Weekly Compilation of

Presidential
Documents

Monday, January 28, 2008
Volume 44—Number 3
Pages 91-111



Contents

Addresses and Remarks

Bipartisan economic growth agreement—104

Congressional leaders, meeting—94

Elsa Morejon, meeting—105

Free trade agreements, briefing with
mayors—100

March for Life—93

Martin Luther King, Jr., Memorial Library,
remarks during visit—92

President’s Advisory Council on Financial
Literacy—94

Radio address—91

West Virginia, “Congress of Tomorrow”
Luncheon in White Sulphur Springs—106

Communications to Congress

Bulgaria-U.S. extradition treaty, message
transmitting—99

International Convention on the Control of
Harmful Anti-Fouling Systems on Ships,
message transmitting—99

Romania-U.S. extradition treaty, message
transmitting—98

Turkey-U.S. agreement concerning peaceful
uses of nuclear energy, message
transmitting—97

WEEKLY COMPILATION OF

PRESIDENTIAL DOCUMENTS

Published every Monday by the Office of the Federal Reg-
ister, National Archives and Records Administration, Washing-
ton, DC 20408, the Weekly Compilation of Presidential Docu-
ments contains statements, messages, and other Presidential
materials released by the White House during the preceding
week.

The Weekly Compilation of Presidential Documents is pub-
lished pursuant to the authority contained in the Federal Reg-
ister Act (49 Stat. 500, as amended; 44 U.S.C. Ch. 15), under
regulations prescribed by the Administrative Committee of the
Federal Register, approved by the President (37 FR 23607;
1 CFR Part 10).

Communications to Federal Agencies

Determination on the Proposed Agreement
for Cooperation Between the United States
of America and the Republic of Turkey
Concerning Peaceful Uses of Nuclear
Energy, memorandum—97

Executive Orders

Establishing the President’s Advisory Council
on Financial Literacy—95

Further Amendment of Executive Order
11858 Concerning Foreign Investment in
the United States—101

Proclamations
National Sanctity of Human Life Day—91
Statements by the President

Executive order to reform how the U.S.
reviews national security concerns that may
arise from foreign investments, statement
on signing—101

Intelligence reform legislation, congressional
action—106

Supplementary Materials

Acts approved by the President—111

Checklist of White House press releases—110

Digest of other White House
announcements—107

Nominations submitted to the Senate—108

Distribution is made only by the Superintendent of Docu-
ments, Government Printing Office, Washington, DC 20402.
The Weekly Compilation of Presidential Documents will be
furnished by mail to domestic subscribers for $80.00 per year
(8137.00 for mailing first class) and to foreign subscribers for
$93.75 per year, payable to the Superintendent of Documents,
Government Printing Office, Washington, DC 20402. The
charge for a single copy is $3.00 ($3.75 for foreign mailing).

The Weekly Compilation of Presidential Documents is also
available on the Internet on the GPO Access service at http:/
www.gpoaccess.gov/weomp/index.html.

There are no restrictions on the republication of material
appearing in the Weekly Compilation of Presidential Docu-
ments.



00€$ ‘osn areaud 10} Ajeusd

9¢-D "'ON LINY3d SSIANISNA 1VIOI440

0do
2002 OQ uoibuiysem
aivd S334 ® I9VLSOd
QYVANVLS d3.140S34d SINIWND0A 40 LINIANILNIHINS

301440 ONILNIHd LNJWNH3IAOD SN




Week Ending Friday, January 25, 2008

Proclamation 8217—National
Sanctity of Human Life Day, 2008

January 18, 2008

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

On National Sanctity of Human Life Day,
we recognize that each life has inherent dig-
nity and matchless value, and we reaffirm our
steadfast determination to defend the weak-
est and most vulnerable members of our soci-
ety.

America was founded on the belief that
all men are created equal and have an in-
alienable right to life, liberty, and the pursuit
of happiness, and our country remains com-
mitted to upholding that founding principle.
Since taking office, I have signed legislation
to help protect life at all stages, and my Ad-
ministration will continue to encourage adop-
tion, fund abstinence education and crisis
pregnancy programs, and support faith-based
groups. Today, as our society searches for
new ways to ease human suffering, we must
pursue the possibilities of science in a man-
ner that respects the sacred gift of life and
upholds our moral values.

Our Nation has made progress in its efforts
to protect human life, and we will strive to
change hearts and minds with compassion
and decency. On National Sanctity of Human
Life Day and throughout the year, we help
strengthen the culture of life in America and
work for the day when every child is wel-
comed in life and protected in law.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim Sunday, January
20, 2008, as National Sanctity of Human Life
Day. I call upon all Americans to recognize
this day with appropriate ceremonies and to
underscore our commitment to respecting

and protecting the life and dignity of every
human being.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this eighteenth day of January, in
the year of our Lord two thousand eight, and
of the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and thirty-second.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:56 a.m., January 24, 2008]

NoOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on January 25. This item was not
received in time for publication in the appropriate
issue.

The President’s Radio Address
January 19, 2008

Good morning. Yesterday I visited Wright
Manufacturing, a business in Frederick,
Maryland, that makes commercial
lawnmowers. Businesses like Wright are the
driving force behind our economic success.
They create jobs and opportunities for mil-
lions of workers. And entrepreneurs like
those at Wright Manufacturing keep our
economy growing.

This is a challenging period for our econ-
omy, and I know many of you listening are
concerned about the future. My advisers and
many outside experts expect that our econ-
omy will continue to grow over the coming
year, but at a slower rate than we have en-
joyed for the past few years. And there’s a
risk of a downturn. Continued instability in
the housing market, for example, could cause
additional harm to the overall economy and
put our growth and job creation in jeopardy.

In recent months, we have taken steps to
shore up the housing sector, including meas-
ures to help struggling homeowners avoid
foreclosure and keep their homes. I have also
asked Congress to pass legislation to mod-
ernize the Federal Housing Administration

91
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and enable it to provide more assistance to
struggling homeowners. Congress needs to
send me a bill with these reforms right away.

After careful consideration and discussion
with Members of Congress, I have concluded
that additional action is needed to keep our
economy growing and creating jobs. Con-
gress and my administration need to work
together to enact an economic growth pack-
age as soon as possible.

As Congress considers such a plan, there
are certain principles that should guide their
deliberations. This growth package must be
big enough to make a difference in an econ-
omy as large and dynamic as ours, which
means it should be about 1 percent of GDP.
This growth package must be built on broad-
based tax relief that will directly affect eco-
nomic growth, not the kind of spending
projects that would have little immediate im-
pact on our economy. This growth package
must be temporary and take effect right away
so we can get help to our economy when
it is needed most. And this growth package
must not include any tax increases.

Specifically, this growth package should
bolster both business investment and con-
sumer spending, which are critical to eco-
nomic growth. This requires two key provi-
sions. To be effective, a growth package must
include tax incentives for American busi-
nesses, including small businesses, to make
investments in their enterprises this year.
And it must also include direct and rapid in-
come tax relief for Americans like you.

Passing a new growth package is our most
pressing economic priority. And when that
is done, Congress must turn to the most im-
portant economic priority for our country:
making sure the tax relief now in place is
not taken away from you. Unless Congress
acts, the marriage penalty will make a come-
back, the child tax credit will be cut in half,
the death tax will come back to life, and tax
rates will go up on regular income, capital
gains, and dividends. This tax increase would
put jobs and economic growth at risk. So it
is critical that Congress make this tax relief
permanent.

I am optimistic about our economy be-
cause people like you have shown time and
again that Americans are the most indus-
trious, creative, and enterprising people in

the world. That is what has made our econ-

omy strong, and that is what will make it

stronger in the challenging times ahead.
Thank you for listening.

NoTE: The address was recorded at 12:15 p.m.
on January 18 in the Cabinet Room at the White
House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on January 19.
The transcript was made available by the Office
of the Press Secretary on January 18 but was em-
bargoed for release until the broadcast. The Office
of the Press Secretary also released a Spanish lan-
guage transcript of this address.

Remarks During a Visit to the Martin
Luther King, Jr., Memorial Library

January 21, 2008

Thanks for having us. Listen, Laura and
I are thrilled to be with you. We’re honored
to be with the Mayor and Councilman Jack
Evans. We appreciate very much the—Serve
DC, that is working to inspire volunteerism,
and I want to thank this beautiful library for
hosting us.

I just got a couple of comments I want
to say. First of all, Martin Luther King Day
is—means two things to me. One is the op-
portunity to renew our deep desire for Amer-
ica to be a hope—a land of promise for every-
body, a land of justice, and a land of oppor-
tunity. It’s also an opportunity to serve our
fellow citizens. They say Martin Luther King
Day is not a day off; it should be a day on.
And so today Laura and I witnessed acts of
compassion as citizens were here in the li-
brary volunteering their time, and that’s
what’s happening all across America today.

