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the ‘‘Treaty’’) and the Agreement on Certain 
Aspects of Mutual Legal Assistance in Crimi-
nal Matters between the Government of the 
United States of America and the Govern-
ment of the Republic of Bulgaria (the ‘‘MLA 
Agreement’’), both signed at Sofia on Sep-
tember 19, 2007. I also transmit, for the in-
formation of the Senate, the report of the 
Department of State with respect to the Ex-
tradition Treaty and the MLA Agreement. 

The new Extradition Treaty would replace 
the outdated Extradition Treaty between the 
United States and Bulgaria, signed in Sofia 
on March 19, 1924, and the Supplementary 
Extradition Treaty, signed in Washington on 
June 8, 1934. The MLA Agreement is the 
first agreement between the two countries 
on mutual legal assistance in criminal mat-
ters. Both the Extradition Treaty and the 
MLA Agreement fulfill the requirements for 
bilateral instruments (between the United 
States and each European Union (EU) Mem-
ber State) that are contained in the Extra-
dition and Mutual Legal Assistance Agree-
ments between the United States and the EU 
currently before the Senate. 

The Extradition Treaty follows generally 
the form and content of other extradition 
treaties recently concluded by the United 
States. It would replace an outmoded list of 
extraditable offenses with a modern ‘‘dual 
criminality’’ approach, which would enable 
extradition for such offenses as money laun-
dering, and other newer offenses not appear-
ing on the list. The Treaty also contains a 
modernized ‘‘political offense’’ clause, and it 
provides that extradition shall not be refused 
based on the nationality of a person sought 
for any of a comprehensive list of serious of-
fenses. Finally, the new Treaty incorporates 
a series of procedural improvements to 
streamline and speed the extradition process. 

Because the United States and Bulgaria do 
not have a bilateral mutual legal assistance 
treaty in force between them, the MLA 
Agreement is a partial treaty governing only 
those issues regulated by the U.S.-EU Mu-
tual Legal Assistance Agreement, specifi-
cally: identification of bank information, joint 
investigative teams, video-conferencing, ex-
pedited transmission of requests, assistance 
to administrative authorities, use limitations, 
confidentiality, and grounds for refusal. This 

approach is consistent with that taken with 
the other EU Member States (Denmark, 
Finland, Malta, Portugal, Slovak Republic, 
and Slovenia) with which the United States 
did not have an existing mutual legal assist-
ance treaty. 

I recommend that the Senate give early 
and favorable consideration to the Extra-
dition Treaty and MLA Agreement, along 
with the U.S.-EU Extradition and Mutual 
Legal Assistance Agreements and the other 
related bilateral instruments between the 
United States and European Union Member 
States. 

George W. Bush 

The White House, 
January 22, 2008. 

NOTE: This message was released by the Office 
of the Press Secretary on January 23. 

Remarks During a Briefing With 
Mayors on Free Trade Agreements 
January 23, 2008 

I’m so honored that mayors from around 
our country have come. First of all, I want 
to thank you all very much for serving. I’ve 
often said being mayor is a lot tougher than 
being President—I don’t have to fill the pot-
holes and empty the garbage. [Laughter] But 
I thank you for serving our country. 

We’ve got mayors from both political par-
ties here. We didn’t have a political discus-
sion; we had a discussion on what’s best for 
America, particularly given the economic un-
certainty we face. I talked to them about my 
desire to work with the Congress to get a 
stimulus package passed, one that’s going to 
be robust enough to affect the economy, sim-
ple enough for people to understand it, and 
efficient enough to have an impact. And I’m 
confident that we can get something done. 
There’s a spirit of—that is—that says, we 
need to take a fundamentally strong economy 
and help it deal with the uncertainties with 
a progrowth package. 

One way we can also send a message that 
we want to continue to grow is to open up 
markets for U.S. products and services. We 
were talking about these trade votes that are 
coming up in front of the Congress and the 
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importance of getting markets opened up for 
our workers and entrepreneurs. These trade 
agreements that we’re about to vote on— 
there are goods coming from their countries 
coming to our country relatively tariff free; 
our goods and services going to their country 
with a tariff on it. In other words, they’re 
not treating us the way we’re treating them. 

The American people expect us to be— 
expect America to be treated fairly, and that’s 
what these free trade agreements do. It cer-
tainly doesn’t make any sense to say in a 
country like Colombia, your goods can come 
in our way, but our goods can’t come your 
way—being treated the same way. And by 
opening up markets, by having us treated 
fairly, we’ll have 100 million new customers. 
And I like that opportunity for American 
workers and farmers and businesspeople. 
See, I believe we can compete with anybody, 
anywhere, so long as the rules are fair. 

And so these mayors who are living close 
to the people understand that by opening up 
markets, businesses in their communities and 
workers in their communities will benefit. 
And I want to thank you all for coming. We 
have a good opportunity to get the deal done, 
and I’m looking forward to working with 
Congress to get these packages passed. These 
are progrowth, and they’re good for America. 
And thanks for giving Secretary Gutierrez 
and I a chance to visit with you. 

Thank you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:45 p.m. in the 
Roosevelt Room at the White House. 

Statement on Signing an Executive 
Order To Reform How the United 
States Reviews National Security 
Concerns That May Arise From 
Foreign Investments 
January 23, 2008 

Today I issued an Executive order reform-
ing how the United States reviews national 
security concerns that may arise from foreign 
investments, in light of the Foreign Invest-
ment and National Security Act of 2007. The 
Executive order furthers the goals of the new 
law by ensuring that the Committee on For-
eign Investment in the United States will re-

view carefully the national security concerns, 
if any, raised by certain foreign investments 
into the United States. The Executive order 
reaffirms our commitment to open econo-
mies and our policy of welcoming foreign in-
vestment and the important economic bene-
fits that such investment brings. At the same 
time, the Executive order sets forth proce-
dures for protecting our national security, 
recognizing that our openness is vital to our 
prosperity and security. 

NOTE: The statement referred to Executive Order 
13456. 

Executive Order 13456—Further 
Amendment of Executive Order 
11858 Concerning Foreign 
Investment in the United States 

January 23, 2008 

By the authority vested in me as President 
by the Constitution and the laws of the 
United States of America, including section 
721 of the Defense Production Act of 1950, 
as amended (50 U.S.C. App. 2170), and sec-
tion 301 of title 3, United States Code, it 
is hereby ordered as follows: 

Section 1. Amendment to Executive Order 
11858. Executive Order 11858 of May 7, 
1975, as amended, is further amended to 
read as follows: 

‘‘FOREIGN INVESTMENT IN THE 
UNITED STATES 

By the authority vested in me as President 
by the Constitution and the laws of the 
United States of America, including section 
721 of the Defense Production Act of 1950, 
as amended (50 U.S.C. App. 2170), and sec-
tion 301 of title 3, United States Code, it 
is hereby ordered as follows: 

Section 1. Policy. International invest-
ment in the United States promotes eco-
nomic growth, productivity, competitiveness, 
and job creation. It is the policy of the United 
States to support unequivocally such invest-
ment, consistent with the protection of the 
national security. 

Sec. 2. Definitions. (a) The ‘‘Act’’ as used 
in this order means section 721 of the De-
fense Production Act of 1950, as amended. 
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