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to the Paris conference, along with Secretary
Rice, on our behalf to ask nations to con-
tribute to the development of Afghanistan,
which will mean theyll be contributing to
peace.

And then, of course, we'll be talking about
the economy. A lot of Americans are con-
cerned about our economy. I can understand
why. Gasoline prices are high; energy prices
are high. I do remind them that we have put
a stimulus package forward that is expected
to help boost the economy. Of course, we’ll
be monitoring the situation.

I will remind our friends and allies over-
seas that we're all too dependent on hydro-
carbons, and we must work to advance tech-
nologies to help us become less dependent
on hydrocarbons. T'll also remind them,
though, that the United States has an oppor-
tunity to help increase the supply of oil on
the market, therefore, taking pressure off
gasoline for hard-working Americans. And
that I've proposed to the Congress that they
open up ANWR, open up the Continental
Shelf, and give this country a chance to help
us through this difficult period by finding
more supplies of crude oil, which will take
the pressure off the price of gasoline.

These are global issues we’ll be discussing.
Secretary Paulson will be also discussing
issues at the G-8—the G-8 ministers in
Japan this week.

As well, T'll talk about our Nation’s com-
mitment to a strong dollar. A strong dollar
is in our Nation’s interests. It is in the inter-
ests of the global economy. Our economy is
large, and it’s open and flexible. Our capital
markets are some of the deepest and most
liquid. And the long-term health and strong
foundation of our economy will shine
through and be reflected in currency values.

U.S. economy has continued to grow in
the face of unprecedented challenges. We
got to keep our economies flexible. Both the
U.S. economy and European economies
need to be flexible in order to deal with to-
day’s challenges.

I'm looking forward to my trip, and I'm
looking forward to seeing Laura. Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 6:55 a.m. on the
South Lawn at the White House.
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Letter to the Speaker of the House of
Representatives Transmitting
Budget Amendments

June 9, 2008

Dear Madam Speaker:

I ask the Congress to consider the en-
closed amendments to my FY 2009 Budget
requests for the Departments of Agriculture,
Energy, Homeland Security, Housing and
Urban Development, the Interior, Labor,
Transportation, and the Treasury; as well as
the Corps of Engineers, the National Aero-
nautics and Space Administration, and the
Office of Personnel Management. These
amendments will decrease by $3 million the
overall discretionary budget authority in my
FY 2009 Budget.

These amendments are necessary to cor-
rectly reflect policies proposed in my FY
2009 Budget. The details of these amend-
ments are set forth in the enclosed letter
from the Director of the Office of Manage-
ment and Budget.

Sincerely,

George W. Bush

NoOTE: This letter was released by the Office of
the Press Secretary on June 10.

Letter to the Speaker of the House of
Representatives Transmitting
Budget Amendments

June 9, 2008

Dear Madam Speaker:

I ask the Congress to consider the en-
closed amendments to my FY 2009 Budget
for the Departments of Agriculture, Com-
merce, Health and Human Services, Home-
land Security, the Interior, Labor, and the
Treasury. Overall, the discretionary budget
authority proposed in my FY 2009 Budget
would not be increased by these requests.

I am requesting an additional $546 million
for the Department of Commerce to cover
increased costs to conduct the 2010 Decen-
nial Census. I am also requesting $275 mil-
lion for the Department of Health and
Human Services to improve food and med-
ical product safety and $1 million for the De-
partment of Homeland Security to continue