But a day on should be not just one day;
it really ought to be every day. And our fellow
citizens have got to understand that by loving
a neighbor like you'd like to be loved your-
self, by reaching out to someone who hurts,
by just simply living a life of kindness and
compassion, you can make America a better
place and fulfill the dream of Martin Luther
King.

Martin Luther King is a towering figure
in the history of our country. And it is fitting
that we honor his service and his courage
and his vision. And today we’re witnessing
people doing just that by volunteering their
time.
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So we’re honored to be with you. We're
proud to be with you on this important na-
tional holiday. Mr. Mayor, thank you for
coming. Jack, glad you're here. Appreciate
you all taking time out of your day to visit
with us.

Thank you.

NoTE: The President spoke at 9:42 am. In his
remarks, he referred to Mayor Adrian M. Fenty
of  Washington, DC; and Jack Evans,
councilmember, Council of the District of Colum-
bia.

Remarks to March for Life
Participants
January 22, 2008

Nellie, good to be with you. We're fellow
west Texans who care deeply about the value
of human life. Other members of the board
of directors for the March for Life, leaders
of the pro-life community, and all those who
are here with us for the march, it's good to
have you here, and welcome to the White
House.

As T look out at you, I'll see some folks
who have been traveling all night to get here.
[Laughter] Youre slightly  bleary-eyed.
[Laughter] T1l see others who are getting
ready for a day out in the cold. But mostly
I see faces that shine with a love for life.

I see people with a deep conviction that
even the most vulnerable member of the
human family is a child of God. You're here
because you know that all life deserves to
be protected. And as you begin your march,
I'm proud to be standing with you.

Thirty-five years ago today, the United
States Supreme Court declared and decided
that under the law, an unborn child is not
considered a person. But we know many
things about the unborn. Biology confirms
that from the start, each unborn child is a
separate individual with his or her own ge-
netic code. Babies can now survive outside
the mother’s womb at younger and younger
ages. And the fingers and toes and beating
hearts that we can see on an unborn child’s
ultrasound come with something that we can-
not see, a soul.

Today, we're heartened—we’re heartened
by the news that the number of abortions

is declining. But the most recent data reports
that more than one in five pregnancies end
in an abortion. America is better than this,
so we will continue to work for a culture of
life where a woman with an unplanned preg-
nancy knows there are caring people who will
support her, where a pregnant teen can carry
her child and complete her education, where
the dignity of both the mother and child is
honored and cherished.

We aspire to build a society where each
one of us is welcomed in life and protected
in law. We haven’t arrived, but we are mak-
ing progress. Here in Washington, we passed
good laws that promote adoption and extend
legal protection to children who are born de-
spite abortion attempts. We came together
to ban the cruel practice of partial-birth abor-
tion. And in the past year, we have prevented
that landmark law from being rolled back.

We've seen the dramatic breakthroughs in
stem cell research that it is possible to ad-
vance medical science while respecting the
sanctity of life. Building a culture of life re-
quires more than law; it requires changing
hearts. And as we reach out to others and
find common ground, we can see the
glimmerings of a new America on a far shore.
This America is rooted in our belief that in
a civilized society, the strong protect the
weak. This America is nurtured by people
like you, who speak up for the weak and the
innocent. This America is the destiny of a
people whose founding document speaks of
the right to life that is a gift of our Creator,
not a grant of the state.

My friends, the time is short, and your
march is soon. [Laughter] As you give voice
to the voiceless, I ask you to take comfort
from this: The hearts of the American people
are good. Their minds are open to persua-
sion. And our history shows that a cause root-
ed in human dignity and appealing to the
best instincts of the American people cannot
fail. So take heart.

Take heart, be strong, and go forth. May
God bless you.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 9:01 a.m. in the
East Room at the White House for later broadcast
to march participants on the National Mall in
Washington, DC. In his remarks, he referred to
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Nellie J. Gray, president, March for Life Edu-
cation and Defense Fund. A tape was not available
for verification of the content of these remarks.

Remarks Prior to a Meeting With
Congressional Leaders

January 22, 2008

I want to thank the leaders for coming.
I initially intended to brief the leaders of the
House and the Senate on my trip to the Mid-
dle East, and I intend to do so. But we’re
going to spend some time talking about this
economy and the need for us to find common
ground for an effective progrowth economic
package. We had a good call last Thursday,
and I want to thank the Speaker and the lead-
er and other Members. And Secretary
Paulson had a good meeting today.

I believe we can find common ground to
get something done that’s big enough and
effective enough so that an economy that is
inherently strong gets a boost to make sure
that this uncertainty doesn’t translate into
more economic woes for our workers and
small-business people.

And so I really want to thank you all for
coming, and I'm looking forward to our dis-
cussions. And—look, there’s a—everybody
wants to get something done quickly, but we
want to make sure it gets done right and
make sure that we're—everybody is realistic
about a—the timetable. Legislative bodies
don’t move as—necessarily in an orderly,
quick way. And therefore, these leaders are
committed, and they want to get something
done. But we want to make sure we're real-
istic about how fast that can possibly happen.
And so when we say, “as soon as possible,”
that means within the—obviously within the
ability of these bodies to effectively do their
jobs.

So I have got reasonable expectations
about how fast something can happen, but
I also am optimistic that something will hap-
pen. And I appreciate very much the leader-
ship being here today. Thank you all.

NotE: The President spoke at 2:43 p.m. in the
Cabinet Room at the White House.

Jan.
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Remarks on the President’s Advisory
Council on Financial Literacy
January 22, 2008

I appreciate members of my Cabinet join-
ing me today with some of our citizens who
care about the future of our country and are
willing to do something about it. Earlier
today I signed an Executive order estab-
lishing the President’s Advisory Council on
Financial Literacy. I have asked people from
the business world, the faith world, the non-
profit world to join this council in order to
come up with recommendations as to how
to better educate people from all walks of
life about matters pertaining to their finances
and their future.

Chuck Schwab is the Chairman of this
group, and John Hope Bryant is the Vice
Chair. These two men have agreed to take
time to take the lead, and I appreciate it.

You know, it’s interesting that if we want
America to be as hopeful a place as it can
be, we want people owning assets. We want
people investing. We want people owning
homes. But, oftentimes, to be able to do so
requires literacy when it comes to financial
matters. And sometimes people just simply
don’t know what they’re looking at and read-
ing. And it can lead to personal financial cri-
ses, and that personal financial crises, if accu-
mulated to too many folks, hurts our country.

One of the issues that many of our folks
are facing now are these subprime mort-
gages. I just wonder how many people, when
they bought a subprime mortgage, knew
what they were getting into. The low interest
rates sounded very attractive, and all of a sud-
den, that contract kicks in, and people are
paying high interest rates. One of the mis-
sions is to make sure that when somebody
gets a financial instrument, they know what
they're getting into; they know what they're
buying; they understand.

We want people to own assets. We want
people to be able to manage their assets. We
want people to understand basic financial
concepts and how credit cards work and how
credit scores affect you, how you can benefit
from a savings account or a bank account.
That's what we want. And this group of citi-
zens has taken the lead, and I really thank
them—thank you a lot.
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There’s a—I understand that there are im-
mediate concerns and that one of them has
to do with our economy. This administration
is monitoring our economy very carefully.
Secretary Paulson is frequently giving me up-
dates about conversations he’s had with peo-
ple around the world and, obviously, with
people inside America about our economy.

We have confidence in the long-term
strength of America, and so should the Amer-
ican people. This is a flexible, this is a resil-
ient, this is a dynamic economy, and the en-
trepreneurial spirit is high. But there is some
uncertainty that we’re going to have to deal
with. And one good way to deal with that
uncertainty is to work with Congress to pass
an economic growth package, a package that
is big enough to affect a large economy, a
package that will stimulate consumer spend-
ing, and a package that will stimulate busi-
ness, including small business, investment.

Hank had good meetings today with the
leadership up there on Capitol Hill, very con-
structive meetings that lead me to say that
I'm confident that we can get an agreement
passed, and we can get an agreement passed
in relatively short order. All of us want to
get something done. All of us want to get
something done that will be temporary and
effective, and all of us want to get something
done as fast as possible.

Earlier today I commented that the legisla-
tive process takes time, and I just want to
make sure that people’s expectations are set
right. But I left the meeting that I just had
in the Cabinet Room with the leadership in
the House and the Senate with a very positive
feeling. All of us understand that we need
to work together; all of us understand that
we need to do something that will be effec-
tive; and all of us understand that now is the
time to work together to get a package done.

