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Week Ending Friday, July 25, 2008

The President’s Radio Address
July 19, 2008

Good morning. This is a challenging time
for families across our Nation. I know many
families are worried about rising prices at the
pump and declining home values. So this
week, my administration took steps to help
address both these challenges.

To help address the pressure on gasoline
prices, my administration took action to clear
the way for environmentally responsible off-
shore exploration of key parts of the Outer
Continental Shelf, or OCS. Experts believe
that these areas of the OCS could eventually
produce nearly 10 years worth of America’s
current annual oil production. So on Mon-
day, I lifted an executive branch prohibition
on exploration in these areas.

Unfortunately, a full month has passed
since I called on Congress to lift a similar
legislative ban, and Congress has done noth-
ing. This means that the only thing now
standing between the American people and
the vast oil resources of the OCS is action
from the United States Congress.

Bringing OCS resources on line will take
time, and that means that the need for con-
gressional action is urgent. The sooner Con-
gress lifts the ban, the sooner we can get
these resources from the ocean floor to the
gas pump. Democratic leaders need to show
that they have finally heard the frustrations
of the American people. They should match
the action I've taken, repeal the congres-
sional ban, and pass legislation to facilitate
responsible offshore exploration.

In the short term, America’s economy will
continue to depend on oil, but in the long
term our economic future depends on pro-
moting alternative energy technologies. So
my administration has worked to expand the
use of alternative fuels and raise fuel effi-
ciency standards. We're investing in new ad-
vanced batteries, plug-in hybrids, and hydro-

gen fuel cells. We're working to expand the

use of clean, safe nuclear power, solar and
wind power, and clean coal technology. With
these steps, we're enhancing America’s en-
ergy security.

To address challenges in the housing mar-
ket, my administration announced steps this
week to help increase confidence in Fannie
Mae and Freddie Mac. These two enter-
prises play a central role in our housing fi-
nance system, and we must ensure that they
can continue providing access to mortgage
credit during this period of stress in financial
markets.

So Treasury Secretary Paulson has worked
with Federal Reserve Chairman Bernanke,
the companies, and the government regu-
lators on a plan to strengthen these enter-
prises. I urge Congress to swiftly enact this
plan into law. And I also urge Congress to
pass legislation that strengthens the inde-
pendent regulator of Fannie Mae and
Freddie Mac, modernizes the Federal Hous-
ing Administration, and allows State housing
agencies to issue tax-free bonds to refinance
subprime loans.

Despite the challenges we have faced, our
economy has demonstrated remarkable resil-
ience. Exports have continued to grow; pro-
ductivity growth has remained strong; and
while economic growth in the first quarter
of this year was slower than we would have
liked, it was growth nonetheless.

Thanks to the economic growth package
we enacted, American families have more
cash in their wallets. We now have delivered
more than $91 billion in tax relief to more
than 112 million American households this
year. And in the coming months, we expect
more Americans to take advantage of these
rebates and inject new energy into our econ-
omy.

I have great confidence that our economy
will pull through this difficult period, because
I have great confidence in the boundless, in-
novative spirit of the American people. This
is a nation that has faced tough challenges
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in the past and overcome them, and we will
do so again. With sound policies in Wash-
ington and the ingenuity of our citizens, our
economy will emerge from this period
stronger and better than before.

Thank you for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 11:45 a.m.
on July 18 in Tucson, AZ, for broadcast at 10:06
a.m. on July 19. The transcript was made available
by the Office of the Press Secretary on July 18
but was embargoed for release until the broadcast.
The Office of the Press Secretary also released
a Spanish language transcript of this address.

Remarks to the 2008 United States
Summer Olympic and Paralympic
Teams

July 21, 2008

Thanks. Welcome to the Rose Garden.
Please sit down. We are thrilled to welcome
members of the—America’s 2008 Summer
Olympic and Paralympic teams to the White
House. Welcome.

Today we honor skill and discipline. You're
here because of the support of your coaches
and your trainers and your families and your
friends. They are proud of what you've ac-
complished, and so are the American people.
And we’re looking forward to rooting for you
in Beijing.

Mr. Secretary, thanks for coming. I want
to welcome the U.S. Olympic Committee
staff, welcome the military personnel who are
with us, and welcome the rest of you.
[Laughter]

In the coming days, around 600 American
athletes will arrive in China for the 29th
Olympic games. You're going to compete in
30 different sports, ranging from soccer to
sailing and from judo to gymnmastics. To-
gether, the talented men and women of
Team USA will represent the great diversity
of our country. You come from nearly every
State. Some of you are young—the youngest
teammate is a 15-year-old diver—and some
of you are old—er. [Laughter] There’s a 58-
year-old sailor, which gives this 62-year-old
mountain biker hope—I[laughter|—that you
may need me in Beijing. [Laughter]

Team USA shows the great power of sports
to bring people together, and there’s no
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sporting event that unites people like the
Olympics. All Americans will rally behind you
when you compete in Beijing.

We will be fascinated by the different sto-
ries behind each athlete. We will marvel at
your hard work and your discipline; for exam-
ple, the story of Matt Grevers. Matt seemed
like a long shot to qualify for the U.S. team
in the 100-meter backstroke. Because his
parents are Dutch, the Netherlands tried to
recruit Matt to swim for their team, offering
him nearly a certain trip to Beijing. Instead,
he chose to compete for the U.S. team and
ended up qualifying in both the freestyle and
the backstroke. And when he swims in Bei-
jing, it will be as a proud citizen of the United
States of America.

Or we think of the story of Lopez Lomong.
When Lopez was just 6 years old, his family
had to flee their village in Sudan when it
was attacked by the Janjaweed. Lopez was
separated from his family, who assumed he
was dead. The little boy spent 3 years—3
days running from the militants and then 10
years in refugee camps. He finally made it
to our country as a teenager, and his athletic
career took off. Earlier this month, Lopez
qualified for the Olympics in the 1500 me-
ters. And now the boy who once had to run
for his life is a man about to run for gold
in Beijing, representing the United States of
America.

And we think about Scott Winkler. Scott
didn’t spend his whole life training to be-
come an elite athlete, but athletic competi-
tion helped give Scott his life back. Scott was
an Army specialist serving in Iraq when an
accident cost him the use of his legs. He
found healing in the Wounded Warrior
Project, in his work to mentor young people,
and in wheelchair sports. Last month, a mag-
nificent throw earned Scott an American
record and a spot on the U.S. Paralympic
team. And here’s the way he put it: “T fought
for this country, and now I'd love to win for
this country in Beijing.” Scott, we honor your
service to our country; we thank you for com-
ing today; and we’ll be pulling for you.

America’s Olympians have two very impor-
tant things in common: God-given talent and
an appreciation for the hard work required
to achieve true excellence. The amazing ath-
letic displays we see on our TV every 4 years
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result from the hard work that our athletes
put in during the 4 years. For us, it’s a mo-
ment; for them, it’s a moment—a life of dedi-
cation.

Olympians don’t rest on their laurels; they
wear them. [Laughter] Being a champion
takes character, yet also entails responsibility.
In Beijing, you'll convey our Nation’s most
cherished values. As ambassadors of liberty,
you will represent America’s love for free-
dom and our regard for human rights and
human dignity. You'll represent to other ath-
letes and to the people of China. In Beijing,
you’ll also represent our Nation’s character.
As ambassadors of good will, you will be
humble in victory and gracious in defeat. And
by showing respect for your competitors, you
will demonstrate America’s respect for the
world.

Laura and I look forward to joining you
for the Olympics. I'm fired up to go. [Laugh-
ter] I can’t wait to salute our athletes, and
I can’t wait to share in the joy of your tri-
umphs. And so today we send you off with
congratulations on the success you have al-
ready achieved and on the accomplishments
we know will be yours in Beijing.

May you and your teammates compete
“swifter, higher, and stronger” in the games.
And may God bless you as you represent our
wonderful Nation.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 10:05 a.m. in the
Rose Garden at the White House.

Remarks Following a Meeting With
President Fatmir Sejdiu and Prime
Minister Hashim Thaci of Kosovo
July 21, 2008

President Bush. It has been an honor to
welcome the President and Prime Minister
of an independent Kosovo to the Oval Office.
I'm proud you all are here. I welcome you.
I'm a strong supporter of Kosovo’s independ-
ence; I'm against any partition of Kosovo. I
believe strongly that the United Nations mis-
sion must be transferred to the EU as quickly
as possible. I want to thank you very much
for your support of minority rights, the full
implementation of the Ahtisaari plan.

We discussed a variety of issues. We dis-
cussed the problems that Kosovo faces, its
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desire to be recognized by more nations
around the world. I pledged that the United
States would continue to work with those na-
tions that have not recognized an inde-
pendent Kosovo to convince them to do so
as quickly as possible.

