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Remarks During a Meeting With
President John Agyekum Kufuor of
Ghana in Accra, Ghana

February 20, 2008

President Bush. Thank you very much for
your hospitality. Mr. President, thanks. First
of all, it’s an honor to be in your country,
and it’s an honor to be with you—[inaudible].
I don’t know if the people of your country
truly understand your standing in the inter-
national community, but you are one of the
most respected international leaders. You
have represented your country well; you have
represented the continent of Africa well; and
you represent certain basic values extremely
well. So it’s an honor to be with you today.

You're right; you and I are both finishing
our term. But you forgot to say that we're
both going to finish strong. [Laughter]

President Kufuor. That is a politician I
talk about. [Laughter]

President Bush. You mentioned the Mil-
lennium Challenge Account. And I believe
you're the first country on the continent of
Africa to receive a grant. And we did so be-
cause we believe in supporting governments
that fight corruption, invest in their children,
invest in the health of their citizens, believe
in marketplace economies, and that’s exactly
the way you've led your country.

And so ours is a—it’s certainly not a gift.
It is given in a cooperative spirit that—[in-
audible]l—people. And we believe that it is
in our national interest to promote freedom
and democracy as well as help the citizenry
make the—I[inaudible]. And you've led the
way, Mr. President. It’s been very easy to
support your Government.

And T appreciate you bringing up disease.
There’s no doubt in my mind that given some
help, the Government of Ghana—Tled by you,
sir—will eradicate malaria. It’s going to take
a lot of work and a lot of organizational skills
and support from the international commu-
nity, which you will have. And I predict to
the people of Ghana that when you look back
at President Kufuor’s leadership, you'll say,
this was the beginning of the end of the dis-
ease that affected so many lives—l[inaudible].

And T appreciate your leadership, my
friend, and T want to thank you very much
for this warm hospitality. I do want to thank
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the people of Ghana—at least those we've
seen so far—for getting up early, lining the
streets, and waving with such enthusiasm. It
made us all feel great, and it’s a part of the
trip I've really been looking forward to. So
grateful for your hospitality. Thank you, sir.

NOTE: The President spoke at approximately 10
a.m. at Osu Castle.

The President’s News Conference
With President John Agyekum
Kufuor of Ghana in Accra
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President Kufuor. Welcome, Mr. Presi-
dent. I believe we agreed to expose ourselves
to the ladies and gentlemen of the media.
[Laughter] So we are ready for your ques-
tions.

President Bush. Let me have a—you
want me to say something initially, Mr. Presi-
dent?

President Kufuor. Well, you may, Mr.
President.

President Bush. See, he doesn’t want to
hear what I said upstairs again. But I do want
to say a couple of comments. First of all,
thank you very much for your warm hospi-
tality. I am really happy to be in Ghana, as
is my wife; this is her second time here, Mr.
President. And I want to thank you for this
grand welcome. And I appreciate your lead-
ership.

Upstairs we talked about the Millennium
Challenge Account. And it is a sizeable sum
of taxpayers’ money, aimed at helping you
achieve your objectives, because your Gov-
ernment, led by you, is one that fights cor-
ruption and invests in its children, invests in
the health of its citizens.

I'm oftentimes asked, “What difference
does it make to America if people are dying
of malaria in a place like Ghana or anywhere
else?” It means a lot. It means a lot morally;
it means a lot from a—it’s in our national
interests. After all, if you believe we're in an
ideological struggle against extremism, which
I do, the only way these people can recruit
is when they find hopeless people. And
there’s nothing more hopeless than a mother
losing a child needlessly to a mosquito bite.



