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have—and the economic reforms. We have 
discussed about the problems of HIV/AIDS, 
the problem of malaria, challenges in edu-
cation. And the United States Government 
will help us to meet these challenges as we 
go along. And I think this is an excellent hu-
manitarian gesture for which I, personally, 
and the people and Government of Nigeria 
are extremely grateful. 

We have discussed one—security issues 
and the security within Nigeria itself, within 
the Niger Delta region, and within the Gulf 
of Guinea. And we have also discussed secu-
rity issues—peace and security on the Afri-
can Continent. And we shall partner with— 
[inaudible]—to assist not only Nigeria but 
also the African Continent, to actualize its 
peace and security—[inaudible]—initiative, 
which is an initiative to help standby forces 
of brigade-size in each of the regional eco-
nomic groupings within the African Con-
tinent. 

I think what we have discussed has given 
me hope. And myself, the Government, and 
people of Nigeria are inspired by the United 
States of America’s achievement and the 
principles which guide it. And this is a posit 
we are trading, and the friendship and under-
standing of the United States will propel Ni-
geria with this inspiration to make the trans-
formations that we need to do into a modern 
nation from an underdeveloped nation, capa-
ble of meeting the development and needs 
of its people. 

I thank you very much, Mr. President. This 
is a rare opportunity. 

President Bush. Thank you, sir. Thank 
you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:50 a.m. in the 
Oval Office at the White House. 

Statement on the Death of Brigadier 
General Francois El Hajj of Lebanon 
December 13, 2007 

I strongly condemn yesterday’s assassina-
tion of Lebanese Brigadier General Francois 
El Hajj and extend my condolences to his 
family and the families of the innocents who 
were murdered alongside him. 

This assassination marks the 12th political 
assassination or attempted assassination Leb-

anon has suffered since October 2004. Like 
the many victims before him, General El 
Hajj was a supporter of Lebanon’s independ-
ence and an opponent of Syria’s interference 
in Lebanon’s internal affairs. I call on the 
international community to support the Gov-
ernment of Lebanon in its efforts to bring 
to justice the perpetrators of these vicious 
attacks and to stand with the citizens of Leb-
anon who continue to struggle to safeguard 
their freedom, sovereignty, and democracy. 

This act of terrorism again reminds us of 
the importance of the international tribunal 
established by the U.N. Security Council ear-
lier this year and of the urgency of ensuring 
that the tribunal is fully funded and capable 
of commencing its operations as soon as pos-
sible, to begin holding accountable those re-
sponsible for this systematic campaign of 
murder against Lebanon’s most ardent patri-
ots. We must work together to support and 
strengthen an independent and democratic 
Lebanon. 

This attack comes as Lebanon is seeking 
to choose a new President. The United States 
supports the efforts of the democratically 
elected Lebanese Government and the Leb-
anese Armed Forces to maintain the sov-
ereignty and stability of Lebanon before the 
Presidential elections. As Lebanon seeks to 
select a President democratically and in ac-
cordance with its Constitution, interference 
by the Syrian regime and its allies, aimed at 
intimidating the Lebanese people, must end. 
The people of Lebanon deserve the oppor-
tunity to choose their leaders in freedom and 
without fear. 

Remarks Following a Cabinet 
Meeting and an Exchange With 
Reporters 

December 14, 2007 

The President. Good morning. I just fin-
ished meeting with members of my Cabinet. 
I am proud of this team. I appreciate their 
service to the country. We discussed the pri-
orities that we’re working on to meet the 
needs of the American people. We’re talking 
about the business that remains on Capitol 
Hill. 
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I want to thank the Senate and congratu-
late the Senate for passing a good energy bill, 
and now the House must act. Congress also 
must move quickly to pass legislation to pro-
tect middle class families from the burden 
of the Alternative Minimum Tax, without 
raising taxes. And Congress must pass legisla-
tion to ensure our intelligence professionals 
can continue to effectively monitor terrorist 
communications. 

