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Week Ending Friday, November 30, 2007

The President’s Radio Address
November 24, 2007

Good morning. This week, our Nation
celebrated Thanksgiving. American families
and friends gathered together to express
gratitude for all that we have been given. We
give thanks for the freedoms we enjoy. We
give thanks for the loved ones who enrich
our lives. And we give thanks for the many
gifts that come from this prosperous land.
Thanksgiving is a time when we acknowledge
that all of these things, and life itself, come
not from the hand of man, but from Almighty
God.

Earlier this week, I visited Berkeley Plan-
tation in Virginia. The story of this historic
setting goes back nearly four centuries to an-
other day of thanks. In 1619, a band of 38
settlers departed Bristol, England, for Berke-
ley. At the end of their long voyage, the men
reviewed their orders from home. The orders
said, quote, “The day of our ship’s arrival

.. shall be yearly and perpetually kept holy
as a day of thanksgiving to Almighty God.”
In response, the men fell to their knees in
prayer. And with this humble act of faith,
the settlers celebrated their first Thanks-
giving in the New World.

Berkeley’s settlers remind us that giving
thanks has been an American tradition from
the beginning. At this time of year, we also
remember the Pilgrims at Plymouth who
gave thanks after their first harvest in New
England. We remember George Wash-
ington, who led his men in Thanksgiving dur-
ing the American Revolution. We remember
Abraham Lincoln, who revived the Thanks-
giving tradition in the midst of a terrible civil
war.

Throughout our history, Americans have
always taken time to give thanks for all those
whose sacrifices protect and strengthen our
Nation. We continue that tradition today, and
we give thanks for a new generation of patri-
ots who are defending our liberty around the

world. We are grateful to all our men and
women in uniform who are spending this hol-
iday weekend far from their families. We
keep them in our thoughts and prayers. And
we especially remember those who have
given their lives in our Nation’s defense.

One of these brave Americans was Lieu-
tenant Michael Murphy. In June 2005, this
officer gave his life in defense of his fellow
Navy SEALs. Michael was conducting sur-
veillance on a mountain ridge in Afghanistan,
when his four-man SEAL team was sur-
rounded by a much larger enemy force. Their
only escape was down the side of the moun-
tain. The SEALSs launched a valiant counter-
attack while cascading from cliff to cliff. But
as the enemy closed in, Michael recognized
that the survival of his men depended on call-
ing back to base for reinforcements.

With complete disregard for his own life,
Michael Murphy moved into a clearing
where he could get a signal. As he made the
call, Michael fell under heavy fire. Though
severely wounded, he said thank you before
signing off and returned to the fight. His her-
oism cost him his life and earned him our
Nation’s highest decoration for valor, the
Medal of Honor. This weekend, we give
thanks for the blessings of young Americans
like Lieutenant Michael Murphy, who risk
their own lives to keep us safe.

We're also blessed by the many other
Americans who serve a cause larger than
themselves. Each day, our Nation’s police
and firefighters and emergency responders
and faith-based and community volunteers
dedicate their time to serving others. While
we were enjoying our Thanksgiving turkeys,
tens of thousands of these men and women
were on the job, keeping their fellow citizens
safe and bringing hope and compassion to
our brothers and sisters in need. And their
sacrifice reminds us that the true strength
of our Nation is the goodness and decency
of our people.
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Since America’s first Thanksgiving, we
have changed in many ways. Our population
has grown. Our people have prospered. And
we have become a great beacon of hope and
freedom for millions around the world. De-
spite these changes, the source of all our
blessings remains the same. We are grateful
to the Author of Life who blessed our Na-
tion’s first days, who strengthened America
in times of trial and war, and who watches
over us today.

Thank you for listening.

NoTE: The address was recorded at 2 p.m. on
November 20 at Camp David, MD, for broadcast
at 10:06 a.m. on November 24. The transcript was
made available by the Office of the Press Sec-
retary on November 23 but was embargoed for
release until the broadcast. The Office of the Press
Secretary also released a Spanish language tran-
script of this address.

Statement on the Annapolis
Conference

November 25, 2007

I am pleased to welcome Prime Minister
Olmert, President Abbas, and representa-
tives of more than 40 countries to the United
States for the November 27 Annapolis con-
ference. The broad attendance at this con-
ference by regional states and other key
international participants demonstrates the
international resolve to seize this important
opportunity to advance freedom and peace
in the Middle East.

This conference will signal international
support for the Israelis” and Palestinians’ in-
tention to commence negotiations on the es-
tablishment of a Palestinian state and the re-
alization of peace between these two peoples.

It will also provide an opportunity for the
Israelis, the Palestinians, and their neighbors
to recommit to implementing the roadmap,
with the U.S. monitoring their progress by
the parties’ agreement.

Finally, the conference will review Pales-
tinian plans to build the institutions of a
democratic state and their preparations for
next month’s donors’ conference in Paris.

I remain personally committed to imple-
menting my vision of two democratic states,
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Israel and Palestine, living side by side in
peace and security.

The Israelis and Palestinians have waited
a long time for this vision to be realized, and
I call upon all those gathering in Annapolis
this week to redouble their efforts to turn
dreams of peace into reality. I look forward
to my discussions with Prime Minister
Olmert and President Abbas this week, as
well as to addressing the conference along
with them on Tuesday.

NOTE: The statement referred to Prime Minister
Ehud Olmert of Israel; and President Mahmoud
Abbas (Abu Mazen) of the Palestinian Authority.

Remarks Prior to a Meeting With
Prime Minister Ehud Olmert of
Israel

November 26, 2007

President Bush. Mr. Prime Minister, wel-
come. It’s an honor to have you back in the
Oval Office. Thanks for coming to the An-
napolis conference. I'm looking forward to
continuing our serious dialog with you and
the President of the Palestinian Authority to
see whether or not peace is possible. I'm op-
timistic. I know you’re optimistic, and I want
to thank you for your courage and your
friendship. I'm proud your—I'm proud of
you.

Prime Minister Olmert. Thank you very
much, Mr. President. I'm delighted to come
with my colleagues to—another time to the
Oval Office. This time it’s different because
we are going to have lots of participants in
what I hope will launch a serious process of
negotiations between us and the Palestinians.
This will be a bilateral process, but the inter-
national support is very important for us.

And T thank you for the efforts that you,
President, made in order to make it possible,
and the Secretary of State, together with us,
in order to come to this point where from
we and the Palestinians will sit together in
Jerusalem and work out something that will
be very good to create a great hope for our
peoples.

President Bush. Thank you, sir. Thank
you all.
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NoOTE: The President spoke at 10:53 a.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to President Mahmoud Abbas (Abu
Mazen) of the Palestinian Authority.

Remarks Prior to a Meeting With
President Mahmoud Abbas of the
Palestinian Authority

November 26, 2007

President Bush. Mr. President, welcome.
President Abbas. Thank you.

President Bush. It's good to have you
back here in the Oval Office. Thank you for
coming, and thank you for working hard to
implement a vision for a Palestinian state.

We want to help you. We want there to
be peace. We want the people in the Pales-
tinian Territories to have hope. And we thank
you for your willingness to sit down with
Israel to negotiate the settlement.

The United States cannot impose our vi-
sion, but we can help facilitate. And the proc-
ess will begin tonight at the State Depart-
ment and then on to Annapolis tomorrow.
And I want to thank you for coming. Wish
you all the very best.

President Abbas. 1 am delighted to have
the opportunity to meet with President Bush
after his invitation and this historic initiative
that he launched to convene the Annapolis
conference. We have a great deal of hope
that this conference will produce a perma-
nent status negotiations, expanded negotia-
tions over all permanent status issues that
would lead to a peace agreement between
Israel and the Palestinian people, an agree-
ment to secure security and stability.

President Bush’s initiative is a great initia-
tive. We will continue to rely on his support
and the support of the United States and his
administration in order to achieve the in-
tended objective. Thank you.

President Bush. Thank you, sir.

NotE: The President spoke at 1:11 p.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. President Abbas
spoke in Arabic, and his remarks were translated
by an interpreter.
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Statement on the Situation in Russia
November 26, 2007

I am deeply concerned about the deten-
tion of numerous human rights activists and
political leaders who participated in peaceful
rallies in Moscow, Saint Petersburg, Nizhny
Novgorod, and Nazran this weekend. I am
particularly troubled by the use of force by
law enforcement authorities to stop these
peaceful activities and to prevent some jour-
nalists and human rights activists from cov-
ering them.