We talked about economics, education.
And we talked about the transatlantic aspira-
tions of both Kosovo and Serbia, which the
United States supports in both cases.

I mentioned to both these leaders that
they were sitting right below the portrait of
George Washington, the Founder of a free
United States. And I appreciate your cour-
age. I appreciate your leadership. And I com-
mit the United States to help you realize your
dreams. Welcome.

President Sejdiu. It’s an extraordinary oc-
casion for us to be received by President
Bush to convey to him all the aspirations and
all the thanks of the Kosovo people—heart-
felt thanks.

The Kosovo people have been following
democracy—the principles of democracy and
freedom. And the United States are—they
are supporters. We guarantee the—President
Bush that we will continue on this road, and
at the same time to implement the Ahtisaari
document.

Kosovo will be a country of democracy, a
country of all its citizens. It will have a special
respect for the minorities. We are very much
interested to have good relations with the Re-
public of Serbia. Our progress will be with
integration of NATO and EU.

Again, my heartfelt thanks, and God bless
America.

President Bush. Thank you, sir. Prime
Minister.

Prime Minister Thaci. Today’s meeting
with President Bush not only reiterates the
fact that we are closely connected with the
United States, but will always be their trust-
ful friend

President Bush. Thank you, sir.

Prime Minister Thaci. forever.

We have always trusted the United States
and trusted the development of our country
and that it will be to the benefit of the inter-
national development.

The Kosovo Government and the Kosovo
people will always bow in deep respect for
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the United States and for the U.S. adminis-
tration. It is a joint success story. We are
building a democratic Kosovo, affirmative ac-
tion for the minorities. We'll develop eco-
nomic—Kosovo economically. We'll have ex-
cellent relations with all our neighbors and
in the future, with Serbia.

As a sovereign and democratic country, we
want to be part of NATO and part of the
EU and have excellent relations with the
United States. This is our pledge; this is our
responsibility; this is our vision.

And thank you very much again.

President Bush. Yes, sir. Thank you, guys.

NoTE: The President spoke at 1:57 p.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. President Sejdiu
and Prime Minister Thaci spoke in Albanian, and
their remarks were translated by an interpreter.

Remarks at a Dinner Honoring
Current and Former United States
Olympic Athletes

July 21, 2008

Ladies and gentlemen, Laura and I are
thrilled to have you here. Welcome to the
East Room of the White House. Chairman
Ueberroth; Mr. Secretary—the Veterans Af-
fairs Secretary Peake; Members of the Con-
gress; members of the 2008 United States
Olympic and Paralympic teams; Mayor of
Chicago, who will be hosting the 2016 Olym-
pics; Ambassadors; supporters of the Olym-
pics; distinguished guests: We're really glad
you're here.

I also do want to recognize Seldom Scene.
They're the bluegrass band that will be play-
ing after dinner in the Rose Garden.

In a few weeks, the athletes here and oth-
ers will participate in one of the greatest tra-
ditions in the world of sports. You're going
to travel halfway around the globe; you'll step
onto the field of competition; and you will
represent the United States of America at
the 2008 Olympics. And we're really excited.
And not only we're excited, but people who
have worn the USA uniform before are ex-
cited with you. And we welcome all the pre-
vious Olympians who are with us today, and
I want to thank you for coming.

And you're not going to be alone in Beijing
because you're going to be accompanied by
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the hopes and pride of millions of Americans.
There’s going to be a lot of folks in Beijing
to watch you, including Laura and me. And
I cannot wait to cheer you on. All the room
have devoted years to training and prepara-
tion. You've developed the self-discipline
that defines a champion. And you've proven
yourself worthy of representing the Nation.

The tradition you're carrying on is long and
it is noble. It turns out, when the first Amer-
ican Olympians traveled to the 1896 games
in Athens, Grover Cleveland lived here in
the House. The Oval Office had yet to be
built. In those 112 years that have passed,
we have been reminded time and again that
the Olympics are not just a chance to cele-
brate our greatest athletes, they’re an oppor-
tunity to demonstrate the strength of the
human spirit.

We were reminded of this truth in 1936,
when Jesse Owens won four Gold Medals
at the Berlin Olympics. We're reminded of
the truth in 1972, when 80,000 spectators
filled Munich’s Olympic Stadium to honor
11 Israeli athletes and coaches killed by a
cowardly act of terrorism. And we were re-
minded of this truth in 2002, when a tattered
American flag recovered from the ruins of
the World Trade Center entered the Olym-
pic Stadium in Salt Lake City and displayed
to the world the resolve and resilience of our
country.

Those of you who will be competing in
this year’s games in Beijing are continuing
a proud tradition of athletic excellence and
a proud tradition of representing our country
with honor and dignity.

We wish you luck. We wish you endur-
ance. And we wish you victory. And now—
[applause]. And before I ask Peter Ueberroth
to join us, I would like to propose a toast
to the Olympic athletes, past and present,
and to the United States of America.

NoTE: The President spoke at 7:31 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Peter V. Ueberroth, chairman, U.S.
Olympic Committee; Secretary of Veterans Affairs
James B. Peake; and Mayor Richard M. Daley
of Chicago, IL.
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Remarks at a Celebration of
Colombian Independence Day
July 22, 2008

Gracias. Thank you. Sientese. Gracias.
Buenos dias. Bienvenidos a la Casa Blanca.
I am pleased to welcome you to the gathering
of the 198th anniversary of Colombia’s inde-
pendence, which was celebrated last Sunday
in grand style. Colombia and the United
States have a long history of close ties. As
many of you may know, Colombia supports
[supplies] * America’s primary source of en-
ergy, a resource that many Americans use,
and we thank you for your coffee. [Laughter]

I'm proud that the Secretary of Agriculture
is with us, Eddie Schafer; Secretary of Com-
merce Carlos Gutierrez; Chief of Staff
Bolten; Director John Walters, the Office of
Drug and—of National Drug Control Policy;
other members of my administration who are
concerned about making sure our relation-
ship with Colombia is strong and vibrant.

I appreciate very much the Members of
the Congress who have come today: Dreier,
Herger, y Diaz-Balart. Thank you all for
coming. Thank you for showing your soli-
darity with the people of Colombia.

I appreciate very much the Embajadora
de Colombia—Ambassador Barco, thanks for
coming. Carolina Renteria is with us, of the
Cabinet—the President’s Cabinet; welcome.
Hector Morales, the Ambassador to—of the
United States to the Organization of Amer-
ican States; Camilo Ospina, Ambassador of
Colombia to the Organization of American
States; Luis Moreno, proud Colombian cit-
izen, president of the Inter-American Devel-
opment Bank—hola, Luis. Representatives
of LULAC, I am so proud of the resolution
you recently passed. Thank you for your
strong statement.

And after this brief discurso, T'll be wel-
coming Jorge Celedon y Jimmy Zambrano
to entertain us with some songs.

Before we do, though, I want to—got
some comments I'd like to make.

The anniversary of Colombia’s independ-
ence falls only a couple weeks after America’s
Independence Day celebration. And that’s
appropriate, because our two nations have

* White House correction.
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much in common. Like the United States,
Colombia gained its independence when a
band of patriots rallied together against a dis-
tant monarchy. Like the United States, Co-
lombia was unified in its earliest days by a
daring general who became the country’s
first President. And like the United States,
Colombia built a new government around
the rule of law and the notion that liberty
was an unalienable right.

Our countries have shared a strong bond
from the very beginning. In 1822, President
James Monroe was one of the first heads of
state to recognize Colombia’s independence.
And that same year, America became one of
the first countries to establish a new diplo-
matic mission with that republic. From those
strong foundations we built a lasting friend-
ship on a mutual respect for liberty and a
commitment to a more peaceful world.

This friendship has endured through good
times and bad. Less than a decade ago, it
looked as if peace and freedom were on re-
treat in Colombia. The country was in the
grip of drug cartels and kidnapers. The Marx-
ist terrorist network known as the FARC
threatened to overthrow the democratically
elected government. These were tough times
for our friend. Our two nations launched an
ambitious program that helped rescue Co-
lombia from the brink of becoming a failed
state.

Plan Colombia, which started under my
predecessor, made it clear that the United
States would support the Colombian Govern-
ment’s efforts to modernize its military, to
fight terrorists and drug kingpins, to expand
educational opportunities, and provide Co-
lombians with alternatives to a life of terror
and narcotrafficking. The Colombian Gov-
ernment has taken the lead on this bold plan,
and the United States has been proud to
help. And today, Plan Colombia is working.

