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[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
10:30 a.m., July 30, 2008]

NoOTE: This notice was published in the Federal
Register on July 31.

Message to the Congress on
Continuation of the National
Emergency With Respect to the
Actions of Certain Persons To
Undermine the Sovereignty of
Lebanon or its Democratic Processes
and Institutions

July 30, 2008

To the Congress of the United States:

Section 202(d) of the National Emer-
gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for
the automatic termination of a national emer-
gency unless, prior to the anniversary date
of its declaration, the President publishes in
the Federal Register and transmits to the
Congress a notice stating that the emergency
is to continue in effect beyond the anniver-
sary date. In accordance with this provision,
I have sent the enclosed notice to the Federal
Register for publication stating that the na-
tional emergency and related measures
blocking the property of persons under-
mining the sovereignty of Lebanon or its
democratic processes and institutions and
certain other persons are to continue in ef-
fect beyond August 1, 2008.

The actions of certain persons to under-
mine Lebanon’s legitimate and democrat-
ically elected government or democratic in-
stitutions, to contribute to the deliberate
breakdown in the rule of law in Lebanon,
including through politically motivated vio-
lence and intimidation, to reassert Syrian
control or contribute to Syrian interference
in Lebanon, or to infringe upon or under-
mine Lebanese sovereignty contribute to po-
litical and economic instability in that coun-
try and the region and constitute a continuing
unusual and extraordinary threat to the na-
tional security and foreign policy of the
United States. For these reasons, I have de-
termined that it is necessary to continue the
national emergency and related measures
blocking the property of persons under-

mining the sovereignty of Lebanon or its
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democratic processes and institutions and
certain other persons.

George W. Bush

The White House,
July 30, 2008.

Letter to Congressional Leaders
Transmitting a Report on
Comprehensive Nuclear Threat
Reduction and Security

July 30, 2008

Dear Madam Speaker:
President:)

I am pleased to transmit to the Congress,
consistent with the provisions of section
699M of the Consolidated Appropriations
Act, 2008 (Public Law 110-161), the en-
closed report entitled, “Comprehensive Nu-
clear Threat Reduction and Security Plan.”

This report, compiled by the Departments
of State, Defense, Energy, and Homeland
Security, details Federal plans to ensure that
all weapons and weapons-usable material at
vulnerable sites are secure from terrorist
threats. As required, the report includes in-
formation on sustainability plans, interagency
cooperation, programmatic and budgetary
requirements, and international engagement
related to these vital national security efforts.

Sincerely,

(Dear Mr.

George W. Bush

NoOTE: Identical letters were sent to Nancy Pelosi,
Speaker of the House of Representatives, and
Richard B. Cheney, President of the Senate.

Interview With Foreign Print
Journalists
July 30, 2008

The President. Thanks. Looking forward
to my trip. As you all know, the itinerary is
South Korea, Thailand, and then China.
China will be a mix of—South Korea will be
all diplomacy; get a chance to see my friend,
the President; a good discussion about com-
mon issues. I'll see the Prime Minister of
Thailand for a nice dinner. He’ll have some
interesting events related to Burma the next
day. And then, of course, we go into China
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for the Olympics, but there will be a fair
amount of diplomacy while I'm there.

And I'm really looking forward to it—look-
ing forward to it because, one, my good wife
will be going with me and I love to travel
with her. Secondly, one of my daughters is
going with me, which will be fun. And my
brother will be going with me. And in China,
I'll be meeting my father, who will be trav-
eling with my sister.

Q. A big family reunion, Mr. President.
[Laughter]

The President. It sounds that way. Any-
way, I'm looking forward to it; I'm excited
to go. Relations with the three nations that
I have just described are good, strong. My
trip will help advance them, the relations.

And I'll also be giving a speech in Thailand
about our foreign policy in the Far East,
where T will be leaving this foreign policy
in 6 months. I will also remind people that
I will be sprinting to the finish, that T will
finish this job strong. And so, I want to thank
you for coming by and giving me a chance
to visit with you. We’ll go a couple of rounds
here.

Kenneth.

Island of Dokdo

Q. Thank you, sir. It’s a long question and
I'll probably—I don’t know how to put it,
but your strongest allies in Asia are Korea
and Japan, recently on a tug-of-war game
these days over this little island called Dokdo.
And T know it's—Koreans get very upset be-
cause every time

The President. I want to make some news
with you.

Q. Pardon me?

The President. I'll make some news for
you today.

Q. Yes, sir, that would be great—[laugh-
ter]—because, you know, Koreans get upset
over this island because whenever the Japa-
nese mention that—you know, it’s like the
Japanese expansionism in the region and so
on. You know, when the U.S.

The President. Get ready.

Q. Yes, so

The President. Are you ready for some
news?

