Week Ending Friday, December 21, 2007

Statement on Senate Confirmation of
James B. Peake as Secretary of
Veterans Affairs

December 14, 2007

I am pleased that the Senate unanimously
confirmed Dr. James Peake to serve as Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs. Dr. Peake is a
decorated veteran, highly skilled physician,
and proven leader who has devoted his ca-
reer to serving America’s men and women
in uniform. His decades of expertise in com-
bat medicine and health care management
have provided him with a thorough under-
standing of the Department’s responsibility
to care for America’s veterans.

One of his first tasks as Secretary will be
to ensure that my administration continues
to swiftly implement the recommendations
of the Dole-Shalala Commission on Wound-
ed Warriors. I am confident that he will build
upon our record of improving care, reducing
bureaucracy, and ensuring that our veterans
receive the benefits they deserve.

NoTE: The statement referred to former Senator
Bob Dole and former Secretary of Health and
Human Services Donna E. Shalala, Cochairs,
President’s Commission on Care for America’s
Returning Wounded Warriors. This item was not
received in time for publication in the appropriate
issue.

The President’s Radio Address
December 15, 2007

Good morning. In a time of war, America’s
top priority should be to ensure that our
troops on the frontlines get the funding they
need. So beginning in February, I submitted
detailed funding requests to Congress to
fund operations in the war on terror. Con-
gress has had months to pass this funding.
Unfortunately, with just days to go before
Members leave for their Christmas vacation,

they still have not come through with these
funds.

This week, Congress considered a defense
authorization bill. An authorization bill is a
pledge to spend money. Under such a bill,
Congress will make a promise to fund our
troops in combat. But a congressional prom-
ise, even if enacted, does not pay the bills.
It is time for Congress to provide our troops
with actual funding.

The stakes are high for our men and
women on the frontlines. Our troops are
striking blows against the terrorists and ex-
tremists in Iraq and Afghanistan, and these
funds are critical to their continued success.
The funds I have requested include money
to carry out combat operations against the
enemy. They include money to train the Iraqi
and Afghan security forces to take on more
responsibility for the defense of their coun-
tries. They include money for civilian agen-
cies deployed in the field with our military
to help build local governments and create
jobs. And they include money for intelligence
operations to protect our troops on the bat-
tlefield.

Congress has had plenty of time to con-
sider the emergency funds our troops need.
Time is running out. And Pentagon officials
say that continued delay in funding our
troops will soon begin to have a damaging
impact on the operations of our military.
Congress’s responsibility is clear: They must
deliver vital funds for our troops, and they
must do it before they leave for Christmas.
Our men and women on the frontlines will
be spending this holiday season far from their
families and loved ones. And this Christmas,
they deserve more than words from Con-
gress; they deserve action.

Thank you for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 11:15 a.m.
on December 14 in the Cabinet Room at the
White House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on De-
cember 15. The transcript was made available by
the Office of the Press Secretary on December
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