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shall coordinate executive branch biometric 
science and technology policy, including bio-
metric standards and necessary research, de-
velopment, and conformance testing pro-
grams. Recommended executive branch bio-
metric standards are contained in the Reg-
istry of United States Government Rec-
ommended Biometric Standards and shall be 
updated via the NSTC Subcommittee on 
Biometrics and Identity Management. 

Implementation 
(19) Within 90 days of the date of this di-

rective, the Attorney General, in coordina-
tion with the Secretaries of State, Defense, 
and Homeland Security, the DNI, and the 
Director of the Office of Science and Tech-
nology Policy, shall, through the Assistant to 
the President for National Security Affairs 
and the Assistant to the President for Home-
land Security and Counterterrorism, submit 
for the President’s approval an action plan 
to implement this directive. The action plan 
shall do the following: 

(a) Recommend actions and associated 
timelines for enhancing the existing 
terrorist-oriented identification and 
screening processes by expanding the 
use of biometrics; 

(b) Consistent with applicable law, (i) 
recommend categories of individuals 
in addition to KSTs who may pose a 
threat to national security, and (ii) set 
forth cost-effective actions and associ-
ated timelines for expanding the col-
lection and use of biometrics to iden-
tify and screen for such individuals; 
and 

(c) Identify business processes, techno-
logical capabilities, legal authorities, 
and research and development efforts 
needed to implement this directive. 

(20) Within 1 year of the date of this direc-
tive, the Attorney General, in coordination 
with the Secretaries of State, Defense, and 
Homeland Security, the DNI, and the heads 
of other appropriate agencies, shall submit 
to the President, through the Assistant to the 
President for National Security Affairs and 
the Assistant to the President for Homeland 
Security and Counterterrorism, a report on 
the implementation of this directive and the 
associated action plan, proposing any nec-

essary additional steps for carrying out the 
policy of this directive. Agencies shall provide 
support for, and promptly respond to, re-
quests made by the Attorney General in fur-
therance of this report. The Attorney Gen-
eral will thereafter report to the President 
on the implementation of this directive as the 
Attorney General deems necessary or when 
directed by the President. 

General Provisions 
(21) This directive: 
(a) shall be implemented consistent with 

applicable law, including inter-
national obligations undertaken by 
the United States, and the authorities 
of agencies, or heads of such agencies, 
vested by law; 

(b) shall not be construed to alter, 
amend, or revoke any other NSPD or 
HSPD in effect on the effective date 
of this directive; 

(c) is not intended to, and does not, cre-
ate any rights or benefits, substantive 
or procedural, enforceable by law or 
in equity by a party against the United 
States, its departments, agencies, in-
strumentalities, or entities, its offi-
cers, employees, or agents, or any 
other person. 

George W. Bush 

Remarks at the Congressional Picnic 
June 5, 2008 

The President. Welcome. Thank you for 
coming. Laura and I are thrilled you’re here. 
Vice President and Lynne Cheney are happy 
you’re here as well. This is a chance for us 
to thank the Members of Congress and their 
families for serving the United States of 
America. I hope you have found it as great 
a joy serving our country as we have. The 
South Lawn is full of anticipation and excite-
ment. There’s square dancing and trains and 
obviously balloon hats. [Laughter] 

Audience member. It’s a cowgirl hat. 
The President. Cowgirl hat. Madam 

Speaker, thank you for coming. I’m—appre-
ciate you bringing your family. Leaders of 
the House and the Senate, thanks for serving. 
I’m really thrilled to be able to introduce a 
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friend of my family’s—friends of my family 
for a long period of time. We’re really lucky 
to have with us today the Oak Ridge Boys. 
I’m honored they are here. 

Thank you all for coming. Please enjoy 
yourselves. May God bless you and your fam-
ilies. And may God continue to bless the 
United States of America. Thank you for 
coming. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 6:43 p.m. on the 
South Lawn at the White House. In his remarks, 
he referred to entertainers the Oak Ridge Boys. 

Remarks Following a Meeting on 
Earthquake Relief Efforts in China 
June 6, 2008 

Thank you very much, Bonnie, for inviting 
me here. I’m proud to be here with Secretary 
of State Rice, Secretary of Treasury Paulson. 
Ambassador, thank you for being here. 

I’ve just been briefed about how the 
United States private sector, faith-based 
community, NGO community’s responding 
to what is a horrible human disaster in 
China—estimated 70,000 people have died, 
18,000 people missing, 15 million people 
homeless, and the tally is still being counted. 
There’s no question, this is a major human 
disaster that requires a strong response from 
the Chinese Government, which is what 
they’re providing, but it also responds—a 
compassionate response from nations to 
whom—for—that have got the blessings— 
good blessings of life, and that’s us. 

I told the folks assembled here that I’m 
not surprised that the American people have 
responded to this challenge. And the reason 
I’m not surprised is, we’re a compassionate, 
decent nation that cares deeply about a 
stranger who hurts. And so the response of 
the—so far of our American citizens have 
been impressive—unprecedented and un-
paralleled in its compassion. 

There’ll be more work that needs to be 
done. My message to the Chinese Govern-
ment is, thank you for welcoming our aid; 
thank you for taking a firm response to this 
disaster; and just know the American people 
care about the people of China. When a 
brother and sister hurts, we care about it. 

And so that’s why our response has been 
so robust and so compassionate to date. I 
want to thank you all from the bottom of 
my heart for showing the great compassion 
of America. 

Thank you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:43 a.m. at the 
American Red Cross National Headquarters. In 
his remarks, he referred to Bonnie McElveen- 
Hunter, chairman of the board of governors, 
American Red Cross; and China’s Ambassador to 
the U.S. Zhou Wenzhong. 

Remarks at a Swearing-In Ceremony 
for Steven C. Preston as the 
Secretary of Housing and Urban 
Development 
June 6, 2008 

Thank you all. Please be seated. Thank 
you. Welcome. Thank you. It’s a—so glad to 
be here at the Department of Housing and 
Urban Development. And I’ve come to intro-
duce you to your new boss, Secretary Steve 
Preston. I want to thank Steve’s wife, Molly, 
five children, and his mom and dad, Lee and 
Ursula. 

Mr. Secretary, thanks for coming—Sec-
retary Kempthorne; and Director John Wal-
ters. It’s good to see two of your predecessors 
here, Steve—Alphonso Jackson and Jack 
Kemp. Thank you all for coming. 

This is a time of turbulence in the housing 
market and slow growth for our overall econ-
omy. This morning the Labor Department 
reported that our economy lost 49,000 jobs 
in May and the unemployment rate rose to 
5.5 percent. This rise was caused, in part, 
by a surge of new, young entrants into the 
job market, but it’s clearly a sign that is con-
sistent with slow economic growth. 

To help keep this economy growing, we 
did pass an economic stimulus package that 
provides tax rebates for American families 
and incentives for businesses to invest in new 
equipment. We’re beginning to see the signs 
that the stimulus may be working. And now 
the Congress needs to take the next steps. 
At a time when Americans are concerned 
about higher gas prices, Congress needs to 
pass legislation that expands—it will allow for 
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