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America; we're glad youre here, Steve.
Thanks for coming back. Appreciate you sup-
porting baseball throughout America.

Laura and I are thrilled also to be joined
today by our first pitch kind of semi-thrower-
outers. [Laughter] Angel Macias is with us.
For those of you who follow Little League
baseball, you might remember, in 1957—es
verdad?

Angel Macias. Right.

The President. Si. He threw a perfect
game for Monterrey, Mexico, in the Little
League World Series, and Mexico went on
to win the world series. And we're so glad
you're here. Welcome to the White House.

And standing with you is Jake T. Austin,
who happens—who’s going to be playing
Angel in the movie

Jake T. Austin. Yes, I play Angel Macias
in the movie.
The President. And what’s the movie?

Myr. Austin. The movie is called “The Per-
fect Game,” and it’s coming out in 2008, this
year.

The President. ——2008, yes. You prob-
ably recommend we all go see it.

Mr. Austin. We'd greatly appreciate it.
[Laughter]

The President. Yes. Well, Laura was sug-
gesting, Jake T., that we actually have a show-
ing here at the White House.

Mpr. Austin. Great.
The President. Yes, see, he’s for that.

Before we get started, I do want the play-
ers to join me in the Little League Pledge.
Are you ready?

[At this point, the pledge was recited. ]
Play ball!

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:23 p.m. on the
South Lawn at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to entertainers Menudo, who sang the
national anthem; sports broadcaster Roberto
Clemente, Jr.; and Jose Rijo, special assistant to
the general manager, Washington Nationals. The
Office of the Press Secretary also released a Span-
ish language transcript of these remarks.
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Proclamation 8272—To Modify
Duty-Free Treatment Under the
Generalized System of Preferences,
Take Certain Actions Under the
African Growth and Opportunity Act,
and for Other Purposes

June 30, 2008

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

1. Pursuant to section 503(c)(2)(A) of the
Trade Act of 1974, as amended (the “1974
Act”) (19 U.S.C. 2463(c)(2)(A)), beneficiary
developing countries, except those des-
ignated as least-developed beneficiary devel-
oping countries or beneficiary sub-Saharan
African countries as provided in section
503(c)(2)(D) of the 1974 Act (19 U.S.C.
2463(c)(2)(D)), are subject to competitive
need limitations on the preferential treat-
ment afforded under the Generalized System
of Preferences (GSP) to eligible articles.

2. Pursuant to sections 501 and
503(a)(1)(A) of the 1974 Act (19 U.S.C. 2461
and 2463(a)(1)(A)), the President may des-
ignate articles as eligible for preferential tar-
iff treatment under the GSP.

3. Section 503(c)(2)(F)(i) of the 1974 Act
(19 U.S.C. 2463(c)(2)(F)(i)) provides that the
President may disregard the competitive
need limitation provided in section
503(c)(2)(A)G)(IT) of the 1974 Act (19 U.S.C.
2463(c)(2)(A)(i)(IT)) with respect to any eligi-
ble article from any beneficiary developing
country if the aggregate appraised value of
the imports of such article into the United
States during the preceding calendar year
does not exceed an amount set forth in sec-
tion 503(c)(2)(F)(ii) of the 1974 Act (19
U.S.C. 2463(c)(2)(F)(ii)).

4. Pursuant to section 503(d)(1) of the
1974 Act (19 U.S.C. 2463(d)(1)), the Presi-
dent may waive the application of the com-
petitive need limitations in  section
503(c)(2)(A) of the 1974 Act with respect to
any eligible article from any beneficiary de-
veloping country if certain conditions are
met.

5. Pursuant to section 503(d)(5) of the
1974 Act (19 U.S.C. 2463(d)(5)), any waiver
granted under section 503(d) shall remain in
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effect until the President determines that
such waiver is no longer warranted due to
changed

6. Section 502(e) of the 1974 Act (19
U.S.C. 2462(e)) provides that the President
shall terminate the designation of a country
as a beneficiary developing country for pur-
poses of the GSP if the President determines
that such country has become a “high in-
come” country as defined by the official sta-
tistics of the International Bank for Recon-
struction and Development. Termination is
effective on January 1 of the second year fol-
lowing the year in which such determination
is made.

7. Pursuant to section 503(c)(2)(A) of the
1974 Act, I have determined that in 2007
certain beneficiary developing countries have
exported certain eligible articles in quantities
exceeding the applicable competitive need
limitations, and I therefore terminate the
duty-free treatment for such articles from
such beneficiary developing countries.

8. Pursuant to section 503(c)(2)(F) of the
1974 Act, I have determined that the com-

etitive need limitation provided in section
503(c)(2)(A)({)(IT) of the 1974 Act should be
disregarded with respect to certain eligible
articles from certain beneficiary developing
countries.