One of the main reasons for Plan Colom-
bia’s success is the courage of Colombia’s
President, President Uribe. President Uribe
has taken bold stands to defend our shared
democratic values. He has been a strong and
capable partner in fighting drugs and crime
and terror. He’s demonstrated that he is
deeply committed to providing a better fu-
ture for the people of his country.
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Since President Uribe took office, the Co-
lombian Government reports that homicides
have dropped by 40 percent; kidnapings have
dropped by more than 80 percent; terrorist
attacks have dropped by more than 70 per-
cent. Reforms to Colombia’s criminal justice
system have dramatically increased convic-
tion rates. And last year, Colombia’s economy
saw its largest growth in nearly three dec-
ades. These are impressive achievements,
and they’re a testament to the determination
of the Colombian people and their out-
standing President.

Earlier this month, President Uribe’s ad-
ministration scored another impressive tri-
umph. In a daring covert operation, mem-
bers of the Colombian military infiltrated the
FARC and convinced the terrorists to trans-
fer 15 hostages, including 3 Americans, to
a new location. Disguised Colombian agents
arrived in a helicopter to carry out the trans-
fer. And when the hostages lifted off, they
were astonished to hear an Army officer say
nine words they thought they would never
hear: “We are the Colombia Army, and you
are free.”

Today, three Americans are back with
their families because of the heroism of the
Colombian allies. On behalf of our entire Na-
tion, I welcome home Marc Gonsalves,
Thomas Howes, and Keith Stansell. And I
thank the brave members of the Colombian
military who rescued them.

The success of this rescue mission under-
scores the progress the Colombian Govern-
ment has made. This progress is also evident
in the hearts and minds of the Colombian
people. On Sunday, more than a million Co-
lombians marched in their nation’s streets
and called on FARC to release its remaining
hostages and to stop practicing terror. They
chanted a simple but powerful message:
“Libertad”—that means freedom. [Laugh-
ter]

America should support this noble stand
by the Colombian people. And the single
most important step we can do so is for the
United States Congress to approve a Colom-
bia free trade agreement that our countries
signed more than a year and a half ago.

Approving this agreement would strength-
en our Nation’s economy. Because of legisla-
tion that the Congress has passed—particu-
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larly the Andean Trade Preference Act—
today, almost all Colombian exports enter the
United States duty free. The Congress made
that decision. Yet our products exported to
Colombia face tariffs of up to 35 percent,
with rates even higher for some agricultural
products. In other words, the current situa-
tion is one-sided. And the failure to approve
the free trade agreement is hurting our busi-
nesses who want to sell their products into
Colombia.

Tariffs imposed on U.S. exports to Colom-
bia are estimated to have exceeded $1.1 bil-
lion while the trade agreement has awaited
congressional approval. Every day that passes
without the agreement’s approval, that num-
ber only gets bigger. Congress has already
voted to allow duty-free access to American
markets for Colombian products. Now Con-
gress should create a level playing field; they
ought to give American workers and farmers
the same access to Colombia’s markets. And
the way for them to do that is to approve
the free trade agreement.

Opening markets is especially important
during this time of economic uncertainty.
Last year, exports accounted for more than
40 percent of America’s total economic
growth. Doesn’t it make sense to continue
that kind of growth during these economic
uncertain times? I think it does. We ought
to be working to open up new opportunities
and new markets. More than 8,000 small and
midsized American businesses export to Co-
lombia. Approving this agreement will help
these small businesses and middle-sized busi-
nesses grow their businesses and create high-
paying jobs.

Approving this agreement is also an urgent
national security priority. It makes good eco-
nomic sense, but it’s important for our na-
tional security that the Congress approve this
agreement. While the FARC has seen its
power reduced, the terrorists are still actively
plotting against the Colombian Government.
Colombia also faces a hostile and anti-Amer-
ican neighbor in Venezuela, where the re-
gime has forged an alliance with Cuba, col-
laborated with FARC terrorist leaders, and
provided sanctuary to FARC units. It is in
America’s interests to stand by Colombia in
the face of this threat, and the best way to
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do so is for Congress to allow a vote on the
Colombia free trade agreement.

President Uribe has stood strong against
tyranny and terror. He’s done everything we
have asked him to do and more. He’s told
Members of Congress that approving this
agreement is one of the most important steps
that America can take to show its support
for Colombia. Now the Colombian people
are waiting to see what our Congress will do.
To demonstrate America’s good faith, to
stand by our strong friend, to send a clear
signal that we appreciate our ally, the United
States Congress must approve this free trade
agreement.

And once they do so, Congress should
quickly approve our free trade agreements
with Panama and South Korea. By doing so,
they can reassure these countries that Amer-
ica will stand by its word, and that we will
not abandon our friends.

It’s been nearly two centuries since the
United States of America and the nation of
Colombia forged a friendship in the earliest
days of our independence. In the years since,
both of our nations have learned that the cost
of maintaining a free society is remaining
vigilant against the enemies of freedom. We
believe that freedom is the birthright of all.
We believe that it is the responsibility of free
nations to support one another against those
who would undermine our freedom.

The United States is committed to the se-
curity of Colombia; we're committed to de-
feating the forces of terror. Our countries can
meet this challenge together. And through
our partnership, we can usher in a new era
of enhanced prosperity and peace in our
neighborhood.

I want to thank you for coming. Que Dios

le bendiga.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 1:41 p.m. in the
East Room of the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Colombia’s Ambassador to the U.S.
Carolina Barco Isakson; and Director of National
Planning Carolina Renteria of Colombia. He also
referred to LULAC, the League of United Latin
American Citizens. The Office of the Press Sec-
retary also released a Spanish language transcript
of these remarks.
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Message to the Congress Certifying
Exports to the People’s Republic of
China

July 22, 2008

To the Congress of the United States:

In accordance with the provisions of sec-
tion 1512 of the Strom Thurmond National
Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year
1999 (Public Law 105-261), I hereby certify
that the export of 22 accelerometers for in-
corporation into railway geometry measure-
ment systems and one 20-inch fluid energy
mill for production of nutritional supple-
ments is not detrimental to the United States
space launch industry, and that the material
and equipment, including any indirect tech-
nical benefit that could be derived from such
exports, will not measurably improve the mis-
sile or space launch capabilities of the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China.

George W. Bush

The White House,
]uly 22, 2008.

NOTE: This message was released by the Office
of the Press Secretary on July 23.

Proclamation 8275—60th
Anniversary of the Integration of the
United States Armed Forces

July 23,2008

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

The United States is founded upon the be-
lief that every person has unalienable rights
and matchless value. Throughout our Na-
tion’s history, brave patriots have made great
sacrifices to protect this ideal and to advance
the cause of freedom around the world. On
the 60th anniversary of the integration of the
United States Armed Forces, we pay tribute
to all our service members and veterans, and
we underscore our Nation’s commitment to
equality.

On ]uly 26, 1948, President Harry Truman
signed Executive Order 9981, declaring “that
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there shall be equality of treatment and op-
portunity for all persons in the armed serv-
ices without regard to race, color, religion
or national origin.” Today, members of our
Armed Forces come from many different
backgrounds and cultures and are answering
the call to service with bravery, decency, and
resolve.

Our Nation has long drawn strength from
the diversity of its citizens. Groups such as
the Buffalo Soldiers, the 442nd Regimental
Combat Team, the Tuskegee Airmen, and
the “Borinqueneers” risked their lives while
proudly wearing the uniform of the United
States. By performing their missions with in-
tegrity and honor, they highlighted the power
of liberty, helped open the door of oppor-
tunity, and earned the respect and admira-
tion of a grateful Nation.

On this anniversary, we celebrate the leg-
acy of those who refused to allow adversity
to diminish their spirit or extinguish their
drive to help America live up to its promise
of equality for all people. We also commemo-
rate our veterans and service members whose
noble and selfless actions have inspired gen-
erations of men and women to follow in their
footsteps and made our country a more hope-

ful place.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim July 26, 2008, as
the 60th Anniversary of the Integration of
the United States Armed Forces and urge
all Americans to observe this day with appro-
priate programs, ceremonies, and activities.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twenty-third day of July, in the
year of our Lord two thousand eight, and of
the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and thirty-third.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., July 25, 2008]

NoTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on July 28.
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Notice—Continuation of Emergency
Regarding Export Control
Regulations

July 23, 2008

On August 17, 2001, consistent with the
authority provided to me under the Inter-
national Emergency Economic Powers Act
(50 U.S.C. 1701 et seq.), I issued Executive
Order 13222. In that order, I declared a na-
tional emergency with respect to the unusual
and extraordinary threat to the national secu-
rity, foreign policy, and economy of the
United States in light of the expiration of the
Export Administration Act of 1979, as
amended (50 U.S.C. App. 2401 et seq.). Be-
cause the Export Administration Act has not
been renewed by the Congress, the national
emergency declared on August 17, 2001,
must continue in effect beyond August 17,
2008. Therefore, in accordance with section
202(d) of the National Emergencies Act (50
U.S.C. 1622(d)), I am continuing for 1 year
the national emergency declared in Execu-
tive Order 13222.