The freedoms of expression, assembly, and
press, as well as due process, are funda-
mental to any democratic society. I am hope-
ful that the Government of Russia will honor
its international obligations in these areas, in-
vestigate allegations of abuses, and free those
who remain in detention.

Statement on Senator Trent Lott’s
Decision Not To Seek Reelection

November 26, 2007

For more than three decades, Trent Lott
has been an outstanding advocate in the
United States Congress for the people of
Mississippi. With service in the Republican
leadership in both the House of Representa-
tives and the Senate, he has skillfully ad-
vanced legislation and effectively cham-
pioned key principles of our party, including
low taxes and a strong national defense.

Trent has worked to enhance the eco-
nomic vitality of our Nation and his home
State throughout his career. By focusing on
the important defense, transportation, infra-
structure, agricultural, and educational needs
of Mississippi, he has helped bring new de-
velopment and opportunity to his constitu-
ents.

Throughout his service, Trent has always
been a leader, someone his colleagues have
known they could count on to stay true to
his principles while working cooperatively to
achieve results for the American people.
Trent enjoyed bipartisan respect because of
his reverence for the institutions of Congress
and because Republicans and Democrats
knew they could count on him to keep his
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commitments and his word. His immense tal-
ent will be missed in our Nation’s Capital.
Laura and I wish him and his wife, Tricia,

all the best.

Joint Declaration by President
George W. Bush and Prime Minister
Nuri al-Maliki of Iraq: Declaration of
Principles for a Long-Term
Relationship of Cooperation and
Friendship Between the Republic of
Iraq and the United States of
America

November 26, 2007

As Iraqi leaders confirmed in their Com-
munique signed on August 26, 2007, and en-
dorsed by President Bush, the Governments
of Iraq and the United States are committed
to developing a long-term relationship of co-
operation and friendship as two fully sov-
ereign and independent states with common
interests. This relationship will serve the in-
terest of coming generations based on the
heroic sacrifices made by the Iragi people
and the American people for the sake of a
free, democratic, pluralistic, federal, and uni-
fied Iraq.

The relationship of cooperation envisioned
by the Republic of Iraq and the United States
includes a range of issues, foremost of which
is cooperation in the political, economic, cul-
tural, and security fields, taking account of
the following principles:

First: The Political, Diplomatic, and
Cultural Spheres

1. Supporting the Republic of Iraq in de-
fending its democratic system against inter-
nal and external threats.

2. Respecting and upholding the Constitu-
tion as the expression of the will of the Iraqi
people and standing against any attempt to
impede, suspend, or violate it.

3. Supporting the efforts of the Republic
of Iraq to achieve national reconciliation in-
cluding as envisioned in the Communique of
August 26.

4. Supporting the Republic of Iraq’s efforts
to enhance its position in regional and inter-
national organizations and institutions so that
it may play a positive and constructive role
in the region and the world.

Nov. 26 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2007

5. Cooperating jointly with the states of
the region on the basis of mutual respect,
non-intervention in internal affairs, rejection
of the use of violence in resolving disputes,
and adoption of constructive dialogue in re-
solving outstanding problems among the var-
ious states of the region.

6. Promoting political efforts to establish
positive relationships between the states of
the region and the world, which serve the
common goals of all relevant parties in a
manner that enhances the security and sta-
bility of the region, and the prosperity of its
peoples.

7. Encouraging cultural, educational, and
scientific exchanges between the two coun-
tries.

Second: The Economic Sphere

1. Supporting Iraq’s development in var-
ious economic fields, including its productive
capabilities, and aiding its transition to a mar-
ket economy.

2. Encouraging all parties to abide by their
commitments as stipulated in the Inter-
national Compact with Iraq.

3. Supporting the building of Iraq’s eco-
nomic institutions and infrastructure with the
provision of financial and technical assistance
to train and develop competencies and ca-
pacities of vital Iraqi institutions.

4. Supporting Iraq’s further integration
into regional and international financial and
economic organizations.

5. Facilitating and encouraging the flow of
foreign investments to Iraq, especially Amer-
ican investments, to contribute to the recon-
struction and rebuilding of Iraqg.

6. Assisting Iraq in recovering illegally ex-
ported funds and properties, especially those
smuggled by the family of Saddam Hussein
and his regime’s associates, as well as antig-
uities and items of cultural heritage, smug-
gled before and after April 9, 2003.

7. Helping the Republic of Iraq to obtain
forgiveness of its debts and compensation for
the wars waged by the former regime.

8. Supporting the Republic of Iraq to ob-
tain positive and preferential trading condi-
tions for Iraq within the global marketplace
including accession to the World Trade Or-
ganization and most favored nation status
with the United States.

Third: The Security Sphere
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1. Providing security assurances and com-
mitments to the Republic of Iraq to deter
foreign aggression against Iraq that violates
its sovereignty and integrity of its territories,
waters, or airspace.

2. Supporting the Republic of Iraq in its
efforts to combat all terrorist groups, at the
forefront of which is Al-Qaeda, Saddamists,
and all other outlaw groups regardless of af-
filiation, and destroy their logistical networks
and their sources of finance, and defeat and
uproot them from Iraq. This support will be
provided consistent with mechanisms and ar-
rangements to be established in the bilateral
cooperation agreements mentioned herein.

3. Supporting the Republic of Iraq in train-
ing, equipping, and arming the Iraqi Security
Forces to enable them to protect Iraq and
all its peoples, and completing the building
of its administrative systems, in accordance
with the request of the Iragi government.

The Iragi Government in confirmation of
its resolute rights under existing Security
Council resolutions will request to extend the
mandate of the Multi-National Force-Iraq
(MNF-I) under Chapter VII of the United
Nations Charter for a final time. As a condi-
tion for this request, following the expiration
of the above mentioned extension, Iraq’s sta-
tus under Chapter VII and its designation
as a threat to international peace and security
will end, and Iraq will return to the legal
and international standing it enjoyed prior to
the issuance of U.N. Security Council Reso-
lution No. 661 (August, 1990), thus enhanc-
ing the recognition and confirming the full
sovereignty of Iraq over its territories, waters,
and airspace, and its control over its forces
and the administration of its affairs.

Taking into account the principles dis-
cussed above, bilateral negotiations between
the Republic of Iraq and the United States
shall begin as soon as possible, with the aim
to achieve, before July 31, 2008, agreements
between the two governments with respect
to the political, cultural, economic, and secu-
rity spheres.

President of the

United States of America

Prime Minister of the
Republic of Iraq

George W. Bush Nouri Kamel Al-Maliki
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NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this joint statement.

Remarks at a Dinner Hosted by
Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice
for Annapolis Conference
Participants

November 26, 2007

Madam Secretary, thank you for your hos-
pitality. I was wondering where my place is.
[Laughter] 1 appreciate very much your
hosting this important dinner.

Prime Minister Olmert, welcome. Presi-
dent Abbas, Secretary-General Ban, former
Prime Minister Tony Blair, and all those who
have gathered here in the cause of peace,
welcome to the United States. We're glad
you're here.

We've come together this week because
we share a common goal: two democratic
states, Israel and Palestine, living side by side
in peace and security.

Achieving this goal requires difficult com-
promises, and the Israelis and Palestinians
have elected leaders committed to making
them. Achieving this goal requires neighbors
committed to peace between Israel and a
new Palestinian state, and I'm encouraged
by the presence of so many here. Achieving
this goal requires the commitment of the
international community, including the
United States. Tonight I restate my personal
commitment on behalf of the United States
to all those in the Middle East who wish to
live in freedom and peace. We stand with
you at the Annapolis conference and beyond.

The extremists and terrorists want our ef-
forts to fail. They're working actively to un-
dermine every effort as we try to achieve
peace and reconciliation. We offer a more
hopeful vision—of a Middle East growing in
freedom and dignity and prosperity. We are
here to renew our efforts to achieve this vi-
sion. And tonight I offer a toast to all of our
honored guests and to the future of peace
that we can build together.

NoTE: The President spoke at 7:10 p.m. at the
Department of State. In his remarks, he referred
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to Prime Minister Ehud Olmert of Israel; Presi-
dent Mahmoud Abbas (Abu Mazen) of the Pales-
tinian Authority; Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon
of the United Nations; and Quartet Representa-
tive in the Middle East Tony Blair.

Remarks at the Annapolis
Conference in Annapolis, Maryland
November 27, 2007

Thank you for coming. Prime Minister
Olmert, President Abbas, Secretary-General
Ban, former Prime Minister Blair, distin-
guished guests: Welcome to one of the finest
institutes we have in America, the United
States Naval Academy. We appreciate you
joining us in what I believe is an historic op-
portunity to encourage the expansion of free-
dom and peace in the Holy Land.

