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1383 

Week Ending Friday, October 31, 2008 

Remarks at a Signing Ceremony for 
North Atlantic Treaty Organization 
Accession Protocols for Albania and 
Croatia 
October 24, 2008 

President Bush. Welcome. Please be 
seated. Mr. Secretary General, it’s good to 
have you here in the White House. 

Secretary General Jakob Gijsbert 
‘‘Jaap’’ de Hoop Scheffer of the North At-
lantic Treaty Organization. Thank you, 
Mr. President. 

President Bush. Thank you for your 
steadfast leadership and your courage. Am-
bassadors, thank you for joining us. The Am-
bassador of Croatia and Albania are here for 
a special reason. Congressman Engel—I 
think he’s here—[laughter]—right in front of 
us. Congressman, we are so honored you 
have taken time to be here. Deputy Secretary 
England; Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff, Admiral Mullen, thank you for coming. 
Ambassadors, members of the administra-
tion, members of the diplomatic corps, 
friends of freedom: Welcome; we are glad 
you’re here. This is a special moment in the 
hopeful story of human liberty, as America 
formally declares its support for Albania and 
Croatia’s entry into NATO. 

With today’s ceremony, we celebrate two 
young and vigorous democracies seeking to 
assume new responsibilities in a time of ter-
rorism and a time of war. We strengthen 
America’s partnership with nations that once 
found themselves in the shackles of com-
munism. We rejoice in taking a major step 
toward welcoming the people of Albania and 
Croatia into the greatest alliance for freedom 
the world has ever known. 

The United States is proud to have sup-
ported the NATO aspirations of these nations 
from the beginning. Laura and I fondly re-
member our visits to Tirana and Zagreb, 
where we met people who are showing the 
world the potential and the promise of 

human freedom. The citizens of Albania and 
Croatia have overcome war and hardship, 
built peaceful relations with their neighbors, 
and helped other young democracies build 
and strengthen free societies. And the people 
of Albania and Croatia are helping move the 
world closer to a great triumph of history: 
a Europe that is whole, a Europe that is free, 
and a Europe that is at peace. 

The invitation to join NATO is recognition 
of the difficult reforms these countries have 
undertaken on the path to prosperity and 
peace. In return, NATO membership offers 
the promise of security and stability. The 
United States and our NATO allies will stand 
united in defense of our fellow members. 
Once Albania and Croatia formally join 
NATO, their people can know: If any nation 
threatens their security, every member of our 
Alliance will be at their side. 

The road of reform does not end with ac-
ceptance into NATO. Every member of the 
Alliance has a responsibility to enhance, pro-
mote, and defend the cause of democracy. 
I’m confident that Albania and Croatia will 
deliver on their commitments to strengthen 
their democratic institutions and free market 
systems. 

Albania and Croatia’s entry into NATO is 
an historic step for the Balkans. In the space 
of a single decade, this region has trans-
formed itself from a land consumed by war 
to a contributor to international peace and 
stability. America looks forward to the day 
when the ranks of NATO include all the na-
tions in the Balkans, including Macedonia. 
I thank Macedonia’s Ambassador for joining 
us today. We’re proud of the steps you’re 
taking to strengthen your democracy. The 
great NATO alliance is holding a place for 
you at our table. And we look forward to your 
admission as a full NATO member as soon 
as possible. 

Our nations seek a path to NATO—other 
nations seek a path to NATO membership, 
and they have the full support of the United 
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1384 Oct. 24 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2008 

States Government. Today I reiterate Amer-
ica’s commitment to the NATO aspirations 
of Ukraine, Georgia, Bosnia-Herzegovina, 
and Montenegro. The door to NATO mem-
bership also remains open to the people of 
Serbia, should they choose that path. All 
these nations treasure the blessings of liberty 
because they remember the pain of tyranny. 
They share NATO’s solemn commitment to 
defend the free against the unfree, and the 
weak against the strong. 

The lasting strength of the NATO alliance 
is a testament to the enduring power of free-
dom. And the expansion of this alliance will 
lead the way to a safer and more hopeful 
world. On behalf of my fellow citizens, I offer 
congratulations to the people of Albania and 
Croatia on this historic achievement. May 
your children always honor the struggles you 
endured. May the stories of Albania and Cro-
atia be a light to those who remain in the 
darkness of tyranny. And may your example 
help guide them to a brighter day. 