This notice shall be published in the Fed-
eral Register and transmitted to the Con-
gress.

George W. Bush

The White House,
July 23, 2008.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
9:06 a.m., July 24, 2008]

NotE: This notice was released by the Office of
the Press Secretary on July 24, and it was pub-
lished in the Federal Register on July 25.

Message to the Congress on
Continuation of the National
Emergency Regarding Export
Control Regulations

July 23, 2008

To the Congress of the United States:

Section 202(d) of the National Emer-
gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)), provides for
the automatic termination of a national emer-
gency unless, prior to the anniversary date
of its declaration, the President publishes in
the Federal Register and transmits to the



Administration of George W. Bush, 2008 / July 24

Congress a notice stating that the emergency
is to continue in effect beyond the anniver-
sary date. In accordance with this provision,
I have sent to the Federal Register for publi-
cation the enclosed notice, stating that the
emergency caused by the lapse of the Export
Administration Act of 1979, as amended, is
to continue in effect for 1 year beyond Au-
oust 17, 2008,

George W. Bush

The White House,
July 23, 2008.

NOTE: This message was released by the Office
of the Press Secretary on July 24.

Message to the Senate Transmitting
the North Atlantic Treaty Protocols
on the Accession of Albania and
Croatia

July 23,2008

To the Senate of the United States:

I transmit herewith, for Senate advice and
consent to ratification, Protocols to the North
Atlantic Treaty of 1949 on the Accession of
the Republic of Albania and the Republic of
Croatia. These Protocols were adopted at
Brussels on July 9, 2008, and signed that day
on behalf of the United States and the other
Parties to the North Atlantic Treaty. Also
transmitted for the information of the Senate
is the report of the Department of State,
which includes an overview of the Protocols.

NATO enlargement remains an historic
success in advancing freedom, stability, and
democracy in the Euro-Atlantic area. Albania
and Croatia serve as two more examples of
countries motivated by the prospect of
NATO membership to advance significant
and difficult political, economic, and military
reforms. Their efforts and success dem-
onstrate to other countries in the Balkans and
beyond that NATO’s door remains open to
nations willing to shoulder the responsibil-
ities of membership. I am pleased that, with
the advice and consent of the Senate, these
new democracies can soon join us as mem-
bers of this great Alliance.

I ask the Senate to join me in advancing
the cause of freedom and strengthening
NATO by providing its prompt advice and
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consent to ratification of these Protocols of
Accession. My Administration stands ready
to assist you in any way we can in your delib-
erations.

George W. Bush

The White House,
July 23, 2008.

NOTE: This message was released by the Office
of the Press Secretary on July 24.

Remarks on the President’s Freedom
Agenda
July 24, 2008

Thank you all. Please be seated. Henrietta,
thank you for the kind introduction. I am
honored to join you all today to express
America’s solidarity with those who yearn for
liberty around the world.

Captive Nations Week was first observed
in 1959, at a time when Soviet communism
seemed ascendant. Few people at that first
gathering could have envisioned then what
the—that the cold war would end the way
it did, with the triumph of the shipyard work-
ers in Poland, a Velvet Revolution in Prague,
the fall of the Berlin Wall, and the peaceful
collapse of the Soviet Union. Captive Nation
Week is a chance for us to reflect on that
remarkable history, and to honor the brave
dissidents and democracy activists who
helped secure freedom’s victory in the great
ideological struggle of the 20th century.

Captive Nation Week is also a chance to
reflect on the challenges we face in the 21st
century: the challenge of the new ideological
struggle against violent extremism. In this
struggle, we can go forward with confidence.
Free nations have faced determined enemies
before and have prevailed, and we will pre-
vail again.

I appreciate your leadership of USAID,
Henrietta, and I want to thank all those who
work for this very important agency. I appre-
ciate you being on the frontlines of compas-
sion and decency and liberty.

I'm honored to be here with the Secretary
of Commerce, Carlos Gutierrez. The Cuban
dissidents have no better friend than Carlos
Gutierrez. Think about America: Carlos was
raised—born in Cuba. Today he sits in the
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Cabinet of the President of the United
States. I love what our country represents.
And Carlos, I thank you for serving.

I'm proud to be here with Ambassador
John Negroponte; he’s the Deputy Secretary
of the Department of State. Deputy Sec-
retary of Defense Gordon England is with
us. Ambassador Mark Dybul, U.S. Global
AIDS Coordinator; thanks for coming, Mark.
Other members of the administration—a lot
of members from the diplomatic corps; thank
you for coming. I'm proud to be in your pres-
ence.

I believe America’s a hope for the world
because we are a nation that stands strongly
for freedom. We believe that every man,
woman, and child is given the gift of liberty
by our Creator. That’s a fundamental belief
of the United States. This cherished belief
has guided our leaders from America’s ear-
liest days.

We see this belief in George Washington’s
assertion that freedom’s cause, as he put it—
the cause is the cause of mankind.

We see it in Lincoln’s summoning of the
spirit which prizes liberty as the heritage of
all men, in all lands, everywhere.

We see it in Wilson’s pledge to make the
world safe for democracy in World War 1,
and FDR’s determination to make America
the arsenal of democracy in World War II.

We see it in Kennedy’s promise to pay any
price to assure the survival and success of
liberty, and Ronald Reagan’s call to move to-
ward a world in which all people are at last
free to determine their own destiny.

Over the years, different Presidents, from
different eras and different political parties,
have acted to defend and advance the cause
of liberty. These actions included bold poli-
cies such as the Lend-Lease Act, the Mar-
shall Plan, the Berlin Airlift, the creation of
NATO and the Voice of America, support
for freedom fighters in Central America, and
the liberation of Grenada and Panama. And
because we were steadfast in liberty’s de-
fense, the cause of freedom prevailed.

At the dawn of a new century, our belief
in the universality of freedom is being chal-
lenged once again. We saw the challenge on
September the 11th, 2001. On that day ter-
rorists, harbored by a tyrannical regime thou-
sands of miles from America, brought death
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and destruction to our shores. We learned
important lessons: To protect America, we
must fight the enemy abroad so we don’t
have to face them here. And to protect Amer-
ica, we must defeat the ideology of hatred
by spreading the hope of freedom.

For the past 7 years, this is exactly what
we've done. Since 9/11, we recognized that
we're at war, and we must stop new attacks
before they happen, not wait until after they
happen. So we're going after—giving our in-
telligence and law enforcement and home-
land security professionals the tools they
need to stop the terrorists before they strike
again. We're transforming our military to
meet the threats of a new century. We’re put-
ting pressure on the enemy. We've captured
or killed thousands of terrorists, including
most of those responsible for the September
the 11th attacks. We've removed regimes in
Afghanistan and Iraq that threatened our citi-
zens and the peace in the world. And now,
we're helping the people of those two nations
fight the terrorists who want to establish new
safe havens from which to launch attacks on
America and our friends.

In the long run, though, the best way to
defeat the terrorists is to offer a hopeful al-
ternative to their murderous ideology, and
that alternative is based on human liberty.

We've seen a hopeful beginning for the
cause of liberty at the start of the 21st cen-
tury. Over the last 7 years, we've seen the
citizens in Afghanistan and Iraq emerge from
tyranny to establish representative Govern-
ments. We've seen citizens in Georgia and
Ukraine stand up for their right to free and
fair elections. We've seen people in Lebanon
take to the streets to demand their independ-
ence. We've seen strides toward democracy
taken by nations such as Kuwait and Liberia,
Mauritania and Morocco, and Pakistan.

It’s in our national interest to continue lib-
erty’s advance, because we know from history
that the advance of freedom is necessary for
our security and for world peace. Just think
about World War II. During that conflict,
Japan and Germany were enemies of Amer-
ica who invaded their neighbors and desta-
bilized the world. And today, Japan and Ger-
many are strong democracies and good
friends and strong allies in the cause of
peace.
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During the cold war, the nations of Central
and Eastern Europe were part of the Warsaw
Pact alliance that was poised to attack West-
ern Europe. Today, most of those nations are
members of the NATO alliance, who are
using their freedom to aid the rise of other
young democracies. In these experiences, we
have seen the transformative power of free-
dom. We've seen that free societies don’t
harbor terrorists or launch unprovoked at-
tacks on their neighbors. Free societies are
peaceful societies, and that is why the United
States of America must continue to cause—
to lead the cause of freedom.