And that’s why Secretary Paulson has
taken the lead for our administration. He will
be the negotiator for the administration. He
too is upbeat that we can get something
done.

I appreciate very much you all coming. I
appreciate what you're doing. When we look
back at this Council, and people will say,
“Well, we're glad that the administration
took the action it took because somebody’s
life is going to be better as a result of it.”

Thanks for serving. God bless. Appreciate
you.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 4:05 p.m. in the
Roosevelt Room at the White House.

Executive Order 13455—
Establishing the President’s Advisory
Council on Financial Literacy
January 22, 2008

By the authority vested in me as President
by the Constitution and the laws of the
United States of America and to promote and
enhance financial literacy among the Amer-
ican people, it is hereby ordered as follows:

Section 1. Policy. To help keep America
competitive and assist the American people
in understanding and addressing financial
matters, it is the policy of the Federal Gov-
ernment to encourage financial literacy
among the American people.

Sec. 2. Establishment of the Council.
There is established within the Department
of the Treasury the President’s Advisory
Council on Financial Literacy (Council).

Sec. 3. Membership and Operation of the
Council. (a) The Council shall consist of 19
members appointed by the President from
among individuals not employed by the Fed-
eral Government, consistent with subsection
(b) of this section.

(b) In selecting individuals for appoint-
ment to the Council, appropriate consider-
ation should be given to selection of individ-
uals with backgrounds as providers of, con-
sumers of, promoters of access to, and edu-
cators with respect to financial education and
financial services. Each individual member
of the Council will serve as a representative
of his or her industry, trade group, public
interest group, or other organization or
group. The composition of the Council will
reflect the views of diverse stakeholders.

(c) The President shall designate a Chair
and a Vice Chair from among the members
of the Council.

(d) Subject to the direction of the Sec-
retary of the Treasury (Secretary), the Chair
shall convene and preside at meetings of the
Council, determine its agenda, direct its
work, and, as appropriate to deal with par-
ticular subject matters, establish and direct



96 Jan. 22 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2008

the work of subgroups of the Council that
shall consist exclusively of members of the
Council.

(e) The Vice Chair shall perform:

(i) the duties of the Chair when the posi-
tion of Chair is vacant; and

(ii) such other functions as the Chair may
from time to time assign.

Sec. 4. Functions of the Council. To assist
in implementing the policy set forth in sec-
tion 1 of this order, the Council shall:

(a) obtain information and advice con-
cerning financial literacy as appropriate in
the course of its work from:

(i) officers and employees of executive
departments and agencies (including
members of the Financial Literacy
and Education Commission), unless
otherwise directed by the head of the
department or agency;

(ii) State, local, territorial, and tribal offi-
cials;

(iii) providers of, consumers of, promoters
of access to, and educators with re-
spect to financial services;

(iv) experts on matters relating to the pol-
icy set forth in section 1; and

(v) such other individuals as the Sec-
retary may direct;

(b) advise the President and the Secretary
consistent with this order on means to imple-
ment effectively the policy set forth in sec-
tion 1, including by providing advice on
means to:

(i) improve financial education efforts
for youth in school and for adults in
the workplace;

(ii) promote effective access to financial
services, especially for those without
access to such services;

(iii) establish effective measures of na-
tional financial literacy;

(iv) conduct research on financial knowl-
edge, including the collection of data
on the extent of financial knowledge
of individuals; and

(v) strengthen and coordinate public and
private sector financial education pro-
grams; and

(c) periodically report to the President,
through the Secretary, on:

(i) the status of financial literacy in the
United States;

(ii) progress made in implementing the
policy set forth in section 1 of this
order; and

(iii) recommendations on means to fur-
ther implement the policy set forth
in section 1 of this order, including
with respect to the matters set forth
in subsection (b)(i) through (v) of this
section.

Sec. 5. Administration of the Council. (a)
To the extent permitted by law, the Depart-
ment of the Treasury shall provide funding
and administrative support for the Council,
as determined by the Secretary, to imple-
ment this order.

(b) The heads of executive departments
and agencies shall provide, as appropriate
and to the extent permitted by law, such as-
sistance and information to the Council as
the Secretary may request to implement this
order.

(c) Members of the Council:

(i) shall serve without any compensation
for their work on the Council; and

(ii) while engaged in the work of the
Council, may be allowed travel ex-
penses, including per diem in lieu of
subsistence, as authorized by law for
persons serving intermittently in the
Government (5 U.S.C. 5701-5707),
consistent with the availability of
funds.

(d) The Secretary shall designate an officer
or employee of the United States within the
Department of the Treasury to serve as an
Executive Director to supervise the adminis-
trative support for the Council.

Sec. 6. Termination of the Council. Unless
extended by the President, the Council shall
terminate 2 years from the date of this order.

Sec. 7. General Provisions. (a) Insofar as
the Federal Advisory Committee Act, as
amended (5 U.S.C. App.) (Act), may apply
to the Council, any functions of the President
under the Act, except for those in section
6 of the Act, shall be performed by the Sec-
retary in accordance with the guidelines
issued by the Administrator of General Serv-
ices.

(b) Nothing in this order shall be con-
strued to impair or otherwise affect:
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(i) authority granted by law to a depart-
ment or agency or the head thereof;
or

(ii) functions of the Director of the Office
of Management and Budget relating
to budget, administrative, or legisla-
tive proposals.

(c) This order shall be implemented con-
sistent with applicable law and subject to the
availability of appropriations.

(d) This order is not intended to, and does
not, create any right or benefit, substantive
or procedural, enforceable at law or in eq-
uity, by any party against the United States,
its departments, agencies, or entities, its offi-
cers, employees, or agents, or any other per-
son.

George W. Bush

The White House,
January 22, 2008.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:57 a.m., January 23, 2008]

NoOTE: This Executive order was published in the
Federal Register on January 24.

Memorandum on Determination on
the Proposed Agreement for
Cooperation Between the United
States of America and the Republic
of Turkey Concerning Peaceful Uses
of Nuclear Energy

January 22, 2008

Presidential Determination No. 2008-8

Memorandum for the Secretary of State and
the Secretary of Energy

Subject: Determination on the Proposed
Agreement for Cooperation Between the
United States of America and the Republic
of Turkey Concerning Peaceful Uses of
Nuclear Energy

I have considered the proposed Agree-
ment for Cooperation Between the United
States of America and the Republic of Tur-
key Concerning Peaceful Uses of Nuclear
Energy, signed at Ankara on July 26, 2000,
along with the views, recommendations, and
statements of interested agencies.

I approve the proposed Agreement and
have determined the performance of the
Agreement will promote, and will not con-
stitute an unreasonable risk to, the common
defense and security.

The Secretary of State is authorized to
publish this determination in the Federal
Register.

George W. Bush

NoOTE: This message was released by the Office
of the Press Secretary on January 23.

Message to the Congress
Transmitting the Turkey-United
States Agreement Concerning
Peaceful Uses of Nuclear Energy

January 22, 2008

To the Congress of the United States:

I transmit to the Congress, pursuant to
sections 123 b. and 123 d. of the Atomic En-
ergy Act of 1954, as amended (42 U.S.C.
2153(b),(d))(the “Act”), the text of the pro-
posed Agreement for Cooperation between
the United States of America and the Repub-
lic of Turkey Concerning Peaceful Uses of
Nuclear Energy (the “Agreement”) together
with a copy of the unclassified Nuclear Pro-
liferation Assessment Statement (NPAS) and
of my approval of the proposed Agreement
and determination that the proposed Agree-
ment will promote, and will not constitute
an unreasonable risk to, the common defense
and security. The Secretary of State will sub-
mit the classified NPAS and accompanying
annexes separately in appropriate secure
channels.

The Agreement was signed on July 26,
2000, and President Clinton approved and
authorized execution and made the deter-
minations required by section 123 b. of the
Act (Presidential Determination 2000-26, 65
FR 44403 (July 18, 2000)). However, imme-
diately after signature, U.S. agencies received
information that called into question the con-
clusions that had been drawn in the required
NPAS and the original classified annex, spe-
cifically, information implicating Turkish pri-
vate entities in certain activities directly relat-
ing to nuclear proliferation. Consequently,
the Agreement was not submitted to the
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Congress and the executive branch under-
took a review of the NPAS evaluation.

My Administration has completed the
NPAS review as well as an evaluation of ac-
tions taken by the Turkish government to ad-
dress the proliferation activities of certain
Turkish entities (once officials of the U.S.
Government brought them to the Turkish
government’s attention). The Secretary of
State, the Secretary of Energy, and the mem-
bers of the Nuclear Regulatory Commission
are confident that the pertinent issues have
been sufficiently resolved and that there is
a sufficient basis (as set forth in the classified
annexes, which will be transmitted separately
by the Secretary of State) to proceed with
congressional review of the Agreement and,
if legislation is not enacted to disapprove it,
to bring the Agreement into force.

