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It’s not hard to imagine what fruits our 
compassion will yield 60 years from today. 
We can see it in the faces of Afghan girls 
going to school for the first time. We can 
see them in the proud eyes of Latin Amer-
ican workers providing for themselves and 
for their families. We see them in the joy 
of new African mothers whose babies are 
protected from malaria and HIV. We see 
them in the outpouring of thanks throughout 
the developing world. I’m just so sorry that 
not every American could have been with 
Laura and me and see what we saw in our 
trip to Africa last year. Schoolchildren sang 
songs about America’s generosity. One shop- 
owner, I think who was in Liberia, Madam 
President, painted his stall in our Nation’s 
colors. Tens of thousands of people lined the 
roadsides during our visit, cheering and wav-
ing American flags in gratitude to the Amer-
ican people. 

I’m honored to be the President of such 
a nation filled with people of such generosity 
and goodness. I’m proud to join with all of 
you in ushering in a new era of development. 
This is an historic commitment that we all 
can be proud of, one that will secure a bright 
future for our partners in the developing 
world, one that will make America a better 
place. God bless you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:22 p.m. at the 
Ronald Reagan Building and International Trade 
Center. In his remarks, he referred to President 
Ellen Johnson Sirleaf of Liberia, who introduced 
the President. 

Remarks Following a Meeting With 
President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf of 
Liberia 
October 22, 2008 

President Bush. Madam President, I have 
come to respect you and admire you because 
of your courage, your vision, your commit-
ment to universal values and principles. 
Laura and I had a fantastic experience trav-
eling to Liberia, and we want to thank you 
for your warm hospitality. Yesterday you 
made note of my—of the lack of my talent 
when it came to dancing. But nevertheless, 
I want you to know I danced with joy. 

And no question, Liberia has gone through 
very difficult times; but no question, there’s 
a bright future for Liberia. Liberia’s needs 
the help of the United States and other na-
tions to help make sure children are edu-
cated, to make sure babies are not dying be-
cause of malaria, to make sure there’s an in-
frastructure so that small businesses can 
flourish, to make sure the port is open for 
business. We have been helpful, and we want 
to be helpful in the future. And I’m confident 
in saying to the American people that by 
helping this President and Liberia, we really 
help ourselves in many ways. 

And so I—it’s been a joy to know you. It’s 
been a great experience working with you, 
and I congratulate you on your strong leader-
ship. Welcome. 

President Johnson Sirleaf. Thank you, 
Mr. President. I come on behalf of the Libe-
rian people to thank you for the support 
we’ve received from you, the administration, 
from Congress, from the American people. 
It has enabled us to turn the corner from 
being what was called a failed state several 
years ago to today what we hope will becom-
ing to be one of the emerging democracies. 

We’ve been able to put our economic and 
financial house in order, tackle our debt, 
begin to rebuild our infrastructure, put our 
children back into school—— 

President Bush. That’s right. 
President Johnson Sirleaf. ——bring 

some water and electricity to a country that 
hasn’t had it for over two decades. And so 
we’re just so thankful for the encouragement, 
the support that we’ve received from you. 

I want you to know that the challenges are 
many, but with the continued support of the 
American people and continued support of 
the American administration and Congress, 
that we feel that Liberia can become a post- 
conflict success story. 

We want to say to you that your visit to 
our country is one that goes down in the 
record books—[laughter]—as being one of 
the most enjoyable, not only for the danc-
ing—[laughter]—but for all that you did to 
train our new soldiers—— 

President Bush. Well, thank you. 
President Johnson Sirleaf. ——to put 

our infrastructure in order; and the hope that 
you helped to give to Liberian people that 
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indeed the nightmare is over, and they can 
have a future that’s full of promise. 

So we’re here to say to you we’re very 
grateful. 

President Bush. Thank you. 
President Johnson Sirleaf. Liberian peo-

ple just want to thank you. 
President Bush. Thank you. 
President Johnson Sirleaf. And thank 

her—and thank Laura, especially, who was 
there with you. And we’re just so pleased— 
just tell her. 

President Bush. Thank you, Madam 
President. Thank you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:01 a.m. in the 
Oval Office at the White House. 

Notice—Continuation of the 
National Emergency With Respect to 
the Situation in or in Relation to the 
Democratic Republic of the Congo 

October 22, 2008 

On October 27, 2006, by Executive Order 
13413, I declared a national emergency with 
respect to the situation in or in relation to 
the Democratic Republic of the Congo and, 
pursuant to the International Emergency 
Economic Powers Act (50 U.S.C. 1701– 
1706), ordered related measures blocking the 
property of certain persons contributing to 
the conflict in that country. I took this action 
to deal with the unusual and extraordinary 
threat to the foreign policy of the United 
States constituted by the situation in or in 
relation to the Democratic Republic of the 
Congo, which has been marked by wide-
spread violence and atrocities that continue 
to threaten regional stability. 

Because this situation continues to pose an 
unusual and extraordinary threat to the for-
eign policy of the United States, the national 
emergency declared on October 27, 2006, 
and the measures adopted on that date to 
deal with that emergency, must continue in 
effect beyond October 27, 2008. Therefore, 
in accordance with section 202(d) of the Na-
tional Emergencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)), 
I am continuing for 1 year the national emer-
gency declared in Executive Order 13413. 

This notice shall be published in the Fed-
eral Register and transmitted to the Con-
gress. 

George W. Bush 

The White House, 
October 22, 2008. 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
11:15 a.m., October 23, 2008] 

NOTE: This notice was published in the Federal 
Register on October 24. 

Letter to Congressional Leaders on 
Continuation of the National 
Emergency With Respect to the 
Situation in or in Relation to the 
Democratic Republic of the Congo 
October 22, 2008 

Dear Madam Speaker: (Dear Mr. 
President:) 

Section 202(d) of the National Emer-
gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for 
the automatic termination of a national emer-
gency unless, prior to the anniversary date 
of its declaration, the President publishes in 
the Federal Register and transmits to the 
Congress a notice stating that the emergency 
is to continue in effect beyond the anniver-
sary date. In accordance with this provision, 
I have sent the enclosed notice to the Federal 
Register for publication, stating that the na-
tional emergency with respect to the situa-
tion in or in relation to the Democratic Re-
public of the Congo, and the related meas-
ures blocking the property of certain persons 
contributing to the conflict in that country, 
are to continue in effect beyond October 27, 
2008. 

The situation in or in relation to the 
Democratic Republic of the Congo, which 
has been marked by widespread violence and 
atrocities that continue to threaten regional 
stability and that has been addressed by the 
United Nations Security Council in numer-
ous resolutions, including Resolution 1596 of 
April 18, 2005, Resolution 1649 of December 
21, 2005, Resolution 1698 of July 31, 2006, 
and Resolution 1807 of March 31, 2008, con-
tinues to pose an unusual and extraordinary 
threat to the foreign policy of the United 
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