Over the past 7 years, we've learned that
leading the cause of freedom requires com-
bating hopelessness in struggling nations.
Combating hopelessness is in America’s se-
curity interests, because the only way our en-
emies can recruit people to their dark ide-
ology is to exploit distress and despair. Com-
bating hopelessness is in our moral interests.
Americans believe that to whom much is
given, much is required. So the challenge for
America in the years ahead is to continue
to help people in struggling nations achieve
freedom from corruption, freedom from dis-
ease, freedom from poverty, freedom from
hunger, and freedom from tyranny.

In the years ahead, America must continue
to use our foreign assistance to promote de-
mocracy and good government. Increased aid
alone will not help nations overcome institu-
tional challenges that hold entire societies
back. To be effective, our aid must be tar-
geted to encourage the development of free
and accountable institutions.

In the past 7 years, we’ve more than dou-
bled the Federal budget for democracy and
governance and human rights programs.
We've increased the budget for the National
Endowment of Democracy more—by more
than 150 percent since 2001. We've trans-
formed the way we deliver aid by creating
the Millennium Challenge Account, which is
a new approach to foreign assistance, which
offers support to developing nations that
fight corruption, and govern justly, and open
their economies, and invest in the health and
education of their people. The challenge for
future Presidents and future Congresses will
be to ensure that America’s generosity re-
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mains tied to the promotion of transparency
and accountability and prosperity.

In the years ahead, America must continue
to promote free trade and open investment.
Over the long term, trade and investment are
the best ways to fight poverty and build
strong and prosperous societies. Over the
past 7 years, we expanded the African
Growth and Opportunity Act, which is
spreading prosperity by dramatically increas-
ing trade between the United States and Af-
rica; implemented free trade agreements
with 11 countries, creating hope and oppor-
tunity for both our citizens and the citizens
of these nations. We're striving to make this
the year that the world completes an ambi-
tious Doha trade agreement; will open up
new markets for Americans” goods and serv-
ices and help alleviate poverty around the
world. The challenge for future Presidents
and future Congresses is to reject the false
temptation of protectionism and keep the
world open for trade.

In the years ahead, America must continue
to fight against disease. Nations afflicted with
debilitating public health crises cannot build
strong and prosperous societies for their citi-
zens. America’s helping these nations replace
disease and despair with healing and hope.
We're working in 15 African nations to cut
the number of malaria-related deaths in half.
Our Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief,
known as PEPFAR, is supporting the treat-
ment of more than 1.7 million people. And
Congress will soon pass legislation to signifi-
cantly expand this vital initiative. We're ex-
panding our efforts to train health workers
for the poorest countries, to treat key ne-
glected tropical diseases such as river blind-
ness and hookworm. The challenge for future
Presidents and future Congresses will be to
continue this commitment, so that we can
lift the shadow of malaria and HIV/AIDS and
other diseases once and for all.

In the years ahead, America must continue
to lead the fight against global hunger. Nobel
Prize winner Norman Borlaug once said:
“You can’t build peace on empty stomachs.”
Americans are answering the call to feed the
hungry. This year, the United States has pro-
vided more than $1.8 billion in new funds
to bolster global food security. We're the
world’s largest provider of food aid. But I
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strongly believe we must transform the way
that our food aid is delivered. One innovative
proposal is to purchase up to 25 percent of
our food assistance directly from farmers in
developing nations. This would help build up
local agriculture; it will help break the cycle
of famine. And I ask the United States Con-
gress to approve this measure as soon as pos-
sible. The challenge for future Presidents
and future Congresses will be to find still
other innovative ways to alleviate hunger
while promoting greater self-reliance in de-
veloping nations.

In the years ahead, America must continue
to lead the cause of human rights. The Soviet
dissident Andrei Amalrik once compared a
tyrannical state to a soldier who holds a rifle
on his enemy, until his arms finally tire and
the prisoner escapes. It’s important we never
strengthen the arms. The role of free nations
like ours is to put pressure on the arms of
the world’s tyrants and strengthen the pris-
oners who are striving for their liberty.

For the past 7 years, we've spoken out
against human rights abuses by tyrannical re-
gimes like those in Iran, Sudan, and Syria
and Zimbabwe. We've spoken candidly about
human rights with nations with whom we’ve
got good relations, such as Egypt and Saudi
Arabia and China. In keeping with this com-
mitment, today I renew my call for the re-
lease of all prisoners of conscience around
the world, including Ayman Nour of Egypt,
Aung San Suu Kyi of Burma, Oscar Biscet
of Cuba, Riad Seif of Syria.

To ensure our Government continues to
speak out for those who have no other voice,
I recently issued a directive instructing all
senior U.S. officials serving in undemocratic
countries to maintain regular contact with
political dissidents and democracy activists.
The challenge for future Presidents and fu-
ture Congresses is to ensure that America
always stands with those seeking freedom
and never hesitates to shine the light of con-
science on abuses of human rights around
the world.

As Henrietta mentioned, with us today are
individuals who suffered terribly in the cause
of freedom and whose stories inspire our
country. And their examples of resilience and
resolve should give us courage. I'm not going
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to mention all the ones I met, but I'd like
to make—mention some.

First, we stand with Blanca Gonzalez. Her
son, Normando Hernandez Gonzalez, re-
mains in Castro’s gulag for speaking the truth
about the Cuban regime. Bienvenido.

We stand with Olga Kozulina. Her father,
Alexander Kozulin, remains in prison in
Belarus for the “crime” of running for Presi-
dent. Welcome.

We stand with Manouchehr Mohammadi.
Both he and his brother were viciously tor-
tured by the Iranian authorities. He was the
only one who survived and escaped. Wel-
come to America.

We stand with Cho Jin Hae, who wit-
nessed several of her family members starve
to death in North Korea. She herself was tor-
tured by the Communist authorities.

I thank you all for coming. I thank the
others who took time out of their day to meet
me as well. T appreciate your testament to
the universal desire for freedom.

This morning, I have a message for all
those throughout the world who languish in
tyranny. I know there are moments when it
feels like you're alone in your struggle. And
you’re not alone; America hears you. Millions
of our citizens stand with you, and hope still
lives, even in bleak places and in dark mo-
ments.

Even now, change is stirring in places like
Havana and Damascus and Tehran. The peo-
ple of these nations dream of a free future,
hope for a free future, and believe that a free
future will come. And it will. May God be
with them in their struggle. America always
will be.

Thank you for letting me come by, and
may God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:26 a.m. at the
Ronald Reagan Building and International Trade
Center. In his remarks, he referred to Henrietta
H. Fore, administrator, U.S. Agency for Inter-
national Development; Egyptian opposition politi-
cian Ayman Nour; Sung San Suu Kyi, leader of
the National League for Democracy in Burma;
Cuban dissident Oscar Elias Biscet Gonzalez; Syr-
ian political activist Riad Seif; and former Presi-
dent Fidel Castro Ruz of Cuba. The Office of the
Press Secretary also released a Spanish language
transcript of these remarks.
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Executive Order 13468—2008
Amendments to the Manual for
Courts-Martial, United States

July 24, 2008

By the authority vested in me as President
by the Constitution and the laws of the
United States of America, including chapter
47 of title 10, United States Code (Uniform
Code of Military Justice, 10 U.S.C. 801-946),
and in order to prescribe amendments to the
Manual for Courts-Martial, United States,
prescribed by Executive Order 12473 of
April 13, 1984, as amended, it is hereby or-
dered as follows:

Section 1. Parts II and IV of the Manual
for Courts-Martial, United States, are
amended as described in the Annex attached
and made a part of this order.

Sec. 2. These amendments shall take ef-
fect 30 days from the date of this order.

(a) Nothing in these amendments shall be
construed to make punishable any act done
or omitted prior to the effective date of this
order that was not punishable when done or
omitted.

(b) Nothing in these amendments shall be
construed to invalidate any nonjudicial pun-
ishment proceedings, restraint, investigation,
referral of charges, trial in which arraignment
occurred, or other action begun prior to the
effective date of this order, and any such
nonjudicial punishment, restraint, investiga-
tion, referral of charges, trial, or other action
may proceed in the same manner and with
the same effect as if these amendments had
not been prescribed.

George W. Bush

The White House,
July 24, 2008,

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
9:02 a.m., July 25, 2008]

NoTE: This Executive order and its attached
annex were published in the Federal Register on
July 28.
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Proclamation 8276—Anniversary of
the Americans with Disabilities Act,
2008

July 24, 2008

By the President of the United States

of America

A Proclamation

The Americans with Disabilities Act
(ADA) has helped tear down barriers for mil-
lions of people living with disabilities. On the
anniversary of this important legislation, our
Nation underscores our commitment to en-
suring that all individuals have an equal op-
portunity to realize their full potential.

