects to ensure that they directly benefit
the people of Burma.

We discussed our strong economic rela-
tionship. Prime Minister Fukuda and I dis-
cussed his plans for economic reform in
Japan. We discussed Doha and will continue
our discussions over lunch.

I think we're going to serve the Prime
Minister—I hope we serve him some good
U.S. beef, which is a good way to bring up
the subject of beef. We hope we're able to
have the Japanese market fully open to all
U.S. beef and beef products, consistent with
international guidelines.

We discussed climate change and energy
security. Our two nations share a similar ap-
proach to addressing the issues of climate
change and energy security. We see real
promise in our ongoing efforts to bring major
developed and developing economies to-
gether around key elements of a future global
agreement on climate change and energy se-
curity. And the truth of the matter is, we
need to be in the lead, Mr. Prime Minister,
because it’s going to be our economies and
our nations that develop most of the new
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technologies that will enable us to be better
stewards of the environment.

And finally, we discussed the G-8, and I
want to thank you for taking the lead in the
G-8. I'm looking forward to attending.

All in all, we had a great discussion that
will be continued during lunch. Mr. Prime
Minister, welcome to the United States, and
I thank you for your friendship.

Prime Minister Fukuda. Well, on this
first overseas trip after taking office, I have
come to this one and only ally for Japan, the
United States of America. And I had a very
substantive meeting with President Bush just
now. And I look forward to a further ex-
change of views with the President after this.
But since this is a very good opportunity, I
would like to express some of my views on
the basis of the discussions we had earlier.

First of all, we agreed that Japan-U.S. alli-
ance is playing an indispensable role in ena-
bling Japan and the United States to address
global issues together and also provides the
basis for our active diplomacy vis-a-vis Asia.

For over half a century, Japan and the
United States at times have overcome dif-
ficulties together and have built a solid and
resilient alliance. And we today enjoy this re-
lationship thanks to the efforts made by
countless people in our two countries and
exchanges among them.

To further cement the foundation for our
bilateral relations in the future, without tak-
ing for granted our current solid relations,
I explained to the President my initiative to
strengthen Japan-U.S. exchanges, including
intellectual exchanges. And I received heart-
felt support for this idea from President
Bush.

Secondly, we discussed synergies between
our respective Asia policies and Japan-U.S.
alliance. I explained to the President that the
solid Japan-U.S. alliance will provide the
foundation for Asia’s peace and prosperity.
And realizing a stable and open Asia that ad-
vances in prosperity by further deepening
our relations with Asian countries on the
basis of Japan-U.S. alliance will be in our mu-
tual interests. And I told the President I'm
convinced that such active diplomacy vis-a-
vis Asia in turn will further strengthen our
alliance.
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Following this meeting here, I shall be at-
tending a series of ASEAN-related summit
meetings in Singapore, and I desired to visit
Washington, DC, and have discussions with
President Bush because of my belief regard-
ing our alliance. And I'm extremely encour-
aged by the President’s support.

We also discussed issues that Japan and
U.S. need to address jointly, and particu-
larly—in particular, North Korea and the
fight against terrorism. With regard to North
Korean nuclear programs, we agreed that
Japan and U.S. need to maintain close co-
ordination with each other, in order to
achieve complete abandonment of all nuclear
weapons and programs by North Korea,
through the six-party talks. President Bush
stated that he will never forget the abduction
issue, and on that basis he once again ex-
pressed his commitment for unchanged sup-
port to the ]apanese Government.

We should never allow Afghanistan to
once again become a hotbed for terrorism.
And we agreed that Japan and the United
States should continue to work together with
the international community in the fight
against terrorism. And I communicated to
President Bush that I shall do my level best
to achieve an early passage of a bill for the
early resumption of the refuel activities in
the Indian Ocean by the Japanese Maritime
Self-Defense Force. President Bush ex-
pressed his appreciation for Japan’s support
for the international community’s fight
against terrorism and the hope that refueling
operations will be resumed soon.