It’s now my honor to welcome the Sec-
retary General to the podium. Mr. Secretary 
General. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 6:10 p.m. in the 
East Room at the White House. In his remarks, 
he referred to Croatia’s Ambassador to the U.S. 
Kolinda Grabar-Kitarovic; Albania’s Ambassador 
to the U.S. Aleksander Sallabanda; and Macedo-
nia’s Ambassador to the U.S. Zoran Jolevski. The 
transcript released by the Office of the Press Sec-
retary also included the remarks of Secretary Gen-
eral de Hoop Scheffer. This item was not received 
in time for publication in the appropriate issue. 

The President’s Radio Address 
October 25, 2008 

Good morning. Americans from all walks 
of life are continuing to feel the effects of 
the financial crisis. In recent weeks, concerns 
about the availability of credit, the safety of 
financial assets, and the volatility of the stock 
market have made many families under-
standably anxious about their economic fu-
ture. 

The Federal Government has taken bold 
action to stabilize our economy. Earlier this 
month, my administration worked with Con-
gress to pass bipartisan legislation that is pro-
viding funds to help banks rebuild capital and 

resume lending. The Federal Deposit Insur-
ance Corporation has temporarily guaranteed 
most new debt issued by insured banks, 
which will make it easier for these banks to 
borrow needed money. And the Federal Re-
serve is launching a new program to provide 
support for commercial paper, a key source 
of short-term financing for America’s busi-
nesses and financial institutions. These steps 
are beginning to show results, but it will take 
time for their full impact to be felt. 

In coordination with the United States, 
many other nations have taken similar steps 
to address turbulence in their domestic mar-
kets. This crisis is global in reach and ad-
dressing it will require further international 
cooperation. So this week, I consulted with 
leaders from throughout the world and an-
nounced that I would convene an inter-
national summit in Washington on Novem-
ber the 15th. 

This summit will be the first in a series 
of meetings aimed at addressing this crisis. 
The summit will bring together leaders of 
the G–20 nations, countries that represent 
both the developed and the developing 
world. And the summit will also include the 
heads of the International Monetary Fund, 
the World Bank, and the Financial Stability 
Forum, as well as the Secretary-General of 
the United Nations. 

During this summit, we will discuss the 
causes of the problems in our financial sys-
tems, review the progress being made to ad-
dress the current crisis, and begin developing 
principles of reform for regulatory bodies 
and institutions related to our financial sec-
tors. While the specific solutions pursued by 
every country may not be the same, agreeing 
on a common set of principles will be an es-
sential step towards preventing similar crises 
in the future. 

As we focus on responses to our short-term 
challenges, our nations must also recommit 
to the fundamentals of long-term economic 
growth: free markets, free enterprise, and 
free trade. Open market policies have lifted 
standards of living and helped millions of 
people around the world escape the grip of 
poverty. These policies have shown them-
selves time and time again to be the surest 
path to creating jobs, increasing commerce, 
and fostering progress. And this moment of 
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1385 Administration of George W. Bush, 2008 / Oct. 27 

global economic uncertainty would be pre-
cisely the wrong time to reject such proven 
methods for creating prosperity and hope. 

Despite the ups and downs that our mar-
kets have experienced in recent months, the 
American people have reason for optimism 
in our Nation’s economic future. Throughout 
our history, we have seen that when Ameri-
cans are given the freedom to apply their tal-
ents and imagination, prosperity and success 
follow closely behind. For over two centuries, 
that principle has allowed our economy to 
overcome every obstacle it has faced. And 
we can all be confident that it will do so 
again. 

Thank you for listening. 

NOTE: The address was recorded at 7:50 a.m. on 
October 24 in the Cabinet Room at the White 
House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on October 25. 
The transcript was made available by the Office 
of the Press Secretary on October 24 but was em-
bargoed for release until the broadcast. In his ad-
dress, the President referred to Chairman Mario 
Draghi of the Financial Stability Forum; and Sec-
retary-General Ban Ki-moon of the United Na-
tions. The Office of the Press Secretary also re-
leased a Spanish language transcript of this ad-
dress. 

