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who told you to tell me they want a common-
sense energy policy right here in Washington, 
DC. And I agree with them. 

Thank you for your time. Thank you for 
our conversation. Appreciate it. Thank you 
all. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:57 p.m. in Room 
350 of the Dwight D. Eisenhower Executive Of-
fice Building. 

Remarks on the Situation in Georgia 
August 13, 2008 

Good morning. I’ve just met with my na-
tional security team to discuss the crisis in 
Georgia. I’ve spoken with President 
Saakashvili of Georgia and President Sarkozy 
of France this morning. The United States 
strongly supports France’s efforts, as Presi-
dent of the European Union, to broker an 
agreement that will end this conflict. 

The United States of America stands with 
the democratically elected Government of 
Georgia. We insist that the sovereignty and 
territorial integrity of Georgia be respected. 

Russia has stated that changing the Gov-
ernment of Georgia is not its goal. The 
United States and the world expect Russia 
to honor that commitment. Russia has also 
stated that it has halted military operations 
and agreed to a provisional cease-fire. Unfor-
tunately, we’re receiving reports of Russian 
actions that are inconsistent with these state-
ments. We’re concerned about reports that 
Russian units have taken up positions on the 
east side of the city of Gori, which allows 
them to block the east-west highway, divide 
the country, and threaten the capital of 
Tbilisi. 

We’re concerned about reports that Rus-
sian forces have entered and taken positions 
in the port city of Poti, that Russian armored 
vehicles are blocking access to that port, and 
that Russia is blowing up Georgian vessels. 
We’re concerned about reports that Geor-
gian citizens of all ethnic origins are not 
being protected. All forces, including Russian 
forces, have an obligation to protect innocent 
civilians from attack. 

With these concerns in mind, I have di-
rected a series of steps to demonstrate our 
solidarity with the Georgian people and bring 

about a peaceful resolution to this conflict. 
I’m sending Secretary of State Condoleezza 
Rice to France, where she will confer with 
President Sarkozy. She will then travel to 
Tbilisi, where she will personally convey 
America’s unwavering support for Georgia’s 
democratic Government. On this trip, she 
will continue our efforts to rally the free 
world in the defense of a free Georgia. 

I’ve also directed Secretary of Defense 
Bob Gates to begin a humanitarian mission 
to the people of Georgia, headed by the 
United States military. This mission will be 
vigorous and ongoing. A U.S. C–17 aircraft 
with humanitarian supplies is on its way. And 
in the days ahead, we will use U.S. aircraft 
as well as naval forces to deliver humani-
tarian and medical supplies. 

We expect Russia to honor its commitment 
to let in all forms of humanitarian assistance. 
We expect Russia to ensure that all lines of 
communication and transport, including sea-
ports, airports, roads, and airspace, remain 
open for the delivery of humanitarian assist-
ance and for civilian transit. We expect Rus-
sia to meet its commitment to cease all mili-
tary activities in Georgia. And we expect all 
Russian forces that entered Georgia in recent 
days to withdraw from that country. 

As I have made clear, Russia’s ongoing ac-
tion raise serious questions about its inten-
tions in Georgia and the region. In recent 
years, Russia has sought to integrate into the 
diplomatic, political, economic, and security 
structures of the 21st century. The United 
States has supported those efforts. Now Rus-
sia is putting its aspirations at risk by taking 
actions in Georgia that are inconsistent with 
the principles of those institutions. To begin 
to repair the damage to its relations with the 
United States, Europe, and other nations and 
to begin restoring its place in the world, Rus-
sia must keep its word and act to end this 
crisis. 

Thank you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:10 a.m. in the 
Rose Garden at the White House. In his remarks, 
he referred to President Nicolas Sarkozy of 
France, in his capacity as President of the Euro-
pean Council. The Office of the Press Secretary 
also released a Spanish language transcript of 
these remarks. 
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Remarks Following Briefings at the 
Central Intelligence Agency in 
Langley, Virginia 
August 14, 2008 

I want to thank the Director, Mike Hay-
den, and D.O. Steve Kappes for hosting me 
out here at the CIA. I get a chance to thank 
a lot of the folks who work out here for their 
service to the country. 

It’s really important for the people who 
work here to understand the significant—the 
significance of the contributions they’re mak-
ing to secure the homeland. The people here 
work long and hard hours. And they’re smart, 
capable, and they deserve the Nation’s 
thanks. 

We also had a couple of briefings, one on 
the war on terror and the other on the situa-
tion in Georgia. Got a lot of folks, smart folks 
analyzing the situation on the ground, and 
of course, briefing us on different possibili-
ties that could develop in the area and the 
region. 

I sent Condi Rice, Secretary of State Rice, 
over there. She’ll be coming back to brief 
me Saturday. I’m looking forward to hearing 
firsthand what she has seen, what she has 
heard. And my call, of course, is for the terri-
torial integrity of Georgia to be respected 
and for the cease-fire agreement to be hon-
ored. 

And we will be working this issue through-
out the coming weeks, and people out here 
at the Agency have been incredibly helpful. 
And I want to thank you very much for your 
hospitality. Thank you, Michael. Appreciate 
you. Thank you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:52 p.m. In his 
remarks, he referred to Stephen R. Kappes, Dep-
uty Director, Central Intelligence Agency. 

Remarks on the Situation in Georgia 
August 15, 2008 

Good morning. I’ve just received an up-
date from my national security team on the 
situation in Georgia. Secretary of State 
Condoleezza Rice is in Tbilisi. She’s confer-
ring with President Saakashvili and express-
ing America’s wholehearted support for 
Georgia’s democracy. 

She will be traveling to Crawford, where 
I will meet her, and she will bring me up 
to date on what she has seen and what she 
heard in Georgia as well as in Paris—I mean, 
in France; she did not go to Paris. Secretary 
of Defense Gates will keep me briefed on 
the humanitarian assistance to the people of 
Georgia. We’re working closely with our 
partners in Europe and other members of 
the G–7 to bring a resolution to this crisis. 

The United States and our allies stand with 
the people of Georgia and their democrat-
ically elected Government. Georgia’s sov-
ereignty and territorial integrity must be re-
spected. Moscow must honor its commit-
ment to withdraw its invading forces from 
all Georgian territory. 

Some Americans listening today may won-
der why events taking place in a small coun-
try halfway around the world matter to the 
United States. In the years since it’s gained 
independence after the Soviet Union’s col-
lapse, Georgia’s become a courageous de-
mocracy. Its people are making the tough 
choices that are required of free societies. 
Since the Rose Revolution in 2003, the Geor-
gian people have held free elections, opened 
up their economy, and built the foundations 
of a successful democracy. 

Georgia has sent troops to Afghanistan and 
Iraq to help others achieve the liberty that 
they struggled so hard to attain. To further 
strengthen their democracy, Georgia has 
sought to join the free institutions of the 
West. The people of Georgia have cast their 
lot with the free world, and we will not cast 
them aside. 

Georgia’s emergence as a young democ-
racy has been part of an inspiring and hopeful 
new chapter in Europe’s history. Europe has 
moved beyond the world wars that killed mil-
lions of people and the cold war that divided 
its citizens between two superpowers. Every 
administration since the end of the cold war 
has worked with European partners to ex-
tend the reach of liberty and prosperity. And 
now, for the first time in memory, Europe 
is becoming a continent that is whole, free, 
and at peace. 

Unfortunately, Russia has tended to view 
the expansion of freedom and democracy as 
a threat to its interests. The opposite is true. 
Free and prosperous societies on Russia’s 
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