We meet to lay the foundation for the es-
tablishment of a new nation, a democratic
Palestinian state that will live side by side
with Israel in peace and security. We meet
to help bring an end to the violence that has
been the true enemy of the aspirations of
both the Israelis and Palestinians.

We're off to a strong start. I'm about to
read a statement that was agreed upon by
our distinguished guests.

“The representatives of the Government
of the State of Israel and the Palestinian Lib-
eration Organization, represented respective
by Prime Minister Ehud Olmert and Presi-
dent Mahmoud Abbas in his capacity as
Chairman of the PLO Executive Committee
and President of the Palestinian Authority,
have convened in Annapolis, Maryland,
under the auspices of President George W.
Bush of the United States of America, and
with the support of the participants of this
international conference, having concluded
the following joint understanding.

“We express our determination to bring
an end to bloodshed, suffering, and decades
of conflict between our peoples; to usher in
anew era of peace, based on freedom, secu-
rity, justice, dignity, respect, and mutual rec-
ognition; to propagate a culture of peace and
nonviolence; to confront terrorism and in-
citement, whether committed by Palestinians
or Israelis. In furtherance of the goal of two
states, Israel and Palestine living side by side
in peace and security, we agree to imme-
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diately launch good-faith bilateral negotia-
tions in order to conclude a peace treaty, re-
solving all outstanding issues, including all
core issues, without exception, as specified
in previous agreements.

“We agree to engage in vigorous, ongoing,
and continuous negotiations and shall make
every effort to conclude an agreement before
the end of 2008. For this purpose, a steering
committee, led jointly by the head of the del-
egation of each party, will meet continuously,
as agreed. The steering committee will de-
velop a joint work plan and establish and
oversee the work of negotiations teams to ad-
dress all issues, to be headed by one lead
representative from each party. The first ses-
sion of the steering committee will be held
on 12 December 2007.

“President Abbas and Prime Minister
Olmert will continue to meet on a biweekly
basis to follow up the negotiations in order
to offer all necessary assistance for their ad-
vancement.

“The parties also commit to immediately
implement their respective obligations under
the performance-based roadmap to a perma-
nent two-state solution to the Israeli-Pales-
tinian conflict, issued by the Quartet on 30
April 2003—this is called the roadmap—and
agree to form an American, Palestinian, and
Israeli mechanism, led by the United States,
to follow up on the implementation of the
roadmap.

“The parties further commit to continue
the implementation of the ongoing obliga-
tions of the roadmap until they reach a peace
treaty. The United States will monitor and
judge the fulfillment of the commitment of
both sides of the roadmap. Unless otherwise
agreed by the parties, implementation of the
future peace treaty will be subject to the im-
plementation of the roadmap as judged by
the United States.”

Congratulations for your strong leadership.

The Palestinian people are blessed with
many gifts and talents. They want the oppor-
tunity to use those gifts to better their own
lives and build a future for their children.
They want the dignity that comes with sov-
ereignty and independence. They want jus-
tice and equality under the rule of law. They
want freedom from violence and fear.
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The people of Israel have just aspirations
as well. They want their children to be able
to ride a bus or to go to school without fear
of suicide bombers. They want an end to
rocket attacks and constant threats of assault.
They want their nation to be recognized and
welcomed in the region where they live.

Today, Palestinians and Israelis each un-
derstand that helping the other to realize
their aspirations is key to realizing their own
aspirations—both require an independent,
democratic, viable Palestinian state. Such a
state will provide Palestinians with the
chance to lead lives of freedom and purpose
and dignity. Such a state will help provide
the Israelis with something they have been
seeking for generations: to live in peace with
their neighbors.

Achieving this goal is not going to be easy;
if it were easy, it would have happened a
long time ago. To achieve freedom and
peace, both Israelis and Palestinians will have
to make tough choices. Both sides are sober
about the work ahead, but having spent time
with their leaders, they are ready to take on
the tough issues. As Prime Minister Olmert
recently put it, “We will avoid none of the
historic questions; we will not run from dis-
cussing any of them.” As President Abbas has
said, “T believe that there is an opportunity
not only for us but for the Israelis too. We
have a historic and important opportunity
that we must benefit from.” It is with that
spirit that we concluded—that they con-
cluded this statement I just read.

Our purpose here in Annapolis is not to
conclude an agreement. Rather, it is to
launch negotiations between the Israelis and
the Palestinians. For the rest of us, our job
is to encourage the parties in this effort and
to give them the support they need to suc-
ceed.

In light of recent developments, some
have suggested that now is not the right time
to pursue peace. I disagree. I believe now
is precisely the right time to begin these ne-
gotiations for a number of reasons.

First, the time is right because Palestinians
and Israelis have leaders who are determined
to achieve peace. President Abbas seeks to
fulfill his people’s aspirations for statehood,
dignity, and security. President Abbas under-
stands that a Palestinian state will not be born
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of terror and that terrorism is the enemy
standing in the way of a state. He and Prime
Minister Fayyad have both declared, without
hesitation, that they are opposed to terrorism
and committed to peace. They're committed
to turning these declarations into actions on
the ground to combat terror.

The emergence of responsible Palestinian
leaders has given Israeli leaders the con-
fidence they need to reach out to the Pal-
estinians in true partnership. Prime Minister
Olmert has expressed his understanding of
the suffering and indignities felt by the Pales-
tinian people. He’s made clear that the secu-
rity of Israel will be enhanced by the estab-
lishment of a responsible, democratic Pales-
tinian state. With leaders of courage and con-
viction on both sides, now is the time to come
together and seek the peace that both sides
desire.

Second, the time is right because a battle
is underway for the future of the Middle
East, and we must not cede victory to the
extremists. With their violent actions and
contempt for human life, the extremists are
seeking to impose a dark vision on the Pales-
tinian people, a vision that feeds on hopeless-
ness and despair to sow chaos in the Holy
Land. If this vision prevails, the future of the
region will be endless terror, endless war,
and endless suffering.

Standing against this dark vision are Presi-
dent Abbas and his Government. They are
offering the Palestinian people an alternative
vision for the future—a vision of peace, a
homeland of their own, and a better life. If
responsible Palestinian leaders can deliver on
this vision, they will deal the forces of extre-
mism a devastating blow. And when liberty
takes root in the rocky soil of the West Bank
and Gaza, it will inspire millions across the
Middle East who want their societies built
on freedom and peace and hope.

By contrast, if Palestinian reformers can-
not deliver on this hopeful vision, then the
forces of extremism and terror will be
strengthened, a generation of Palestinians
could be lost to the extremists, and the Mid-
dle East will grow in despair. We cannot
allow this to happen. Now is the time to show
Palestinians that their dream of a free and
independent state can be achieved at the
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table of peace and that the terror and vio-
lence preached by Palestinian extremists is
the greatest obstacle to a Palestinian state.

Third, the time is right because the world
understands the urgency of supporting these
negotiations. We appreciate that representa-
tives from so many governments and inter-
national institutions have come to join us
here in Annapolis, especially the Arab world.
We're here because we recognize what is at
stake. We are here because we each have
a vital role to play in helping Palestinians
forge the institutions of a free society. We're
here because we understand that the success
of these efforts to achieve peace between
Israelis and Palestinians will have an impact
far beyond the Holy Land.

These are the reasons we’ve gathered here
in Annapolis, and now we begin the difficult
work of freedom and peace. The United
States is proud to host this meeting, and we
reaffirm the path to peace set out in the road-
map. Yet in the end, the outcome of the ne-
gotiations they launch here depends on the
Israelis and Palestinians themselves. America
will do everything in our power to support
their quest for peace, but we cannot achieve
it for them. The success of these efforts will
require that all parties show patience and
flexibility and meet their responsibilities.

For these negotiations to succeed, the Pal-
estinians must do their part. They must show
the world they understand that while the bor-
ders of a Palestinian state are important, the
nature of a Palestinian state is just as impor-
tant. They must demonstrate that a Pales-
tinian state will create opportunity for all its
citizens and govern justly and dismantle the
infrastructure of terror. They must show that
a Palestinian state will accept its responsi-
bility and have the capability to be a source
of stability and peace for its own citizens, for
the people of Israel, and for the whole re-
gion.

The Israelis must do their part. They must
show the world that they are ready to begin—
to bring an end to the occupation that began
in 1967 through a negotiated settlement. This
settlement will establish Palestine as a Pales-
tinian homeland, just as Israel is a homeland
for the Jewish people. Israel must dem-
onstrate its support for the creation of a pros-
perous and successful Palestinian state by re-
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moving unauthorized outposts, ending settle-
ment expansion, and finding other ways for
the Palestinian Authority to exercise its re-
sponsibilities without compromising Israel’s
security.