Remarks Following a Meeting With 
President Fernando Armindo Lugo 
Mendez of Paraguay 
October 27, 2008 

President Bush. Bienvenidos, Senor 
Presidente, a la Casa Blanca. I am honored 
you are here to visit me in the White House. 
We have had a meaningful conversation, a 
conversation that you would expect among 
people who have a deep desire to serve their 
respective people. 

Mr. President, I’ve been impressed by un 
corazon grande. You care deeply about the 
people of your country, and I have felt that 
compassion. 

I told the President that the United States 
wants to help. We want to help with edu-
cation and health care. We care deeply about 
people being able to work. Our—we believe 
in the social justice agenda. I believe that 
it’s important that the United States be in 
a position to help influence the lives of citi-

zens that simply want a more hopeful day. 
And, Mr. President, it gives me great comfort 
to know that you’re the person with whom 
we can work. 

I’m impressed by the fact that you want 
to take a strong stand against corruption. 
There’s nothing more discouraging than to 
have the government of a people steal their 
money. 

And so we stand with you. It’s—you got 
a hard job. I understand that. But you bring 
the right spirit to the job. And so I want to 
welcome you to the White House, and thank 
you for your conversation. 

President Lugo. First of all, thank you 
very much for the invitation. It is a commit-
ment and a joy to be able to reinforce our 
historic relationship with the United States. 

Many people have asked, ‘‘Why now?’’ 
And I think that it’s particularly important 
to visit President Bush in his last days in the 
White House because we think it’s very im-
portant to impress upon the world the impor-
tance of democratic institutions. 

President Bush. Thank you. 
President Lugo. And also because we be-

lieve that we, as individual people, pass. We 
have written that our personal history is not 
as important as the history of our respective 
peoples. 

In Paraguay, I have entered politics in 
order to change the history of our country. 
We have not come into politics in order to 
get into the smokeless industry that is to steal 
from the people of the country. We came 
in as Christians, because our Christian duty 
is to serve the poorest and the neediest of 
our people. And today, as President of Para-
guay, we’re taking on all of the challenges 
with the greatest serenity possible so that we 
can help our people. 

We are profoundly hurt in our souls by 
poverty, by the exodus of our young people, 
by the lack of education, by people who don’t 
have roofs over their heads. We are pro-
foundly moved by those people. But that pain 
is also impregnated with courage and deci-
siveness. And we have said since the very be-
ginning that if there was anything that was 
to distinguish our Government, it would be 
international solidarity. 

I’ll never forget that when I talked to one 
of our agricultural people, one of the people 
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1386 Oct. 27 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2008 

out in the country, a farmer who said, ‘‘What 
we need is bread. We don’t care if it comes 
from the left hand or from the right hand. 
We just need somebody to give us food.’’ And 
that’s why we’re here, because the Para-
guayans have asked us to be here as President 
to try to recover Paraguay’s dignity as a na-
tion. 

And I told President Bush that we have 
a lot of dreams, collective dreams, but also 
my personal dream. And our dream is that 
Paraguay be known not for its corruption, but 
for its transparency and for its dignity as a 
people and as a country. And we believe, 
we’re convinced, that we will be able to 
achieve that. 

Thank you. 
President Bush. Si. Gracias, senor. Thank 

you, sir. Thank you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:55 a.m. in the 
Oval Office at the White House. President Lugo 
spoke in Spanish, and his remarks were translated 
by an interpreter. The Office of the Press Sec-
retary also released a Spanish language transcript 
of these remarks. 

Remarks Honoring President 
Theodore Roosevelt’s 150th Birthday 
October 27, 2008 

Thank you all. Please be seated. Okay, 
don’t be seated. Thank you all very much. 
Job, thank you for the fantastic performance. 
John Milton Cooper, we appreciate you read-
ing. I had an interesting piece of history 
dropped on me tonight by Mrs. Cooper. 
They met on Capitol Hill when she was an 
intern for Senator Prescott S. Bush, father 
of President 41, grandfather of President 43. 
And we welcome you both here. Thank you 
for coming. 

And of course, it’s good to see President 
Roosevelt. [Laughter] Oftentimes people ask 
me, ‘‘Do you ever see any of the ghosts of 
your predecessors here in the White 
House?’’ I said, ‘‘No, I quit drinking.’’ 
[Laughter] But we just saw one. 