9. Pursuant to section 503(d)(1) of the
1974 Act, I have received the advice of the
United States International Trade Commis-
sion on whether any industries in the United
States are likely to be adversely affected by
such waivers, and I have determined, based
on that advice and on the considerations de-
scribed in sections 501 and 502(c) of the
1974 Act (19 U.S.C. 2462(c)), and after giv-
ing great weight to the considerations in sec-
tion 503(d)(2) of the 1974 Act (19 U.S.C.
2463(d)(2)), that such waivers are in the na-
tional economic interest of the United States.
Accordingly, T have determined that the
competitive need limitations of section
503(c)(2)(A) of the 1974 Act should be
waived with respect to certain eligible articles
from certain beneficiary developing coun-
tries.

10. Pursuant to section 503(d)(5) of the
1974 Act, I have determined that certain pre-
viously granted waivers of the competitive
need limitations of section 503(c)(2)(A) of
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the 1974 Act are no longer warranted due
to changed circumstances.

11. Pursuant to section 502(e) of the 1974
Act, I have determined that Trinidad and To-
bago has become a “high income” country,
and I am terminating the designation of that
country as a beneficiary developing country
for purposes of the GSP, effective January
1, 2010.

12. Section 502(a)(1) of the 1974 Act (19
U.S.C. 2462(a)(1)) authorizes the President
to designate countries as beneficiary devel-
oping countries for purposes of the GSP. In
Proclamation 7912 of June 29, 2005, I des-
ignated Serbia and Montenegro as a bene-
ficiary developing country for purposes of the
GSP. On June 3, 2006, upon Montenegro’s
declaration of independence from Serbia and
Montenegro, the country separated into two
independent republics: the Republic of Ser-
bia and the Republic of Montenegro. Pursu-
ant to section 502 of the 1974 Act, and taking
into account the factors set forth in section
502(c) of that Act, I have determined that,
in light of the separation of Serbia and Mon-
tenegro into two countries, the Republic of
Serbia and the Republic of Montenegro
should each be designated as a beneficiary
developing country for purposes of the GSP.

13. Section 506A(a)(1) of the 1974 Act (19
U.S.C. 2466a(a)(1)), as added by section
111(a) of the African Growth and Oppor-
tunity Act (title I of Public Law 106-200, 114
Stat. 254) (AGOA), authorizes the President
to designate a country listed in section 107
of the AGOA (19 U.S.C. 3706) as a bene-
ficiary sub-Saharan African country if the
President determines that the country meets
the eligibility requirements set forth in sec-
tion 104 of the AGOA (19 U.S.C. 3703) and
the eligibility criteria set forth in section 502
of the 1974 Act (19 U.S.C. 2462).

14. Section 104 of the AGOA authorizes
the President to designate a country listed
in section 107 of the AGOA as an eligible
sub-Saharan African country if the President
determines that the country meets certain
eligibility requirements.

15. Section 112(c) of the AGOA (19 U.S.C.
3721(c)), as added by section 6002(a) of the
Africa Investment Incentive Act of 2006 (di-
vision D of title VI of Public Law 109—432,
120 Stat. 2922), provides special rules for
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certain apparel articles imported from lesser
developed beneficiary sub-Saharan African
countries.

16. Pursuant to section 104 of the AGOA
and section 506A(a)(1) of the 1974 Act, I
have determined that the Union of the
Comoros (Comoros) meets the eligibility re-
quirements set forth or referenced therein,
and I have decided to designate Comoros as
an eligible sub-Saharan African country and
beneficiary sub-Saharan African country.

17. 1T have further determined that
Comoros satisfies the criterion for treatment
as a lesser developed beneficiary sub-Saha-
ran African  count under  section
112(c)(5)(D)(i) of the AGOA.

18. On August 5, 2004, the United States
entered into the Dominican Republic-Cen-
tral America-United States Free Trade
Agreement (the “Agreement”) with Costa
Rica, the Dominican Republic, El Salvador,
Guatemala, Honduras, and Nicaragua. The
Congress approved the Agreement in section
101(a) of the Dominican Republic-Central
America-United States Free Trade Agree-
ment Implementation Act (the “CAFTA-DR
Act”) (19 U.S.C. 4011).

19. Pursuant to section 403(a) of the
CAFTA-DR Act (19 U.S.C. 4111(a)), the
President is to report biennially to the Con-
gress on the matters described in that section
and, as the President deems appropriate, in
section 403(b)(2) of the CAFTA-DR Act (19
U.S.C. 4111(b)(2)).

20. Pursuant to section 403(a)(4) of the
CAFTA-DR Act (19 U.S.C. 4111(a)(4)), the
President is to establish a mechanism to so-
licit public comments on the matters de-
scribed in section 403(a)(3)(D) of the
CAFTA-DR Act (19 U.S.C. 4111(a)(3)(D)).