Arab States also have a vital role to play.
Relaunching the Arab League initiative and
the Arab League’s support for today’s con-
ference are positive steps. All Arab States
should show their strong support for the
Government of President Abbas and provide
needed assistance to the Palestinian Author-
ity. Arab States should also reach out to
Israel, work toward the normalization of rela-
tions, and demonstrate in both word and
deed that they believe that Israel and its peo-
ple have a permanent home in the Middle
East. These are vital steps toward the com-
prehensive peace that we all seek.

Finally, the international community has
important responsibilities. Prime Minister
Fayyad is finalizing a plan to increase open-
ness and transparency and accountability
throughout Palestinian society, and he needs
the resources and support from the inter-
national community. With strong backing
from those gathered here, the Palestinian
Government can build the free institutions
that will support a free Palestinian state.

The United States will help Palestinian
leaders build these free institutions, and the
United States will keep its commitment to
the security of Israel as a Jewish state and
homeland for the Jewish people.

The United States strongly feels that these
efforts will yield the peace that we want, and
that is why we will continue to support the
Lebanese people. We believe democracy
brings peace. And democracy in Lebanon is
vital, as well, for the peace in the Middle
East. Lebanese people are in the process of
electing a President. That decision is for the
Lebanese people to make, and they must be
able to do so free from outside interference
and intimidation. As they embark on this
process, the people of Lebanon can know
that the American people stand with them,
and we look forward to the day when the
people of Lebanon can enjoy the blessings
of liberty without fear of violence or coer-
cion.

The task begun here at Annapolis will be
difficult. This is the beginning of the process,
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not the end of it, and no doubt a lot of work
remains to be done. Yet the parties can ap-
proach this work with confidence. The time
is right. The cause is just. And with hard ef-
fort, I know they can succeed.

President Abbas and Prime Minister
Olmert, I pledge to devote my effort during
my time as President to do all T can to help
you achieve this ambitious goal. I give you
my personal commitment to support your
work with the resources and resolve of the
American Government. I believe a day is
coming when freedom will yield the peace
we desire. And the land that is holy to so
many will see the light of peace.

The day is coming when Palestinians will
enjoy the blessings that freedom brings and
all Israelis will enjoy the security they de-
serve. That day is coming. The day is coming
when the terrorists and extremists who
threaten the Israeli and Palestinian people
will be marginalized and eventually defeated.
And when that day comes, future generations
will look to the work we began here at An-
napolis. They will give thanks to the leaders
who gathered on the banks of the Chesa-
peake for their vision, their wisdom, and
courage to choose a future of freedom and
peace.

Thanks for coming. May God bless their
work.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 11:04 a.m. in Me-
morial Hall at the U.S. Naval Academy. In his
remarks, he referred to Prime Minister Ehud
Olmert of Israel; President Mahmoud Abbas (Abu
Mazen) and Prime Minister Salam Fayyad of the
Palestinian Authority; Secretary-General Ban Ki-
moon of the United Nations; and Quartet Rep-
resentative in the Middle East Tony Blair.

Letter to Congressional Leaders
Transmitting an Alternative Plan for
Locality Pay Increases Payable to
Civilian Federal Employees

November 27, 2007

Dear Madam Speaker: (Dear Mr.
President:)

I am transmitting an alternative plan for
locality pay increases payable to civilian Fed-

eral employees covered by the General
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Schedule (GS) and certain other pay systems
in January 2008.

Under title 5, United States Code, civilian
Federal employees covered by the GS and
certain other pay systems would receive a
two-part pay increase in January 2008: (1)
a 2.5 percent across-the-board adjustment in
scheduled rates of basic pay derived from
Employment Cost Index data on changes in
the wages and salaries of private industry
workers, and (2) locality pay adjustments
averaging 12.5 percent based on Bureau of
Labor Statistics salary surveys of non-Federal
employers in each locality pay area. Accord-
ing to the statutory formula, for Federal em-
ployees covered by the locality pay system,
the overall average pay increase would be
about 15.0 percent.

Title 5, United States Code, authorizes me
to implement an alternative locality pay plan
if T view the adjustments that would other-
wise take effect as inappropriate due to “na-
tional emergency Or serious economic condi-
tions affecting the general welfare.” For the
reasons described below, I have determined
that it is appropriate to exercise my statutory
alternative plan authority to set alternative
January 2008 locality pay increases.

A national emergency, within the meaning
of chapter 53 of title 5, has existed since Sep-
tember 11, 2001. Full statutory civilian pay
increases would cost $16.4 billion in 2008
alone. That amount exceeds by $12.7 billion
the cost of a 3.0 percent overall Federal civil-
ian pay increase that I proposed in my 2008
Budget. Furthermore, the costs would grow
at compounded rates in subsequent years.
Such cost increases would force deep cuts
in discretionary spending or Federal employ-
ment to stay within budget. Either outcome
would unacceptably interfere with our Na-
tion’s ability to secure the homeland and pur-
sue the war on terrorism.

Accordingly, T have determined that under
the authority of section 5304a of title 5,
United States Code, locality-based com-
parability payments for the locality pay areas
established by the President’s Pay Agent, in
the amounts set forth in the attached table,
shall become effective on the first day of the
first applicable pay period beginning on or
after January 1, 2008. When compared with
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the payments currently in effect, these com-
parability payments will increase the General
Schedule payroll by about 0.5 percent. When
combined with the 2.5 percent across-the-
board increase, the 3.0 percent total increase
equals the 12-month increase in overall na-
tionwide labor costs as of September 2006
(the reference period for decisions about the
January 2008 pay adjustment under current
law). Our national situation precludes grant-
ing lar%er locality pay increases at this time.

Finally, the law requires that I include in
this report an assessment of the impact of
my decision on the Government’s ability to
recruit and retain well-qualified employees.
I do not believe this decision will materially
affect our ability to continue to attract and
retain a quality Federal workforce. To the
contrary, since any pay raise above the
amount proposed in this alternative plan
would likely be unfunded, agencies would
have to absorb the additional cost and could
have to freeze hiring to pay the higher rates.
Moreover, the GS “quit” rate continues to
be very low (2.1 percent on an annual basis),
well below the overall average “quit” rate in
private enterprise. Should the need arise, the
Government has many compensation flexi-
bilities, such as special salary rates and re-
cruitment and retention incentives, to main-
tain the high quality workforce that serves
our Nation.

Sincerely,

George W. Bush

NoTE: Identical letters were sent to Nancy Pelosi,
Speaker of the House of Representatives, and
Richard B. Cheney, President of the Senate. This
letter was released by the Office of the Press Sec-
retary on November 28.

Remarks Following Meetings With
Prime Minister Ehud Olmert of
Israel and President Mahmoud
Abbas of the Palestinian Authority
November 28, 2007

Mr. Prime Minister, thank you; Mr. Presi-
dent—a series of successful meetings today
with these leaders. Yesterday was an impor-
tant day, and it was a hopeful beginning. No
matter how important yesterday was, it’s not
nearly as important as tomorrow and the days

beyond.
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I appreciate the commitment of these
leaders to working hard to achieve peace. I
wouldn’t be standing here if I didn’t believe
that peace was possible, and they wouldn’t
be here either if they didn’t think peace was
possible.

It’s very important for the international
community to support these two leaders dur-
ing the bilateral negotiations that will take
place. And one thing I've assured both gen-
tlemen is that the United States will be ac-
tively engaged in the process; that we will
use our power to help you as you come up
with the necessary decisions to lay out a Pal-
estinian state that will live side by side in
peace with Israel.

And so I wish you all the best. I appreciate
your courage and leadership. It’s an honor
to call you friends. And it’s an honor to have
watched you yesterday as you laid out your
respective visions for something we all want,
which is peace in the Holy Land.

Thank you very much.

NoTE: The President spoke at 2:04 p.m. in the
Rose Garden at the White House.

Statement on the Resignation of
Allan B. Hubbard and the
Appointment of Keith Hennessey as
Director of the National Economic
Council

November 28, 2007

As the Director of the National Economic
Council, Al Hubbard has led the economic
policymaking process in my administration
for some of the most challenging economic
issues confronting our Nation. His work has
resulted in creative, sensible policies that
have helped Americans continue to compete
and prosper and live better lives. In leading
the policy process on issues such as taxes,
entitlements, health care, energy security,
the environment, and trade and investment,
Al contributed his own ideas and also worked
to ensure that all views were brought to the
table and given fair analysis and debate.
While many of the policies Al worked to de-
velop are in place today, other policy initia-
tives, including Social Security reform and
health care reform, have laid the foundation
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for policies I believe will be adopted in the
future.