On July 26, 1990, President George H. W.
Bush signed this groundbreaking Act into
law, better enabling citizens with disabilities
to participate fully in all aspects of life. Over
the course of nearly two decades, this Act
has made our schools and workplaces more
welcoming, helped change attitudes that
once seemed unchangeable, and expanded
opportunity for many exceptional Americans.
The ADA is one of the most successful civil
rights laws in our history and has been an
essential part of countless American lives.

My Administration is committed to work-
ing to empower those with disabilities so that
all our people can achieve the American
dream. Building on the success of the ADA,
the New Freedom Initiative of 2001 has had
a positive impact for many of our citizens.
Technological advances have helped individ-
uals gain greater access to everyday life. Stu-
dents with disabilities are given the tools they
need to succeed, and in the workplace, inno-
vative hiring and employment practices are
helping to integrate Americans with disabil-
ities into the workforce. The Ticket to Work
and AbilityOne programs have helped them
become more self-sufficient by expanding ac-
cess to employment. Our Nation has bene-
fited from the progress we have made since
the enactment of the ADA, and it is our re-
sponsibility to continue working toward a
country where all people are treated with the
respect and dignity they deserve.

On this anniversary, we highlight our com-
mitment to the ADA and celebrate the
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progress that has been made toward full par-
ticipation of people with disabilities in our
society.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim July 26, 2008, as
a day in celebration of the 18th Anniversary
of the Americans with Disabilities Act. I call
on all Americans to celebrate the vital con-
tributions of individuals with disabilities as
we work towards fulfilling the promise of the
ADA to give all our citizens the opportunity
to live with dignity, work productively, and
achieve their dreams.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twenty-fourth day of July, in
the year of our Lord two thousand eight, and
of the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and thirty-third.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., July 28, 2008]

NoOTE: This proclamation was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on July 25, and it will
be published in the Federal Register on July 29.

Proclamation 8277—Parents’ Day,
2008

July 24, 2008

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

Parents teach their children timeless val-
ues to help them make the most of life’s op-
portunities and overcome its challenges. On
Parents’” Day, we pay tribute to the parents
who provide their children with guidance,
support, and unconditional love and who
help make our country a better place.

Mothers and fathers are a source of sta-
bility and great comfort in society, and they
have a vital obligation to love and care for
their children. Through patient instruction
and a loving example, they instill in children
the principles that make our Nation strong
and ensure that children have the skills to
lead lives of character and integrity. As a
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child’s primary teachers, parents are respon-
sible for their child’s education, and their ef-
forts will contribute to a more hopeful future
for our country. Parents can help shape our
Nation by encouraging young people to make
the right choices, become responsible citi-
zens, and achieve their dreams.

My Administration remains dedicated to
promoting Federal, State, and faith-based
and community programs to assist American
families and support healthy marriages and
responsible parenting. We are committed to
helping parents and schools enable the next
generation of Americans to realize their full
potential.

On Parents’ Day, we honor mothers and
fathers and thank them for their many years
of patience and selflessness. We take this op-
portunity also to recognize parents of adopt-
ed children and foster parents, who gener-
ously provide children with a loving family
to call their own. We also recognize the par-
ents who serve in our Armed Forces and the
parents of the brave men and women wear-
ing our Nation’s uniform. The members of
our Armed Forces are defending our free-
dom with dignity and honor, and America
is grateful for the sacrifices that they and
their families make in the name of duty.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States and consistent with Public Law 103—
362, as amended, do hereby proclaim Sun-
day, July 27, 2008, as Parents’ Day. I call
upon citizens, private organizations, and gov-
ernmental bodies at all levels to engage in
activities and educational efforts that recog-
nize, support, and honor parents, and I en-
courage American sons and daughters to con-
vey their love, respect, and appreciation to
their parents.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twenty-fourth day of July, in
the year of our Lord two thousand eight, and
of the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and thirty-third.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., July 28, 2008]
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NoOTE: This proclamation was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on July 25, and it will
be published in the Federal Register on July 29.

Statement on Signing an Executive
Order Blocking Property of
Additional Persons Undermining
Democratic Processes or Institutions
in Zimbabwe

July 25, 2008

Today I have signed a new Executive order
that expands our sanctions against the illegit-
imate Government of Zimbabwe. The new
Executive order significantly enhances our
ability to designate individuals in and entities
connected to the Mugabe regime. Under the
new Executive order, the Treasury Depart-
ment will today designate several of these
Government-controlled entities.

This action is a direct result of the Mugabe
regime’s continued politically-motivated vio-
lence, disregarding calls from the Southern
African Development Community, the Afri-
can Union, and the United Nations to halt
the attacks. The regime has also continued
its ban against NGO activities that would
provide assistance to the suffering and vul-
nerable people of Zimbabwe. No regime
should ignore the will of its own people and
calls from the international community with-
out consequences.

Should ongoing talks in South Africa be-
tween Mugabe’s regime and the Movement
of Democratic Change result in a new gov-
ernment that reflects the will of the
Zimbabwean people, the United States
stands ready to provide a substantial assist-
ance package, development aid, and normal-
ization with international financial institu-
tions.

In the meantime, I am reaffirming my
commitment to support the suffering people
of Zimbabwe, authorizing the use of up to
$2.5 million from the U.S. Emergency Ref-
ugee and Migration Assistance Fund to assist
Zimbabwean refugees and asylum seekers
who have been displaced due to the ongoing
violence in their country. We will also con-
tinue our efforts to provide food and health
assistance as part of our commitment to help
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the people of Zimbabwe in their time of
greatest need.

NOTE: The statement referred to President Rob-
ert Mugabe of Zimbabwe; and Executive Order
13469.

Executive Order 13469—Blocking
Property of Additional Persons
Undermining Democratic Processes
or Institutions in Zimbabwe

July 25, 2008

By the authority vested in me as President
by the Constitution and the laws of the
United States of America, including the
International Emergency Economic Powers
Act (50 U.S.C. 1701 et seq.) (IEEPA), the
National Emergencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1601
et seq.), and section 301 of title 3, United
States Code,

I, George W. Bush, President of the
United States of America, find that the con-
tinued actions and policies of the Govern-
ment of Zimbabwe and other persons to un-
dermine Zimbabwe’s democratic processes
or institutions, manifested most recently in
the fundamentally undemocratic election
held on June 27, 2008, to commit acts of vio-
lence and other human rights abuses against
political opponents, and to engage in public
corruption, including by misusing public au-
thority, constitute an unusual and extraor-
dinary threat to the foreign policy of the
United States, and to deal with that threat,
hereby expand the scope of the national
emergency declared in Executive Order
13288 of March 6, 2003, and relied upon for
additional steps taken in Executive Order
13391 of November 22, 2005, and hereby
order:

Section 1. (a) Except to the extent pro-
vided by statutes, or provided in regulations,
orders, directives, or licenses that may be
issued pursuant to this order, and notwith-
standing any contract entered into or any li-
cense or permit granted prior to the date of
this order, all property and interests in prop-
erty that are in the United States, that here-
after come within the United States, or that
are or hereafter come within the possession
or control of United States persons, including
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their overseas branches, of the following per-
sons are blocked and may not be transferred,
paid, exported, withdrawn, or otherwise dealt
in:

Any person determined by the Secretary
of the Treasury, after consultation with the
Secretary of State:

(i) to be a senior official of the Govern-

ment of Zimbabwe;

(ii) to be owned or controlled by, directly
or indirectly, the Government of
Zimbabwe or an official or officials of
the Government of Zimbabwe;

(iii) to have engaged in actions or policies
to undermine Zimbabwe’s democratic
processes or institutions;

(iv) to be responsible for, or to have par-
ticipated in, human rights abuses related
to political repression in Zimbabwe;

(v) to be engaged in, or to have engaged
in, activities facilitating public corrup-
tion by senior officials of the Govern-
ment of Zimbabwe;

(vi) to be a spouse or dependent child of
any person whose property and interests
in property are blocked pursuant to Ex-
ecutive Order 13288, Executive Order
13391, or this order;

(vii) to have materially assisted, sponsored,
or provided financial, material,
logistical, or technical support for, or
goods or services in support of, the Gov-
ernment of Zimbabwe, any senior offi-
cial thereof, or any person whose prop-
erty and interests in property are
blocked pursuant to Executive Order
13288, Executive Order 13391, or this
order; or

(viii) to be owned or controlled by, or to
have acted or purported to act for or
on behalf of, directly or indirectly, any
person whose property and interests in
property are blocked pursuant to Execu-
tive Order 13288, Executive Order
13391, or this order.

(b) T hereby determine that the making
of donations of the type of articles specified
in section 203(b)(2) of IEEPA (50 U.S.C.
1702(b)(2)) by, to, or for the benefit of any
person whose property and interests in prop-
erty are blocked pursuant to paragraph (a)
of this section would seriously impair my
ability to deal with the national emergency
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declared in Executive Order 13288, as
amended, and I hereby prohibit such dona-
tions as provided by paragraph (a) of this sec-
tion.

