1530

Since America’s first Thanksgiving, we
have changed in many ways. Our population
has grown. Our people have prospered. And
we have become a great beacon of hope and
freedom for millions around the world. De-
spite these changes, the source of all our
blessings remains the same. We are grateful
to the Author of Life who blessed our Na-
tion’s first days, who strengthened America
in times of trial and war, and who watches
over us today.

Thank you for listening.

NoTE: The address was recorded at 2 p.m. on
November 20 at Camp David, MD, for broadcast
at 10:06 a.m. on November 24. The transcript was
made available by the Office of the Press Sec-
retary on November 23 but was embargoed for
release until the broadcast. The Office of the Press
Secretary also released a Spanish language tran-
script of this address.

Statement on the Annapolis
Conference

November 25, 2007

I am pleased to welcome Prime Minister
Olmert, President Abbas, and representa-
tives of more than 40 countries to the United
States for the November 27 Annapolis con-
ference. The broad attendance at this con-
ference by regional states and other key
international participants demonstrates the
international resolve to seize this important
opportunity to advance freedom and peace
in the Middle East.

This conference will signal international
support for the Israelis” and Palestinians’ in-
tention to commence negotiations on the es-
tablishment of a Palestinian state and the re-
alization of peace between these two peoples.

It will also provide an opportunity for the
Israelis, the Palestinians, and their neighbors
to recommit to implementing the roadmap,
with the U.S. monitoring their progress by
the parties’ agreement.

Finally, the conference will review Pales-
tinian plans to build the institutions of a
democratic state and their preparations for
next month’s donors’ conference in Paris.

I remain personally committed to imple-
menting my vision of two democratic states,
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Israel and Palestine, living side by side in
peace and security.

The Israelis and Palestinians have waited
a long time for this vision to be realized, and
I call upon all those gathering in Annapolis
this week to redouble their efforts to turn
dreams of peace into reality. I look forward
to my discussions with Prime Minister
Olmert and President Abbas this week, as
well as to addressing the conference along
with them on Tuesday.

NOTE: The statement referred to Prime Minister
Ehud Olmert of Israel; and President Mahmoud
Abbas (Abu Mazen) of the Palestinian Authority.

Remarks Prior to a Meeting With
Prime Minister Ehud Olmert of
Israel

November 26, 2007

President Bush. Mr. Prime Minister, wel-
come. It’s an honor to have you back in the
Oval Office. Thanks for coming to the An-
napolis conference. I'm looking forward to
continuing our serious dialog with you and
the President of the Palestinian Authority to
see whether or not peace is possible. I'm op-
timistic. I know you’re optimistic, and I want
to thank you for your courage and your
friendship. I'm proud your—I'm proud of
you.

Prime Minister Olmert. Thank you very
much, Mr. President. I'm delighted to come
with my colleagues to—another time to the
Oval Office. This time it’s different because
we are going to have lots of participants in
what I hope will launch a serious process of
negotiations between us and the Palestinians.
This will be a bilateral process, but the inter-
national support is very important for us.

And T thank you for the efforts that you,
President, made in order to make it possible,
and the Secretary of State, together with us,
in order to come to this point where from
we and the Palestinians will sit together in
Jerusalem and work out something that will
be very good to create a great hope for our
peoples.

President Bush. Thank you, sir. Thank
you all.