21. In Presidential Proclamation 8213 of
December 20, 2007, I modified the Har-
monized Tariff Schedule of the United States
(HTS) pursuant to section 1634 of the Pen-
sion Protection Act of 2006 (Public Law 109—
280, 120 Stat. 780) to carry out the under-
standings described in that section. Technical
rectifications to the HTS are required to pro-
vide the intended tariff treatment.

29. In Presidential Proclamation 8240 of
April 17, 2008, pursuant to section
503(c)(2)(A) of the 1974 Act, I modified the
HTS to withdraw duty-free treatment for
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certain articles from Jamaica. A technical rec-
tification to the HTS is required to provide
the intended tariff treatment.

23. Section 604 of the 1974 Act (19 U.S.C.
2483) authorizes the President to embody in
the HTS the substance of the relevant provi-
sions of that Act, and of other Acts affecting
import treatment, and actions thereunder,
including the removal, modification, continu-
ance, or imposition of any rate of duty or
other import restriction.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
acting under the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and the laws of the United
States, including but not limited to title V
and section 604 of the 1974 Act, section 104
of the AGOA, section 301 of title 3, United
States Code (3 U.S.C. 301), and section 403
of the CAFTA-DR Act, do proclaim that:

(1) In order to provide that one or more
countries should no longer be treated as ben-
eficiary developing countries with respect to
one or more eligible articles for purposes of
the GSP, general note 4(d) to the HTS is
modified as set forth in section A of Annex
I to this proclamation.

(2) In order to provide that one or more
countries should not be treated as beneficiary
developing countries with respect to certain
eligible articles for purposes of the GSP, the
Rates of Duty 1-Special subcolumn for such
HTS subheadings is modified as set forth in
section B of Annex I to this proclamation.

(3) In order to designate certain articles
as eligible articles for purposes of the GSP,
the Rates of Duty 1-Special subcolumn for
such HTS subheadings is modified as set
forth in section C of Annex I to this procla-
mation.

(4) The competitive need limitation pro-
vided in section 503(c)(2)(A)3)(II) of the
1974 Act is disregarded with respect to the
eligible articles in the HTS subheadings and
to the beneficiary developing countries listed
in Annex IT to this proclamation.

(5) A waiver of the application of section
503(c)(2)(A) of the 1974 Act shall apply to
the eligible articles in the HTS subheadings
and to the beneficiary developing countries
set forth in Annex III to this proclamation.
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(6) The waivers of the application of sec-
tion 503(c)(2)(A) of the 1974 Act to the arti-
cles in the HTS subheadings and to the bene-
ficiary developing countries listed in Annex
IV to this proclamation are revoked.

(7) The designation of Trinidad and To-
bago as a beneficiary developing country for
purposes of the GSP is terminated, effective
on January 1, 2010.

(8) In order to reflect this termination in
the HTS, general note 4(a) to the HTS is
modified by deleting “Trinidad and Tobago™
from the list of independent countries, effec-
tive with respect to articles entered, or with-
drawn from warehouse for consumption, on
or after January 1, 2010.

(9) The Republic of Serbia is designated
as a beneficiary developing country for pur-
poses of the GSP.

(10) In order to reflect this designation in
the HTS, general note 4(a) is modified by
deleting “Serbia and Montenegro” and add-
ing in alphabetical order “Serbia” to the list
of independent countries, effective with re-
spect to articles entered, or withdrawn from
warehouse for consumption, on or after the
thirtieth day after the date of this proclama-
tion.

(11) The Republic of Montenegro is des-
ignated as a beneficiary developing country
for purposes of the GSP.

(12) In order to reflect this designation in
the HTS, general note 4(a) is modified by
adding in alphabetical order “Montenegro”
to the list of independent countries, effective
with respect to articles entered, or withdrawn
from warehouse for consumption, on or after
the thirtieth day after the date of this procla-
mation.

(13) Comoros is designated as an eligible
sub-Saharan African country and as a bene-
ficiary sub-Saharan African country for pur-
poses of the AGOA.

(14) In order to reflect this designation in
the HTS, general note 16(a) to the HTS is
modified by inserting in alphabetical se-
quence in the list of beneficiary sub-Saharan
African countries “Union of the Comoros”
effective with respect to articles entered, or
withdrawn from warehouse for consumption,
on or after July 1, 2008.
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(15) For purposes of section 112(c) of the
AGOA, Comoros is a lesser developed bene-
ficiary sub-Saharan African country.

(16) The modifications to the HTS set
forth in Annexes I and IV to this proclama-
tion shall be effective with respect to articles
entered, or withdrawn from warehouse for
consumption, on or after the dates set forth
in the respective annex.

