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a State senator, a State court judge, and the
first woman on the highest court in the land.

For 24 years, Justice O’Connor stood out
as a careful, fairminded jurist. Sandra Day
O’Connor is a great mom to her three sons,
and she has been a blessing to her husband,
John. This lovely lady remains one of the
most admired women of our time. She’s lived
a great American life, and our Nation is
proud to honor you once again, Justice. Wel-
come.

NotTE: The President spoke at 5:54 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Rex W. Tillerson, vice-chairman,
Ford’s Theatre Society; historian Richard Norton
Smith; Allen C. Guelzo, professor of history, Get-
tysburg College; and actors Craig Wallace and
Avery Brooks. The transcript released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary also included the re-
marks of the First Lady.

Remarks on the 2008 Economic
Report of the President

February 11, 2008

The President. I want to thank members
of my economic team for submitting this
Economic Report of the President. I'm about
to sign it. And so I want to—Eddie, thank
you for your good work, you and your team.

Council of Economic Advisers Chair-
man Edward P. Lazear. My pleasure.

The President. This report indicates that
our economy is structurally sound for the
long term and that we're dealing with uncer-
tainties in the short term. And therefore,
what should we do about it? Well, I am so
pleased that the Congress and the adminis-
tration worked closely together to pass a ro-
bust progrowth package to deal with the un-
certainty. That package is about 160 billion-
plus dollars. What that means is, it means
that money will be going directly to America,
workers and families and individuals. It also
means that there is incentives for American
businesses.

I'll be signing this bill soon. But if you're
a taxpayer or if you're a—got income up to—
earned income—I mean, credited income up
to $3,000, you can expect money back. And
if you're a businessowner, you're going to get
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some incentives to invest. And so you ought
to be planning upon it—on investing now.
And so I really want to thank the Congress
for getting this bill done, and I'm looking for-
ward to signing it. It’s going to help deal with
the uncertainties in this economy.
Thank you all very much.

NotTE: The President spoke at 1:07 p.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to H.R. 5140.

Remarks at the Heart Truth
Reception
February 11, 2008

Thank you all. Welcome to the White
House. Laura and I are glad you're here, and
thanks for coming. I welcome members of
my Cabinet. I particularly want to thank all
the healers and compassionate folks who help
with heart disease. The Vice President sends
his best. [ Laughter]

All of us here are committed to America’s
heart health. I don’t know if our fellow citi-
zens know this, but this is American Heart
Month. And it’s a good time to remember
that an estimated 80 million people across
the United States suffer from heart disease.
The disease is the number-one killer of
American men and women. Many women,
however, do not even know they're at risk,
and so they don't take simple steps that can
protect their health.

And that’s where the Heart Truth Cam-
paign comes in. Over the last 5 years, I ap-
preciate the fact that you all have spread the
word, and you represent thousands across
our country who are doing so as well. You've
helped women reduce the factors for heart
disease, and that’s a noble calling, an impor-
tant contribution to our country. Every Feb-
ruary, you encourage women to wear the red
dress, which I appreciate. And I do want to
thank the fashion industry for stepping up
and—{applause].

And the results are measurable. Women’s
awareness has been raised; women’s lives
have been saved. Earlier this month, I was
in Kansas City, and I met a woman named
Joyce Cullen. In 2003, Joyce saw coverage
of Laura’s visit to a Kansas City hospital. She
just talked about the symptoms that—of
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heart disease in women. It was just a simple
explanation of what people should be aware
of. She woke up with those symptoms shortly
after Laura’s visit. She went to the hospital.
Her life was saved, and she’s now a part of
Heart Truth. And that’s the effort in which
you're involved—simple acts that are spread-
ing across the country and saving lives.

My job today is not only to welcome you
and to thank you but to introduce the Heart
Truth’s national ambassador. Laura is com-
mitted to the Heart Truth Campaign. She’s
a great First Lady, and she’s always dear to
my heart—the First Lady.

NoTE: The President spoke at 4:40 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House. The transcript
released by the Office of the Press Secretary also
included the remarks of the First Lady.

Statement on the Death of
Representative Thomas P. Lantos

February 11, 2008

Laura and I are saddened by the death
of our friend Congressman Tom Lantos.

Tom was a man of character and a cham-
pion of human rights. After immigrating to
America more than six decades ago, he
worked to help oppressed people around the
world have the opportunity to live in free-
dom. As the only Holocaust survivor to serve
in Congress, Tom was a living reminder that
we must never turn a blind eye to the suf-
fering of the innocent at the hands of evil
men. I appreciate his vision in cofounding
the Human Rights Caucus. I also appreciate
his efforts to protect our environment, allevi-
ate the sufferings caused by HIV/AIDS, and
strengthen our friendships and alliances
around the globe.

We will miss Tom’s leadership in the Halls
of Congress. Our thoughts and prayers are
with his wife, Annette, their daughters, and
the rest of the Lantos family.

Statement on the Situation in Timor-
Leste

February 11, 2008

I strongly condemn the violent attacks
against Jose Ramos-Horta, President of
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Timor-Leste, and Kay Rala Xanana Gusmao,
Prime Minister of Timor-Leste. Laura and
I offer our condolences to the families of
those killed in the attacks, and we send our
prayers for a rapid recovery to President
Ramos-Horta and the others injured.

Those who are responsible must know that
they cannot derail democracy in Timor-
Leste, and they will be held accountable for
their actions. The United States remains
committed to working with the people of
Timor-Leste to strengthen democracy there.
I also offer my full support to the Govern-
ment of Timor-Leste, the United Nations In-
tegrated Mission in Timor-Leste, and the
International Stabilization Force as they
work to maintain calm and security.

Memorandum on Federal Support
for the AbilityOne Program

February 11, 2008

Memorandum for the Heads of Executive
Departments and Agencies

Subject: Federal Support for the AbilityOne
Program

Americans with disabilities make valuable
contributions to our country’s workforce that
help keep our Nation the world’s economic
leader. Expanding employment opportuni-
ties for these individuals will help ensure that
our economy is drawing on the talents and
creativity of all its citizens and that America
remains a place of opportunity for all. Sup-
porting the AbilityOne Program is one good
way to achieve this goal.

The AbilityOne Program (formerly the
Javits-Wagner-O’Day Program) is a Federal
initiative that works with public and private
organizations to generate employment op-
portunities for Americans who are blind or
have other disabilities. Nearly 43,000 individ-
uals work in more than 600 community-
based nonprofit agencies that serve people
with a wide range of disabilities and sell prod-
ucts and services to the Federal Government
through the AbilityOne Program.

The AbilityOne Program has taken steps
to embrace successful business practices, in-
cluding e-commerce and performance-based
contracting. Strong support from Federal