(c) The prohibitions of this section include
but are not limited to (i) the making of any
contribution or provision of funds, goods, or
services by, to, or for the benefit of any per-
son whose property and interests in property
are blocked pursuant to Executive Order
13288, Executive Order 13391, or this order,
and (ii) the receipt of any contribution or
provision of funds, goods, or services from
any such person.

(d) The provisions of Executive Orders
13288 and 13391 remain in effect, and this
order does not affect any action taken pursu-
ant to those orders.

Sec. 2. (a) Any transaction by a United
States person or within the United States that
evades or avoids, has the purpose of evading
or avoiding, or attempts to violate any of the
prohibitions set forth in this order is prohib-
ited.

(b)Any conspiracy formed to violate any
of the prohibitions set forth in this order is
prohibited.

Sec. 3. For the purposes of this order:

(a) the term “person” means an individual
or entity;

(b) the term “entity” means a partnership,
association, trust, joint venture, corporation,
group, subgroup, or other organization;

(c) the term “United States person” means
any United States citizen, permanent resi-
dent alien, entity organized under the laws
of the United States or any jurisdiction within
the United States (including foreign
branches), or any person in the United
States; and

(d) the term “Government of Zimbabwe”
means the Government of Zimbabwe, its
agencies, instrumentalities, and controlled
entities.

Sec. 4. For those persons whose property
and interests in property are blocked pursu-
ant to this order who might have a constitu-
tional presence in the United States, I find
that, because of the ability to transfer funds
or other assets instantaneously, prior notice
to such persons of measures to be taken pur-
suant to this order would render these meas-
ures ineffectual. I therefore determine that,
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for these measures to be effective in address-
ing the national emergency declared in Exec-
utive Order 13288, there need be no prior
notice of a listing or determination made pur-
suant to section 1 of this order.

Sec. 5. The Secretary of the Treasury,
after consultation with the Secretary of State,
is hereby authorized to take such actions, in-
cluding the promulgation of rules and regula-
tions, and to employ all powers granted to
the President by IEEPA as may be necessary
to carry out the purposes of this order. The
Secretary of the Treasury may redelegate any
of these functions to other officers and agen-
cies of the United States Government con-
sistent with applicable law. All agencies of
the United States Government are hereby di-
rected to take all appropriate measures with-
in their authority to carry out the provisions
of this order.

Sec. 6. The Secretary of the Treasury,
after consultation with the Secretary of State,
is hereby authorized to submit the recurring
and final reports to the Congress on the na-
tional emergency declared in Executive
Order 13288, as amended, and 5 expanded
in this order, consistent with section 401(c)
of the NEA (50 U.S.C. 1641(c)) and section
204(c) of IEEPA (50 U.S.C. 1703).

Sec. 7. This order is not intended to, and
does not, create any right or benefit, sub-
stantive or procedural, enforceable at law or
in equity by any party against the United
States, its departments, agencies, instrumen-
talities, or entities, its officers or employees,
or any other person.

George W. Bush

The White House,
July 25, 2008.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., July 28, 2008]

NotE: This Executive order will be published in
the Federal Register on July 29.
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Message to the Congress on Blocking
Property of Additional Persons
Undermining Democratic Processes
or Institutions in Zimbabwe

July 25, 2008

To the Congress of the United States:

Pursuant to the International Emergency
Economic Powers Act, as amended (50
U.S.C. 1701 et seq.) (IEEPA), I hereby re-
port that I have issued an Executive Order
(the “order”) that expands the scope of the
national emergency declared in Executive
Order 13288 of March 6, 2003, which was
relied upon for additional steps taken in Ex-
ecutive Order 13391 of November 22, 2005,
and takes additional steps with respect to that
national emergency.

In Executive Order 13288, I found that
the actions and policies of certain members
of the Government of Zimbabwe and other
persons to undermine Zimbabwe’s demo-
cratic processes or institutions constituted an
unusual and extraordinary threat to the for-
eign policy of the United States and declared
a national emergency to deal with that threat.
Executive Order 13288 blocks the property
and interests in property of the persons listed
in its Annex and permits the designation of
any person or entity owned or controlled by,
or acting or purporting to act directly or indi-
rectly for or on behalf of, any person listed
in that Annex.

Executive Order 13391 took additional
steps to address the national emergency de-
clared in Executive Order 13288 and amend-
ed the provisions of that earlier order. Execu-
tive Order 13391 blocks the property of the
persons and entities listed in its Annex and
permits the designation of any person or enti-
ty determined: to have engaged in actions
or policies to undermine Zimbabwe’s demo-
cratic processes or institutions; to have mate-
rially assisted, sponsored, or provided finan-
cial, material, or technological support for,
or goods or services in support of, such ac-
tions or policies or any person whose prop-
erty and interests in property are blocked
pursuant to Executive Order 13288, as
amended; to be or have been an immediate
family member of any person whose property
and interests in property are blocked pursu-
ant to Executive Order 13288, as amended;
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or to be owned or controlled by, or acting
or purporting to act for or on behalf of, di-
rectly or indirectly, any person whose prop-
erty and interests in property are blocked
pursuant to Executive Order 13288, as
amended.

I have now determined that the continued
actions and policies of the Government of
Zimbabwe and other persons to undermine
Zimbabwe’s democratic processes or institu-
tions, manifested most recently in the fun-
damentally undemocratic election held on
June 27, 2008, to commit acts of violence
and other human rights abuses against polit-
ical opponents, and to engage in public cor-
ruption, including the misuse of public au-
thority, warrant an expansion of the existing
national emergency and the existing sanc-
tions with respect to Zimbabwe. The order
supplements the designation criteria set forth
in Executive Order 13288, as amended by
Executive Order 13391, and provides addi-
tional criteria for designation of any person
determined by the Secretary of the Treasury,
after consultation with the Secretary of State:
to be a senior official of the Government of
Zimbabwe; to be owned or controlled by, di-
rectly or indirectly, the Government of
Zimbabwe or an official or officials of the
Government of Zimbabwe; to be responsible
for, or to have participated in, human rights
abuses related to political repression in
Zimbabwe; to be engaged in, or to have en-
gaged in, activities facilitating public corrup-
tion by senior officials of the Government
of Zimbabwe; or to have materially assisted,
sponsored, or provided financial, material,
logistical, or technical support for, or goods
or services in support of, the Government
of Zimbabwe, any senior official thereof, or
any person whose property and interests in
property are blocked pursuant to Executive
Order 13288, Executive Order 13391, or the
order.

The order also restates existing designation
authority to block the property and interests
in property of persons determined to have
engaged in actions or policies to undermine
Zimbabwe’s democratic processes or institu-
tions. Finally, the order restates existing de-
rivative designation authority and adds deriv-
ative designation authority to block the prop-
erty and interests in property of persons de-
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termined by the Secretary of the Treasury,
after consultation with the Secretary of State,
to be owned or controlled by, or to have
acted or purported to act for or on behalf
of, directly or indirectly, or to be a spouse
or dependant child of, any person whose
property and interests in property are
blocked pursuant to Executive Order 13288,
Executive Order 13391, or the order.

In the order, I delegated to the Secretary
of the Treasury, after consultation with the
Secretary of State, the authority to take such
actions, including the promulgation of rules
and regulations, as may be necessary to carry
out the purposes of the order.

I am enclosing a copy of the Executive
Order I have issued.

George W. Bush

The White House,
July 25, 2008.

Memorandum on Emergency Fund
Drawdown To Assist Zimbabwean
Refugees in South Africa, Botswana,
Mozambique, and Zambia

July 25, 2008

Presidential Determination No. 2008-23

Memorandum for the Secretary of State

Subject: Emergency Fund Drawdown to
Assist Zimbabwean Refugees in South Africa,
Botswana, Mozambique, and Zambia

By the authority vested in me by the Con-
stitution and the laws of the United States,
including sections 2 and 4(a)(1) of the Migra-
tion and Refugee Assistance Act of 1962 (the
“Act”), as amended (22 U.S.C. 2601 and
2603) and section 301 of title 3, United States
Code:

(1) T hereby determine, pursuant to 2(c)(1)
of the Act, that it is important to the national
interest to furnish assistance under the Act,
in an amount not to exceed $2.5 million from
the United States Emergency Refugee and
Migration Assistance Fund, for the purpose
of meeting unexpected and urgent refugee
and migration needs, including by contribu-
tions to international, governmental, and
nongovernmental organizations and payment
of administrative expenses of the Bureau of
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Population, Refugees, and Migration of the
Department of State, related to humanitarian
needs of Zimbabwean refugees and asylum
seekers; and

(2) the functions of the President in rela-
tion to this memorandum under section 2(d)
of the Act, and of establishing terms and con-
ditions under section 2(c)(1) of the Act, are
assigned to you, and you may further assign
such functions to any of your subordinates,
consistent with applicable law.

