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* White House correction. 

I hope that we all—international community 
need help the Burmese people, and I hope 
to get help to others—international commu-
nity and the U.S. and the European, every 
country. And I hope we can change the gov-
ernment some without weapon in Burma and 
Tibet and other—Zimbabwe—other coun-
tries, so around the world we all need peace 
for—need a change without weapon. Thank 
you very much. 

The President. Thank you all. Thanks. 
The First Lady. Thank you all very much. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:32 p.m. at Gov-
ernors Island. The Office of the Press Secretary 
also released a Spanish language transcript of 
these remarks. The transcript released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary also included the re-
marks of the First Lady. 

Remarks Following a Meeting With 
President Yoweri Kaguta Museveni 
of Uganda in New York City 
September 23, 2008 

President Bush. I just had a very produc-
tive meeting with President Museveni of 
Uganda. He is—he’s been a very strong lead-
er on a number of fronts. First, he’s been 
very helpful in solving regional conflicts on 
the continent of Africa, and I want to thank 
you for your leadership. 

Secondly, you gave me great confidence 
when it came to realizing the proper strategy 
in dealing with HIV/AIDS, because of the 
success in Uganda that showed the rest of 
the continent and the rest of the world how 
strong leadership and a good strategy can ac-
tually save lives in a very substantial way. The 
ABC program was implemented in your 
country; infection rate went from a lot to, 
you know, a much smaller number. 

I also want to thank you very much for 
implementing the Malaria Initiative. There’s 
been over 200,000 [2.2 million] * bed nets 
distributed in your country, Mr. President, 
and that’s because of the leadership of you 
and the organization of your Government. 
And so I thank you for coming by for what 
has been a very productive meeting. 

President Museveni. Thank you, sir. 
Well, I thank President Bush for the support 
he has given Uganda through the AIDS fund, 
for the development contribution. That’s 
how our people are able to get free ARVs, 
antiretrovirals. Many people have access to 
these drugs now. In fact, almost all the peo-
ple that need to have them, have access to 
the drugs, do so now in the case of Uganda. 

You should know that not everybody who 
has got AIDS needs to start on the ARVs; 
there’s a certain threshold of resistance 
below which he should be able to access the 
drugs. And because of the money President 
Bush has provided, and also the money from 
the Global Fund, all our people who need 
to access ARVs do so now. 

Then there’s also the Millennium Chal-
lenge Account, although I don’t fully access 
that money, but we have got a part of it. And 
that one is also very helpful. 

Then there’s the general support through 
the World Bank and other bilateral programs 
like USAID, supporting infrastructure. Be-
cause what we need in Africa is to lower the 
cost of doing business in Africa through in-
vesting in infrastructure and energy and so 
on, so that we can be able to attract FDI, 
foreign direct investment. This is really the 
way forward. And President Bush has been 
tremendous on that. He has actually been 
a very good friend of Africa, and we salute 
him our gratitude. 

I thank you very much. 
President Bush. Thank you, sir. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:57 p.m. at the 
Waldorf-Astoria Hotel. 

Remarks During a Meeting With 
Members of the Iraq Coalition in 
New York City 
September 23, 2008 

President Bush. Mr. President, it is a 
pleasure to be with you, and it’s a pleasure 
to be with nations that have helped your de-
mocracy grow. A lot of people around the 
world have made sacrifices along with the 
Iraqi people to enable a country to emerge 
from the shadows of tyranny, become a hope-
ful example for nations around the world. 
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I applaud your leadership, Mr. President. 
And I want to thank those around the table 
for showing courage and vision and resolve. 
Many of the troops of the countries rep-
resented here have returned home, but they 
have done so on success. And I want to ap-
plaud your steadfast leadership and thank the 
people of your respective countries for mak-
ing the sacrifices so that others can live in 
a free society. 

Mr. President, we’ve still got work to do, 
but there is no doubt that the situation in 
Iraq has changed substantially. There’s no 
doubt that mothers are able to send their 
child to school without fear of carnage. Oh, 
there’s still killers amongst your—in your 
midst, but your Government has been stead-
fast in bringing people to justice who are try-
ing to undermine your democracy. 

So I look forward to working with you. And 
I want to thank you for being here, and I 
thank you for honoring those in this room 
today and the peoples of their country. 

Mr. President. Yes, please. 
President Jalal Talabani of Iraq. Mr. 

President, I am grateful for your kind words. 
And I’m here, on behalf of the Iraqi people, 
to express my deepest appreciation for all 
countries who participated in the breaking 
Iraq from worst kind of dictatorship. 

Of course, noble and responsible nations 
must bear their sacrifice in order to free the 
oppressed and bring citizens from the worst 
kind of dictatorship. Nevertheless, on behalf 
of the people of Iraq, I want to express my 
deepest condolences for your brave soldiers 
and civilians who have lost their lives while 
standing up for our shared values of freedom 
and democracy. 

Thank you, Mr. President, for your brave 
leadership and your decision to liberate Iraq 
from worst kind of dictatorship. And thanks 
for all friends and their countries and Gov-
ernments who participated from the begin-
ning to liberate our country and rebuild a 
new Iraq, a democratic, federated, united, 
independent Iraq, which will help to pro-
mote democracy in the Middle East and help 
peace and security in the Middle East. 

Thank you again, all of you, and you, Mr. 
President. 

President Bush. Thank you all. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 7:08 p.m. at the 
United Nations Headquarters. The Office of the 
Press Secretary also released a Spanish language 
transcript of these remarks. 

Remarks at a Dinner Hosted by 
Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon of 
the United Nations in New York City 

September 23, 2008 

Mr. Secretary-General, this is my eighth 
chance to welcome you to New York, and 
I’m honored to do so. You did mention, I’m 
heading into retirement—[laughter]—but it 
has been a joy to work with you, the staff, 
and many of the leaders here in this hall. 

It is my honor to propose a toast, Mr. Sec-
retary-General, to you and to your hard work. 
May God bless all in the room, and Mr. Sec-
retary-General, may God continue to bless 
you, sir. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 7:45 p.m. at the 
United Nations Headquarters. The transcript re-
leased by the Office of the Press Secretary also 
included the remarks of Secretary-General Ban. 

Remarks to Leaders of the Western 
Hemisphere in New York City 

September 24, 2008 

Listen, thank you all very much for being 
here. I’m joined by leaders throughout our 
hemisphere to discuss trade and prosperity. 
I know they’re going to want to hear about 
the rescue plan that we have submitted to 
the Congress. They can see our legislative 
process is full of give-and-take, that there’s 
ample debate. But I am confident that when 
it’s all said and done, there will be a robust 
plan, and there needs to be. 

Each of the 11 countries here has a free 
trade agreement with the United States or 
one pending before Congress. Free and fair 
trade is in our mutual interests. 

What’s interesting about free and fair trade 
amongst the nations is that the people ben-
efit. For example, the Central American-Do-
minican Republic Free Trade Agreement is 
in its early stages, but trade between partici-
pating countries with the United States is up 
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