In my judgment, entry into force of the
Agreement will serve as a strong incentive
for Turkey to continue its support for non-
proliferation objectives and enact future
sound nonproliferation policies and prac-
tices. It will also promote closer political and
economic ties with a NATO ally, and provide
the necessary legal framework for U.S. indus-
try to make nuclear exports to Turkey’s
planned civil nuclear sector.Q06

This transmittal shall constitute a submittal
for purposes of both section 123 b. and 123
d. of the Act. My Administration is prepared
to begin immediate consultations with the
Senate Foreign Relations Committee and the
House Foreign Affairs Committee as pro-
vided in section 123 b. Upon completion of
the period of 30 days of continuous session
provided for in section 123 b., the period of
60 days of continuous session provided for
in section 123 d. shall commence.

George W. Bush
The White House,
January 22, 2008.

NOTE: This message was released by the Office
of the Press Secretary on January 23.
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Message to the Senate Transmitting
the Romania-United States
Extradition Treaty and Protocols on
Mutual Legal Assistance in Criminal
Matters

January 22, 2008

To the Senate of the United States:

With a view to receiving the advice and
consent of the Senate to ratification, I trans-
mit herewith the Extradition Treaty between
the United States of America and Romania
(the “Extradition Treaty” or the “Treaty”)
and the Protocol to the Treaty between the
United States of America and Romania on
Mutual Legal Assistance in Criminal Matters
(the “Protocol”), both signed at Bucharest on
September 10, 2007. I also transmit, for the
information of the Senate, the reports of the
Department of State with respect to the Ex-
tradition Treaty and Protocol.

The Extradition Treaty would replace the
outdated Extradition Treaty between the
United States and Romania, signed in Bucha-
rest on July 23, 1924, and the Supplementary
Extradition Treaty, signed in Bucharest on
November 10, 1936. The Protocol amends
the Treaty Between the United States of
America and Romania on Mutual Legal As-
sistance in Criminal Matters, signed in Wash-
ington on May 26, 1999 (the 1999 Mutual
Legal Assistance Treaty”). Both the Extra-
dition Treaty and the Protocol also fulfill the
requirements for bilateral instruments (be-
tween the United States and each European
Union (EU) Member State) that are con-
tained in the Extradition and Mutual Legal
Assistance Agreements between the United
States and the EU currently before the Sen-
ate.

The Extradition Treaty follows generally
the form and content of other extradition
treaties recently concluded by the United
States. It would replace an outmoded list of
extraditable offenses with a modern “dual
criminality” approach, which would enable
extradition for such offenses as money laun-
dering and other newer offenses not appear-
ing on the list. The Treaty also contains a
modernized “political offense” clause, and it

rovides that neither Party shall refuse extra-
dition based on the citizenship of the person
sought. Finally, the new Treaty incorporates
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a series of procedural improvements to
streamline and speed the extradition process.
The Protocol primarily serves to amend the
1999 Mutual Legal Assistance Treaty in areas
required pursuant to the U.S.-EU Mutual
Legal Assistance Agreement, specifically:
mutual legal assistance to administrative au-
thorities; expedited transmission of requests;
use limitations; identification of bank infor-
mation; joint investigative teams; and video
conferencing.

I recommend that the Senate give early
and favorable consideration to the Extra-
dition Treaty and the Protocol, along with
the U.S.-EU Extradition and Mutual Legal
Assistance Agreements and the other related
bilateral instruments between the United
States and European Union Member States.

George W. Bush

The White House,
January 22, 2008.

NOTE: This message was released by the Office
of the Press Secretary on January 23.

Message to the Senate Transmitting
the International Convention on the
Control of Harmful Anti-Fouling
Systems on Ships

January 22, 2008

To the Senate of the United States:

I transmit herewith, for the advice and
consent of the Senate to its ratification, the
International Convention on the Control of
Harmful Anti-Fouling Systems on Ships,
2001 (the “Convention”).

The Convention aims to control the harm-
ful effects of anti-fouling systems, which are
used on the hulls of ships to prevent the
growth of marine organisms. These systems
are necessary to increase fuel efficiency and
minimize the transport of hull-borne species;
however, anti-fouling systems can also have
negative effects on the marine environment,
including when a vessel remains in place for
a period of time (such as in port).

To mitigate these effects, the Convention
prohibits Parties from using organotin-based
anti-fouling systems on their ships, and it
prohibits ships that use such systems from
entering Parties’ ports, shipyards, or offshore

terminals. The Convention authorizes con-
trols on use of other anti-fouling systems that
could be added in the future, after a com-
prehensive review process.

The Convention was adopted at a Diplo-
matic Conference of the International Mari-
time Organization in October 2001 and
signed by the United States on December
12, 2002. The United States played a leader-
ship role in the negotiation and development
of the Convention. With Panama’s ratifica-
tion of the Convention on September 17,
2007, 25 States representing over 25 percent
of the world’s merchant shipping tonnage
have now ratified the Convention. Therefore,
the Convention will enter into force on Sep-
tember 17, 2008.

Organotin-based anti-fouling systems are
specifically regulated through the Organotin
Anti-Fouling Paint Control Act of 1988
(OAPCA), 33 U.S.C. 2401-2410. New legis-
lation is required to fully implement the Con-
vention and will take the form of a complete
revision and replacement of OAPCA. All in-
terested executive branch agencies support
ratification. I recommend that the Senate
give early and favorable consideration to the
Convention and give its advice and consent
to its ratification, with the declaration set out
in the analysis of Article 16 in the attached
article-by-article analysis.

George W. Bush

The White House,
January 22, 2008.

NoOTE: This message was released by the Office
of the Press Secretary on January 23.

Message to the Senate Transmitting
the Republic of Bulgaria-United
States Extradition Treaty and
Agreement on Mutual Legal
Assistance in Criminal Matters
January 22, 2008

To the Senate of the United States:

With a view to receiving the advice and
consent of the Senate to ratification, I trans-
mit herewith the Extradition Treaty between
the Government of the United States of
America and the Government of the Repub-
lic of Bulgaria (the “Extradition Treaty” or
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the “Treaty”) and the Agreement on Certain
Aspects of Mutual Legal Assistance in Crimi-
nal Matters between the Government of the
United States of America and the Govern-
ment of the Republic of Bulgaria (the “MLA
Agreement”), both signed at Sofia on Sep-
tember 19, 2007. I also transmit, for the in-
formation of the Senate, the report of the
Department of State with respect to the Ex-
tradition Treaty and the MLA Agreement.

The new Extradition Treaty would replace
the outdated Extradition Treaty between the
United States and Bulgaria, signed in Sofia
on March 19, 1924, and the Supplementary
Extradition Treaty, signed in Washington on
June 8, 1934. The MLA Agreement is the
first agreement between the two countries
on mutual legal assistance in criminal mat-
ters. Both the Extradition Treaty and the
MLA Agreement fulfill the requirements for
bilateral instruments (between the United
States and each European Union (EU) Mem-
ber State) that are contained in the Extra-
dition and Mutual Legal Assistance Agree-
ments between the United States and the EU
currently before the Senate.

The Extradition Treaty follows generally
the form and content of other extradition
treaties recently concluded by the United
States. It would replace an outmoded list of
extraditable offenses with a modern “dual
criminality” approach, which would enable
extradition for such offenses as money laun-
dering, and other newer offenses not appear-
ing on the list. The Treaty also contains a
modernized “political offense” clause, and it
provides that extradition shall not be refused
based on the nationality of a person sought
for any of a comprehensive list of serious of-
fenses. Finally, the new Treaty incorporates
a series of procedural improvements to
streamline and speed the extradition process.

Because the United States and Bulgaria do
not have a bilateral mutual legal assistance
treaty in force between them, the MLA
Agreement is a partial treaty governing only
those issues regulated by the U.S.-EU Mu-
tual Legal Assistance Agreement, specifi-
cally: identification of bank information, joint
investigative teams, video-conferencing, ex-
pedited transmission of requests, assistance
to administrative authorities, use limitations,
confidentiality, and grounds for refusal. This
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approach is consistent with that taken with
the other EU Member States (Denmark,
Finland, Malta, Portugal, Slovak Republic,
and Slovenia) with which the United States
did not have an existing mutual legal assist-
ance treaty.

I recommend that the Senate give early
and favorable consideration to the Extra-
dition Treaty and MLA Agreement, along
with the U.S.-EU Extradition and Mutual
Legal Assistance Agreements and the other
related bilateral instruments between the
United States and European Union Member
States.

