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NoTE: The President spoke at 9:37 a.m. at the
Emirates Palace Hotel. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi Sheikh Mo-
hammed bin Zayed Al Nahyan.

Remarks Prior to a Discussion With
Young Arab Leaders in Dubai,
United Arab Emirates

January 14, 2008

The President. Thank you, sir. I'm proud
to be with you. Your Highness, thank you
very much. I appreciate you picking this par-
ticular location. It is a fantastic view of
your—of Dubai.

First of all, just a couple of impressions—
I'm most impressed with what I've seen here.
The entrepreneurial spirit is strong and,
equally importantly, the desire to make sure
that all aspects of society are—have hope and
encouragement. And I appreciate your lead-
ership, Your Highness.

And I want to thank you, sir, for having
me. I'm looking forward to talking to the
young leaders from around the region. I will
answer your questions. And I also want you
to understand something about America: that
we respect you; we respect your religion; and
we want to work together for the sake of free-
dom and peace.

And I thank—TI'm particularly pleased to
know that you have set up interchanges with
some of the young in my country. You'll find
them to be compassionate, decent people
who share the same goals and dreams. And
so I want to thank you for coming.

Your Highness, I'm so honored by your
hospitality.

Ruler of Dubai Sheikh Muhammad bin
Rashid al-Maktum. Thank you, sir. It is our
pleasure to have you.

The President. Thank you, sir.

NotE: The President spoke at 1:22 p.m. at the
Burj Al Arab Hotel.

Proclamation 8215—Religious
Freedom Day, 2008

January 14, 2008

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

Thomas Jefferson counted the freedom of
worship as one of America’s greatest bless-
ings. He said it was “a liberty deemed in
other countries incompatible with good gov-
ernment, and yet proved by our experience
to be its best support.” On Religious Free-
dom Day, we celebrate the 1786 passage of
the Virginia Statute for Religious Freedom.

The freedom to worship according to one’s
conscience is one of our Nation’s most cher-
ished values. It is the first protection offered
in the Bill of Rights: that “Congress shall
make no law respecting an establishment of
religion, or prohibiting the free exercise
thereof.” In America, people of different
faiths can live together united in peace, toler-
ance, and humility. We are committed to the
proposition that as equal citizens of the
United States of America, all are free to wor-
ship as they choose.

In an era during which an unprecedented
number of nations have embraced individual
freedom, we have also witnessed the stub-
born endurance of religious repression. Reli-
gious freedom belongs not to any one nation,
but to the world, and my Administration con-
tinues to support freedom of worship at
home and abroad. On Religious Freedom
Day and throughout the year, we recognize
the importance of religious freedom and the
vital role it plays in spreading liberty and en-
suring human dignity.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim January 16, 2008,
as Religious Freedom Day. I call on all
Americans to reflect on the great blessing of
religious liberty, endeavor to preserve this
freedom for future generations, and com-
memorate this day with appropriate events
and activities.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this fourteenth day of January, in