Q. I am ready for some news, please.
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The President. First of all, this dispute
will be settled by Japan and South Korea.
As to the database, I asked Condi Rice to
review it, and the database will be restored
to where it was prior—7 days ago.

Q. Thank you, sir. That’s big news.
[Laughter] It is news.

The President. It is big news.

Q. Right. And I think Koreans will really
appreciate that, because

The President. Congratulations on break-
ing this. [Laughter]

U.S. Foreign Policy/President’s Trip to
Asia

Q. Do you have some vision regarding to
this, like, U.S.-Korea-Japan sort of trilateral
cooperation when you go to Korea?

The President. Between?

Q. The U.S., Korea, and Japan.

The President. Well, look, part of my—
one of the reasons why it’s very important
for the United States to have an active pres-
ence and to establish good bilateral relations
with the countries in the region is to help
foster good relations between countries,
whether it be South Korea and Japan, or
Japan and China; it’s essential. And it’s in
our national interest that South Korea have
good relations with Japan. And I understand
there’s tensions. I listen very carefully to the
respected leaders.

But first of all, we can’t fix certain disputes;
that will be up to the sovereign governments.
But we can help facilitate dialog. We can
help facilitate understandings. And so I think
it’s very important for the United States to
be very active and have a good, solid pres-
ence and have vibrant diplomacy, which is
what this administration has had.

Part of the reason that I'm stopping in
South Korea prior to going to the Olym-
pics—I mean, one could have attempted just
to go straight to the Olympics, but T want
to come to South Korea—I had just come
from Japan, and it’s all part of making sure
that our foreign policy is active. I would hope
that no President would ever dial us out of
the Far East. Quite the contrary, I think it’s
very important for us to stay actively engaged
in the Far East.

And one such multilateral engagement is
the six-party talks, all aimed at keeping—
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dealing with a very delicate issue, but with
five partners sending the same message to
your neighbor to the north. So it’s part of
a foreign policy vision that’s multilateral in
nature, with strong bilateral relations that
help create an atmosphere in which old
grievances and new issues can be solved in
a peaceful way.

Trade

Q. Are you going to deliver the FTA mes-
sage to Koreans?

The President. Absolutely; delivered it
yesterday. Went to a meeting of the South
Korean-U.S. Business Alliance for a reason,
I went in there to make it clear that this ad-
ministration absolutely thinks it’s essential
that Congress pass the Korean FTA. And I
will deliver it again because I know the Presi-
dent is concerned about whether or not—
you know, he hears talk out of the Congress
and I will assure him that this free trade
agreement is in our interest, in South Korea’s
interest, and that we want to get it done.

Q. Thank you.

The President. Pichai.

U.S. Foreign Policy/Asia-U.S. Relations

Q. Mr. President, you mentioned just now
that in Bangkok you're going to be sending
a message of U.S. commitment to foreign
policy, what your views are, and that you're
going to sprint to the finish. Just, in two parts,
some would argue that during your Presi-
dency, you know, obviously the U.S. is fo-
cused on the war on terror—Afghanistan,
Iran, Irag—and that meant probably in the
views of some that the U.S. was less engaged
in Asia, especially vis-a-vis countering the in-
fluence of China, which has grown; and that
basically your foreign policy has been pretty
much like previous administrations, which
lacked more higher level of proactive stance,
some compared it to the Shultz period. How
would you describe your legacy under your
Presidency for Asia and U.S.-ASEAN rela-
tions?

And point number two, looking ahead with
the changes happening with India growing
stronger, China growing stronger, that’s
going to change the dynamics of the region
and the U.S. is a global player in the world.
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How do you see U.S. role in that region in
the future?

Thank you.

The President. Let me start with the sec-
ond, then you can refresh my 62-year-old
memory for the first. [Laughter]

There’s plenty of room for countries to
work with—the three countries you men-
tioned with other countries in the region in
a constructive way. In other words, I don’t
view the diplomacy as zero sum, it’s got to
be either this country or that country. India
and China and the United States will provide
great opportunities for entrepreneurs, busi-
nesses, throughout the region. And they’ll
provide great opportunities for development
of services and goods that people in our big
markets want. It provides great opportunities
for capital flows that are—foreign direct in-
vestment, which is necessary for economic
development. It1l provide opportunities to
work collaboratively on strong strategic areas,
security areas. One area will be—there’s a
great opportunity for all of us to cooperate
on the environment.

So I view the emergence of India and
China as positives. I think it’s going to be
very important for the United States to stay
engaged—not only with the two nations. If
I were Thailand, I'd be asking, “What about
us. Will you remember other nations?” And
the answer is, absolutely. And one way to do
that—the reason I brought up
multilateralism is one way to stay engaged
is through the mechanisms like the six-party
talks on the Korean issue. Our vision is, once
that issue gets solved, if North Korea
verifiably gives up its weapons, programs,
ambitions, then the six-party talks can serve
as another mechanism.

