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Today, Liberia continues its peaceful tran-
sition to a democratic order under the ad-
ministration of President Ellen Johnson-
Sirleaf. The Government of Liberia has im-
plemented reforms that have allowed for the
removal of international sanctions on Libe-
rian timber and diamonds, and Liberia is par-
ticipating in the Kimberley Process Certifi-
cation Scheme and the Extractive Industries
Transparency Initiative to ensure that its nat-
ural resources are used to benefit the people
and country of Liberia, rather than to fuel
conflict. Charles Taylor is standing trial in
The Hague by the Special Court for Sierra
Leone. However, stability in Liberia is still
fragile.

The regulations implementing Executive
Order 13348 clarify that the subject of this
national emergency has been and remains
limited to the former Liberian regime of
Charles Taylor and specified other persons
and not the country, citizens, Government,
or Central Bank of Liberia.

The actions and policies of former Libe-
rian President Charles Taylor and other per-
sons—in particular their unlawful depletion
of Liberian resources, their trafficking in ille-
gal arms, and their formation of irregular mi-
litia—continue to undermine Liberia’s tran-
sition to democracy and the orderly develop-
ment of its political, administrative, and eco-
nomic institutions and resources. These ac-
tions and policies pose an unusual and ex-
traordinary threat to the foreign policy of the
United States, and for these reasons, I have
determined that it is necessary to continue
the national emergency with respect to the
former Liberian regime of Charles Taylor.

George W. Bush

The White House,
July 16, 2008.

Message to the Congress
Transmitting the Poland-United
States Social Security Agreement
July 16, 2008

To the Congress of the United States:
Pursuant to section 233(e)(1) of the Social
Security Act, as amended by the Social Secu-
rity Amendments of 1977 (Public Law 95—
216, 42 U.S.C. 433(e)(1)), I transmit here-
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with the Agreement Between the United
States of America and Poland on Social Secu-
rity, which consists of two separate instru-
ments: a principal agreement and an admin-
istrative arrangement. The agreement was
signed in Warsaw on April 2, 2008.

The United States-Poland Agreement is
similar in objective to the social security
agreements already in force with Australia,
Austria, Belgium, Canada, Chile, Denmark,
Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Ireland,
Italy, Japan, Korea, Luxembourg, the Neth-
erlands, Norway, Portugal, Spain, Sweden,
Switzerland, and the United Kingdom. Such
bilateral agreements provide for limited co-
ordination between the United States and
foreign social security systems to eliminate
dual social security coverage and taxation,
and to help prevent the lost benefit protec-
tion that can occur when workers divide their
careers between two countries. The United
States-Poland Agreement contains all provi-
sions mandated by section 233 and other pro-
visions that I deem appropriate to carry out
the purposes of section 233, pursuant to sec-
tion 233(c)(4).

I also transmit for the information of the
Congress a report prepared by the Social Se-
curity Administration explaining the key
points of the Agreement, along with a para-
graph-by-paragraph explanation of the provi-
sions of the principal agreement and the re-
lated administrative arrangement. Attached
to this report is the report required by sec-
tion 233(e)(1) of the Social Security Act, a
report on the effect of the Agreement on in-
come and expenditures of the U.S. Social Se-
curity program and the number of individuals
affected by the Agreement. The Department
of State and the Social Security Administra-
tion have recommended the Agreement and
related documents to me.

I commend to the Congress the United
States-Poland Social Security Agreement and
related documents.

George W. Bush

The White House,
July 16, 2008.
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Remarks at the Funeral Service for
Former White House Press Secretary
Tony Snow

July 17, 2008

Archbishop Wuerl; Father O’Connell; Mr.
Vice President; members of the Cabinet and
my administration; Members of Congress;
distinguished guests; most importantly, the
Snow family, Jill, Robbie, Kendall, Kristi, and
Jim and other family members; former col-
leagues of Tony: Laura and I are privileged
to join you today to pay our final respects
to a cherished friend.

Tony Snow was a man of uncommon de-
cency and compassion. He was a devoted
husband, a proud and loving father, an ador-
ing son, a beloved colleague, and a wonderful
role model and friend.

In a life that was far too brief, he amassed
a rare record of accomplishment. He applied
his gifted mind to many fields: as a columnist,
newspaper editor, TV anchor, radio host, and
musician. He had the sometimes challenging
distinction of working for two Presidents
named Bush. As a speechwriter in my dad’s
administration, Tony tried to translate the
President’s policies into English. [Laughter]
As a spokesman in my administration, Tony
tried to translate my English into English.
[Laughter]

Tony always gave me good and candid ad-
vice. He was a man of profound substance
who loved ideas, held strong beliefs, and rev-
eled in defending them. He took very seri-
ously his duty to inform the public about
what its Government was doing during his-
toric times for our Nation.

In the White House briefing room, Tony
worked to build a relationship of candor and
trust with the press corps. On his first day
at the podium, he told the gathered reporters
this: “One of the reasons I took this job is
not only because I believe in the President,
but because, believe it or not, I want to work
with you.” Tony was the first working jour-
nalist to serve as the White House Press Sec-
retary for nearly 30 years. He knew the job
of a reporter was rigorous. He admired the
profession and always treated it with respect.
And the presence of so many members of
the fourth estate here today attests to the
admiration and respect that he earned.
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Of course, Tony’s adjustment from com-
mentator to spokesman was not seamless.
Ann Compton of ABC recently recalled that
when you asked Tony a question, he would
sometimes get going, and she would have to
stop him, and say: “Tony, wait, I asked what
the President thought.” [Laughter]

Tony brought a fierce and challenging in-
tellect to his duties, and he displayed an en-
gaging wit. When a reporter asked a rather
labored question about Congress, Tony did
not answer it. The persistent reporter
pressed him: “Are you going to just evade
that question?” With a smile, Tony quipped:
“No, I'm going to laugh at it.” [Laughter]

I believe the reason Tony was so good at
his job is that he looked at the world in a
joyful way. He was a proud patriot who be-
lieved in America’s goodness and an optimist
who knew America’s possibilities. He be-
lieved strongly in the wisdom of the Amer-
ican people. And throughout his career, he
took a special pride in being a vigorous and
unapologetic defender of our men and
women in uniform. He supported their mis-
sions, saw honor in their achievements, and
found every possible opportunity to highlight
their character and courage.

Tony Snow, the professional, is a hard act
to follow. Tony Snow, the man, is simply irre-
placeable. Everyone who worked with him
quickly grew to love him. We will always re-
member his wry sense of humor and abun-
dant goodness. We'll also remember he was
just a lot of fun. After all, he played six dif-
ferent musical instruments and was a proud
member of a band called Beats Working. He
may be one of the few people in history to
have jammed on the South Lawn of the
White House and with Jethro Tull. [Laugh-
ter]

We remember Tony’s thoughtfulness. No
matter how busy he was, this was a man who
put others first. He would go out of his way
to ask about people’s families. He would
check in with friends whenever he heard they
were ill. He’d reach out to others, sometimes
strangers, who were struggling with cancer.
Even when he was going through difficult
chemotherapy sessions, he sent inspirational
e-mails to a friend whose son was suffering
from a serious illness.