George W. Bush

The White House,
January 22, 2008.

NOTE: This message was released by the Office
of the Press Secretary on January 23.

Remarks During a Briefing With
Mayors on Free Trade Agreements

January 23, 2008

I'm so honored that mayors from around
our country have come. First of all, I want
to thank you all very much for serving. I've
often said being mayor is a lot tougher than
being President—I don’t have to fill the pot-
holes and empty the garbage. [Laughter] But
I thank you for serving our country.

We've got mayors from both political par-
ties here. We didn’t have a political discus-
sion; we had a discussion on what’s best for
America, particularly given the economic un-
certainty we face. I talked to them about my
desire to work with the Congress to get a
stimulus package passed, one that’s going to
be robust enough to affect the economy, sim-
ple enough for people to understand it, and
efficient enough to have an impact. And I'm
confident that we can get something done.
There’s a spirit of—that is—that says, we
need to take a fundamentally strong economy
and help it deal with the uncertainties with
a progrowth package.

One way we can also send a message that
we want to continue to grow is to open up
markets for U.S. products and services. We
were talking about these trade votes that are
coming up in front of the Congress and the
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importance of getting markets opened up for
our workers and entrepreneurs. These trade
agreements that we’re about to vote on—
there are goods coming from their countries
coming to our country relatively tariff free;
our goods and services going to their country
with a tariff on it. In other words, theyre
not treating us the way we're treating them.

The American people expect us to be—
expect America to be treated fairly, and that’s
what these free trade agreements do. It cer-
tainly doesn’t make any sense to say in a
country like Colombia, your goods can come
in our way, but our goods can’t come your
way—being treated the same way. And by
opening up markets, by having us treated
fairly, we’ll have 100 million new customers.
And T like that opportunity for American
workers and farmers and businesspeople.
See, I believe we can compete with anybody,
anywhere, so long as the rules are fair.

And so these mayors who are living close
to the people understand that by opening up
markets, businesses in their communities and
workers in their communities will benefit.
And T want to thank you all for coming. We
have a good opportunity to get the deal done,
and I'm looking forward to working with
Congress to get these packages passed. These
are progrowth, and they’re good for America.
And thanks for giving Secretary Gutierrez
and I a chance to visit with you.

Thank you.

NoTE: The President spoke at 1:45 p.m. in the
Roosevelt Room at the White House.

Statement on Signing an Executive
Order To Reform How the United
States Reviews National Security
Concerns That May Arise From
Foreign Investments

January 23, 2008

Today I issued an Executive order reform-
ing how the United States reviews national
security concerns that may arise from foreign
investments, in light of the Foreign Invest-
ment and National Security Act of 2007. The
Executive order furthers the goals of the new
law by ensuring that the Committee on For-
eign Investment in the United States will re-
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view carefully the national security concerns,
if any, raised by certain foreign investments
into the United States. The Executive order
reaffirms our commitment to open econo-
mies and our policy of welcoming foreign in-
vestment and the important economic bene-
fits that such investment brings. At the same
time, the Executive order sets forth proce-
dures for protecting our national security,
recognizing that our openness is vital to our
prosperity and security.

NOTE: The statement referred to Executive Order
13456.

Executive Order 13456—Further
Amendment of Executive Order
11858 Concerning Foreign
Investment in the United States

January 23, 2008

By the authority vested in me as President
by the Constitution and the laws of the
United States of America, including section
721 of the Defense Production Act of 1950,
as amended (50 U.S.C. App. 2170), and sec-
tion 301 of title 3, United States Code, it
is hereby ordered as follows:

Section 1. Amendment to Executive Order
11858. Executive Order 11858 of May 7,
1975, as amended, is further amended to
read as follows:

“FOREIGN INVESTMENT IN THE
UNITED STATES

By the authority vested in me as President
by the Constitution and the laws of the
United States of America, including section
721 of the Defense Production Act of 1950,
as amended (50 U.S.C. App. 2170), and sec-
tion 301 of title 3, United States Code, it
is hereby ordered as follows:

Section 1. Policy. International invest-
ment in the United States promotes eco-
nomic growth, productivity, competitiveness,
and job creation. It is the policy of the United
States to support unequivocally such invest-
ment, consistent with the protection of the
national security.

Sec. 2. Definitions. (a) The “Act” as used
in this order means section 721 of the De-
fense Production Act of 1950, as amended.



102

(b) Terms used in this order that are de-
fined in subsection 721(a) of the Act shall
have the same meaning in this order as they
have in such subsection.

(c) “Risk mitigation measure” as used in
this order means any provision of a risk miti-
gation agreement or a condition to which sec-
tion 7 of this order refers.

Sec. 3. Establishment. (a) There is hereby
established the Committee on Foreign In-
vestment in the United States (the “Com-
mittee”) as provided in the Act.

(b) In addition to the members specified
in the Act, the following heads of depart-
ments, agencies, or offices shall be members
of the Committee:

(i) The United States Trade Representa-
tive;

(ii) The Director of the Office of Science
and Technology Policy; and

(iii) The heads of any other executive de-
partment, agency, or office, as the President
or the Secretary of the Treasury determines
appropriate, on a case-by—case basis.

(c) The following officials (or their des-
ignees) shall observe and, as appropriate,
participate in and report to the President on
the Committee’s activities:

(i) The Director of the Office of Manage-
ment and Budget;

(ii) The Chairman of the Council of Eco-
nomic Advisers;

(iii) The Assistant to the President for Na-
tional Security Affairs;

(iv) The Assistant to the President for Eco-
nomic Policy; and

(v) The Assistant to the President for
Homeland Security and Counterterrorism.

Sec. 4. Duties of the Secretary of the
Treasury.

(a) The functions of the President under
subsections (b)(1)(A) (relating to review and
consideration after notification), (b)(1)(D)
(relating to unilateral initiation of review and
consideration), and (m)(3)(A) (relating to in-
clusion in annual report and designation) of
the Act are assigned to the Secretary of the
Treasury.

(b) The Secretary of the Treasury shall
perform the function of issuance of regula-
tions under section 721(h) of the Act. The
Secretary shall consult the Committee with
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respect to such regulations prior to any no-
tice and comment and prior to their issuance.

(c) Except as otherwise provided in the Act
or this order, the chairperson shall have the
authority, exclusive of the heads of depart-
ments or agencies, after consultation with the
Committee:

(i) to act, or authorize others to act, on
behalf of the Committee; and

(ii) to communicate on behalf of the Com-
mittee with the Congress and the public.

(d) The chairperson shall coordinate the
preparation of and transmit the annual report
to the Congress provided for in the Act and
may assign to any member of the Committee,
as the chairperson determines appropriate
and consistent with the Act, responsibility for
conducting studies and providing analyses
necessary for the preparation of the report.

(e) After consultation with the Committee,
the chairperson may request that the Direc-
tor of National Intelligence begin preparing
the analysis required by the Act at any time,
including prior to acceptance of the notice
of a transaction, in accordance with otherwise
applicable law. The Director of National In-
telligence shall provide the Director’s anal-
ysis as soon as possible and consistent with
section 721(b)(4) of the Act.

Sec. 5. Lead Agency. (a) The lead agency
or agencies (“lead agency”) shall have pri-
mary responsibility, on behalf of the Com-
mittee, for the specific activity for which the
Secretary of the Treasury designates it a lead
agency.

(b) In acting on behalf of the Committee,
the lead agency shall keep the Committee
fully informed of its activities. In addition,
the lead agency shall notify the chairperson
of any material action that the lead agency
proposes to take on behalf of the Committee,
sufficiently in advance to allow adequate time
for the chairperson to consult the Committee
and provide the Committee’s direction to the
lead agency not to take, or to amend, such
action.

Sec. 6. Reviews and Investigations.

(a) Any member of the Committee may
conduct its own inquiry with respect to the
potential national security risk posed by a
transaction, but communication with the par-
ties to a transaction shall occur through or
in the presence of the lead agency, or the
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chairperson if no lead agency has been des-
ignated.

(b) The Committee shall undertake an in-
vestigation of a transaction in any case, in
addition to the circumstances described in
the Act, in which following a review a mem-
ber of the Committee advises the chair-
person that the member believes that the
transaction threatens to impair the national
security of the United States and that the
threat has not been mitigated.

(c) The Committee shall send a report to
the President requesting the President’s de-
cision with respect to a review or investiga-
tion of a transaction in the following cir-
cumstances:

(i) the Committee recommends that the
President suspend or prohibit the trans-
action;

(ii) the Committee is unable to reach a
decision on whether to recommend that the
President suspend or prohibit the trans-
action; or

(iii) the Committee requests that the Presi-
dent make a determination with regard to
the transaction.