ASEAN is a place where the United States
can remain—should remain actively engaged
with nations who are saying—say, “Wait a
minute, we’re your friends, as well. Don’t just
focus on the big guys, think about us.”

APEC is another very important group of
nations where we can work in a way that is
beneficial, mutually beneficial. And so peo-
ple may say, “Well, okay, fine, how can
youP”—TI've gone to every APEC meeting,
including the one right after September the
11th, 2001; I'm going to this one, even after
our elections. I'll be semiretired by the time
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I—{laughter]—I'll be still sprinting, but
semiretired.

And in terms of foreign policy in the Far
East, it is mistaken if someone were to say
that my preoccupation was on the war on
terror. You bet I wanted to make sure that
we protected ourselves at home. But that’s
the same sentiment other people have. Sec-
ondly, our foreign policy has been robust in
the Far East. Our relations with your coun-
try, with South Korea, with Japan, and with
China have never been better. And it took
a lot of work to get relations, bilateral rela-
tions, as strong as they are. Not many Presi-
dents could say, in the history of U.S. diplo-
macy, that relations with South Korea, Japan,
China, and Thailand are strong and robust.

A lot of times, if you're friends with one,
you made it hard to be friends with another.
So as a result of a lot of work, a lot of personal
diplomacy, as well as a lot of active engage-
ment throughout our administration, I can
tell you that I am satisfied with the variety
of relationships.

Secondly, we’ve worked on common prob-
lems together. Who would have ever thought
that Japan would have forces in Iraq? Or
South Korea would be alongside a lot of
other nations in Afghanistan?

Q. Need to send more. [Laughter]

The President. Yes. My only point to you
is, is that—or the Taiwan-Chinese relation-
ship and that issue. It’s a very sensitive issue
for the Chinese Government. And people
who study this very closely will see that the
issue is in a better place. And I made it abun-
dantly clear that there was some red lines
for the United States on this issue, that there
would be no unilateral declaration of inde-
pendence, that our policy was still the same.
It’s very important for the President to be
very consistent.

And my only point to you is, is that I'm
very pleased with the state of relations now,
and I recognize it took a lot of work to get
them there. But I feel very comfortable in
telling you that if there is a common prob-
lem, I've got personal relationships with the
leaders where I can sit down and say, here’s
my point of view; what is yours? And if we
have a common problem, let's work it out.
We've had some common problems and
some issues that have arisen, and yet, I will
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tell you that relations are very cordial and
open and honest.

And so—anyway, good question.

Yes, Mr. Li.

China-U.S. Relations

Q. Yes. Thank you very much, indeed,
President, for this opportunity and your time.
And you know that it will be the 30th anni-
versary of establishment of the diplomatic re-
lations with

The President. That’s a true statement.

Q. Yes. And I noted yesterday many min-
isters from your administration attended the
inauguration ceremony of Chinese new chan-
cellory building, Chinese embassy.

The President. Yes.

Q. So plus, youve made important in-
crease in the importance of bilateral rela-
tions. So my question is, how do you evaluate
the current relations, the welcome of the bi-
lateral relations for the last part of 30 years,
especially near the 8 years under your Presi-
dency?

The President. Well, thank you very
much

Q. And which areas do you think two
countries could broaden and deepen co-
operation?

The President. 1 do. First, I will be dedi-
cating a new embassy

Q. Oh yes, I'm sure you will preside over
the new embassy.

The President. I've got a new embassy
going. So, yes, there was a deal here last night
that people in my administration went to. But
I'll just tell you what I'm going to. I'm going
to the embassy—the new embassy opening
in Beijing. Isn’t that interesting, two new em-
bassies open the same year, obviously to cele-
brate the 30th anniversary of what has been
a very important relationship.

It will be at that embassy opening that I
will be joined by my father, who first intro-
duced me to China in 1975. I went to visit
him

Q. And so the friend of Chinese people.

The President. Yes. And so—I spent my
time riding a bicycle around Beijing. And
there was no—there was no high-rises. So
the next time I go as President, and it was
like going into another world. It was—there
were a lot of cars, a lot of skyscrapers.
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Q. And you didn’t bicycle. [Laughter]

The President. I did bicycle. I mountain
biked with the Chinese mountain biking
team, the Olympic team—I rode with the
Chinese Olympic team. As a matter of fact,
I'm going to mountain bike again on the
Olympic—hopefully—on  the  Olympic
course, just to get some exercise. [Laughter]

And so my only point to you is that this
has been an evolving relationship, and we’re
both honoring the 30th anniversary of the
relationship. The fact that both countries are
honoring the 30th anniversary of the relation-
ship shows that—it’s a statement about good
relations. If we had bad relations we wouldn’t
be honoring the 30th. It would be, “Okay,
here comes the 30th anniversary, who
cares?”