Al came to the White House after spend-
ing nearly 30 years as a successful entre-
preneur and business leader. He brought to
the White House his capacity for hard work
and creative thinking and fostered an open,
cooperative Working environment.

Al has been a valuable leader among my
economic advisers for nearly 3 years, and for
many more years, he and his family have
been friends to Laura and me. Al’s presence
in the White House will be deeply missed.
Laura and I wish Al, his wife, Kathy, and
his children, Will, Sara, and Katie, all the best
as they move on to the next chapter in their
lives.

I am pleased to announce that Keith
Hennessey will succeed Al as Assistant to the
President for Economic Policy and Director
of the National Economic Council. Keith has
been an important member of my White
House team for more than 5 years. He has
served as the deputy to three Directors of
the National Economic Council and has
worked on a broad range of economic policy
issues. Prior to coming to the White House,
Keith worked for Senator Trent Lott and at
the Senate Budget Committee. Keith will
make an outstanding Director of the NEC,
and I look forward to continuing to work with
him.

Statement on the Energy
Information Administration’s Report

November 28, 2007

I was pleased to receive the Energy Infor-
mation Administration’s final report today,
which includes U.S. greenhouse gas emis-
sions for 2006. The final report shows that
emissions declined 1.5 percent from the 2005
level, while our economy grew 2.9 percent.
That means greenhouse gas intensity—how
much we emit per unit of economic activ-
ity—decreased by 4.2 percent, the largest an-
nual improvement since 1985. This puts us
well ahead of the goal I set in 2002 to reduce
greenhouse gas intensity by 18 percent by
2012.

My administration’s climate change policy
is science-based, encourages research break-
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throughs that lead to technology develop-
ment, encourages global participation, and
pursues actions that will help ensure contin-
ued economic growth and prosperity for our
citizens and for people throughout the world.
Since 2001, we have spent almost $37 billion
on climate science, technology development,
and incentives and international assistance.

Recently, we convened representatives of
the world’s major economies—the largest
users of energy and largest producers of
greenhouse gas emissions from both devel-
oped and developing nations—to discuss a
new international approach on energy secu-
rity and climate change. Our aim is to agree
on a detailed contribution for a new global
framework in 2008 that would contribute to
a global agreement under the United Nations
Framework Convention on Climate Change
by 2009. The United States looks forward to
working with partners to reach consensus on
a “Bali roadmap” at the upcoming U.N.
meeting on climate change in Indonesia in
December.

Energy security and climate change are
two of the important challenges of our time.
The United States takes these challenges se-
riously, and we are effectively confronting
climate change through regulations, public-
private partnerships, incentives, and strong
investment in new technologies. Our guiding
principle is clear: We must lead the world
to produce fewer greenhouse gas emissions,
and we must do it in a way that does not
undermine economic growth or prevent na-
tions from delivering greater prosperity for

their people.

Executive Order 13452—
Establishing an Emergency Board To
Investigate Disputes Between the
National Railroad Passenger
Corporation and Certain of Its
Employees Represented by Certain
Labor Organizations

November 28, 2007

Disputes exist between National Railroad
Passenger Corporation (Amtrak) and certain
of its employees represented by certain labor
organizations. The labor organizations in-
volved in these disputes are designated on
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the attached list, which is made a part of this
order.

The disputes have not heretofore been ad-
justed under the provisions of the Railway
Labor Act, as amended (45 U.S.C. 151 et
seq.) (RLA).

In the judgment of the National Mediation
Board, these disputes threaten substantially
to interrupt interstate commerce to a degree
that would deprive sections of the country
of essential transportation service.

Now, Therefore, by the authority vested
in me as President by the Constitution and
the laws of the United States, including sec-
tion 10 of the RLA (45 U.S.C. 160), it is here-
by ordered as follows:

Section 1. Establishment of Emergency
Board (Board). There is established, effec-
tive 12:01 a.m. eastern standard time on De-
cember 1, 2007, a Board of five members
to be appointed by the President to inves-
tigate and report on these disputes. No mem-
ber shall be pecuniarily or otherwise inter-
ested in any organization of railroad employ-
ees or any carrier. The Board shall perform
its functions subject to the availability of
funds.

Sec. 2. Report. The Board shall report to
the President with respect to the disputes
within 30 days of its creation.

Sec. 3. Maintaining Conditions. As pro-
vided by section 10 of the RLA, from the
date of the creation of the Board and for 30
days after the Board has submitted its report
to the President, no change in the conditions
out of which the disputes arose shall be made
by the parties to the controversy, except by
agreement of the parties.

Sec. 4. Records Maintenance. The records
and files of the Board are records of the Of-
fice of the President and upon the Board’s
termination shall be maintained in the phys-
ical custody of the National Mediation Board.

Sec. 5. Expiration. The Board shall termi-
nate upon the submission of the report pro-
vided for in section 2 of this order.

George W. Bush
The White House,
November 28, 2007.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:57 a.m., November 29, 2007]
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NotE: This Executive order and its attached list
were published in the Federal Register on Novem-
ber 30.

Remarks Following a Meeting With
President Elias Antonio Saca
Gonzalez of El Salvador

November 29, 2007

President Bush. Bienvenidos a mi amigo,
el amigo de los Estados Unidos, Presidente
Saca. Thanks for coming, Mr. President. We
just had an extensive discussion.

I first want to congratulate the President
on winning a distinguished honor with the
IRI award. It’s a recognition of strong leader-
ship. The President deserves the award be-
cause he’s been a strong leader, not only at
home but in the region. The Salvadoran
economy is strong, in part because the Presi-
dent fought hard to have a free trade agree-
ment called CAFTA. And a strong leader al-
ways worries about his people.

And so today the President wanted to
know how his people in the United States
are doing, how the people from his great
country are doing here in the country. And
I thank you for your compassion and your
heart for your fellow citizens.

We share a concern about the drug issue
and the crime issue. We're in the process
of finalizing a strategy to help the Central
American countries deal with these issues.
And I've asked the President to take the lead,
and he has been a strong regional leader as
well as a leader in his home country.

Y por fin, I want to thank the people of
El Salvador for being such strong supporters
in the war against extremists and radicals. I
appreciate the sacrifice of your troops, Mr.
President, and their families as we work
jointly to help others realize the blessings of
liberty and freedom, particularly in Iraq.

Bienvenidos.

President Saca. Thank you very much,
Mr. President. We've had a very broad con-
versation with President Bush, our friend,
our ally, historically, in our struggle to build
a democratic El Salvador. Twenty years ago,
we were in the midst of a war. Today, we
live in peace and democracy and economic
growth.



Administration of George W. Bush, 2007 / Nov. 29

We have discussed with President Bush
about free trade and openness. I'm a true
believer that free trade generates openness
and opportunities for the low income people.
President Bush was always a strong leader
to push CAFTA through.

We have also spoken about the support
that the United States has given us, especially
on the security issue. The President has seen
with good eyes the security—the regional se-
curity plan that we have prepared. And he
has asked financial support to the Congress
for this plan. The President is showing a great
identification with Mexico and Central
America, which is also important for the sta-
bility in the United States.

We have also spoken about the Millen-
nium Account. El Salvador is on the right
track. We’re improving our indicators. We're
investing in our people. We're improving
public security. And El Salvador is one of
the countries with the greatest level of free-
dom in all Latin America. Our country, al-
though small, has an investment great. And
this is very important because we have built
this along 18 years of hard work because no
good results can come overnight. El Salvador
is a society that is in its building a democratic
society, open—in midst of a Latin America
that is filled up with populism today. To con-
tinue on this path is the most adequate thing
we can do.

I want to express my appreciation to Presi-
dent Bush for his support to my fellow men
with the TPS. We have 240,000 Salvadorans
that have been benefited with the TPS,
thanks to the direct support of President
Bush. And today we have spoken of how im-
portant it is for my people to be legally living
here in this country.

I have also invited him to visit El Salvador,
and he has promised me to be there very
soon. So we're going to set up a date for that
important visit.

