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optimistic that we can succeed with the Doha 
round, and we’ll keep working it. 

I also said that commodities—whether the 
United States has subsidies or not, commod-
ities—cotton can be overproduced. There’s 
a lot of cotton producers. And so the best 
way to deal with commodity swings is to be 
a value-added processor; take the cotton and 
convert it into a product people want. And 
that’s why we got into the discussion about 
electricity needs and, you know, is there in-
vestment capital available. And now it’s in 
Washington, DC, that OPIC has got some 
expanded programs that he ought to look 
into. So it was a good discussion. 

Ann [Ann Compton, ABC News]. 

U.S. Role in Africa/Situation in Darfur 
Q. What specifically do you expect to see 

coming out of Secretary Rice’s visit in Kenya 
for a few hours on Monday? How much can 
get done on Monday? 

And for both of you, at what point does 
it take more active intervention by an Amer-
ican President in some of the trouble spots 
here in Africa? 

President Bush. Well, first, you know, 
I’ve been very active, in this sense: Every 
time I meet with a world leader that could 
affect the outcome of a particular issue, I 
bring it up and expect there to be, you know, 
focus and concrete action. For example, I’ve 
spent a fair amount of time with Hu Jintao 
on Darfur, talking about the need for us to 
work collaboratively on Darfur—the same in 
Burma. In other words, what—these meet-
ings give me an opportunity to talk about 
ways forward in trouble spots. 

In terms of Condi’s visit, I will—the key 
is, is that the leaders hear from her firsthand 
U.S. desires to see that there be no violence 
and that there be a power-sharing agreement 
that will help this nation resolve its difficul-
ties. That’s what diplomacy is, and we’ve 
been very active on all fronts. Ours—after 
all, back to Darfur, ours is the first and prob-
ably only nation that’s declared it a genocide. 

And, you know, I had a tough decision to 
make early on, and that is whether to send 
troops into Darfur. And I think I’ve discussed 
this with you all before, that I made the deci-
sion not to, upon the recommendation of a 
lot of the groups involved in Darfur as well 

as other folks. I’ve listened very carefully to 
their—whether we should or shouldn’t, but 
once you make that decision, then there’s not 
many other avenues except for the United 
Nations and the peacekeeping forces. And 
that’s where we spend a lot of time and en-
ergy trying to get there to be an effective 
response. 

The African Union stepped forward ini-
tially. And one of the reasons I’m going to 
Rwanda is to thank President Kagame for his 
strong efforts in Darfur as a—as one of the 
real leaders in providing peacekeepers. 

But we’ve been plenty active on these 
issues. And we’ll continue to be active on 
these issues because they’re important issues 
for the U.S. security and for our interests. 

Well, Mr. President, thank you. Like, press 
conference over. [Laughter] 

NOTE: The President’s news conference began at 
9:59 a.m. at Cadjehoun International Airport. In 
his remarks, he referred to Chantal de Souza Yayi, 
wife of President Yayi; Secretary-General Ban Ki- 
moon and former Secretary-General Kofi Annan 
of the United Nations; President Hu Jintao of 
China; and President Paul Kagame of Rwanda. 
President Yayi and some reporters spoke in 
French, and their remarks were translated by an 
interpreter. 

The President’s Radio Address 
February 16, 2008 

Good morning. At the stroke of midnight 
tonight, a vital intelligence law that is helping 
protect our Nation will expire. Congress had 
the power to prevent this from happening, 
but chose not to. 

The Senate passed a good bill that would 
have given our intelligence professionals the 
tools they need to keep us safe. But leaders 
in the House of Representatives blocked a 
House vote on the Senate bill and then left 
on a 10-day recess. 

Some congressional leaders claim that this 
will not affect our security. They are wrong. 
Because Congress failed to act, it will be 
harder for our Government to keep you safe 
from terrorist attack. At midnight, the Attor-
ney General and the Director of National In-
telligence will be stripped of their power to 
authorize new surveillance against terrorist 
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threats abroad. This means that as terrorists 
change their tactics to avoid our surveillance, 
we may not have the tools we need to con-
tinue tracking them, and we may lose a vital 
lead that could prevent an attack on America. 