But this has got a—opening new embassies
in our respective capitals, and very fine em-
bassies—I.M. Pei did the one here, and I'm
not sure who designed ours, but I know it’s
going to be a great embassy—is a signal of
how important the relationship is.

I mean, we’'ll let the historians evaluate the
difference between what the relationship was
like in the eighties, nineties, but I can tell
you how—my view. One, I've had good rela-
tions with—good personal relations with
Jiang Zemin and Hu Jintao. Secondly, we
have worked hard during my time to put stra-
tegic dialogs in place that broaden and en-
hance the relationship. So Secretary Paulson
has worked with his two counterparts to deal
with economic issues that are—it’s very im-
portant. It’s very important for us; it’s very
important for other nations in the region, by
the way.

And, you know, we're working the cur-
rency issue, or trade issues, or international
property rights—or intellectual property
rights, I mean. And it’s an opportunity for
our two countries, who've got a interesting
relationship, to be able to work through com-
mon problems and to seize common oppor-
tunities.

I've been committed to broadening our
defense cooperation and exchanges. I think
it’s going to be very important for—I know
it’s important for our generals and admirals
to deal with their counterparts. And I be-
lieve, more importantly, or as importantly, we
ought to be getting younger Chinese officers
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involved with younger U.S. officers. Why? To
create a feeling of trust.

You ask how has the relationship evolved.
The crisis of my administration, the first cri-
sis, was the EP-3. And it was like, “Oh man,
this is unbelievable.” And it—I will tell you
and frankly, it took a while to get phone calls
returned and we were just trying to get infor-
mation. And I'm confident that if a incident
like that happened now, there would be a
much more immediate response because
there’s more trust between the two adminis-
trations.

And that’s good for the region. It’s good
for our bilateral relations, and good for the
region. So I would tell you that ours has been
an evolving relationship that is in good, solid
shape. And that’s not to say that—on any of
these relationships, that there needs to be
constant work. An American President has
got to know two things: one, the nature of
the person he’s dealing with, and the nature
of the government he’s dealing with, and the
pressures that government feels. And T've
worked hard to be a sensitive, open-minded
person to that end.

Gregory.

China/U.S. Foreign Policy

Q. Yes.

The President. How are you, lad?

Q. Good, thanks.

The President. Good.

Q. Alot of people in Hong Kong talk about
this. Looking ahead, do you think it’s impor-
tant for the American people to sort of view
China mostly as a strategic competitor or
more as a partner?

The President. 1 would call it a—I
would—I think as we look ahead I would
view it as a management of a complex rela-
tionship, where sometimes our national in-
terests are aligned and sometimes our na-
tional interests are not aligned. They could—
and let me just talk about the economy, for
example. And one reason I call it a complex
relationship is that here in America, trade
with China is not necessarily universally ac-
cepted as good. It is universally accepted as
good in this administration. I mean, free and
fair trade is good for the world, and I believe
it’s good for this relationship. But it is a—
some in America view the advent of Chinese
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manufacturing, particularly at the lower end
of the economic scale, as direct competition
with their own livelihood, thereby making the
relationship complex.

Energy—what’s very interesting is that if
you view China as a market, you want them
to become more robust and more pros-
perous. But in order to do that, China is
going to have to have more energy, and as
China demands more energy, it creates more
global demand relative to a slower growing
supply, means higher prices for us all.

It is a very interesting and important rela-
tionship made complex by globalization, and
their constantly changing internal situation,
particularly when it comes their economy.

I'm sure you've been reading about the
Doha discussions. On the one hand, we’ve
got very good relations. On the other hand,
it was hard to find common ground to get
the Doha deal closed. And so it's—your read-
ers have got to know that there’s opportunity
and there’s challenges. So it’s hard to label
the relationship one way or the other.

I will tell you this: An American President
is going to have to pay very close attention
to relations with not only China but the re-
gion. And I say the region because if it ever—
if the perception is ever that the United
States is fixated only on China, then you're
going to have issues with long-time allies,
people that have been counting on the Amer-
ican support for a period of time.

And so never can the foreign policy be
viewed as zero sum. It’s always got to be
viewed as additive. And my worry for Amer-
ica over time is that we’ve become isolationist
and protectionist. I've spoken about this
quite frequently. Protectionism will be bad
for our own economy and our world econ-
omy, in my judgment. Isolationism will cre-
ate a lot of concern.

And so the United States has got a for-
ward-leaning foreign policy in the Far East,
and we have. When people take an objective
look at this administration, we have been very
much engaged. And I believe I'll be leaving
office with the Far East in as good as shape
as it can be from a U.S. perspective.