And Congress must move forward with 
spending legislation to fund the day-to-day 
operations of the Federal Government so 
that the Cabinet Departments can provide 
essential services for the American people. 

Because Congress did not pass any spend-
ing bills by the end of the fiscal year—with 
the exception of one—many essential serv-
ices are now being funded under what’s 
called a continuing resolution. This is a bill 
that keeps the Federal Government running 
on a temporary basis while lawmakers work 
out their differences. 

In recent days, lawmakers have made 
some important progress in working out such 
differences. I’m pleased to hear that they are 
close to reaching agreement on a budget. 
There are a lot of details left to be worked 
out, and I hope they will pass a bill that is 
fiscally responsible and does not raise taxes. 
I also understand that Congress may provide 
a downpayment on the war funding I re-
quested, without artificial timetables for 
withdrawal. 

These are encouraging signs. Unfortu-
nately, Members of Congress have not been 
able to complete their work by today, when 
the current continuing resolution expires. So 
last night Congress passed another con-
tinuing resolution that will fund the Govern-
ment for one more week—and I just signed 
the resolution. 

I hope Congress will use the additional 
time productively. I urge them to pass a clean 
spending package that meets the reasonable 
spending levels I have put forward, without 
gimmicks, without policy riders that could 
not be enacted in the ordinary legislative 
process, and with much needed funding for 
our troops in combat. 

It would be disappointing if Members of 
Congress did not finish their work by the 
holidays. But if they don’t, they should not 

carry the unfinished business of 2007 into 
the new year. Instead, they should pass a 1- 
year continuing resolution that does not in-
clude wasteful spending or higher taxes. And 
they must ensure that our troops on the 
frontlines have the funds and resources they 
need to prevail. 

I’ll take a couple of questions. Deb [Deb 
Riechmann, Associated Press]. 

Major League Baseball 
Q. Mr. President, on the Mitchell report, 

sir, do you think that the baseball players ac-
tually mentioned in the report should be 
punished? 

The President. A couple of reactions to 
the Mitchell report—as you know, I’m a 
baseball fan. I love the sport; I love the game. 
Like many fans, I’ve been troubled by the 
steroid allegations. I think it’s best that all 
of us not jump to any conclusions on indi-
vidual player’s name, but we can jump to this 
conclusion: that steroids have sullied the 
game, and players and the owners must take 
the Mitchell report seriously. I’m confident 
they will. 

And my hope is that this report is a part 
of putting the steroid era of baseball behind 
us. You know, I—in the State of the Union 
a couple of years ago, I addressed the issue 
of steroids, and the reason I did so is because 
I understand the impact that professional 
athletes can have on our Nation’s youth. And 
I just urge our—those in the public spotlight, 
particularly athletes, to understand that when 
they violate their bodies, they’re sending a 
terrible signal to America’s young. 

Toby [Tabassum Zakaria, Reuters]. 

North Korea 
Q. Mr. President, what was Kim Jong Il’s 

message to you in response to your letter to 
him? And what was—what is your response 
to him? 

The President. Well, first, I’m—you 
know, I got his attention with a letter, and 
he can get my attention by fully disclosing 
his programs, including any plutonium he 
may have processed and converted—that— 
into whatever he’s used it for. We just need 
to know. 

As well, he can get our attention by fully 
disclosing his proliferation activities. We have 
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laid out a way forward. And I say ‘‘we’’— 
there’s four other countries that have joined 
us; we’ve got what’s called the six-party talks. 
And the five of us agree that there’s a way 
forward for the—Kim Jong Il, and an impor-
tant step is a full declaration of programs, 
materials that may have been developed to 
create weapons, as well as the proliferation 
activities of the regime. 

