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So I think it’s up to you to make the atmos-
phere so that North Korea can faithfully 
abide by their promise and make the right 
declaration; that once North Korea does so, 
it is also in their interest to make the correct 
decision to give a full and complete declara-
tion. And it will also help the North Korean 
people improve the quality of their life, and 
that is the best strategic choice that they can 
make. 

South Korea-U.S. Relations/China 
Q. Chosun Daily News—I have a question 

for President Bush. The United States has 
a divergent alliance with countries like the 
United Kingdom, Japan. In your opinion, 
President Bush, what kind of alliance do you 
have with the Republic of Korea? And during 
your summit meeting today, I believe you 
agreed to upgrade the Korea-U.S. alliance. 
In order to upgrade the alliance, what kind 
of new movement will you take on, for in-
stance, the transfer of wartime operational 
control? And what will you do, President 
Bush—do you have any intention to meet 
with both President Lee and Chairman Kim 
in order to resolve this issue? 

President Bush. No—[inaudible]—de-
scribed the relationship—[inaudible]—a 21st 
century strategic alliance. That makes sense 
to me. So what does that mean? Well, it 
means we work in ways to deal with 21st cen-
tury problems, such as proliferation of nu-
clear materials, such as working to make sure 
our children are educated with the tools nec-
essary to be productive citizens, such as hav-
ing a recognition that in the 21st century, 
a free and fair trading system will be nec-
essary for prosperity. And that’s why it’s 
going to be very important for our Congress 
to ratify the free trade agreement with Korea. 

It’s going to be very important a 21st cen-
tury alliance recognizes that China is a op-
portunity for both nations to engage in a con-
structive way. We have our problems with 
China, of course, whether it be human rights 
or how the Chinese leadership deals with the 
Dalai Lama or with Burma—a variety of 
issues. On the other hand, you can either 
have a constructive relationship—we can 
work constructively with China—or we can 
have a destructive relationship. I’ve chosen 
to have a constructive relationship. 

And so the step one is to anticipate the 
issues confronting our peoples in the 21st 
century, and step two is to develop a practical 
way to deal with those issues. And that’s ex-
actly what our conversation revolved around. 
And I’m confident that this meeting has 
strengthened our relationship, and I’m con-
fident that the American people understand 
how important this relationship is to our own 
prosperity and our own security. 

And so it’s been a really good visit, and 
we’re glad you came here too. [Laughter] 
Yes. Thanks for coming. Thank you, sir. 

NOTE: The President’s news conference began at 
11:17 a.m. In his remarks, the President referred 
to Kim Yoon-ok, wife of President Lee; Minister 
of National Defense Lee Sang-hee of South 
Korea; Chairman Kim Jong Il of North Korea; 
and Tenzin Gyatso, the Dalai Lama of Tibet. A 
reporter referred to Ambassador John R. Bolton, 
former U.S. Representative to the United Nations. 
President Lee and some reporters spoke in Ko-
rean, and their remarks were translated by an in-
terpreter. 

Remarks Announcing the Reopening 
of the Mexican Consulate in New 
Orleans, Louisiana 

April 21, 2008 

President Bush. Thank you. Sientese, por 
favor. Mr. President, we are sure glad you’re 
here. 

President Felipe de Jesus Calderon 
Hinojosa of Mexico. Thank you, sir. 

President Bush. And thank you for invit-
ing me to be here. Madam Foreign Minister, 
Consul Garcia Guerra, Ambassador, thanks. 
Governor, el alcalde—Mr. Mayor, Ambas-
sador Garza, I am really glad to be with you 
on this special occasion. I am pleased that 
Mexico has chosen to reopen its consulate 
in New Orleans, and I’m honored to attend. 