Kenneth. You've already had six questions.
[Laughter]
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North Korea/Six-Party Talks

Q. One other issue on this North Korea
nuclear deal. I understand it’s a headache
and you're sprinting as fast as you can, but
the North Koreans doesn’t seem like they’re
keeping up with the pace. [Laughter] So
maybe you could give me some more break-
ing news on this end. [Laughter] What about
the delisting of North Korea from the ter-
rorist list, what about the verification process,
what about the North Korea

The President. No, no, no, no, no. Sprint-
ing is one thing; undermining good policy is
another. And multilateral diplomacy is the
best way to peacefully solve an issue such
as the nuclearization or the weaponization or
the desire to have a nuclear weapon program
by the North Koreans. I will do nothing to
undermine the six-party structure, the credi-
bility of the six-party structure, and our part-
ners.

And therefore, to answer your question,
we are very clear that in order to move for-
ward in the phase that we’re now in—and
this is a phased-in deal—that there must be
verification that we’re all happy with, a
verification mechanism on not only pluto-
nium, but also highly enriched uranium, as
well as proliferation.

0. weapons program as well.

The President. Yes, right. And we will ob-
viously consult very closely with our partners.
This will be a subject of discussion with the
President. And I will be sprinting, but pa-
tient; sprinting, but realistic.

Freedom Agenda/North Korea

Q. Okay. Is the North Korean human—
North Korean refugees, human rights issues
will be discussed?

The President. Absolutely. As you know,
I'm a believer in human dignity and human
rights. T discuss it with all leaders. And I
am—for example, when it comes to China,
we have constantly asked China not to send
people back into North Korea. I want to
thank the South Korean people for wel-
coming their brothers and sisters who have
been able to escape.

Q. It's what they need to do.

The President. Yes, I know.

Q. We thank you for
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The President. It's not easy. We need to
open up—we have opened up our doors. And
the first step—the two things on my mind
now in North Korea are getting rid of the
nuclear weapons program, which, as you
know, can be very destabilizing; when North
Korea fires rockets or tests, it creates rever-
berations around the immediate area. And
secondly, is to recognize—constantly keep in
mind the human rights violations that take
place there.

Pichai.

Burma/Vietnam

Q. Mr. President, again, back to Bangkok,
you were going to mention something about
Burma, questions on Burma.

The President. 1 did, yes.

Q. Obviously it's an issue with human
rights. Burma is a concern for the U.S. It’s
also a concern for quite a number of mem-
bers of ASEAN. But there is a view again
that that’s one issue that’s hindering a more
advanced cooperation between U.S. and
ASEAN as an organization. What's your view
on this, your take on that?

The President. 1 don’t think so. I don’t
think so. I think—I don’t think—matter of
fact, I think our relations are very strong. I
think they've been strong on
counterterrorism and the economy. There’s
a difference about how hard people should
push for democracy in Burma. I'm at one
end of the ledger. And we’ll continue to press
hard.

And I do want to thank the Thai Govern-
ment for its understanding of the refugee
issue, particularly as relates to the border pol-
icy. I think it’s been very wise and very hu-
mane. My message is going to be one di-
rected to the people in Burma when I meet
with some of the activists, and Laura is going
to be meeting with some of the people that
she got to know.

Tell you an interesting story. I included
Burma in my last United Nations address,
and it was a pretty strong statement. And she
was in the audience there at the U.N. And
just as soon as the speech ended she got an
email from one of the activists she had met,
a person that was trying to help deal with
human suffering.
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And T just thought it was interesting world
we're in, in which the speech finishes; the
word gets out; they email back to Mrs. Bush,
or Laura, to thank me as I walked off the
podium. Now, it’'s—my only point to you is
that it is very important for us to—I under-
stand pressures on countries, and I under-
stand different interests. And I always try to
put myself in the other person’s shoes. But
as I do so, I never forget certain basic funda-
mental values. And so we will be—I will be,
and Laura, will be expressing our opinion in
a way that is, I hope, very clear and hopeful
to people. Thailand is a democracy.

Q. We're having some problems.

The President. Democracy is not easy,
right?

Q. Right.

The President. On the other hand, it is
a democracy, and theyll work through an
issue, no question about it. The country next
door to you is not and wants to hear that
people remember them. See, one of my con-
cerns is that we—that America gets so com-
fortable they say, “Who cares; what does it
matter whether or not somebody has got
HIV/AIDS?”

One of the things on ASEAN you ask
about is that part of our AIDS initiative that
I'm going to go sign a bill this afternoon,
which is a firm commitment to dealing with
disease is in Vietnam. Isn’t that interesting?

And my only point will be that we are a
compassionate country amongst a lot of other
things. We are an idealistic country. We act
for—you know, we act—at least this adminis-
tration has—not afraid to make tough deci-
sions if needed, particularly given the world
in which we live, in which there are people
that are willing to kill the innocent to achieve
their political objectives.

But we're also a very compassionate na-
tion. And it’s interesting that a nation—you
asked about ASEAN relations and bilateral
relations—it’s interesting that a nation with
which this country had been at war is now
a country that is receiving HIV/AIDS help
to help deal with a human catastrophe.