(17) The Secretary of Labor, in consulta-
tion with the United States Trade Represent-
ative, shall carry out the reporting function
under sections 403(a) and 403(b)(2) of the
CAFTA-DR Act.

(18) The Secretary of Labor, in consulta-
tion with the United States Trade Represent-
ative, shall solicit public comments under
section 403(a)(4) of the CAFTA-DR Act.

(19) In order to provide the intended tariff
treatment to certain articles of Jamaica, the
HTS is modified as set forth in Annex V to
this proclamation.

(20) The modifications to the HTS set
forth in Annex V to this proclamation shall
be effective with respect to articles entered,
or withdrawn from warehouse for consump-
tion, on or after the date set forth in Annex
V.

(21) In order to provide the intended tariff
treatment to goods subject to the under-
standings carried out in Proclamation 8213,
the HTS is modified as set forth in Annex
VI to this proclamation.

(22) The modifications to the HTS set
forth in Annex VI to this proclamation shall
enter into effect on the date that the modi-
fications to the HTS set out in section C or
D of the Annex to Proclamation 8213, as ap-
propriate, enter into force, and shall be effec-
tive with respect to goods entered, or with-
drawn from warehouse for consumption, on
or after that date.

(23) Any provisions of previous proclama-
tions and Executive Orders that are incon-
sistent with the actions taken in this procla-
mation are superseded to the extent of such
inconsistency.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this thirtieth day of June in the year
of our Lord two thousand eight, and of the
Independence of the United States of Amer-
ica the two hundred and thirty-second.

George W. Bush
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[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
10:01 a.m., July 2, 2008]

NotTE: This proclamation and its annexes were
published in the Federal Register on July 3.

Executive Order 13467—Reforming
Processes Related to Suitability for
Government Employment, Fitness
for Contractor Employees, and
Eligibility for Access to Classified
National Security Information

June 30, 2008

By the authority vested in me as President
by the Constitution and the laws of the
United States of America, and in order to
ensure an efficient, practical, reciprocal, and
aligned system for investigating and deter-
mining suitability for Government employ-
ment, contractor employee fitness, and eligi-
bility for access to classified information,
while taking appropriate account of title III
of Public Law 108-458, it is hereby ordered
as follows:

PART 1-POLICY, APPLICABILITY,
AND DEFINITIONS

Section 1.1. Policy. Executive branch
policies and procedures relating to suitability,
contractor employee fitness, eligibility to
hold a sensitive position, access to federally
controlled facilities and information systems,
and eligibility for access to classified informa-
tion shall be aligned using consistent stand-
ards to the extent possible, provide for recip-
rocal recognition, and shall ensure cost-effec-
tive, timely,and efficient protection of the na-
tional interest, while providing fair treatment
to those upon whom the Federal Govern-
ment relies to conduct our Nation’s business
and protect national security.

Sec. 1.2. Applicability. (a) This order ap-
plies to all covered individuals as defined in
section 1.3(g), except that:

(i) the provisions regarding eligibility for
physical access to federally controlled
facilities and logical access to feder-
ally controlled information systems do
not apply to individuals exempted in
accordance with guidance pursuant to
the Federal Information Security
Management Act (title IIT of Public
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Law 107-347) and Homeland Secu-
rity Presidential Directive 12; and

(ii) the qualification standards for enlist-
ment, appointment, and induction
into the Armed Forces pursuant to
title 10, United States Code, are unaf-
fected by this order.

(b) This order also applies to investigations
and determinations of eligibility for access to
classified information for employees of agen-
cies working in or for the legislative or judi-
cial branches when those investigations or
determinations are conducted by the execu-
tive branch.

Sec. 1.3. Definitions. For the purpose of
this order:

(a) “Adjudication” means the evaluation of
pertinent data in a background investigation,
as well as any other available information that
is relevant and reliable, to determine wheth-
er a covered individual is:

(i) suitable for Government employ-
ment;
(ii) eligible for logical and physical access;

(iii) eligible for access to classified infor-

mation;
(iv) eligible to hold a sensitive position;
or

(v) fit to perform work for or on behalf
of the Government as a contractor
employee.

(b) “Agency” means any “Executive agen-
cy” as defined in section 105 of title 5, United
States Code, including the “military depart-
ments,” as defined in section 102 of title 5,
United States Code, and any other entity
within the executive branch that comes into
possession of classified information or has
designated positions as sensitive, except such
an entity headed by an officer who is not
a covered individual.

(c) “Classified information” means infor-
mation that has been determined pursuant
to Executive Order 12958 of April 17, 1995,
as amended, or a successor or predecessor
order, or the Atomic Energy Act of 1954 (42
U.S.C. 2011 et seq.) to require protection
against unauthorized disclosure.

(d) “Continuous evaluation” means re-
viewing the background of an individual who
has been determined to be eligible for access
to classified information (including additional