(d) Upon completion of a review or inves-
tigation of a transaction, the lead agency shall
prepare for the approval of the chairperson
the appropriate certified notice or report to
the Congress called for under the Act. The
chairperson shall transmit such notice or re-
port to the Congress, as appropriate.

Sec. 7. Risk Mitigation. (a) The Com-
mittee, or any lead agency acting on behalf
of the Committee, may seek to mitigate any
national security risk posed by a transaction
that is not adequately addressed by other
provisions of law by entering into a mitigation
agreement with the parties to a transaction
or by imposing conditions on such parties.

(b) Prior to the Committee or a depart-
ment or agency proposing risk mitigation
measures to the parties to a transaction, the
department or agency seeking to propose any
such measure shall prepare and provide to
the Committee a written statement that: (1)
identifies the national security risk posed by
the transaction based on factors including the
threat (taking into account the Director of
National Intelligence’s threat analysis),
vulnerabilities, and potential consequences;
and (2) sets forth the risk mitigation meas-
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ures the department or agency believes are
reasonably necessary to address the risk. If
the Committee agrees that mitigation is ap-
propriate and approves the risk mitigation
measures, the lead agency shall seek to nego-
tiate such measures with the parties to the
transaction.

(¢) A risk mitigation measure shall not, ex-
cept in extraordinary circumstances, require
that a party to a transaction recognize, state
its intent to comply with, or consent to the
exercise of any authorities under existing pro-
visions of law.

(d) The lead agency designated for the
purpose of monitoring a risk mitigation meas-
ure shall seek to ensure that adequate re-
sources are available for such monitoring.
When designating a lead agency for those
purposes, the Secretary of the Treasury shall
consider the agency’s views on the adequacy
of its resources for such purposes.

(e)(i) Nothing in this order shall be con-
strued to limit the ability of a department
or agency, in the exercise of authorities other
than those provided under the Act, to:

(A) conduct inquiries with respect to a
transaction;

(B) communicate with the parties to a
transaction; or

(C) negotiate, enter into, impose, or en-
force contractual provisions with the parties
to a transaction.

(ii) A department or agency shall not con-
dition actions or the exercise of authorities
to which paragraph (i) of this subsection re-
fers upon the exercise, or forbearance in the
exercise, of its authority under the Act or this
order, and no authority under the Act shall
be available for the enforcement of such ac-
tions or authorities.

(f) The Committee may initiate a review
of a transaction that has previously been re-
viewed by the Committee only in the extraor-
dinary circumstances provided in the Act.

Sec. 8. Additional Assignments to the
Committee. In addition to the functions as-
signed to the Committee by the Act, the
Committee shall review the implementation
of the Act and this order and report thereon
from time to time to the President, together
with such recommendations for policy, ad-
ministrative, or legislative proposals as the
Committee determines appropriate.
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Sec. 9. Duties of the Secretary of Com-
merce. The Secretary of Commerce shall:

(a) obtain, consolidate, and analyze infor-
mation on foreign investment in the United
States;

(b) monitor and, where necessary, improve
procedures for the collection and dissemina-
tion of information on foreign investment in
the United States;

(c) prepare for the public, the President
or heads of departments or agencies, as ap-
propriate, reports, analyses of trends, and
analyses of significant developments in ap-
propriate categories of foreign investment in
the United States; and

(d) compile and evaluate data on signifi-
cant transactions involving foreign invest-
ment in the United States.

Sec. 10. General Provisions. (a) The heads
of departments and agencies shall provide,
as appropriate and to the extent permitted
by law, such information and assistance as
the Committee may request to implement
the Act and this order.

(b) Nothing in this order shall be con-
strued to impair or otherwise affect:

(i) authority granted by law to a depart-
ment or agency or the head thereof;

(ii) functions of the Director of the Office
of Management and Budget relating to budg-
et, administrative, or legislative proposals; or

(iii) existing mitigation agreements.

(c) This order shall be implemented con-
sistent with applicable law and subject to the
availability of appropriations.

(d) Officers of the United States with au-
thority or duties under the Act or this order
shall ensure that, in carrying out the Act and
this order, the actions of departments, agen-
cies, and the Committee are consistent with
the President’s constitutional authority to: (i)
conduct the foreign affairs of the United
States; (ii) withhold information the disclo-
sure of which could impair the foreign rela-
tions, the national security, the deliberative
processes of the Executive, or the perform-
ance of the Executive’s constitutional duties;
(iii) recommend for congressional consider-
ation such measures as the President may
judge necessary and expedient; and (iv) su-
pervise the unitary executive branch.
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Sec. 11. Revocation. Section 801 of Exec-
utive Order 12919 of June 3, 1994, is re-
voked.”

Sec. 2. General Provision. This order is
not intended to, and does not, create any
right or benefit, substantive or procedural,
enforceable at law or in equity, by any party
against the United States, its departments,
agencies or entities, its officers, employees,
or agents, or any other person.

George W. Bush

The White House,
January 23, 2008.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
10:38 a.m., January 24, 2008]

NoTE: This Executive order was published in the
Federal Register on January 25.

Remarks on a Bipartisan Economic
Growth Agreement

January 24, 2008

This morning my administration reached
an agreement with Speaker Pelosi and Mi-
nority Leader Boehner on an economic
growth package. And Mr. Secretary, thank
you for handling negotiations, and appreciate
your hard work.

This agreement was the result of intensive
discussions and many phone calls, late-night
meetings, and the kind of cooperation that
some predicted was not possible here in
Washington. It also required patience, deter-
mination, and good will. I thank the Speaker
and I thank Leader Boehner for their hard
work and for their leadership and for showing
the American people that we can come to-
gether to help our Nation deal with difficult
economic challenges.

I am pleased that this agreement meets
the criterion that I set forth last week to pro-
vide an effective, robust, and temporary set
of incentives that will boost our economy and
encourage job creation. This package has the
right set of policies and is the right size. The
incentives in this package will lead to higher
consumer spending and increased business
investment this year. Importantly, this pack-
age recognizes that lowering taxes is a power-
ful and efficient way to help consumers and
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businesses. I have always believed that allow-
ing people to keep more of their own money
and to use it as they see fit is the best way
to help our economy grow.

I'm also pleased that this agreement does
not include any tax increases as well as un-
necessary spending projects that would have
little immediate impact on our economy.

I know Americans are concerned about
our economic future. Our economy is struc-
turally sound, but it is dealing with short-
term disruptions in the housing market and
the impact of higher energy prices. These
challenges are slowing growth. Yet Ameri-
cans can also be confident about our long-
term outlook. Our economy is strong; it is
dynamic; and it is resilient. It has led the
world for many decades, and with the right
policies in place, including the extension of
the tax cuts passed in 2001 and 2003 that
have helped our economy, I firmly believe
we're going to continue to lead the world.

Because the country needs this boost to
the economy now, I urge the House and the
Senate to enact this economic growth agree-
ment into law as soon as possible. We have
an opportunity to come together and take the
swift, decisive action our economy urgently
needs.

Secretary Paulson is here to answer any
of your questions. At my request, he has
taken the lead in negotiations, like I men-
tioned, and you did a superb job, Mr. Sec-
retary. Thank you very much.

NoTE: The President spoke at 2:31 p.m. in the
James S. Brady Press Briefing Room at the White
House.

Remarks Following a Meeting With
Elsa Morejon
January 24, 2008

The President. A while ago, I had the
honor of presenting the National Medal of
Freedom to a patriot of Cuba and a lover
of liberty, Oscar Biscet. He was not able to
receive the award because he’s in a Cuban
prison for speaking out on behalf of human
rights and human dignity. Today his wife,
Elsa Morejon, is here. She has taken some
time from Cuba to come to the United States
to visit her son. She came up to the Oval
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Office to see me, and I'm most honored and
most grateful.

We have a comfortable life here in Amer-
ica by and large, and it’s hard for us to imag-
ine what it would be like for—to live in a
society as repressive as the society of Fidel
and Raul Castro. This good woman has had
to suffer through days and weeks of depriva-
tion and worry because the love of her life
is in a Cuban prison simply because of his
beliefs. It’s my honor to welcome you here.

My call is for the world to help women
such as Elsa. My call is for those who believe
that the Cuba of today is a hopeful place to
recognize the realities. This is a country that
has got political prisoners who are lan-
guishing in the jails, who are mistreated in
the jails. Our message is, is that political pris-
oners ought to be free, and so should the
Cuban people—free to express themselves
and free to realize their God-given talents.
So I want to welcome you. Que Dios le
bendiga.