Thank you very much. 
Q. Oh, don’t stop now. 
The President. I had a—well, I’ve got 

freezing Cabinet members out here. [Laugh-
ter] They’re whispering; you can’t hear their 
whispers. [Laughter] I can just feel their vibe 
saying, ‘‘I’m envious. They’re all wearing 
these expensive coats, and here we are.’’ 
[Laughter] 

I hope you enjoyed the holiday bash as 
much as I did. I noticed some of the silver-
ware is missing. [Laughter] We’ll be taking 
a full inventory. [Laughter] Happy holidays. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:32 a.m. in the 
Rose Garden at the White House. In his remarks, 
he referred to Chairman Kim Jong Il of North 
Korea. He also referred to H.J. Res. 69, which 
was assigned Public Law No. 110–137. A reporter 
referred to former Senator George J. Mitchell, au-
thor of a report to the commissioner of baseball 
on the use of illegal performance-enhancing sub-
stances in Major League Baseball. 

Remarks With President Alan Garcia 
Perez of Peru on Signing the United 
States-Peru Trade Promotion 
Agreement Implementation Act 

December 14, 2007 

President Bush. Thank you. Thank you, 
please be seated. Good afternoon. Buenas 
tardes. President Garcia, thank you for being 
here. 

Peru and the United States are strong part-
ners, and today, we’re making that partner-
ship even stronger. In a few moments, I’ll 
have the honor of signing a bill that approves 
the vital free trade agreement between Peru 
and the United States. The bill will help in-
crease opportunities for workers, ranchers, 
farmers, and businessmen in both our coun-
tries. 

I want to thank the many Members of 
Congress, both in the House and the Senate, 
who came together to get this bill passed. 
I particularly want to thank the Members of 
Congress who are here today: the ranking 
member of the Ways and Means, Jim 
McCrery from Louisiana; Wally Herger from 
California; and Kevin Brady from the great 
State of Texas. [Laughter] 

I appreciate members of my Cabinet who 
have joined us today: the Secretary of State, 
Condi Rice; Hank Paulson, Secretary of the 
Treasury; Secretary of Commerce Carlos 
Gutierrez; Ambassador Sue Schwab, USTR; 
former Ambassador—I guess you still call 
him Ambassador, but he used to work for 
us—Rob Portman is here as well. [Laughter] 
And the reason the members of the Cabinet 
are here is because this administration is 
firmly committed to free and fair trade. We 
believe it’s in the interest of the United 
States. 

I want to thank John Walters as well, who 
is with us today. He’s a member of the Cabi-
net—there he is. I want to thank Chuck Con-
nor, Acting Secretary of the Agriculture; 
Steve Preston, U.S. Business Administration. 

I welcome our Peruvian guests. I thank the 
Ambassadors from countries in our neighbor-
hood; I’m glad you’re here—Ambassadors 
from El Salvador, Honduras, Chile, Mexico, 
Canada, Guatemala, Dominican Republic. I 
thank the Ambassadors and other representa-
tives from countries who have pending free 
trade agreements before the United States 
Congress: the Ambassador from Colombia, 
Panama, and as well the Republic of Korea. 

I thank those from the—who care about 
trade, who’ve joined us today. I appreciate 
your hard work on getting these agreements 
signed and ratified. And you know what I 
know, that when we extend trade, when we 
expand trade, America advances our deepest 
values as well as our economic interests. 
Opening markets has helped expand democ-
racy. Openings markets helps expand and 
strengthen the rule of law. And opening mar-
kets helps lift millions out of poverty. 

Open markets contribute to America’s 
prosperity. Exports now account for a larger 
percentage of our GDP than at any other 
time in our history, which means that trade 

VerDate Aug 31 2005 12:12 Dec 18, 2007 Jkt 214250 PO 00000 Frm 00012 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 E:\PRESDOCS\P50DET4.014 P50DET4ys
hi

ve
rs

 o
n 

P
R

O
D

1P
C

62
 w

ith
 P

R
E

S
D

O
C

S
T


