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Message to the Congress on
Continuation of the National
Emergency With Respect to Iran

March 11, 2008

To the Congress of the United States:

The crisis between the United States and
Iran constituted by the actions and policies
of the Government of Iran that led to the
declaration of a national emergency on
March 15, 1995, has not been resolved. The
actions and policies of the Government of
Iran are contrary to the interests of the
United States in the region and pose a con-
tinuing unusual and extraordinary threat to
the national security, foreign policy, and
economy of the United States. Iran remains
the world’s most active state sponsor of ter-
rorism, and continues to provide lethal sup-
port to Lebanese Hizballah, HAMAS, Pales-
tinian Islamic Jihad and numerous other ter-
rorist organizations in the region, as well as
to the Taliban in Afghanistan and various
Iragi militant groups. For these reasons, I
have determined that it is necessary to con-
tinue the national emergency declared with
respect to Iran and maintain in force com-
prehensive sanctions against Iran to respond
to this threat.

Section 202(d) of the National Emer-
gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for
the automatic termination of a national emer-
gency unless, prior to the anniversary date
of its declaration, the President publishes in
the Federal Register and transmits to the
Congress a notice stating that the emergency
is to continue in effect beyond the anniver-
sary date. In accordance with this provision,
I have sent the enclosed notice to the Federal
Register for publication, stating that the Iran
emergency declared on March 15, 1995, is
to continue in effect beyond March 15, 2008.

George W. Bush

The White House,
March 11, 2008.

NOTE: This message was released by the Office
of the Press Secretary on March 12.
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Remarks to the United States
Hispanic Chamber of Commerce

March 12, 2008

Gracias. Thank you. Sientese. Gracias mi
amigo David. Thank you for having me back
yet again to speak. This is an opportunity de
practicar mi Espanol. [Laughter] Of course,
a lot of people say I ought to be spending
more time practicing my English. [Laughter]
But I'm thrilled to be with you.

I really love the entrepreneurial spirit in
all communities. And it's evident in the
Latino community. As you know, I'm blessed
to be a Texan, and I got to see firsthand,
as Governor, the unbelievable initiative and
drive of Hispanics who lived in my State. And
it’s the same thing all across the country. And
so part of the purpose for me to come is
to thank you for your helping others realize
the blessings of owning a small business;
thanks for creating jobs; thanks for setting
good examples; and thanks for being my
friend.

David, as you know, I've been to the His-
panic Chamber—I think this is my third
time, but I know a lot of you personally. And
this may be my farewell address to the His-
panic Chamber as President, but it’s certainly
not going to be my farewell to you as a friend.

I thank not only David but Augie Mar-
tinez. I thank the directors of the Hispanic
Chamber. I thank my old buddy Hector
Barreto, who is here with us, who—[ap-
plause]—Michael Barrera, thank you both.
Appreciate you, Miguel.

And then there are members of my Cabi-
net who have come because today I'm going
to discuss with you a very serious issue, an
issue that matters a lot to your future and
the future of this country. And so I welcome
Secretary of Defense Bob Gates, Secretary
of the Treasury Hank Paulson, Secretary of
Agriculture Ed Schafer, Secretary of Com-
merce Carlos Gutierrez. Elaine Chao, Sec-
retary of Labor, is with us. Susan Schwab
of the USTR—Trade Representative is with
us. This is not a Cabinet meeting. [Laughter]

These are people who are here to put an
exclamation point on the subject I'm going
to discuss with you today. And so I thank
you all for coming. I appreciate your time.