My trip to Vietnam, by the way, was a fas-
cinating experience when I went. And it’s an
interesting marketplace economy that’s be-
ginning to grow.

Q. Itis.
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The President. Vibrant. And it provides
great opportunities for people in the neigh-
borhood.

Yes, sir, Mr. Li.

China-U.S. Relations

Q. Yes. President, just a followup question
to my first question. And you know the bilat-
eral relations between China and the United
States had been improved under your Presi-
dency, and now it's—[inaudible]. But what
would be your expectation and predictions
of the future bilateral relation under the new
American administration, Republican or
Democrat?

President Bush. Yes, thank you. Well, the
only thing I can tell you with certainty is what
it’s going to be like for the next 6 months—
sprinting to the finish. [Laughter]

Our relations are becoming more and
more interwoven and—our economic rela-
tions are very, you know, intricate and—you
know, there’s dependency in a way; there’s
a lot of capital gain invested; there’s market-
places; as I mentioned, a strategic dialog that
Secretary Paulson set up—it's constantly
evaluating different opportunities dealing
with the current problems, but also dealing
with strategic opportunities.

I would predict to you that whoever fol-
lows me will have a—will be a combination
of an active engagement with a constant re-
minder of our belief in human freedom and

human liberty.

Olympic Games/President’s Trip to China

Q. My second

The President. That’s your third question.
[Laughter]

0. the Beijing, again, is a very impor-
tant event, not only for China but also for
the whole world. So your stance against po-
liticizing the Olympic games is highly—/in-
audible]—by Chinese people. So what you
would like to convey, your messages and
wishes to the 29th Beijing Olympic games
and nothing special to Chinese people, be-
cause Chinese people has made tremendous
efforts to ensure the Olympic games is a suc-
cessful event—even sometimes they make
some sacrifices.

The President. Yes. Well, our message is,
is that I personally and America respects the
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Chinese people—respect your history, re-
spect your tradition, and I'm honored to have
been invited to the games. And I make the
case to people that by going to the games
and respecting the people, it gives me a—
it gives me credibility with the Government
so that we can deal with common opportuni-
ties and common problems.

And Tl have a bilateral with Hu Jintao,
which I'm looking forward to. I enjoy the
man. I find him to be a straightforward guy;
I'm very comfortable in his presence, and we
will talk about the kinds of issues we always
talk about.

So, for me it’s going to be a real pleasure
to see the Olympics. I'm a sportsman; I love
sports. As I mentioned, I'm looking for-
ward—TI hope I'll be riding my mountain bike
on the mountain bike trail. I'll probably be
taking the easiest route, because the hills
looked quite steep the last time I was there.

And I'm going to go to see some of the
events. As I understand it, I think we've got
a chance to go see the United States basket-
ball team versus China, which ought to be
a pretty interesting event. I bet it's pretty
noisy, as I understand the great Yao Ming—
[laughter]—who plays for my old hometown,
Houston—the Houston Rockets—foot is
healed. T hope so, because it will make it
a very interesting contest.

I look forward to watching the fan reaction
and to seeing good healthy competition. I am
fascinated by the Chinese Olympics teams’
efforts to capture the most medals. I think
good competition is very healthy. Theyre
going to—and so it'll be fun to watch, and
it'll be really interesting to see not only the
sports and to feel the atmosphere of the
Olympics—I've never been to a summer
Olympics before—but also to cheer on my
team, because our objective is to get more
medals than anybody. That’s what competi-
tion is about.

And if we do we’ll be gracious in victory,
and if we don’t we’ll be humble in defeat.
But I will be there as the President of the
country cheering the team when it comes in
the Olympic stadium, going by different
venues, and, just letting them know America
is cheering for them. And so that’s going to
be exciting.
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And as I say, there will be diplomacy.
We're opening a new Embassy. I'll have a
bilateral dinner, a lunch with the President—
a meeting, and then I think his wife and my
wife will join us, so it'll be a nice social occa-
sion. And then there will be the Olympic
committees and all the stuff you're supposed
to do.

Olympic Games/China-U.S. Relations

Q. But what kind of specific events you
would like, you and Mrs. Laura Bush would
like most, and you will watch during the

The President. Yes. Well, I like a lot of
sports. Unfortunately, we're not going to be
there—the most exciting in many ways for
kind of a baby boomer like me is the track
and field. That’s like—that’s it, to watch the
sprinters and the different big events
and

Press Secretary Dana Perino. Get some
tips, get some sprinting tips.

The President. Yes—|laughter]—sprint-
ing tips. That's Kenneth. [Laughter] We're
not going to be there for that. So, you know
what, we’ll see. I'm pretty relaxed about it.
Not every single minute of every day has to
be totally organized, and so I'll be with a lot
of my family and they’re fun to hang around
with. I'm sure we’ll walk around the different
venue sites and just get a sense for the whole
atmosphere of people from all around the
world coming to Beijing to compete in the
Olympic games. That’s going to be a proud
moment for the Chinese people.

