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progress that has been made toward full par-
ticipation of people with disabilities in our
society.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim July 26, 2008, as
a day in celebration of the 18th Anniversary
of the Americans with Disabilities Act. I call
on all Americans to celebrate the vital con-
tributions of individuals with disabilities as
we work towards fulfilling the promise of the
ADA to give all our citizens the opportunity
to live with dignity, work productively, and
achieve their dreams.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twenty-fourth day of July, in
the year of our Lord two thousand eight, and
of the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and thirty-third.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., July 28, 2008]

NoOTE: This proclamation was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on July 25, and it will
be published in the Federal Register on July 29.

Proclamation 8277—Parents’ Day,
2008

July 24, 2008

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

Parents teach their children timeless val-
ues to help them make the most of life’s op-
portunities and overcome its challenges. On
Parents’” Day, we pay tribute to the parents
who provide their children with guidance,
support, and unconditional love and who
help make our country a better place.

Mothers and fathers are a source of sta-
bility and great comfort in society, and they
have a vital obligation to love and care for
their children. Through patient instruction
and a loving example, they instill in children
the principles that make our Nation strong
and ensure that children have the skills to
lead lives of character and integrity. As a
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child’s primary teachers, parents are respon-
sible for their child’s education, and their ef-
forts will contribute to a more hopeful future
for our country. Parents can help shape our
Nation by encouraging young people to make
the right choices, become responsible citi-
zens, and achieve their dreams.

My Administration remains dedicated to
promoting Federal, State, and faith-based
and community programs to assist American
families and support healthy marriages and
responsible parenting. We are committed to
helping parents and schools enable the next
generation of Americans to realize their full
potential.

On Parents’ Day, we honor mothers and
fathers and thank them for their many years
of patience and selflessness. We take this op-
portunity also to recognize parents of adopt-
ed children and foster parents, who gener-
ously provide children with a loving family
to call their own. We also recognize the par-
ents who serve in our Armed Forces and the
parents of the brave men and women wear-
ing our Nation’s uniform. The members of
our Armed Forces are defending our free-
dom with dignity and honor, and America
is grateful for the sacrifices that they and
their families make in the name of duty.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States and consistent with Public Law 103—
362, as amended, do hereby proclaim Sun-
day, July 27, 2008, as Parents’ Day. I call
upon citizens, private organizations, and gov-
ernmental bodies at all levels to engage in
activities and educational efforts that recog-
nize, support, and honor parents, and I en-
courage American sons and daughters to con-
vey their love, respect, and appreciation to
their parents.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twenty-fourth day of July, in
the year of our Lord two thousand eight, and
of the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and thirty-third.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., July 28, 2008]
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NoOTE: This proclamation was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on July 25, and it will
be published in the Federal Register on July 29.

Statement on Signing an Executive
Order Blocking Property of
Additional Persons Undermining
Democratic Processes or Institutions
in Zimbabwe

July 25, 2008

Today I have signed a new Executive order
that expands our sanctions against the illegit-
imate Government of Zimbabwe. The new
Executive order significantly enhances our
ability to designate individuals in and entities
connected to the Mugabe regime. Under the
new Executive order, the Treasury Depart-
ment will today designate several of these
Government-controlled entities.

This action is a direct result of the Mugabe
regime’s continued politically-motivated vio-
lence, disregarding calls from the Southern
African Development Community, the Afri-
can Union, and the United Nations to halt
the attacks. The regime has also continued
its ban against NGO activities that would
provide assistance to the suffering and vul-
nerable people of Zimbabwe. No regime
should ignore the will of its own people and
calls from the international community with-
out consequences.

Should ongoing talks in South Africa be-
tween Mugabe’s regime and the Movement
of Democratic Change result in a new gov-
ernment that reflects the will of the
Zimbabwean people, the United States
stands ready to provide a substantial assist-
ance package, development aid, and normal-
ization with international financial institu-
tions.

In the meantime, I am reaffirming my
commitment to support the suffering people
of Zimbabwe, authorizing the use of up to
$2.5 million from the U.S. Emergency Ref-
ugee and Migration Assistance Fund to assist
Zimbabwean refugees and asylum seekers
who have been displaced due to the ongoing
violence in their country. We will also con-
tinue our efforts to provide food and health
assistance as part of our commitment to help
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the people of Zimbabwe in their time of
greatest need.

NOTE: The statement referred to President Rob-
ert Mugabe of Zimbabwe; and Executive Order
13469.

Executive Order 13469—Blocking
Property of Additional Persons
Undermining Democratic Processes
or Institutions in Zimbabwe

July 25, 2008

By the authority vested in me as President
by the Constitution and the laws of the
United States of America, including the
International Emergency Economic Powers
Act (50 U.S.C. 1701 et seq.) (IEEPA), the
National Emergencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1601
et seq.), and section 301 of title 3, United
States Code,

I, George W. Bush, President of the
United States of America, find that the con-
tinued actions and policies of the Govern-
ment of Zimbabwe and other persons to un-
dermine Zimbabwe’s democratic processes
or institutions, manifested most recently in
the fundamentally undemocratic election
held on June 27, 2008, to commit acts of vio-
lence and other human rights abuses against
political opponents, and to engage in public
corruption, including by misusing public au-
thority, constitute an unusual and extraor-
dinary threat to the foreign policy of the
United States, and to deal with that threat,
hereby expand the scope of the national
emergency declared in Executive Order
13288 of March 6, 2003, and relied upon for
additional steps taken in Executive Order
13391 of November 22, 2005, and hereby
order:

Section 1. (a) Except to the extent pro-
vided by statutes, or provided in regulations,
orders, directives, or licenses that may be
issued pursuant to this order, and notwith-
standing any contract entered into or any li-
cense or permit granted prior to the date of
this order, all property and interests in prop-
erty that are in the United States, that here-
after come within the United States, or that
are or hereafter come within the possession
or control of United States persons, including



