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There was a time when they believed that
America should pay any price and bear any
burden in the defense of liberty, but they
have changed. These days, if you want to
know how a Democrat in Congress is going
to vote tomorrow, just visit the web site of
MoveOn.org today.

This is change all right, but it's not the
kind of change the American people want.
Americans want change that makes their life
better and our country safer, and that re-
quires changing the party in control of the
United States Congress. So with your efforts
and with your hard work, I am confident that
the American people will send Republicans
to Congress—and to send our friend John
McCain to the White House.

This is the final time I'm going to speak
to this event. And when I ran for President
8 years ago, as Jeb mentioned, I promised
to uphold the dignity and honor of this office.
And to the best of my ability, I have tried
to live up to that promise. Next January, I
will leave with confidence in our country’s
course and the proud work we have done
together.

We've worked together to make our coun-
try safer and to spread prosperity throughout
our land. I've been strengthened by your sup-
port and lifted up by your prayers. I've also
been blessed to share these years with a
strong and loving family, including a fabulous
woman named Laura Bush. I believe she’s
the finest First Lady in our Nation’s history.
Just don’t tell mother. [Laughter] And in this
job, I have had no finer example of character,
decency, and integrity than the first man to
be called President George Bush.

This isn’t a farewell speech, because we’ve
got a lot to do this year. I want you to know
my energy is up; my spirits are high; and I
am going to finish this job strong. So with
confidence in our vision, strong belief in our
philosophy, faith in our values, let us go for-
ward, reclaim the Congress, and elect John
McCain as President in 2008.

God bless you, and God bless America.

NotE: The President spoke at 7:29 p.m. at the
Walter E. Washington Convention Center. In his
remarks, he referred to Representative Jeb
Hensarling, chairman, 2008 President’s Dinner,
and his wife, Melissa.
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Notice—Continuation of the
National Emergency With Respect to
the Risk of Nuclear Proliferation
Created by the Accumulation of
Weapons-Usable Fissile Material in
the Territory of the Russian
Federation

June 18, 2008

On June 21, 2000, President Clinton
issued Executive Order 13159 (the “order”)
blocking property and interests in property
of the Government of the Russian Federa-
tion that are in the United States, that here-
after come within the United States, or that
are or hereafter come within the possession
or control of United States persons that are
directly related to the implementation of the
Agreement Between the Government of the
United States of America and the Govern-
ment of the Russian Federation Concerning
the Disposition of Highly Enriched Uranium
Extracted from Nuclear Weapons, dated
February 18, 1993, and related contracts and
agreements (collectively, the “HEU Agree-
ments”). The HEU Agreements allow for the
downblending of highly enriched uranium
derived from nuclear weapons to low en-
riched uranium for peaceful commercial pur-
poses. The order invoked the authority, inter
alia, of the International Emergency Eco-
nomic Powers Act (50 U.S.C. 1701 et seq.)
and declared a national emergency to deal
with the unusual and extraordinary threat to
the national security and foreign policy of the
United States posed by the risk of nuclear
proliferation created by the accumulation of
a large volume of weapons-usable fissile ma-
terial in the territory of the Russian Federa-
tion.

The national emergency declared on June
21, 2000, must continue beyond June 21,
2008, to provide continued protection from
attachment, judgment, decree, lien, execu-
tion, garnishment, or other judicial process
for the property and interests in property of
the Government of the Russian Federation
that are directly related to the implementa-
tion of the HEU Agreements and subject to
U.S. jurisdiction. Therefore, in accordance
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with section 202 (d) of the National Emer-
gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)), I am con-
tinuing for 1 year the national emergency
with respect to the risk of nuclear prolifera-
tion created by the accumulation of weapons-
usable fissile material in the territory of the
Russian Federation. This notice shall be pub-
lished in the Federal Register and trans-
mitted to the Congress.

George W. Bush

The White House,
June 18, 2008.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
10:26 a.m., June 19, 2008]

NoOTE: This notice was released by the Office of
the Press Secretary on June 19, and it was pub-
lished in the Federal Register on June 20.

Message to the Congress on
Continuation of the National
Emergency With Respect to the Risk
of Nuclear Proliferation Created by
the Accumulation of Weapons-
Usable Fissile Material in the
Territory of the Russian Federation

June 18, 2008

To the Congress of the United States:

Section 202(d) of the National Emer-
gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for
the automatic termination of a national emer-
gency unless, prior to the anniversary date
of its declaration, the President publishes in
the Federal Register and transmits to the
Congress a notice stating that the emergency
is to continue in effect beyond the anniver-
sary date. In accordance with this provision,
I have sent to the Federal Register for publi-
cation the enclosed notice stating that the
emergency declared in Executive Order
13159 of June 21, 2000, with respect to the
risk of nuclear proliferation created by the
accumulation of a large volume of weapons-
usable fissile material in the territory of the
Russian Federation is to continue beyond
June 21, 2008.

It remains a major national security goal
of the United States to ensure that fissile ma-
terial removed from Russian nuclear weap-
ons pursuant to various arms control and dis-
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armament agreements is dedicated to peace-
ful uses, subject to transparency measures,
and protected from diversion to activities of
proliferation concern. The accumulation of
a large volume of weapons-usable fissile ma-
terial in the territory of the Russian Federa-
tion continues to pose an unusual and ex-
traordinary threat to the national security and
foreign policy of the United States. For this
reason, I have determined that it is necessary
to continue the national emergency declared
with respect to the risk of nuclear prolifera-
tion created by the accumulation of a large
volume of weapons-usable fissile material in
the territory of the Russian Federation and
maintain in force these emergency authori-
ties to respond to this threat.

George W. Bush

The White House,
June 18, 2008.

NOTE: This message was released by the Office
of the Press Secretary on June 19.

Remarks on Presenting the
Presidential Medal of Freedom

June 19, 2008

The President. Welcome to the White
House for what is going to be a joyous occa-
sion. Mr. Vice President, Justice Scalia,
members of my Cabinet and administration,
Members of Congress, Medal of Freedom
recipients and their families and friends:
Thanks for coming. Laura and I are honored
to welcome you here.

The Medal of Freedom is the highest civil
honor a President can bestow. The award
recognizes outstanding individuals who have
been leaders in their chosen fields, have led
lives of vision and character, and have made
especially meritorious contributions to our
Nation and the world. Today we add the
names of six remarkable Americans to that
select list.

The story of our first recipient begins in
a poor neighborhood in the heart of Detroit.
This was an environment where many young
people lost themselves to poverty and crime
and violence. For a time, young Ben Carson
was headed down that same path. Yet
through his reliance on faith and family, he



