104

Sec. 9. Duties of the Secretary of Com-
merce. The Secretary of Commerce shall:

(a) obtain, consolidate, and analyze infor-
mation on foreign investment in the United
States;

(b) monitor and, where necessary, improve
procedures for the collection and dissemina-
tion of information on foreign investment in
the United States;

(c) prepare for the public, the President
or heads of departments or agencies, as ap-
propriate, reports, analyses of trends, and
analyses of significant developments in ap-
propriate categories of foreign investment in
the United States; and

(d) compile and evaluate data on signifi-
cant transactions involving foreign invest-
ment in the United States.

Sec. 10. General Provisions. (a) The heads
of departments and agencies shall provide,
as appropriate and to the extent permitted
by law, such information and assistance as
the Committee may request to implement
the Act and this order.

(b) Nothing in this order shall be con-
strued to impair or otherwise affect:

(i) authority granted by law to a depart-
ment or agency or the head thereof;

(ii) functions of the Director of the Office
of Management and Budget relating to budg-
et, administrative, or legislative proposals; or

(iii) existing mitigation agreements.

(c) This order shall be implemented con-
sistent with applicable law and subject to the
availability of appropriations.

(d) Officers of the United States with au-
thority or duties under the Act or this order
shall ensure that, in carrying out the Act and
this order, the actions of departments, agen-
cies, and the Committee are consistent with
the President’s constitutional authority to: (i)
conduct the foreign affairs of the United
States; (ii) withhold information the disclo-
sure of which could impair the foreign rela-
tions, the national security, the deliberative
processes of the Executive, or the perform-
ance of the Executive’s constitutional duties;
(iii) recommend for congressional consider-
ation such measures as the President may
judge necessary and expedient; and (iv) su-
pervise the unitary executive branch.
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Sec. 11. Revocation. Section 801 of Exec-
utive Order 12919 of June 3, 1994, is re-
voked.”

Sec. 2. General Provision. This order is
not intended to, and does not, create any
right or benefit, substantive or procedural,
enforceable at law or in equity, by any party
against the United States, its departments,
agencies or entities, its officers, employees,
or agents, or any other person.

George W. Bush

The White House,
January 23, 2008.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
10:38 a.m., January 24, 2008]

NoTE: This Executive order was published in the
Federal Register on January 25.

Remarks on a Bipartisan Economic
Growth Agreement

January 24, 2008

This morning my administration reached
an agreement with Speaker Pelosi and Mi-
nority Leader Boehner on an economic
growth package. And Mr. Secretary, thank
you for handling negotiations, and appreciate
your hard work.

This agreement was the result of intensive
discussions and many phone calls, late-night
meetings, and the kind of cooperation that
some predicted was not possible here in
Washington. It also required patience, deter-
mination, and good will. I thank the Speaker
and I thank Leader Boehner for their hard
work and for their leadership and for showing
the American people that we can come to-
gether to help our Nation deal with difficult
economic challenges.

I am pleased that this agreement meets
the criterion that I set forth last week to pro-
vide an effective, robust, and temporary set
of incentives that will boost our economy and
encourage job creation. This package has the
right set of policies and is the right size. The
incentives in this package will lead to higher
consumer spending and increased business
investment this year. Importantly, this pack-
age recognizes that lowering taxes is a power-
ful and efficient way to help consumers and
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businesses. I have always believed that allow-
ing people to keep more of their own money
and to use it as they see fit is the best way
to help our economy grow.

I'm also pleased that this agreement does
not include any tax increases as well as un-
necessary spending projects that would have
little immediate impact on our economy.

I know Americans are concerned about
our economic future. Our economy is struc-
turally sound, but it is dealing with short-
term disruptions in the housing market and
the impact of higher energy prices. These
challenges are slowing growth. Yet Ameri-
cans can also be confident about our long-
term outlook. Our economy is strong; it is
dynamic; and it is resilient. It has led the
world for many decades, and with the right
policies in place, including the extension of
the tax cuts passed in 2001 and 2003 that
have helped our economy, I firmly believe
we're going to continue to lead the world.

Because the country needs this boost to
the economy now, I urge the House and the
Senate to enact this economic growth agree-
ment into law as soon as possible. We have
an opportunity to come together and take the
swift, decisive action our economy urgently
needs.

Secretary Paulson is here to answer any
of your questions. At my request, he has
taken the lead in negotiations, like I men-
tioned, and you did a superb job, Mr. Sec-
retary. Thank you very much.

NoTE: The President spoke at 2:31 p.m. in the
James S. Brady Press Briefing Room at the White
House.

Remarks Following a Meeting With
Elsa Morejon
January 24, 2008

The President. A while ago, I had the
honor of presenting the National Medal of
Freedom to a patriot of Cuba and a lover
of liberty, Oscar Biscet. He was not able to
receive the award because he’s in a Cuban
prison for speaking out on behalf of human
rights and human dignity. Today his wife,
Elsa Morejon, is here. She has taken some
time from Cuba to come to the United States
to visit her son. She came up to the Oval
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Office to see me, and I'm most honored and
most grateful.

We have a comfortable life here in Amer-
ica by and large, and it’s hard for us to imag-
ine what it would be like for—to live in a
society as repressive as the society of Fidel
and Raul Castro. This good woman has had
to suffer through days and weeks of depriva-
tion and worry because the love of her life
is in a Cuban prison simply because of his
beliefs. It’s my honor to welcome you here.

My call is for the world to help women
such as Elsa. My call is for those who believe
that the Cuba of today is a hopeful place to
recognize the realities. This is a country that
has got political prisoners who are lan-
guishing in the jails, who are mistreated in
the jails. Our message is, is that political pris-
oners ought to be free, and so should the
Cuban people—free to express themselves
and free to realize their God-given talents.
So I want to welcome you. Que Dios le
bendiga.

Ms. Morejon. My name is Elsa Morejon.
I'm a Cuban woman. I've come here to the
United States to visit my son. My husband
has spent most of his youth and is now sen-
tenced to 25 more years in jail for defending
human rights and for defending civil lib-
erties. He has devoted his life to the cause
of defending human rights in Cuba and
throughout the world. We do not live in a
free country, and I must now return to Cuba.

I want to thank President Bush for inviting
me to this meeting today. And I would like
to speak to the international community and
exhort them to work for the release of all
political prisoners, along with my husband,
to obtain their immediate and unconditional
release from Cuban prisons.

The President. Thank you.
Ms. Morejon. Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3 p.m. in the Oval
Office at the White House. In his remarks, he
referred to President Fidel Castro Ruz and Vice
President Raul Castro Ruz of Cuba. Ms. Morejon
spoke in Spanish, and her remarks were translated
by an interpreter. The Office of the Press Sec-
retary also released a Spanish language transcript
of these remarks.