The United States has in Central America
a region that is very stable after the demo-
cratic construction. We have spoken about
all the important issues, such as the fight
against drug activity, the FOL that we have
in El Salvador to fight drug trafficking that
has allowed all the countries of Central
America to capture large amounts of drugs.
And the Minister Figueroa, the Minister of
Security, has talked to President Bush about
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the regional transnational center against
gangs. El Salvador is working very well with
the FBI and with all Central America. There
is no doubt that the regional plan is going
to be a complete success.

I have reiterated to President Bush that
we share our criteria on freedom, on democ-
racy. And he is a very strong ally of El Sal-
vador. It is important for El Salvador to re-
main democratic, making its people grow,
without populism and, of course, with great
government responsibility. The United States
has been our partner and our friend.

So thank you very much, Mr. President.

President Bush. Si. Thank you all.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 10:56 a.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. President Saca
referred to Minister of Public Security and Justice
Rene Figueroa. President Saca spoke in Spanish,
and his remarks were translated by an interpreter.
The Office of the Press Secretary also released
a Spanish language transcript of these remarks.

Remarks Following a Briefing by
Senior Department of Defense
Officials in Arlington, Virginia
November 29, 2007

Good afternoon. Thanks for coming. I just
finished briefings with Secretary Gates, Dep-
uty Secretary England, Admiral Mullen, and
the Joint Chiefs. We discussed the long-term
needs of our military services and the impor-
tance of progressing with modernization.

The men and women of this Department,
the Department of Defense, are helping to
carry out the Government’s most important
duty: protecting the American people. Every
day, they confront America’s enemies. Every
day, they work to stop the spread of dan-
gerous weapons. And every day, they guard
against those seeking to bring another day
of destruction to our shores. The missions
of this Department are essential to saving
American lives, and they are too important
to be disrupted or delayed or put at risk.

Beginning in February, I submitted de-
tailed funding requests to the United States
Congress to fund operations in the war on
terror. Our military has waited on these
funds for months. The funds include money
to carry out combat operations against the
enemy in Afghanistan and Iraq; they include
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money to train the Afghan and Iraqi security
forces to take on more responsibility for the
defense of their countries; they include
money for intelligence operations to protect
our troops on the battlefield.

Pentagon officials have warned Congress
that the continued delay in funding our
troops will soon begin to have a damaging
impact on the operations of this Department.
The warning has been laid out for the United
States Congress to hear.

Recently, Secretary Gates sought to clear
up any misperception that the Department
can fund our troops for an indefinite period
simply by shifting money around. In fact,
Congress limits how much money can be
moved from one account to the other. Sec-
retary Gates has already notified Congress
that he will transfer money from accounts
used to fund other activities of the military
services to pay for current operations in Iraq
and Afghanistan—and no more money can
be moved. So he has directed the Army and
Marine Corps to develop a plan to lay off
civilian employees, to terminate contracts,
and to prepare our military bases across the
country for reduced operations. These are
contingency steps that a prudent manager
must take.

Secretary Gates and America’s senior mili-
tary officials have made a reasoned case to
Congress for the funds they need to keep
the military running. They have carefully ex-
plained the need to plan prudently should
those funds not be forthcoming. Secretary
Gates puts it this way: “The Defense Depart-
ment is like the world’s biggest supertanker.
It cannot turn on a dime, and I cannot steer
it like a skiff.”

The American people expect us to work
together to support our troops. That’s what
they want. They do not want the Government
to create needless uncertainty for those de-
fending our country and uncertainty for their
families. They do not want disputes in Wash-
ington to undermine our troops in Iraq Jjust
as they're seeing clear signs of success.

Here in Washington, leaders have a re-
sponsibility to send the right message to the
rest of the world. Let us tell our enemies
that America will do what it takes to defeat
them. Let us tell Afghans and Iragis that we
will stand with them as they take the fight
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to our common enemies. Let us tell our men
and women in uniform that we will give them
what they need to succeed in their missions,
without strings and without delay.

I ask Congress to provide this essential
funding to our troops before the Members
leave on their Christmas vacation. And I
thank the members of this Department for
their hard work, their sacrifice, their courage,
and their dedication to peace.

God bless.

NoTE: The President spoke at 3:59 p.m. at the
Pentagon.

Statement on the Death of Former
Representative Henry J. Hyde

November 29, 2007

Laura and I are deeply saddened by the
death of former Congressman Henry Hyde.
From his service in the Navy during World
War II until his retirement from the U.S.
House of Representatives last year, Henry
Hyde led a life devoted to public service.
During more than 30 years as a Congress-
man, he represented the people of Illinois
with character and dignity and always stood
for a strong and purposeful America. This
fine man believed in the power of freedom,
and he was a tireless champion of the weak
and forgotten. He used his talents to build
a more hopeful America and promote a cul-
ture of life. Earlier this month, in recognition
of his good and purposeful life, I was proud
to award Henry Hyde the Medal of Free-
dom.

Congressman Hyde’s passing represents a
great loss to the people of Illinois and our
Nation, and our thoughts and prayers are
with his family in this sad hour.

Proclamation 8207—World AIDS
Day, 2007

November 29, 2007

By the President of the United States
of America
A Proclamation

On World AIDS Day, we reaffirm our
commitment to fighting and preventing HIV/



Administration of George W. Bush, 2007 / Nov. 30

AIDS in America and around the world. We
also remember those who have lost their lives
to this terrible disease and those who con-
tinue to suffer.

HIV/AIDS is a global challenge. In 2003,
my Administration launched the President’s
Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief (PEPFAR),
a $15 billion mobilization, to help support
prevention, treatment, and care programs in
some of the hardest hit countries around the
world. PEPFAR’s ABC approach—absti-
nence, being faithful, and using condoms—
with abstinence as the only sure way to avoid
the sexual transmission of HIV/AIDS, is
helping stop the spread of this devastating

isease.

In the United States as well, HIV/AIDS
affects too many of our families, neighbors,
and friends. We continue to fund research
to develop new methods of treatment and
prevention, and to emphasize voluntary HIV
screening as a routine part of health care.
The Ryan White CARE Act has provided
Americans in need with better access to med-
ical care, antiretroviral treatments, and coun-
seling. With medicine, support, and their
own daily courage, many citizens are man-
aging a condition that was once often fatal.

The pandemic of HIV/AIDS can be de-
feated. The United States is taking the lead
in this great effort, and we stand united with
our international partners in combating this
virus. We also recognize the essential role
that faith-based and community organiza-
tions play in providing support and compas-
sion to those living with the disease. By work-
ing together, we can give hope and comfort
to millions.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim December 1,
2007, as World AIDS Day. On this day and
throughout the year, the red ribbon helps
raise awareness of the importance of fighting
HIV/AIDS. This year, the White House will
display this symbol from the North Portico
to represent America’s commitment to this
struggle. I urge the Governors of the States
and the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, offi-
cials of the other territories subject to the
jurisdiction of the United States, and the
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American people to join me in appropriate
activities to remember those who have lost
their lives to AIDS and to provide support
and comfort to those living with this disease.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twenty-ninth day of November,
in the year of our Lord two thousand seven,
and of the Independence of the United
States of America the two hundred and thir-
ty-second.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., December 3, 2007]

NoOTE: This proclamation will be published in the
Federal Register on December 4.

Remarks on World AIDS Day in
Mount Airy, Maryland
November 30, 2007

Tomorrow is World AIDS Day, and Laura
and I are honored to commemorate the occa-
sion here at the Calvary United Methodist
Church. And we’re honored to commemo-
rate the day with people who have dedicated
their lives to save lives.

I want to start by thanking Ambassador
Mark Dybul, who is the Global AIDS Coor-
dinator. His job is to make sure that Amer-
ica’s great compassion is effective and wide-
spread, that the goals we have set are met.
And I—Mr. Ambassador, you're doing a fine
job, and I want to thank you very much for
serving.

I also want to thank Pastor Dennis Yocum,
the pastor of this church. Dennis, I want to
thank you for your hospitality—it’s not easy
to host the President and all those who follow
the President. I want to thank the members
of your church who have so graciously made
our stay here so comfortable.

I really want to thank the people standing
behind me for not only joining Laura and
me in discussions but for serving as such
powerful examples of the human spirit. Be-
hind me are folks who understand that the
scourge of HIV/AIDS can be mitigated and
that people’s lives can be improved, who
have seen hopelessness and have seen hope,
people who are willing to act on the universal
call to love a neighbor. People here come
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from obviously different backgrounds and
different denominations, yet they share this
timeless calling to heal the sick and comfort
the lonely. And their stories are incredibly
inspirational and touching.

I appreciate the fact that they live out their
faith, just like hundreds of thousands of other
people do who are involved with the HIV/
AIDS crisis. And in so living out their faith,
they better our world.

