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customers is critical to fulfilling this impor-
tant program’s employment mission. There-
fore, I encourage you to ensure that your 
agency’s procurement officials acquire prod-
ucts and services provided by the AbilityOne 
Program, consistent with existing law. 

Additional information about the 
AbilityOne Program may be obtained by con-
tacting the Committee for Purchase From 
People Who Are Blind or Severely Disabled 
or by visiting www.AbilityOne.gov. 

George W. Bush 

Memorandum on Implementation of 
Sections 603 and 604 of the Foreign 
Relations Authorization Act, Fiscal 
Year 2003 (Public Law 107–228) 
February 11, 2008 

Presidential Determination No. 2008–11 

Memorandum for the Secretary of State 
Subject: Implementation of Sections 603 and 
604 of the Foreign Relations Authorization 
Act, Fiscal Year 2003 (Public Law 107–228) 

Consistent with the authority contained in 
section 604 of the Foreign Relations Author-
ization Act, Fiscal Year 2003 (Public Law 
107–228)(the ‘‘Act’’), and with reference to 
the determinations set out in the report to 
be transmitted to the Congress pursuant to 
section 603 of that Act regarding noncompli-
ance by the Palestine Liberation Organiza-
tion and the Palestinian Authority with cer-
tain commitments, I hereby impose the sanc-
tion set out in section 604(a)(2), ‘‘Downgrade 
in Status of the PLO Office in the United 
States.’’ This sanction is imposed for a period 
of 180 days from the date hereof or until 
such time as the next report required by sec-
tion 603 of the Act is transmitted to the Con-
gress, whichever is later. You are authorized 
and directed to transmit to the appropriate 
congressional committees the report de-
scribed in section 603 of the Act. 

Furthermore, I hereby determine that it 
is in the national security interest of the 
United States to waive that sanction, pursu-
ant to section 604(c) of the Act. This waiver 
shall be effective for a period of 180 days 
from the date hereof or until such time as 

the next report required by section 603 of 
the Act is transmitted to the Congress, 
whichever is later. 

You are hereby authorized and directed to 
transmit this determination to the Congress 
and to publish it in the Federal Register. 

George W. Bush 

NOTE: This memorandum was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on February 12. 

Remarks Following a Discussion 
With President Amadou Toumani 
Toure of Mali 
February 12, 2008 

President Bush. It’s been a honor and a 
pleasure to welcome the President of Mali 
here to the Oval Office. 

We discussed a variety of issues. I was 
touched by the President’s concern about the 
life of the average citizen in Mali. We are 
partners with the President and the people 
of Mali through the Millennium Challenge 
Account. And one reason we worked with the 
Government is because they’ve agreed to 
fight corruption and support the education 
and health of its citizens. This is a country 
that’s committed to the rights of its people, 
and we’re proud to be standing side by side 
with you. 

Two issues that are very important to this 
administration, Mr. President, were the 
issues that my wife, Laura, discussed when 
she came to your country. One is literacy, 
and two is the eradication of malaria. And 
I assured the President that our commitment 
remains strong to both important issues. And 
I thank him very much for his hard work 
in helping his citizens deal with HIV/AIDS. 

And finally, the President and I spent a 
fair amount of time talking about the dangers 
of radicals and extremists associated with 
groups like Al Qaida. And we talked about 
the need for close cooperation to protect the 
innocent people from those who murder the 
innocent in order to achieve their dark polit-
ical vision. 

So it’s been my honor to welcome a good 
man here to the Oval Office. 

President Toure. Yes. First of all, I would 
like to convey to the President of the United 
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States the sympathies and solidarity of the 
people of Mali because of the destruc-
tion—— 

President Bush. Thank you. 
President Toure. ——brought by the tor-

nadoes in some of the Southern States of the 
United States. 

And then I told Mr. President that we 
were sensitive and impressed by the impres-
sion that we had from the visit of Mrs. Laura 
Bush to Mali some time ago. Also, thank the 
President for the friendship between the 
people of the United States and the people 
of Mali and the cooperation between Mali 
and the United States that we do entertain 
on both sides since the independence of Mali 
in 1960. 

But I could also come to the United States 
just to tell Mr. President, thank you, because 
the President had some initiatives not only 
for Mali but also for Africa, which we believe 
are historical initiatives, and which we do 
have the Millennium Challenge Corporation, 
the greater participation against the fight 
against AIDS through the Global Fund, the 
initiative of the eradication of malaria, and 
not to forget the Presidential initiative on lit-
eracy in Africa, which is very important in 
our view, because when you want to develop, 
you need to also improve basic education. 

President Bush. That’s right. 
President Toure. So I emphasized to the 

President that—and I reaffirm—that Mali 
signed and Mali averred to all different initia-
tives on the fight against terrorism. So it is 
humanly inadmissable, unacceptable to see 
or to assist or to be indifferent to the sugges-
tion that we are seeing to some practices 
which really do not deserve to exist. 

So we had a fruitful exchange of views on 
our cooperation. So I said to Mr. President 
that I would like to thank him and also to 
convey all the gratitude of the people of Mali, 
but I emphasized also the fact that may God 
save Mali and the United States. President, 
thank you very much. 

President Bush. Thank you, sir. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:33 a.m. in the 
Oval Office at the White House. President Toure 
spoke in French, and his remarks were translated 
by an interpreter. 

Remarks at a Celebration of African 
American History Month 

February 12, 2008 

The President. Thank you all for coming. 
Good afternoon, and welcome to the White 
House. Laura and I are honored that you 
all came as we celebrate African American 
History Month. This is a month in which we 
recognize the many African Americans 
who’ve made great contributions to our 
country. We honor the talent and their cour-
age. We renew our commitment to securing 
liberty and justice for every American. That’s 
why we’re here. 

I appreciate many of the notables who 
have joined us. Madam Secretary, appreciate 
you coming—Mr. Secretary, Alphonso Jack-
son, and Marcia. Thanks for coming, Mr. 
Secretary. Proud you’re here. 

If I skip some of the notables, it’s because 
I’m going to say something about them a lit-
tle later on. [Laughter] So, Congressman, I’ll 
be with you in a minute. [Laughter] 

I appreciate Dr. Leonard Haynes, who’s 
the Executive Director of the White House 
Initiative on Historically Black Colleges and 
Universities. I am proud—Doc, thanks for 
coming. I’m proud to welcome all the presi-
dents from the Historically Black Colleges 
and Universities here today; really appreciate 
your service to the country. 

I want to thank Ron Langston, National 
Director of the Minority Business Develop-
ment Agency, Roslyn Brock, vice chairman 
of the NAACP. Roslyn, thank you for com-
ing. Somewhere you are—there you are. I 
thank John Fleming, president, Association 
of the Study of African American Life and 
History. Yes, sir, Reverend Al Sharpton and 
his wife, Dominique; Reverend, it’s good to 
see you. 

Audience member. Daughter. 
The President. Daughter. [Laughter] 

Daughter. [Laughter] I don’t get them right 
all the time. [Laughter] But thank you for 
coming. And, Dominique, you’re sure a lot 
prettier than your father. [Laughter] 

Thurgood Marshall, Jr., we’re proud you’re 
here. Yes, thanks for coming. Good to see 
you, sir. State Representative Calvin Smyre 
of the State of Georgia, who is the president 
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