And I made a decision not to politicize the
games; this is for athletics. There’s plenty of
time for politics, and I'm confident I'll have
time for politics and, you know—Iook, I've
met with the Chinese President a lot. This
isn’t like once every 4 years you sit down
with the man. I meet with him all the time,
it seems like, at these different forums where
the United States is at the table with a lot
of other nations in the region.

And I have got very cordial relations, and
it’s important to be able to have those kind
of relations, because he’s got to tell me what's
on his mind and I've got to tell him whats
on my mind in order to be able to deal with
problems. And I think when people study my
Presidency and find out how Bush conducted
foreign policy, theyll see I don’t shy away
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from things; I am not a shy person. And if
we have a problem, we can discuss it. And
so the first time I met with your President
at Camp David, first South Korean President
to ever go to Camp David, he came. I knew
there was some potential problems. And I
wanted to put him in a frame of mind, in
an atmosphere where he’d feel comfortable.

President Lee Myung-bak of South Korea

Q. Well, you have a knack to charm other
leaders, and he was fascinated, actually.

The President. He's an interesting guy.

Q. Yes.

The President. He told me a fabulous
story about his—you know, he’s an elder of
a huge church, and they asked him to be an
elder. And he said, “No, I need to park cars
to prove to myself and others that I deserve
it in the first place.” A very interesting story,
I thought.

Air Quality in China

Q. Are you worried about the air quality
in Beijing? [Laughter]

The President. Am 1 worried about it?

Q. Yes, do you worry about it? [Laughter]

The President. I'm sure I can adjust. I
don’t know. I'm going anyway. I mean, I will
be there. And I dont know what it’s like.
The only way to find out is to go. I'm sure
there’s all kinds of stories.

I've read the paper today that the air qual-
ity was down. Who knows what it’s going to
be like? We’ll deal with it.

Yes, last question. I've got to go to the elec-
tronic media, with people who have got beau-
tiful faces. [Laughter]

Chinese Leadership/China-U.S. Relations

Q. Well, continuing to talk about the lead-
ers, the Chinese leaders, what has surprised
you about your dealings over the last 8§ years
with Chinese leadership?

The President. That’s an interesting ques-
tion. One thing that interests me is to watch
China’s leaders deal with the benefits and
challenges of a marketplace. In other words,
this is a country that has got a lot of mouths
to feed and a lot of people to employ.

And they are committed to, in many ways,
marketplace principles, particularly as they
have invited in foreign capital. And it’s been
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interesting to watch them deal with a com-
bination of the need for raw material versus
the—from the foreign policy implications of
dealing with a country that has a lot of raw
material. The classic case is Iran, where I
have spent a lot of time with the Chinese
President talking about the dangers of Iran
having a nuclear weapon, knowing full well
that they need fuel in order to meet their
own internal pressures.

And I'll repeat to you, Hu Jintao has been
very open in many ways about his concerns
and the pressures he feels, as have I. And
I feel comfortable. And by the way, that’s
not easy when there is a language barrier.
And yet, I can report to you that we do have
cordial, relaxed conversations in spite of the
fact that we both have interpreters. It's much
easier when you are dealing with a person
that speaks your own language. Since the
only one I speak is English, it's important
to have English speakers.

But here is a man who I have had some—
I feel comfortable talking about his family,
and he asks about mine. And that may sound
trite to you, but nevertheless it’s a part of
getting comfortable with each other. So I
guess what’s interesting is to—just under-
standing the tensions that an emerging econ-
omy can feel, and particularly given Chi-
nese—the Chinese role in international af-
fairs, for example, their presence in the U.N.
Security Council, Perm 5, which creates in-
teresting tensions.

I would say that there’s been a—it’s just
been interesting to watch, and interesting to
participate with people. I mean, the Taiwan
issue was a very touchy issue for a while,
causing me to say in the Oval Office—that
which is now well-chronicled—that the
United States does not support a unilateral
declaration of independence. Because I
wanted to make sure that our message was
clear, but also that the relationship was in
a way not our relationship, but others’ rela-
tionship with China was in a way that it could
evolve peacefully and constructively.

Okay, guys.

Six-Party Talks/Freedom Agenda/Trade

Q. Mr. President, you mentioned about
sprinting. Bullet points: what if’ you could
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guard—just three points, what is left to be
done in the sprint?

The President. There is a lot left to be
done. One, make sure that the six-party talks
continue to—are you talking about the Far
East, or just in general?

Q. Yes, the region. The region. Six-party
talks, what else?

The President. 1t was—like, total agenda?
There’s a lot.