You are authorized and directed to publish
this determination in the Federal Register.

George W. Bush

Digest of Other
White House Announcements

The following list includes the President’s public
schedule and other items of general interest an-
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and
not included elsewhere in this issue.

July 19

In the morning, at the Bush Ranch in
Crawford, TX, the President had an intel-
ligence briefing.

July 20
In the afternoon, the President and Mrs.
Bush returned to Washington, DC.

July 21

In the morning, the President had an intel-
ligence briefing. Later, in the Oval Office,
he participated in a photo opportunity with
Catharine Aboulhouda, the 2008 March of
Dimes national ambassador. Then, in the Li-
brary, he participated in an interview for a
television tribute to Rev. Billy Graham.

July 22

In the morning, the President had an intel-
ligence briefing.

In the afternoon, the President traveled to
Marietta, GA, where, upon arrival, he met
with USA Freedom Corps volunteer Sherri
Goggin. He then traveled to Atlanta, GA,
where, at a private residence, he attended
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a Goddard-Georgia Victory Committee re-
ception. Later, he returned to Washington,
DC, arriving in the evening.

July 23

In the morning, the President had an intel-
ligence briefing. Later, in the Oval Office,
he participated in a bill signing ceremony for
H.R. 3403, the New and Emerging Tech-
nologies 911 Improvement Act of 2008. He
then dropped by a meeting between National
Security Adviser Stephen J. Hadley and Min-
ister of Defense Juan Manuel Santos
Calderon of Colombia.

In the afternoon, the President traveled to
the Pentagon in Arlington, VA, where he par-
ticipated in Defense Department briefings.
Later, he returned to Washington, DC.
Then, in the East Room, he participated in
a photo opportunity with the 2008 Boys and
Girls Nation delegates.

Later in the afternoon, in the Oval Office,
the President participated in a signing cere-
mony for a Presidential proclamation in
honor of the 60th anniversary of U.S. Armed
Forces integration. He then attended a re-
ception for Deputy Chief of Staff Joe Hagin.

The President announced the designation
of the following individuals as members of
a Presidential delegation to attend the closing
ceremony of the Olympic games in Beijing,
China, on August 24: Condoleezza Rice
(head of delegation); Elaine L. Chao; Mi-
chael O. Leavitt; Clark T. Randt, Jr.; Karen
P. Hughes; Peter V. Ueberroth; and Michelle
Kwan.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Ambrose L. Schwallie to be a
member of the Defense Nuclear Facilities
Safety Board.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Maria Cino to be a member of the
Overseas Private Investment Corporation.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Mark J. Gerencser and David H.
Mclntyre to be members of the National Se-
curity Education Board.

The President announced his intention to
appoint the following individuals as members
of the Arctic Research Commission: Michele
Longo Eder; Helvi K. Sandvik; Virgil L.
Sharpton; Charles J. Vorosmarty; and Warren
M. Zapol.
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The President announced his intention to
appoint Mark R. Dybul as a member of the
Board of Trustees of the Woodrow Wilson
International Center for Scholars.

July 24

In the morning, the President had an intel-
ligence briefing. He then had a telephone
conversation with Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh of India. Later, at the Ron-
ald Reagan Building and International Trade
Center, he met with democracy activists.

In the afternoon, in the East Room, the
President participated in a photo opportunity
with National and State Future Farmers of
America (FFA) Organization officers.

The President declared a major disaster in
Texas and ordered Federal aid to supplement
State and local recovery efforts in the area
struck by Hurricane Dolly beginning on July
22 and continuing.

July 25

In the morning, the President had an intel-
ligence briefing. Later, he traveled to Peoria,
IL, where, upon arrival, he met with USA
Freedom Corps volunteer Roy Storey.

In the afternoon, at a private residence,
the President attended a Schock for Con-
gress and Congressional Trust 2008 recep-
tion. Later, he returned to Washington, DC.

Nominations
Submitted to the Senate

The following list does not include promotions of
members of the Uniformed Services, nominations
to the Service Academies, or nominations of For-
eign Service officers.

Submitted July 23

Maria Cino,

of Virginia, to be a member of the Board
of Directors of the Overseas Private Invest-
ment Corporation for a term expiring De-
cember 17, 2010, vice Collister Johnson, Jr.,
term expired.
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Mark J. Gerencser,

of New Jersey, to be a member of the Na-
tional Security Education Board for a term
of 4 years, vice Robert N. Shamansky, term
expired.

Marco A. Hernandez,

of Oregon, to be U.S. District Judge for the
District of Oregon, vice Garr M. King, retir-
ing.

David H. McIntyre,

of Texas, to be a member of the National
Security Education Board for a term of 4
years, vice Mark Falcoff, term expiring.

Eric F. Melgren,

of Kansas, to be U.S. District Judge for the
District of Kansas, vice Monti L. Belot, re-
tired.

Ambrose L. Schwallie,

of South Carolina, to be a member of the
Defense Nuclear Facilities Safety Board for
a term expiring October 18, 2013, vice A.].
Eggenberger, term expiring.

Withdrawn July 23

Carol Dillon Kissal,

of Maryland, to be Inspector General, Small
Business Administration, vice Eric M.

Thorson, which was sent to the Senate on
February 25, 2008.

Submitted July 24

Paul S. Diamond,

of Pennsylvania, to be U.S. Circuit Judge for
the Third Circuit, vice Franklin S. Van
Antwerpen, retired.

Mitchell S. Goldberg,

of Pennsylvania, to be U.S. District Judge for
the Eastern District of Pennsylvania, vice
John R. Padova, retired.

C. Darnell Jones II,

of Pennsylvania, to be U.S. District Judge for
the Eastern District of Pennsylvania, vice
Bruce W. Kauffman, retired.

Carolyn P. Short,

of Pennsylvania, to be U.S. District Judge for
the Eastern District of Pennsylvania, vice
Paul S. Diamond, upon elevation.
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Joel H. Slomsky,

of Pennsylvania, to be U.S. District Judge for
the Eastern District of Pennsylvania, vice
James T. Giles, retired.

Withdrawn July 24

Gene E.K. Pratter,

of Pennsylvania, to be U.S. Circuit Judge for
the Third Circuit, vice Franklin S. Van
Antwerpen, retired, which was sent to the
Senate on November 15, 2007.

Carolyn P. Short,

of Pennsylvania, to be U.S. District Judge for
the Eastern District of Pennsylvania, vice
Gene E.K. Pratter, upon elevation, which
was sent to the Senate on November 15,
2007.

Checklist
of White House Press Releases

The following list contains releases of the Office
of the Press Secretary that are neither printed as
items nor covered by entries in the Digest of
Other White House Announcements.

Released July 21

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec-
retary Dana Perino

Statement by the Press Secretary on the ar-
rest of Bosnian Serb wartime political leader
Radovan Karadzic for war crimes committed
during the 1992-1995 war in Bosnia and
Herzegovina

Statement by the Press Secretary announcing
that the President signed H.R. 802 and H.R.
3891

Released July 22

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec-
retary Dana Perino

Fact sheet: Defending Democratic Values
We Share With Colombia

Released July 23

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec-
retary Dana Perino
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Statement by the Press Secretary announcing
the designation of a Presidential delegation
to the closing ceremony of the Olympic
games in Beijing, China, on August 24, 2008

Statement by the Press Secretary announcing
that the President signed H.R. 3403, H.R.
3712, and S. 3145
Released July 24

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec-
retary Dana Perino

Statement by the Press Secretary on disaster
assistance to Texas

Fact sheet: Advancing the Freedom Agenda

Released July 25

Transcript of a press gaggle by Press Sec-
retary Dana Perino

Acts Approved
by the President

Approved July 21

H.R. 802 / Public Law 110-280
Maritime Pollution Prevention Act of 2008

H.R. 3891 / Public Law 110-281
National Fish and Wildlife Foundation Es-
tablishment Act Amendment of 2008

Approved July 23

S. 3145 / Public Law 110-282

To designate a portion of United States
Route 20A, located in Orchard Park, New
York, as the “Timothy J. Russert Highway”

H.R. 3403 / Public Law 110-283
New and Emerging Technologies 911 Im-
provement Act of 2008

H.R. 3712 / Public Law 110-284

To designate the United States courthouse
located at 1716 Spielbusch Avenue in To-
ledo, Ohio, as the “James M. Ashley and
Thomas W.L. Ashley United States Court-
house™