World AIDS Day is both a day of sadness
and a day of hope. We remember with sad-
ness all those lost to AIDS. We mourn their
lives cut short, their dreams of future denied.
And we ask for God’s blessing on the loved
ones they have left behind. We also mark
this day with hope for the improving pros-
pects of those living with the virus, for the
unprecedented number of infections being
prevented, and for new progress toward
eradicating this disease. Above all, we rededi-
cate ourselves to a great purpose: We will
turn the tide against HIV/AIDS once and for
all.

According to the most recent estimates by
the United Nations, more than 33 million
people around the world live with HIV. They
are mothers; they are fathers, brothers and
sisters, friends and teachers. And each day,
some 5,700 lose their life.

When Americans witness this suffering,
they feel a duty to respond. Some are moti-
vated by conscience and a conviction that
America should use its great influence to be
a force for good. Many others are driven by
faith, by the call to love your neighbor as
yourself, even when that neighbor may live
on the other side of the world. This spirit
of brotherhood and generosity has long de-
fined our country. And over the past 6 years,
we have rallied that spirit in the fight against
HIV/AIDS.

Here at home, we've taken new measures
to increase HIV/AIDS testing and expand
treatment and improve care. We've worked
with health care providers to make voluntary
HIV screening a routine part of medical care,
so all Americans can know their status. We've
worked with Congress to renew the Ryan
White Care Act, which helps HIV/AIDS pa-
tients receive lifesaving drugs.

Overseas, the scope of this challenge is
much longer—much larger, and this Nation
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is responding. In 2003, I proposed the Emer-
gency Plan for AIDS Relief, a 5-year, $15
billion initiative to expand prevention, treat-
ment, and care in the most heavily affected
countries. Congress approved the plan with
bipartisan support. And I want our fellow
citizens to think about what this means.
Every year, American taxpayers send billions
of their hard-earned dollars overseas to save
the lives of people they have never met.

In return for this extraordinary generosity,
Americans expect results, so the emergency
plan includes specific, measurable targets for
progress. It demands honesty and account-
ability for all those involved. It puts local
partners in the lead because they know the
needs of their people best. With this strategy,
we have pioneered a new model for public
health. And so far, the results have been
striking.

Five years ago, only 50,000 people with
AIDS in sub-Sahara Africa were receiving
antiretroviral drugs. Today, thanks to the
emergency plan and to the generosity of the
American taxpayer, that number is nearly 1.4
million. Think about that. Over a 5-year pe-
riod of time, the number of people in sub-
Sahara Africa has increased from 50,000 peo-
ple to 1.4 million thanks to the American tax-
payer. Around the world, another 6.7 million
people with HIV/AIDS have received com-
passionate care, including 2.7 million or-
phans and vulnerable children. Tens of mil-
lions have received prevention messages
based on the proven principles of ABC,
which is “Abstinence, Be faithful, and use
Condoms.”

The money that you have spent is being
spent wisely and saving lives. Some call this
a remarkable success. T call it a good start.
So we have worked with the private sector
and G-8 nations to increase their commit-
ments. This May, I proposed to double our
Nation’s initial pledge to $30 billion over the
next 5 years. These American funds will help
us support treatment for nearly 2.5 million
people, prevent more than 12 million new
infections, and support care for 12 million
people, including more than 5 million or-
phans and vulnerable children. Now the time
has come for the United States Congress to
act again. I'm confident they will, and I call



Administration of George W. Bush, 2007 / Nov. 30

on the Congress to show America’s leader-
ship by reauthorizing the emergency plan
and doubling our commitment to this urgent
cause.

One reason for the effectiveness of our ef-
forts is the leading role of faith-based organi-
zations. Last summer, volunteers from this
church traveled to Namibia to serve at a
home for AIDS orphans. Think about that.
People from this part of Maryland took it
upon themselves to travel to a faraway land
to help orphans, to say we love you, to inspire
through their compassion. With me today is
a fellow named Chris Dominick from the
McLean Bible Church. He briefed Laura
and me and the others on the training that
he had received in order to go to Zambia
tomorrow. Faith-based groups like these are
the foot soldiers in the armies of compassion.
They are changing behavior by changing
hearts, and they are helping to defeat this
epidemic one soul at a time.

This morning I also met a woman a named
Martha Chilufya—was afraid you left.
[Laughter] Eight years ago, she established
Mututa Memorial Center in Zambia to honor
her husband, who had died of AIDS. Today,
the center partners with the emergency plan
and faith-based caregivers to serve more than
150 patients. Martha hosted Laura and Jenna
on their recent trip to Africa. And they lis-
tened to a choir of orphans who had received
loving care at the center. The children sang
these inspiring words: “God, you are really
there . . . when I pray, when I cry, when
Tamll, you are there.”

Stories like these bring pride to our coun-
try, and they should bring something more.
When we support nations seeking to replace
chaos and despair with progress and hope,
we reduce the appeal of extremism. When
we replace despair with progress, when we
replace hopelessness with hope, we add to
the security of our Nation. As well, we make
friends who will always remember that
America stood with them in their hour of
need.

The new relationships that America has
forged in Africa are a high priority for our
Nation. I'm pleased to announce that Laura
and I will travel to sub-Sahara Africa early
next year. I look forward to seeing the results
of America’s generosity and to assure our
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friends that they have a steady partner in the
United States of America.

The Scriptures tell us, “I have set before
you life and death . . . therefore, choose life.”
All who wage the battle against AIDS have
made the choice for life. Because of their
compassion and courage, millions who once
saw the disease as a death sentence now look
to the future with hope. This World AIDS
Day is a day of importance because it’s a day
we resolve to continue the work of healing
and redemption. It’s a day to strive for the
day when the scourge of AIDS is a part of
history.

Laura and I are honored to be here with
you all. May God bless your work; may God
bless those who suffer from HIV/AIDS; may
God continue to bless our country. Thank
you.

NotE: The President spoke at 11:43 a.m. at Cal-
vary United Methodist Church. In his remarks,
he referred to Martha Chilufya, director, Mutata
Memorial Center, Lusaka, Zambia.

Proclamation 8208—National Drunk
and Drugged Driving Prevention
Month, 2007

November 30, 2007

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

Accidents related to drunk and drugged
driving claim the lives of thousands of Ameri-
cans every year. During National Drunk and
Drugged Driving Prevention Month we seek
to raise awareness about the dangers of driv-
ing under the influence of alcohol or drugs
and encourage citizens to drive responsibly.

As a Nation, we must work together to pre-
vent drunk and drugged driving on our roads.
We can all play an important role by edu-
cating family members and friends about the
devastating consequences of impaired driv-
ing and by insisting that they have a des-
ignated driver. Businesses, community orga-
nizations, and faith-based groups can pro-
mote substance abuse prevention and en-
courage alternative sources of transportation.
By encouraging our fellow citizens to make
responsible choices, we can help save lives.
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My Administration is dedicated to
strengthening efforts against drunk and
drugged driving. We have partnered with
communities across America to increase pub-
lic awareness about this serious crime and
prevent impaired drivers from putting them-
selves and others at risk. Through high-visi-
bility enforcement operations, the Depart-
ment of Transportation’s National Highway
Traffic Safety Administration is helping dis-
courage individuals from drinking and driv-
ing. To take drug-impaired drivers off the
streets, the Office of National Drug Control
Policy is working to give law enforcement of-
ficers the tools they need to detect when citi-
zens are driving under the influence of drugs.

During National Drunk and Drugged
Driving Prevention Month and throughout
the year, we are reminded of the importance
of driving free from the influence of alcohol
and drugs. By working together, we can make
our Nation’s roadways safer for everyone.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim December 2007
as National Drunk and Drugged Driving Pre-
vention Month. I urge all Americans to make
responsible decisions and take appropriate
measures to prevent drunk and drugged driv-
ing.

gIn Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this thirtieth day of November, in
the year of our Lord two thousand seven,
and of the Independence of the United
States of America the two hundred and thir-
ty-second.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
11:08 a.m., December 3, 2007]

NoTE: This proclamation will be published in the
Federal Register on December 4.

Digest of Other
White House Announcements

The following list includes the President’s public
schedule and other items of general interest an-
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nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and
not included elsewhere in this issue.

November 24

In the morning, at Camp David, MD, the
President had an intelligence briefing.

In the afternoon, the President and Mrs.
Bush returned to Washington, DC.

November 26

In the morning, the President had an intel-
ligence briefing. Later, in the Situation
Room, he had a video teleconference with
Prime Minister Nuri al-Maliki of Iraq.