With regard to Myanmar, I stated that I
have been working on the Government of
Myanmar for democratization and improve-
ment of the human rights situation. And with
regard to Iranian nuclear development, we
cannot—never tolerate—and we agreed that
we shall together work to raise pressure with
the international community so that Iran will
comply with the relevant U.N. Security
Council resolutions.

And in this age of rapid changes, we—on
the basis of Japan-U.S. alliance, Japan in-
tends to exercise more active leadership in
addressing the problems of Asia and inter-
national community.

And further, we shall have discussion with
President Bush over lunch on new, important
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issues. Japan shall be holding—hosting two
important national conferences next year.
One is the G-8 summit at Lake Toya in
Hokkaido, in July. And the important theme
for that meeting will be climate change. On
this issue, Japan and the United States,
through close coordination over the past half
year or so, have led international discussions.
And through a new forum for negotiations
at the U.N., we very much hope that we will
have discussions with President on closer co-
operation on global warming measures so
that concrete results will be achieved for an
effective framework for the future.

And through further coordination, we
would like to achieve a successful G—-8 sum-
mit on the global climate change issue and
other matters as well, because I believe that
we can have useful discussions that will allow
science and technology to achieve continued
economic growth and also achieve global
warming measures and energy security.

The other important conference Japan will
be hosting is the International Conference
in African Development, because that is a
matter that the international community to-
gether should address. And this is the—[in-
audible]—fourth Tokyo International Con-
ference on African Development that will be
held in Japan in May. And we would like
to tie the findings and results of that meeting
to the G-8 summit. And again, we’d like to
engage in cooperation with the United
States. And there also is a question of health
care in Africa, and again we would like to
work in cooperation with the United States
on that health care issue.

As the world economy faces numerous
challenges, Japan and the United States, I
believe, should work together on a global
scale in the economic area, including intel-
lectual property protection and for the sus-
tainable development of developing coun-
tries.

There was a reference to beef. I hope
that—well, we are addressing the beef issue
on the basis of scientific findings. We are still
in the process of our bilateral meetings.

I wanted to take this opportunity to ex-
press my appreciation for the very warm wel-
come by President Bush and the people of
the United States. And I look forward to ad-
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dressing our common challenges together,
hand in hand with President Bush.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 11:40 a.m. in the
Cross Hall at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Sakie Yokota, mother of Megumi
Yokota, who was abducted by North Korean au-
thorities; and Aung San Suu Kyi, leader of the
National League for Democracy in Burma. Prime
Minister Fukuda spoke in Japanese, and his re-
marks were translated by an interpreter.

Remarks on National Adoption Day
November 16, 2007

Nice line of work when you get introduced
by your wife. [Laughter] Laura and I are sure
glad you're here. I want to welcome Mem-
bers of the Congress—Senators and Mem-
bers of the House. Thank you all for coming.
You're kind to take time to join our honored
guests. We're really glad you're here in the
White House. And we're pleased to join you
on National Adoption Day. We offer a special
welcome to the youngsters who have joined
us. We're glad you all are here. You've just
got to know this is the people’s house. And
I know you took time off from school to be
here today. [Laughter] And I thank you for
making such a difficult sacrifice. [Laughter]

I thank the members of the National
Adoption Day coalition who have joined us.
Few missions in life are more rewarding than
uniting loving children with moms and dads
for the very first time. Each of you has known
this blessing. That's got to make you feel
good in your soul. You've shared it with oth-
ers, and in so doing, you've strengthened
what is the very foundation of our country,
and that is the American family. I want to
thank you for being part of something that
is so remarkable and so special.

It is fitting that we celebrate this day in
a room honoring George Washington, or as
some like to say, the original “George W.”
[Laughter] There he is. He raised four chil-
dren who were not his by birth. He cared
for them, provided for them, and he offered
them advice—even when they didn’t want it.
[Laughter] When one of his boys went off
to college, Washington did what many par-
ents do—he checked up on him. And in
1798, he sent the young man a letter. It said:



