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hope to the lives of others, but the life you 
enrich the most will probably be your own. 

I’ve witnessed the amazing phenomena of 
volunteerism throughout my travels in this 
country. At nearly every stop, I make it a 
point to meet a local volunteer selected by 
the USA Freedom Corps at the steps of Air 
Force One. After they get over the initial 
shock of seeing me come off the plane— 
[laughter]—I love to ask them what they’re 
doing; what are you doing to make your com-
munity a better place? 

One such volunteer is a young woman I 
met in Pittsburgh named Kristen Holloway. 
She started a program called Operation 
Troop Appreciation. It started off as kind of 
a small program, just an idea, a desire to 
make a statement. Her group collects every-
thing from DVDs and phone calls—cards to 
musical instruments and sports gear. So far, 
they have sent care packages to more than 
40,000 men and women serving in the 
frontlines in this war against the extremists. 
In every package—[applause]. 

Kristen, we’re glad you’re here. Thank you 
for—by the way, you’re representing a lot of 
people here in this audience and around the 
country who have had—I have had the honor 
of meeting as volunteers at the foot of Air 
Force One. 

I want to thank you all for showing up 
when I show up. Generally, the weather is 
nice; sometimes it’s not so nice. But never-
theless, you’re there with your smiling face, 
and you inspire me. You really do lift up my 
spirits, to meet people who are so dedicated 
that they are willing to take time out of their 
lives to help somebody in need. And I hope 
by getting you on the front page of your 
newspapers, that you inspire others to show 
up and serve America by volunteering. 

But I want to tell you what the—what a 
soldier wrote to Kristen’s group. A soldier 
wrote back after getting one of the packages 
and said, ‘‘My heart soars with pride to rep-
resent a country filled with such wonderful 
people as you.’’ That was the thank you note 
that Kristen’s group got. 

Well, my heart soars with pride as well to 
be in the presence of those who are lifting 
up souls and helping mend hearts. I want 
to thank you for what you’re doing. I am in-
credibly optimistic about the future of our 

country. And the reason I am is because I’ve 
seen firsthand the love and the compassion 
and the decency of our fellow citizens. 

May God bless you. May God bless the 
armies of compassion. 

And now please welcome my buddy Mi-
chael W. Smith. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:21 p.m. on the 
South Lawn at the White House. In his remarks, 
he referred to Patricia Kempthorne, wife of Sec-
retary of the Interior Dirk Kempthorne; and en-
tertainer Michael W. Smith. 

Proclamation 8286—Patriot Day, 
2008 
September 8, 2008 

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
September 11, 2001, was etched into 

America’s memory when 19 terrorists at-
tacked us with barbarity unequaled in our 
history. On Patriot Day, we cherish the mem-
ory of the thousands of innocent victims lost, 
extend our thoughts and prayers to their fam-
ilies, and honor the heroic men and women 
who risked and sacrificed their lives so others 
might survive. 

Since 9/11, we have recognized the threat 
posed by terrorists to the safety of the Amer-
ican people and worked to protect our home-
land by fighting terrorists abroad. We are 
confronting terrorism by advancing freedom, 
liberty, and prosperity as an alternative to the 
ideologies of hatred and repression. Our Na-
tion pays tribute to our courageous men and 
women in uniform serving around the world 
and the devoted members of our law en-
forcement, public safety, and intelligence 
communities at home who work night and 
day to protect us from harm and preserve 
the freedom of this great Nation. 

Seven years ago, ordinary citizens rose to 
the challenge, united in prayer, and re-
sponded with extraordinary acts of courage, 
with some giving their lives for the country 
they loved. On Patriot Day, we remember 
all those who were taken from us in an instant 
and seek their lasting memorial in a safer and 
more hopeful world. We must not allow our 
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resolve to be weakened by the passage of 
time. We will meet the test that history has 
given us and continue to fight to rid the world 
of terrorism and promote liberty around the 
globe. 

By a joint resolution approved December 
18, 2001 (Public Law 107–89), the Congress 
has designated September 11 of each year 
as ‘‘Patriot Day.’’ 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
do hereby proclaim September 11, 2008, as 
Patriot Day. I call upon the Governors of the 
United States and the Commonwealth of 
Puerto Rico, as well as appropriate officials 
of all units of government, to direct that the 
flag be flown at half-staff on Patriot Day. I 
also call upon the people of the United States 
to observe Patriot Day with appropriate cere-
monies, activities, and remembrance serv-
ices, to display the flag at half-staff from their 
homes on that day, and to observe a moment 
of silence beginning at 8:46 a.m. eastern day-
light time to honor the innocent Americans 
and people from around the world who lost 
their lives as a result of the terrorist attacks 
of September 11, 2001. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this eighth day of September, in 
the year of our Lord two thousand eight, and 
of the Independence of the United States of 
America the two hundred and thirty-third. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
11:15 a.m., September 9, 2008] 

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the 
Federal Register on September 10. The Office of 
the Press Secretary also released a Spanish lan-
guage version of this proclamation. 

Letter to Congressional Leaders 
Transmitting a Report on 
Proliferation Detection and 
Interdiction Activities 
September 8, 2008 

Dear lllll: 
Consistent with section 10(b)(1) of the De-

partment of State Authorities Act of 2006 
(Public Law 109–472), I am pleased to trans-
mit the enclosed report on proliferation de-

tection and interdiction activities. This re-
port, prepared by the Department of State, 
includes information on efforts to provide 
proliferation detection and interdiction as-
sistance to friendly foreign countries. 

Sincerely, 

George W. Bush 

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Joseph R. 
Biden, Jr., chairman, and Richard G. Lugar, rank-
ing member, Senate Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions; and Howard L. Berman, chairman, and 
Ileana Ros-Lehtinen, ranking member, House 
Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

Message to the Congress on the 
Proposed Russia-United States 
Agreement on Cooperation in the 
Field of Peaceful Uses of Nuclear 
Energy 

September 8, 2008 

To the Congress of the United States: 
On May 13, 2008, I transmitted a message 

to the Congress transmitting the text of a pro-
posed Agreement for Cooperation Between 
the Government of the United States of 
America and the Government of the Russian 
Federation for Cooperation in the Field of 
Peaceful Uses of Nuclear Energy (the ‘‘pro-
posed Agreement’’), pursuant to sections 123 
b. and 123 d. of the Atomic Energy Act of 
1954, as amended (42 U.S.C. 2153(b), (d)) 
(the ‘‘Act’’). 

In view of recent actions by the Govern-
ment of the Russian Federation incompatible 
with peaceful relations with its sovereign and 
democratic neighbor Georgia, I have deter-
mined that the determination regarding the 
proposed Agreement in Presidential Deter-
mination 2008–19 is no longer effective. Ac-
cordingly, a statutory prerequisite for the 
proposed Agreement to become effective, as 
required by section 123 b. of the Act, is no 
longer satisfied. If circumstances should per-
mit future reconsideration of the proposed 
Agreement, a new determination will be 
made and the proposed Agreement will be 
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