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importance of getting markets opened up for
our workers and entrepreneurs. These trade
agreements that we’re about to vote on—
there are goods coming from their countries
coming to our country relatively tariff free;
our goods and services going to their country
with a tariff on it. In other words, theyre
not treating us the way we're treating them.

The American people expect us to be—
expect America to be treated fairly, and that’s
what these free trade agreements do. It cer-
tainly doesn’t make any sense to say in a
country like Colombia, your goods can come
in our way, but our goods can’t come your
way—being treated the same way. And by
opening up markets, by having us treated
fairly, we’ll have 100 million new customers.
And T like that opportunity for American
workers and farmers and businesspeople.
See, I believe we can compete with anybody,
anywhere, so long as the rules are fair.

And so these mayors who are living close
to the people understand that by opening up
markets, businesses in their communities and
workers in their communities will benefit.
And T want to thank you all for coming. We
have a good opportunity to get the deal done,
and I'm looking forward to working with
Congress to get these packages passed. These
are progrowth, and they’re good for America.
And thanks for giving Secretary Gutierrez
and I a chance to visit with you.

Thank you.

NoTE: The President spoke at 1:45 p.m. in the
Roosevelt Room at the White House.

Statement on Signing an Executive
Order To Reform How the United
States Reviews National Security
Concerns That May Arise From
Foreign Investments

January 23, 2008

Today I issued an Executive order reform-
ing how the United States reviews national
security concerns that may arise from foreign
investments, in light of the Foreign Invest-
ment and National Security Act of 2007. The
Executive order furthers the goals of the new
law by ensuring that the Committee on For-
eign Investment in the United States will re-
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view carefully the national security concerns,
if any, raised by certain foreign investments
into the United States. The Executive order
reaffirms our commitment to open econo-
mies and our policy of welcoming foreign in-
vestment and the important economic bene-
fits that such investment brings. At the same
time, the Executive order sets forth proce-
dures for protecting our national security,
recognizing that our openness is vital to our
prosperity and security.

NOTE: The statement referred to Executive Order
13456.

Executive Order 13456—Further
Amendment of Executive Order
11858 Concerning Foreign
Investment in the United States

January 23, 2008

By the authority vested in me as President
by the Constitution and the laws of the
United States of America, including section
721 of the Defense Production Act of 1950,
as amended (50 U.S.C. App. 2170), and sec-
tion 301 of title 3, United States Code, it
is hereby ordered as follows:

Section 1. Amendment to Executive Order
11858. Executive Order 11858 of May 7,
1975, as amended, is further amended to
read as follows:

“FOREIGN INVESTMENT IN THE
UNITED STATES

By the authority vested in me as President
by the Constitution and the laws of the
United States of America, including section
721 of the Defense Production Act of 1950,
as amended (50 U.S.C. App. 2170), and sec-
tion 301 of title 3, United States Code, it
is hereby ordered as follows:

Section 1. Policy. International invest-
ment in the United States promotes eco-
nomic growth, productivity, competitiveness,
and job creation. It is the policy of the United
States to support unequivocally such invest-
ment, consistent with the protection of the
national security.

Sec. 2. Definitions. (a) The “Act” as used
in this order means section 721 of the De-
fense Production Act of 1950, as amended.