Q. Sure. But I'm just saying——

The President. But in the Far East—ab-
solutely. Six-party talks is one. Go to APEC
and have a successful conclusion. Meet with
ASEAN nations to leave the relationship in
a solid way. Continue pressing hard on the
human rights agenda, human freedom agen-
da, a religious freedom agenda. There’s three
issues right there.

Ms. Perino. Your free trade agreement.

The President. Yes, free trade agreement.
Absolutely. Concluding a relationship with—
continuing to work with Japan on their de-
fense forces posture, particularly given OEF.
I mean, there’s a lot to be done.

And just to make sure that people under-
stand, the bilateral relationships are vital.
Let’s see, I've been to Japan three times as
President. South Korea is going to be my sec-
ond time; China, four times. I mean, I have
been there a lot. Is that right, four times to
China? Yes.

National Security Council Senior Di-
rector for East Asian Affairs Dennis C.
Wilder. And this is your ninth trip to Asia.

The President. Ninth trip to Asia.

South Korean Athletes

Q. But still you will come

The President. I'm looking forward to it.
You know the thing that amazes me? The
South Korean women golfers. [Laughter]
Look at a women’s—have you ever looked
at the scoreboard?

Q. Yes, sure.

The President. 1t’s unbelievable.

Q. I don’t know

The President. Yes, youre supposed to
know. If you look at the scoreboard, it’s phe-
nomenal. You talk about an excellent athletic
program.

Q. It’s actually a Korean-born, American-
trained.
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The President. You think so? I'm not
sure. I know the woman who won the LPGA,
is that what it was—won the Open is Korean-
born, American-trained. But I'm not so
sure

Q. Mostly they come—like they go to—
school in Florida or Arizona, or something
like that. So they:

The President. All of them?

Q. Like, I would say 80 percent. They
come to U.S. They work out

The President. Okay. But they have got
a pretty—they must have a young girls’ pro-
gram that’s pretty active too, to get people
interested in the first place.

Q. Yes, I think Korean women are much
more disciplined than Korean men. [Laugh-
ter]

Ms. Perino. That’s not just in Korea.
[Laughter]

The President. Thank you all greatly.

Q. Thank you.

The President. Enjoyed it. Thank you,
buddy.

NoTE: The interview began at 1:20 p.m. in the
Roosevelt Room at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to Prime Minister Samak
Sundaravej of Thailand; architect I.M. Pei; former
President Jiang Zemin of China; President Hu
Jintao of China and his wife Liu Yongging; Yao
Ming, center, Houston Rockets; and golfer Ji-yai
Shin, winner of the 2008 women’s British Open.
A reporter referred to former Secretary of State
George P. Shultz. The transcript was released by
the Office of the Press Secretary on July 31. A
tape was not available for verification of the con-
tent of this interview.

Interview With Jei Choon Yun, KBS
TV, South Korea
July 30, 2008

President’s Trip to South Korea

Mr. Yun. You are scheduled to go pay a
visit to Korea next month. And if you have
any particular message to Korean people, let
us know, please.

The President. My message is, one, I'm
honored to come back. I'm looking forward
to visiting with your President; I'm looking
forward to seeing the beautiful country. And
I bring a message of friendship. And we’ve
had a long history together. We've got many
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ties, whether it be economic ties or political
ties or ties of people on both—people who
live here in America that were born in Korea,
and people who got relatives in Korea.
There’s a lot of ties. And we've had good
relations in the past, we’ll have good relations
in the present, and good relations in the fu-
ture.

Island of Dokdo/South Korea-Japan
Relations

Mr. Yun. I'd like to ask you about the—
[inaudible]. U.S. Agency for Geographic
Names recently changed the country code of
Dokdo from South Korea to undesignated
sovereignty.

The President. Yes.

Myr. Yun. From the Korean perspective it
may be seen as an act of acknowledging the
Japanese claim of the ownership of the is-
land. So are you willing to reverse the—re-
store the original name or Korean sov-
ereignty?

The President. First of all, this issue must
be solved between South Korea and Japan.
Secondly, I asked Secretary Rice to review
the data, and I'm pleased to tell you that the
data has been—the whole issue has been re-
stored the way it was 7 days ago.

Mr. Yun. Oh, really? Very good.

The President. Yes.

Trade

Mr. Yun. Thank you very much, sir.

In regard to free trade agreement, do you
have any specific plan to persuade the Con-
gress leadership into moving forward the ap-
proval of FTA within this year?

The President. First of all, the goal is to
get it done this year. I told your President
I would like to get it done this year. I am
pressing hard. I am constantly talking about
the importance of a free trade agreement
with Korea to our interests. Yesterday I met
with important business leaders of the Ko-
rean-U.S. Business Dialogue Council. I, one,
made it clear to them that I am very much
for this; and secondly, I made it clear to them
that we've got to work a common strategy,
that they've got to help us, on Capitol Hill,
move the issue.