New Orleans has had a long tradition of 
diplomatic ties with Mexico. In 1824, New 
Orleans, Louisiana, became the first site of 
the Mexican—where the first Mexican—be-
came the site for the first Mexican consulate 
in the United States. Isn’t that interesting? 
Unfortunately, the consulate was closed in 
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2002. And so today we’re reopening the con-
sulate. And it’s a good sign, because we cele-
brate the values that cause Mexico and the 
United States to be friends, values like family 
and faith and culture. 

We celebrate the enduring and close part-
nership between our countries. Mexico and 
the United States are working together to 
build a future of prosperity and opportunity 
for people on both sides of the border. 

And at this ceremony, we also celebrate 
the comeback of a great American city. You 
know, I chose New Orleans for our meetings 
with Mexico and Canada because I wanted 
to send a clear signal to the people of my 
country that New Orleans is open for busi-
ness, and it’s a good place to visit, and that 
after the devastation of Katrina, it’s become 
a hopeful city. 

And so, on behalf of the people of the 
United States, Mr. President, mi amigo, I 
thank you for reopening this consulate. I look 
forward to our meetings. And it’s my honor 
to bring you to the podium. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 1 p.m. In his re-
marks, he referred to Secretary of Foreign Rela-
tions Patricia Espinosa Cantellano and Consul An-
drea Garcia Guerra of Mexico; Mexico’s Ambas-
sador to the U.S. Arturo Sarukhan Casamitjana; 
Gov. Bobby Jindal of Louisiana; and Mayor C. 
Ray Nagin of New Orleans, LA. The transcript 
released by the Office of the Press Secretary also 
included the remarks of President Calderon. The 
Office of the Press Secretary also released a Span-
ish language transcript of these remarks. 

Remarks Following a Discussion 
With President Felipe de Jesus 
Calderon Hinojosa of Mexico in New 
Orleans 

April 21, 2008 

President Bush. Mr. President, thank you 
very much. We just had a very long and really 
good discussion on a variety of issues. U.S.- 
Mexican relations are very important, and 
sometimes we in America take those rela-
tions for granted. But we share a large bor-
der; we share the same values. We’ve got 
people on both sides of the border who’ve 
got friends and family members. And it is 

fitting that you and I have this kind of con-
versation. 

I want to congratulate you and thank you 
for your strong leadership. I appreciate the 
fact that you inherited a very difficult situa-
tion. One, you inherited, you know, high de-
mand for drugs in the United States. In other 
words, people are using drugs, and therefore, 
people are supplying drugs. And it’s caused 
difficult security problems in your country, 
and you’ve responded aggressively. And I 
think it’s in our interests that we fund the 
joint initiative. We got to work hard on our 
side to make sure that we reduce our drug 
use and, at the same time, work with you 
in the close coordination to defeat these drug 
traffickers. 

We need to do—continue our initiative 
that we started with—during your adminis-
tration, Mr. President, on dealing with arms 
trafficking—arms coming from the United 
States into Mexico. We’ve got a strategy in 
place, and we’re now beginning to imple-
ment it. Congress has a chance to send a 
strong statement that we want to work in a 
collaborative fashion with the money that’s 
going to be in the supplemental. My hope, 
of course, is they fully fund the program, and 
they fund it—a strategy that will be effective. 

We talked about trade and how trade has 
been beneficial to both our countries. When 
you and I grew up in our respective coun-
tries, the border region of Mexico and the 
United States was very poor. And today, 
when you go down there, there’s prosperity 
on both sides of the border. A lot of that 
has to do with trade. Our trade has tripled, 
and our economies have grown. And this has 
been a very positive aspect for both our coun-
tries. And so we’re going to talk about that, 
of course, with the Canadian Prime Minister 
in our dinner tonight. 

But we also talked about the need to have 
a successful Doha round. We talked about 
climate change. We talked about a lot of 
issues and—but that’s what you expect 
friends to do. So I welcome you. 

[At this point, President Calderon spoke in 
Spanish, and it was translated as follows 
below.] 

Interpreter. [Inaudible] 
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