In addition, Congress has put intelligence 
activities at risk even when the terrorists 
don’t change tactics. By failing to act, Con-
gress has created a question about whether 
private sector companies who assist in our 
efforts to defend you from the terrorists 
could be sued for doing the right thing. Now, 
these companies will be increasingly reluc-
tant to provide this vital cooperation because 
of their uncertainty about the law and fear 
of being sued by class-action trial lawyers. 

For 6 months, I urged Congress to take 
action to ensure this dangerous situation did 
not come to pass. I even signed a 2-week 
extension of the existing law because Mem-
bers of Congress said they would use that 
time to work out their differences. The Sen-
ate used this time productively and passed 
a good bill with a strong, bipartisan super- 
majority of 68 votes. Republicans and Demo-
crats came together on legislation to ensure 
that we could effectively monitor those seek-
ing to harm our people. And they voted to 
provide fair and just liability protection for 
companies that assisted in efforts to protect 
America after the attacks of 9/11. 

The Senate sent this bill to the House for 
its approval. It was clear that if given a vote, 
the bill would have passed the House with 
a bipartisan majority. I made every effort to 
work with the House to secure passage of 
this law. I even offered to delay my trip to 
Africa if we could come together and enact 
a good bill. But House leaders refused to let 
the bill come to a vote. Instead, the House 
held partisan votes that do nothing to keep 
our country safer. House leaders chose poli-
tics over protecting the country, and our 
country is at greater risk as a result. 

House leaders have no excuse for this fail-
ure. They knew all along that this deadline 
was approaching because they set it them-
selves. My administration will take every step 
within our power to minimize the damage 
caused by the House’s irresponsible behav-
ior. Yet it is still urgent that Congress act. 
The Senate has shown the way by approving 
a good, bipartisan bill. The House must pass 

that bill as soon as they return to Washington 
from their latest recess. 

At this moment, somewhere in the world, 
terrorists are planning a new attack on Amer-
ica, and Congress has no higher responsibility 
than ensuring we have the tools to stop them. 

Thank you for listening. 

NOTE: The address was recorded at 11:45 a.m., 
e.d.t., on February 15 in the Cabinet Room at 
the White House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m., 
e.d.t., on February 16. The transcript was made 
available by the Office of the Press Secretary on 
February 15 but was embargoed for release until 
the broadcast. Due to the 6-hour time difference, 
the radio address was broadcast after the Presi-
dent’s remarks in Benin. The Office of the Press 
Secretary also released a Spanish language tran-
script of this address. 

The President’s News Conference 
With President Jakaya Mrisho 
Kikwete of Tanzania in Dar es 
Salaam, Tanzania 

February 17, 2008 

President Kikwete. Mr. President, wel-
come. I stand before you with a deep sense 
of gratitude and satisfaction to once again 
welcome you, Mr. President, and your entire 
delegation to our dear country, Tanzania. 
The outpouring of warmth and affection 
from the people of Tanzania that you have 
witnessed since your arrival is a genuine re-
flection of what we feel towards you and to-
wards the American people. 

Welcome, Your Excellency, and your great 
wife, Madam Laura Bush, as enduring part-
ners for our empowerment as we struggle 
to pull ourselves to prosperity and back from 
backwardness and undevelopment, infested 
by poverty, disease, and deprivation of basic 
social and economic services. We welcome 
you, Mr. President, as a supportive and un-
derstanding partner as we take the necessary 
measures to promote democracy, human 
rights, and good governance. You are a de-
pendable partner, indeed, in the pursuit of 
ensuring national, as well as regional, peace 
and stability in the African Continent. 

Mr. President, you have shown great com-
passion for Africa and its people. You have 
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