Ms. Morejon. My name is Elsa Morejon.
I'm a Cuban woman. I've come here to the
United States to visit my son. My husband
has spent most of his youth and is now sen-
tenced to 25 more years in jail for defending
human rights and for defending civil lib-
erties. He has devoted his life to the cause
of defending human rights in Cuba and
throughout the world. We do not live in a
free country, and I must now return to Cuba.

I want to thank President Bush for inviting
me to this meeting today. And I would like
to speak to the international community and
exhort them to work for the release of all
political prisoners, along with my husband,
to obtain their immediate and unconditional
release from Cuban prisons.

The President. Thank you.
Ms. Morejon. Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3 p.m. in the Oval
Office at the White House. In his remarks, he
referred to President Fidel Castro Ruz and Vice
President Raul Castro Ruz of Cuba. Ms. Morejon
spoke in Spanish, and her remarks were translated
by an interpreter. The Office of the Press Sec-
retary also released a Spanish language transcript
of these remarks.
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Statement on Congressional Action
on Intelligence Reform Legislation
January 24, 2008

Last August, Congress passed the Protect
America Act, which updated our foreign in-
telligence surveillance law to adapt to today’s
technology and to meet today’s threats. This
bipartisan legislation has aided our efforts to
monitor the communications of terrorists and
other foreign intelligence targets.

Unfortunately, Congress set this legislation
to expire on February 1st. That is just 8 days
from today—yet the threat from Al Qaida
will not expire in 8 days.

If Congress does not act quickly, our na-
tional security professionals will not be able
to count on critical tools they need to protect
our Nation, and our ability to respond quickly
to new threats and circumstances will be
weakened. That means it will become harder
to figure out what our enemies are doing to
recruit terrorists and infiltrate them into our
country.

Last fall, the Senate Intelligence Com-
mittee completed its work on a bipartisan bill
to modernize our foreign intelligence surveil-
lance law. I commend Senators Rockefeller
and Bond, the committee’s chairman and
vice chairman, for leading the effort to com-
plete work on this bill.

The Senate Intelligence Committee’s bill
contains many provisions that our intel-
ligence officials say they need to protect our
country. The bill would maintain the vital
flow of intelligence on terrorist threats. It
would protect the freedoms of Americans
while making sure we do not extend those
same protections to terrorists overseas. And
it would provide liability protection to com-
panies now facing billion-dollar lawsuits only
because they are believed to have assisted
in efforts to defend our Nation following the
9/11 attacks.

This bill still needs some changes, but I
am optimistic that with good will on both
sides, we can make those changes quickly.
So I ask congressional leaders to follow the
course set by their colleagues on the Senate
Intelligence Commiittee, bring this legislation
to a prompt vote in both Houses, and send
me a bill that I can sign before the Protect
America Act expires on February Ist.
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Congress’s action—or lack of action—on
this important issue will directly affect our
ability to keep Americans safe.

Remarks to the “Congress of
Tomorrow” Luncheon in White
Sulphur Springs, West Virginia
January 25, 2008

Thank you all. Thank you. I want to thank
Tom; he read it just like I wrote it. [Laughter]
Thanks for your warm welcome. I'm glad to
be with you. I'm looking forward to spending
some of the afternoon with you, and then
I've got to get back to write the State of the
Union he was talking about.

Two issues I'm going to talk about in the
State of the Union require our immediate
attention, and that's an economic growth
package that will keep this economy of ours
healthy and legislation making sure our pro-
fessionals—our intelligence professionals
have the tools they need to protect the
United States of America.

I am confident in the long-term strength
of our Nation’s economy. I believe that the
fundamentals are sound. I know the entre-
preneurial spirit is high. We have a flexible,
we have a resilient, and we have a dynamic
economy. But there are some uncertainties.
And after a lot of thought, I called on the
Congress, and your leaders responded to
enact a growth package so we can reduce
the risk of an economic downturn this year.

Speaker Pelosi and Leader Boehner have
demonstrated  strong leadership. They
reached an agreement on a proposal that will
have a positive impact on our economy. Con-
gress should move it quickly. And I under-
stand the desire to add provisions from both
the right and the left. T strongly believe it
would be a mistake to delay or derail this
bill.

This package is big enough to affect the
economy in positive ways. It will provide im-
mediate help, and it’s temporary. The entire
package is tax relief. There are no tax in-
creases, no unnecessary spending or regu-
latory projects, income tax cuts for a lot of
people, as well as bonus depreciation for
small—for our businesses and small business
expensing. It’s a sound package. It makes a
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lot of sense. It’s needed, and you need to
pass it as quickly as possible to get money
in the hands of the people who are going
to help this economy stay strong.

Now, I want you—TI'll make sure you un-
derstand in the State of the Union that this
package certainly doesn’t mean we ought to
do something else on taxes. And the best
thing we can do to deal with uncertainty in
the economy is make the tax cuts we passed
permanent. [Applause] Thank you. Thank
you all.

Our most solemn duty is to protect the
American people, and I appreciate the fact
that we’ve worked closely together over the
last 7 years to do just that. That is our most
solemn duty. Fortunately, we've got a lot of
good people working hard to help us protect
America, and these professionals need the
tools they need to do their jobs.

You know, one of the most important tools
is to be able to figure out the intentions of
an enemy that still wants to do us harm. If
they're making calls into America, we need
to know why theyre calling, what theyre
thinking, and what they’re planning. We
passed the Protect America Act that has
aided our efforts to monitor the communica-
tions of terrorists and foreign intelligence tar-
gets. And I want to thank the good work of
the people here to get that bill passed last
year.

Unfortunately, the bill is set to expire in
7 days. The threat to America does not expire
in 7 days. The Senate Intelligence Com-
mittee completed work last fall on a bipar-
tisan bill that we can support. It may need
some tweaks, but it’s a good bill in this sense:
It will maintain the vital flow of intelligence
on terrorist threats to protect the privacy of
Americans while making sure we do not ex-
tend those same protections to terrorists
overseas; it will provide liability protection
to companies now facing billion dollars in
lawsuits only because they are believed to
have assisted the efforts to defend our Nation
following the 9/11 attacks.

I'm looking forward to coming before you
in Congress and to say as plainly as I can,
this bill is important to the security of the
United States of America, and the Congress
needs to gets a good bill to my desk as soon
as possible.
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Anyway, I'm looking forward to working
with you. I thank you. I appreciate the lead-
ership. I appreciate the chance to come and
visit with you. Thank you for being friends.
Thank you for serving our country.

I also want to thank your families. I under-
stand—TI think I've told you this before, I
understand what it does to a family to be
in public service. You just can’t thank our
spouses and kids enough for joining in a
noble cause of serving the greatest country
on the face of the Earth.

I'm proud to be able to thank you and call
you friends. I'm proud to be able to thank
your families for serving our country as well.
God bless.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 12:47 p.m. at The
Greenbriar. In his remarks, he referred to Rep-
resentative Tom Price of Georgia.
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January 19

In the morning, the President had an intel-
ligence briefing.

January 21

In the morning, the President had an intel-
ligence briefing.

In the afternoon, the President had a tele-
phone briefing with Secretary of the Treas-
ury Henry M. Paulson, Jr., on the global fi-

nancial markets situation.

January 22

In the morning, the President had an intel-
ligence briefing. Later, in the East Room,
he participated in a breakfast to honor the
35th annual March for Life. He then met
with his economic advisers.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Margaret Scobey to be Ambas-
sador to Egypt.
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The President announced his intention to
nominate D. Kathleen Stephens to be Am-
bassador to the Republic of Korea.

The President announced his intention to
appoint Nancy Hellman Bechtle, J. Michael
Shepherd, and William Wilson IIT as mem-
bers of the Board of Directors of the Presidio
Trust.

The President announced that he has ap-
pointed Charles R. Schwab as a member of
the President’s Advisory Council on Finan-
cial Literacy and, upon appointment, des-
ignated him as Chair.

The President announced that he has ap-
pointed John Bryant as a member of the
President’s Advisory Council on Financial
Literacy and, upon appointment, designated
him as Vice Chair.

The President announced that he has ap-
pointed the following individuals as members
of the President’s Advisory Council on Fi-
nancial Literacy: Theodore Beck; Theodore
R. Daniels; Cutler Dawson; Robert F.
Duvall; Tahira Hira; Jack E. Kosakowski;
Sharon L. Lechter; Robert V. Lee III; Laura
Levine; David Mancl; Don J. McGrath; Janet
Parker; Ignacio Salazar; and Mary L.
Schapiro.

January 23

In the morning, the President had an intel-
ligence briefing.