In the afternoon, in the Oval Office, the
President met with former Vice President Al
Gore. Later, in the Oval Office, he partici-
pated in a photo opportunity with 2007
Nobel Prize recipients Mario R. Capecchi,
Oliver Smithies, Eric S. Maskin, Roger B.
Myerson, Al Gore, Susan Solomon, Sharon
L. Hays, and Harlan L. Watson.

November 27

In the morning, the President had an intel-
ligence briefing. Later, he traveled to the
U.S. Naval Academy in Annapolis, MD,
where, at Buchanan House, he greeted and
met with Prime Minister Ehud Olmert of
Israel and President Mahmoud Abbas (Abu
Mazen) of the Palestinian Authority.

In the afternoon, the President returned
to Washington, DC. Later, in the Oval Of-
fice, he met with Chairman Abdul Aziz al-
Hakim of the Supreme Council for the Is-
lamic Revolution in Iraq. Then, also in the
Oval Office, he participated in an interview
with the Associated Press.

The President announced his intention to
appoint Abigail Thernstrom as a member of
the U.S. Commission on Civil Rights and,
upon appointment, to redesignate her as Vice
Chairperson.

The President announced his intention to
appoint Peter N. Kirsanow as a member of
the U.S. Commission on Civil Rights.

November 28

In the morning, the President had an intel-
ligence briefing. Later, in the Oval Office,
he met with Minister of Foreign Affairs Yang
Jiechi of China.
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The President announced that he has
named Terri Teuber Moore as Deputy As-
sistant to the President and Deputy Director
of Communications for Policy and Planning,

The President announced that he has
named Luke R. Frans as Special Assistant
to the President and Deputy Director of Po-
litical Affairs.

The President announced that he has
named Robert P. Kadlec as Special Assistant
to the President for Homeland Security and
Senior Director for Biological Defense Pol-
icy.
yThe President announced that he has
named Marie O'Neill Sciarrone as Special
Assistant to the President for Homeland Se-
curity and Senior Director for Cybersecurity
and Information Sharing Policy.

November 29

In the morning, the President had an intel-
ligence briefing. Later, in the Oval Office,
he participated in a photo opportunity with
the U.S. Solheim Cup women’s golf team.

In the afternoon, the President traveled to
Arlington, VA. Later, he returned to Wash-
ington, DC.

In the evening, the President attended a
holiday reception.

November 30

In the morning, the President had an intel-
ligence briefing. Later, he and Mrs. Bush
traveled to Mount Airy, MD, where, at the
Calvary United Methodist Church, they par-
ticipated in a meeting on World AIDS Day.

In the afternoon, the President and Mrs.
Bush returned to Washington, DC.

In the evening, the President attended a
holiday reception.

The President declared a major disaster in
Indiana and ordered Federal aid to supple-
ment State and local recovery efforts in the
areas struck by severe storms and flooding
from August 15-27.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Jonathan Steven Adelstein to be a
Commissioner of the Federal Communica-
tions Commission.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Michael E. Fryzel to be a member
of the National Credit Union Administration
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Board and, upon confirmation, to designate
him as Chairperson.

The President announced his intention to
nominate David R. Hill to be Assistant Ad-
ministrator of the Environmental Protection
Agency (Air and Radiation).

The President announced his intention to
nominate Charles W. Larson, Jr., to be Am-
bassador to Latvia.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Francis Mulvey to be a member
of the Surface Transportation Board.

The President announced his intention to
appoint Peter W. Tredick as a member of
the Presidential Emergency Board No. 242
and, upon appointment, to designate him as
Chair.

The President announced his intention to
appoint the following individuals as members
of the Presidential Emergency Board No.
242: Ira F. Jaffe; Joshua M. Javits; Annette
M. Sandberg; and Helen Mercer Witt.

The President announced his intention to
appoint Edward F. Crawford and Linda
Maynor as members of the Board of Gov-
ernors of the United Service Organizations,
Inc.

The President announced his intention to
appoint the following individuals as members
of the Architectural and Transportation Bar-
riers Compliance Access Board: Douglas An-
derson; John Gunnar Box; Ronald J. Gard-
ner; James R. Harding II; Neil K. Melick;
and Gary Leonard Talbot.

The President announced his intention to
designate Grace C. Becker as Acting Assist-
ant Attorney General (Civil Rights).

The President announced his intention to
designate Nelson M. Ford as Acting Under
Secretary of the Army.

Nominations
Submitted to the Senate

NOTE: No nominations were submitted to the
Senate during the period covered by this issue.
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Checklist
of White House Press Releases

The following list contains releases of the Office
of the Press Secretary that are neither printed as
items nor covered by entries in the Digest of
Other White House Announcements.

Released November 25

Transcript of a teleconference press briefing
by National Security Adviser Stephen J. Had-
ley on the Annapolis conference

Released November 26

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec-
retary Dana Perino

Transcript of a press gaggle by Press Sec-
retary Dana Perino and Deputy National Se-
curity Adviser for Iraq and Afghanistan Lt.
Gen. Douglas E. Lute, USA

Fact sheet: U.S.-Iraq Declaration of Prin-
ciples for Friendship and Cooperation

Released November 27

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec-
retary Dana Perino

Excerpts of the President’s remarks at the
Annapolis conference in Annapolis, Mary-

land

Released November 28

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec-
retary Dana Perino

Advance text of remarks by National Security
Adviser Stephen ]. Hadley at the Paul H.
Nitze School of Advanced International
Studies

Released November 29

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec-
retary Dana Perino

Transcript of a press briefing by Council of
Economic Advisers Chairman Edward P.
Lazear on the administration’s economic
forecast

Transcript of remarks by National Security
Adviser Stephen ]. Hadley at the Paul H.
Nitze School of Advanced International
Studies
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Released November 30

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec-
retary Dana Perino and U.S. Global AIDS
Coordinator Mark Dybul

Statement by the Press Secretary announcing
that the President signed H.R. 2089, H.R.
2976, H.R. 3297, H.R. 3307, H.R. 3308, H.R.
3325, H.R. 3382, H.R. 3446, H.R. 3518, H.R.
3530, and H.R. 2572

Statement by the Press Secretary on disaster
assistance to Indiana

Fact sheet: World AIDS Day 2007

Acts Approved
by the President

Approved November 30

H.R. 2089 / Public Law 110-121

To designate the facility of the United States
Postal Service located at 701 Loyola Avenue
in New Orleans, Louisiana, as the “Louisiana
Armed Services Veterans Post Office”

H.R. 2276 / Public Law 110-122

To designate the facility of the United States
Postal Service located at 203 North Main
Street in Vassar, Michigan, as the “Corporal
Christopher E. Esckelson Post Office Build-

ng

H.R. 3297 / Public Law 110-123

To designate the facility of the United States
Postal Service located at 950 West Trenton
Avenue in Morrisville, Pennsylvania, as the
“Nate DeTample Post Office Building”

H.R. 3307 / Public Law 110-124

To designate the facility of the United States
Postal Service located at 570 Broadway in
Bayonne, New Jersey, as the “Dennis P. Col-
lins Post Office Building”

H.R. 3308 / Public Law 110-125

To designate the facility of the United States
Postal Service located at 216 East Main
Street in Atwood, Indiana, as the “Lance
Corporal David K. Fribley Post Office”
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H.R. 3325 / Public Law 110-126

To designate the facility of the United States
Postal Service located at 235 Mountain Road
in Suffield, Connecticut, as the “Corporal
Stephen R. Bixler Post Office”

H.R. 3382 / Public Law 110-127

To designate the facility of the United States
Postal Service located at 200 North William
Street in Goldsboro, North Carolina, as the
“Philip A. Baddour, Sr. Post Office”

H.R. 3446 / Public Law 110-128

To designate the facility of the United States
Postal Service located at 202 East Michigan
Avenue in Marshall, Michigan, as the “Mi-
chael W. Schragg Post Office Building”
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H.R. 3518 / Public Law 110-129

To designate the facility of the United States
Postal Service located at 1430 South High-
way 29 in Cantonment, Florida, as the
“Charles H. Hendrix Post Office Building”

H.R. 3530 / Public Law 110-130

To designate the facility of the United States
Postal Service located at 1400 Highway 41
North in Inverness, Florida, as the “Chief
Warrant Officer Aaron Weaver Post Office
Building”

H.R. 3572 / Public Law 110-131

To designate the facility of the United States
Postal Service located at 4320 Blue Parkway
in Kansas City, Missouri, as the “Wallace S.
Hartsfield Post Office Building”



