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indeed the nightmare is over, and they can
have a future that’s full of promise.

So we're here to say to you we're very
grateful.

President Bush. Thank you.

President Johnson Sirleaf. Liberian peo-
ple just want to thank you.

President Bush. Thank you.

President Johnson Sirleaf. And thank
her—and thank Laura, especially, who was
there with you. And we're just so pleased—
just tell her.

President Bush. Thank you, Madam
President. Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:01 a.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House.

Notice—Continuation of the
National Emergency With Respect to
the Situation in or in Relation to the
Democratic Republic of the Congo

October 22, 2008

On October 27, 2006, by Executive Order
13413, I declared a national emergency with
respect to the situation in or in relation to
the Democratic Republic of the Congo and,
pursuant to the International Emergency
Economic Powers Act (50 U.S.C. 1701-
1706), ordered related measures blocking the
property of certain persons contributing to
the conflict in that country. I took this action
to deal with the unusual and extraordinary
threat to the foreign policy of the United
States constituted by the situation in or in
relation to the Democratic Republic of the
Congo, which has been marked by wide-
spread violence and atrocities that continue
to threaten regional stability.

Because this situation continues to pose an
unusual and extraordinary threat to the for-
eign policy of the United States, the national
emergency declared on October 27, 2006,
and the measures adopted on that date to
deal with that emergency, must continue in
effect beyond October 27, 2008. Therefore,
in accordance with section 202(d) of the Na-
tional Emergencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)),
I am continuing for 1 year the national emer-
gency declared in Executive Order 13413.
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This notice shall be published in the Fed-
eral Register and transmitted to the Con-
gress.

George W. Bush

The White House,
October 22, 2008.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
11:15 a.m., October 23, 2008]

NoOTE: This notice was published in the Federal
Register on October 24.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on
Continuation of the National
Emergency With Respect to the
Situation in or in Relation to the
Democratic Republic of the Congo

October 22, 2008

Dear Madam Speaker: (Dear Mr.
President:)

Section 202(d) of the National Emer-
gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for
the automatic termination of a national emer-
gency unless, prior to the anniversary date
of its declaration, the President publishes in
the Federal Register and transmits to the
Congress a notice stating that the emergency
is to continue in effect beyond the anniver-
sary date. In accordance with this provision,
I have sent the enclosed notice to the Federal
Register for publication, stating that the na-
tional emergency with respect to the situa-
tion in or in relation to the Democratic Re-
public of the Congo, and the related meas-
ures blocking the property of certain persons
contributing to the conflict in that country,
are to continue in effect beyond October 27,
2008.

The situation in or in relation to the
Democratic Republic of the Congo, which
has been marked by widespread violence and
atrocities that continue to threaten regional
stability and that has been addressed by the
United Nations Security Council in numer-
ous resolutions, including Resolution 1596 of
April 18, 2005, Resolution 1649 of December
21, 2005, Resolution 1698 of July 31, 2006,
and Resolution 1807 of March 31, 2008, con-
tinues to pose an unusual and extraordinary
threat to the foreign policy of the United
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States. For this reason, I have determined
that it is necessary to continue the national
emergency to deal with that threat and the
related measures blocking the property of
certain persons contributing to the conflict
in that country.

Sincerely,

George W. Bush

NoOTE: Identical letters were sent to Nancy Pelosi,
Speaker of the House of Representatives, and
Richard B. Cheney, President of the Senate.

Letter to Congressional Leaders
Certifying Exports to the People’s
Republic of China

October 22, 2008

Dear Madam Speaker:  (Dear Mr.
President:)

In accordance with the provisions of sec-
tion 1512 of the Strom Thurmond National
Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year
1999 (Public Law 105-261), I hereby certify
that the export to the People’s Republic of
China of two jet mills for fine grinding of
friable or crystalline materials to be used in
the manufacture of spandex fiber and semi-
conductor compounds and one spare beam
centerline that will be exported for repair/
replacement for the continuous operation of
a cargo inspection system is not detrimental
to the U.S. space launch industry, and that
the material and equipment, including any
indirect technical benefit that could be de-
rived from such exports, will not measurably
improve the missile or space launch capabili-
ties of the People’s Republic of China.

Sincerely,

George W. Bush

NoOTE: Identical letters were sent to Nancy Pelosi,
Speaker of the House of Representatives, and
Richard B. Cheney, President of the Senate.

Statement on the 25th Anniversary of
the Terrorist Attack on the Marine
Barracks in Beirut, Lebanon

October 23, 2008

Twenty-five years ago, a suicide bomb de-
stroyed the Marine barracks in Beirut, Leb-
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anon. We remember the 241 American ma-
rines, soldiers, and sailors who lost their lives
in that attack, and we pay tribute to their
families and loved ones. The U.S. forces in
Lebanon were serving as part of the multi-
national force working to bring peace and se-
curity to that country, torn by years of civil
war.

On the anniversary of this unconscionable
attack, we honor the memory of those brave
service men and women through our com-
mitment to succeeding in the war on terror.
We express our gratitude to those serving
abroad to protect America and promote
peace and freedom around the world. And
we reiterate our strong support for the voices
of moderation and justice in Lebanon.

Letter to Congressional Leaders
Certifying the Establishment of a
Registration and Monitoring System
for Defense Articles Provided to Iraq

October 23, 2008

Dear

Pursuant to section 1228(b) of the Na-
tional Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal
Year 2008, Public Law 110-181 (NDAA), 1
hereby certify that a registration and moni-
toring system for defense articles provided
to the Government of Iraq or any other
group, organization, citizen, or resident of
Iraq, meeting the requirements set forth in
subsection 1228(c) of the NDAA, has been
established.

Specifically, I certify that the registration
and monitoring system herein referenced in-
cludes:

1. the registration of the serial numbers
of all small arms to be provided to the Gov-
ernment of Iraq or to other groups, organiza-
tions, citizens, or residents of Iraq;

2. a program of end-use monitoring of all
lethal defense articles provided to such enti-
ties or individuals; and

3. the maintenance of a detailed record
of the origin, shipping, and distribution of
all defense articles transferred under the Iraq
Security Forces Fund or any other security