In the afternoon, the President partici-
pated in an interview with Jimmy Roberts
of NBC Sports for a U.S. Golf Association
documentary. Later, in the Yellow Oval
Room, he and Mrs. Bush hosted a social re-
ception for Senate Republicans and their
spouses.

January 24

In the morning, the President had an intel-
ligence briefing. Later, he had a telephone
conversation with King Abdullah II of Jor-
dan.

In the afternoon, the President partici-
pated in an interview with Susan Page and
Richard Wolf of USA Today.

The President announced that he has
named Jonathan Horn as Special Assistant to
the President for Speechwriting.
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The President announced that he has
named Jeffrey Lungren as Special Assistant
to the President for Legislative Affairs.

The President announced that he has
named Justin J. McCarthy as Special Assist-
ant to the President for Legislative Affairs.

The President announced that he has
named Richard Reed as Special Assistant to
the President for Homeland Security and
Senior Director for Continuity Policy.

The President announced that he has ac-
corded the personal rank of Ambassador to
Lincoln P. Bloomfield, Jr., during his tenure
and service as Special Envoy for Man-Port-
able Air Defense Systems.

January 25

In the morning, the President had an intel-
ligence briefing. Later, he traveled to White
Sulphur Springs, WV.

In the afternoon, the President returned
to Washington, DC. Later, he participated
in a speech preparation session for his Janu-
ary 28 State of the Union Address.

The White House announced that the
President and Mrs. Bush will travel to Africa
and visit Benin, Tanzania, Rwanda, Ghana,
and Liberia from February 15-21.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Robert J. Battista to be a member
of the National Labor Relations Board and,
upon confirmation, to designate him as
Chair.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Gerard Morales and Dennis P.
Walsh to be members of the National Labor
Relations Board.

The President announced his intention to
appoint Charles Patrick Garcia and Susan
Ross as members of the Board of Visitors
to the U.S. Air Force Academy.

The President announced his intention to
designate Elisebeth C. Cook as Acting Assist-
ant Attorney General (Legal Policy).

Nominations
Submitted to the Senate

The following list does not include promotions of
members of the Uniformed Services, nominations



Administration of George W. Bush, 2008

to the Service Academies, or nominations of For-
eign Service officers.

Submiitted January 22

Jonathan Baron,

of Maryland, to be a member of the Board
of Directors of the National Board for Edu-
cation Sciences for a term expiring Novem-
ber 28, 2011 (reappointment).

Julia W. Bland,

of Louisiana, to be a member of the National
Museum and Library Services Board for a
term expiring December 6, 2012, vice Mar-
garet Scarlett, term expired.

William J. Brennan,
of Maine, to be Assistant Secretary of Com-
merce for Oceans and Atmosphere, vice
James R. Mahoney.

Jan Cellucci,

of Massachusetts, to be a member of the Na-
tional Museum and Library Services Board
for a term expiring December 6, 2012, vice
Edwin Joseph Rigaud, term expired.

J. Gregory Copeland,
of Texas, to be General Counsel of the De-
partment of Energy, vice David R. Hill.

Nelson M. Ford,
of Virginia, to be Under Secretary of the
Army, vice Preston M. Geren.

Joxel Garcia,

of Connecticut, to be Medical Director in
the Regular Corps of the Public Health Serv-
ice, subject to the qualifications therefor as
provided by law and regulations, and to be
an Assistant Secretary of Health and Human
Services, vice John O. Agwunobi, resigned.

Joxel Garcia,

of Connecticut, to be Representative of the
United States on the Executive Board of the
World Health Organization, vice James O.
Mason.

Jeffrey J. Grieco,

of Virginia, to be an Assistant Administrator
of the United States Agency for International
Development, vice ]. Edward Fox.
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William J. Hagenah,

of Illinois, to be a member of the National
Museum and Library Services Board for a
term expiring December 6, 2012, vice Judith
Ann Rapanos, term expired.

Frank Philip Handy,

of Florida, to be a member of the Board of
Directors of the National Board for Edu-
cation Sciences for a term expiring Novem-
ber 28, 2011 (reappointment).

Mark Y. Herring,

of South Carolina, to be a member of the
National Museum and Library Services
Board for a term expiring December 6, 2012,
vice Renee Swartz, term expired.

Dorla M. Salling,

of Texas, to be a Commissioner of the United
States Parole Commission for a term of 6
years, vice Deborah Ann Spagnoli, resigned.

Sally Epstein Shaywitz,

of Connecticut, to be a member of the Board
of Directors of the National Board for Edu-
cation Sciences for a term expiring Novem-
ber 28, 2011 (reappointment).

Kurt Douglas Volker,

of Pennsylvania, a career Foreign Service Of-
ficer of Class One, to be United States Per-
manent Representative on the Council of the
North Atlantic Treaty Organization, with the
rank and status of Ambassador Extraordinary
and Plenipotentiary.

Joanne Weiss,

of California, to be a member of the Board
of Directors of the National Board for Edu-
cation Sciences for a term expiring Novem-
ber 28, 2010, vice James R. Davis, term ex-
pired.

Submitted January 23

Anita K. Blair,

of Virginia, to be an Assistant Secretary of
the Navy, vice William A. Navas, Jr., re-
signed.

Steven G. Bradbury,

of Maryland, to be an Assistant Attorney
General, vice Jack Landman Goldsmith III,
resigned.
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Margaret Scobey,

of Tennessee, a career member of the Senior
Foreign Service, class of Minister-Counselor,
to be Ambassador Extraordinary and Pleni-
potentiary of the United States of America
to the Arab Republic of Egypt.

D. Kathleen Stephens,

of Montana, a career member of the Senior
Foreign Service, class of Minister-Counselor,
to be Ambassador Extraordinary and Pleni-
potentiary of the United States of America
to the Republic of Korea.

Withdrawn January 23

Andrew G. Biggs,

of New York, to be Deputy Commissioner
of Social Security for the term expiring Janu-
ary 19, 2013, vice James B. Lockhart III,
which was sent to the Senate on January 9,
2007.

Andrew G. Biggs,

of New York, to be Deputy Commissioner
of Social Security for a term expiring January
19, 2013, vice James B. Lockhart III, which
was sent to the Senate on May 16, 2007.

E. Duncan Getchell, Jr.,

of Virginia, to be U.S. Circuit Judge for the
Fourth Circuit, vice H. Emory Widener, Jr.,
retired, which was sent to the Senate on Sep-
tember 6, 2007.

Submitted January 25

Robert J. Battista,

of Michigan, to be member of the National
Labor Relations Board for the term of 5 years
expiring December 16, 2009, vice Dennis P.
Walsh.

Gerard Morales,

of Arizona, to be member of the National
Labor Relations Board for the term of 5 years
expiring December 16, 2012, vice Robert J.
Battista, term expired.

Dennis P. Walsh,

of Maryland, to be member of the National
Labor Relations Board for the term of 5 years
expiring August 27, 2008, vice Peter N.
Kirsanow.
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Dennis P. Walsh,

of Maryland, to be member of the National
Labor Relations Board for the term of 5 years
expiring August 27, 2013 (reappointment).

Withdrawn January 25

Peter N. Kirsanow,

of Ohio, to be member of the National Labor
Relations Board for the term of 5 years expir-
ing August 27, 2008, vice Ronald E.
Meisburg, which was sent to the Senate on
January 9, 2007,

Dennis P. Walsh,

of Maryland, to be member of the National
Labor Relations Board for the term of 5 years
expiring December 16, 2009 (reappoint-
ment), which was sent to the Senate on Janu-
ary 9, 2007.
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The following list contains releases of the Office
of the Press Secretary that are neither printed as
items nor covered by entries in the Digest of
Other White House Announcements.

Released January 22

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec-
retary Dana Perino

Statement by the Press Secretary: U.S. Ex-
port Control Reform Directives

Fact sheet: Protect America Alert: Congress
Must Act Now To Keep a Critical Intel-
ligence Gap Closed

Released January 23

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec-
retary Dana Perino

Statement by the Press Secretary on the re-
authorization of State Children’s Health In-
surance Program (SCHIP) legislation

Statement by the Press Secretary on the sign-
ing of a peace agreement in the Democratic
Republic of the Congo
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Released January 24

Transcript of a press briefing by Secretary
of the Treasury Henry M. Paulson, Jr., on
the bipartisan economic growth agreement

Fact sheet: New Growth Package Meets Cri-
teria To Keep Our Economy Healthy

Released January 25

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec-
retary Dana Perino

Transcript of a press briefing by Council on
Environmental Quality Chairman James L.
Connaughton and Under Secretary of State
for Democracy and Global Affairs Paula J.
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Dobriansky on the second major economies
meeting

Statement by the Press Secretary on the
President and Mrs. Bush’s upcoming visit to
Africa
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