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Trench, that offer an exceptional and di-
verse collection of marine life and habi-
tat.

Please provide to me your assessment,
with relevant supporting information, includ-
ing the views of the territorial and local gov-
ernments and other interested parties, of the
advisability of providing additional recogni-
tion, protection or improved conservation
and management for objects of historic or
scientific interest at these islands, coral reefs,
geologic features and surrounding marine
waters.

Because Johnston Atoll and Wake Island
have supported active military bases, and the
other areas in the Pacific include areas of
strategic importance to the United States,
any measures your assessment recommends
should not limit the Department of Defense
from carrying out the mission of the various
branches of the military stationed or oper-
ating within the Pacific and shall be con-
sistent with freedom of navigation and inter-
national law. Please also consider cultural,
environmental, economic, and multiple use
implications of any imeasures you rec-
ommend, including the extent to which they
are compatible, if applicable, with sustaining
access to: (1) recreational and commercial
fishing; (2) energy and mineral resources;
and (3) opportunities for scientific study.

With respect to each of these areas, your
assessment should further identify whether
there are opportunities and mechanisms for
improved coordination of management
among relevant agencies in accordance with
Executive Order 13366 of December 17,
2004.

George W. Bush

Statement on the Situation in
Georgia
August 26, 2008

The United States condemns the decision
by the Russian President to recognize as
independent states the Georgian regions of
South Ossetia and Abkhazia. This decision
is inconsistent with numerous United Na-
tions Security Council resolutions that Russia
has voted for in the past, and is also incon-
sistent with the French-brokered six-point
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cease-fire agreement which President
Medvedev signed on August 12 [16] *, 2008.
The six-point agreement offered a peaceful
way forward to resolve the conflict. We ex-
pect Russia to live up to its international
commitments, reconsider this irresponsible
decision, and follow the approach set out in
the six-point agreement.

The territorial integrity and borders of
Georgia must be respected, just as those of
Russia or any other country. Russia’s action
only exacerbates tensions and complicates
diplomatic negotiations. In accordance with
United Nations Security Council resolutions
that remain in force, Abkhazia and South
Ossetia are within the internationally recog-
nized borders of Georgia, and they must re-
main so.

NOTE: The statement referred to President
Dmitry A. Medvedev of Russia. The Office of the
Press Secretary also released a Spanish language
version of this statement.

Proclamation 8281—National
Ovarian Cancer Awareness Month,
2008

August 26, 2008

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

During National Ovarian Cancer Aware-
ness Month, we remember those whose lives
have been affected by this deadly disease,
and we underscore our commitment to bat-
tling ovarian cancer for the sake of women
around the world.

Each year, thousands of American women
are diagnosed with ovarian cancer. Many will
lose their lives to this disease. Because ovar-
ian cancer is often diagnosed at an advanced
stage, it is vital for women to make regular
visits to their doctors for screenings and to
discuss risk factors and warning signs. Early
detection is the best way to help doctors diag-
nose cancer before it has a chance to spread.
It also makes treatment more effective and

* White House correction.