Members of the Cabinet, thank you for 
coming. Former Governor of North Dakota, 
now the Secretary of Agriculture, is with us. 
That last song must have made you feel pret-
ty good, Governor. 

I’m proud to be here with Congressman 
Pete King. Thanks for coming, Congressman. 
I appreciate you and your wife coming. The 
Roosevelt family—members of the Roosevelt 
family are here tonight. We welcome you 
back to the White House; distinguished 
guests: Laura and I are thrilled that you came 
to celebrate the 150th birthday of one of the 
greatest statesmen in our Nation’s history, 
Theodore Roosevelt. I call him Theodore. 
[Laughter] Occasionally call him T.R. 
[Laughter] 

We remember many of our Presidents as 
leaders made for a unique moment in our 
history. President Roosevelt, as John said, 
was a man for all seasons. He was a soldier 
who won the Medal of Honor, a peacemaker 
who won the Nobel Prize. He was one of 
the world’s most daring big game hunters 
and a leading advocate for conservation of 
our country’s natural resources. He was an 
intellectual who sometimes read several 
books a day, as John mentioned. And he 
wrestled here at the White House. 

He was a man who felt at home on a 
sprawling ranch in the West. He believed in 
the importance of a strenuous life of exercise. 
I can relate to that. President Roosevelt also 
was an advocate for simplifying spelling in 
America. During his Presidency, one mem-
ber of Congress said that President Roo-
sevelt’s efforts would create confusion and 
discord in the English language. I can relate 
to that. [Laughter] 

Nearly 100 years after his Presidency, 
Theodore Roosevelt’s legacy still endures 
here at the White House. Laura gave you 
an account of the legacy that still endures. 
He endures in the West Wing as well. Right 
across the door of the Oval Office is what 
was his former office, known as the Roosevelt 
Room. Above the fireplace hangs a portrait 
of the 26th President on horseback during 
the Spanish-American War. That portrait is 
a reminder. When I look at it I think about 
the character and courage that is necessary 
for any President. For the past 8 years, his 
legacy has been an inspiration to me. It will 
be an inspiration to the person who replaces 
me, and it will be an inspiration for all Presi-
dents to come. 

VerDate Aug 31 2005 21:02 Nov 03, 2008 Jkt 217250 PO 00000 Frm 00004 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 E:\PRESDOCS\P43OCT4.031 P43OCT4eb
en

th
al

l o
n 

P
R

O
D

1P
C

60
 w

ith
 P

R
E

S
D

O
C

S
T



1387 Administration of George W. Bush, 2008 / Oct. 29 

We thank you for joining us. And please 
now join us for a reception in the State Din-
ing Room. God bless. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 6:05 p.m. in the 
East Room at the White House. In his remarks, 
he referred to entertainer Job Christenson; John 
Milton Cooper, Jr., professor of history, University 
of Wisconsin-Madison, and his wife Judith; and 
Joe Wiegand, Theodore Roosevelt impersonator. 
The transcript released by the Office of the Press 
Secretary also included the remarks of the First 
Lady. 

Remarks Following a Meeting With 
President Masoud Barzani of the 
Kurdistan Region in Iraq 
October 29, 2008 

President Bush. President Barzani, wel-
come back to the Oval Office. It’s been a 
while since we have seen each other, but we 
have talked on the phone quite frequently, 
and the reason why is because you’ve played 
a very instrumental part in the development 
of a free Iraq. And I thank you for your lead-
ership, and I thank you for your personal 
friendship. 

We had a discussion today on several 
major topics. We talked about the progress 
on the election law and on the hydrocarbon 
law, but we also talked about the status of 
forces agreement, called the SOFA. Presi-
dent Barzani has been a very strong advocate 
of the Iraqi Government passing the SOFA, 
and I appreciate that. 

I informed the President we received 
amendments today from the Government. 
We’re analyzing those amendments. We ob-
viously want to be helpful and constructive 
without undermining basic principles. And I 
remain very hopeful and confident that the 
SOFA will get passed. And, Mr. President, 
you get a lot of credit for your leadership 
on that issue. 

So I’m proud to welcome you back here. 
Again, I thank you very much for your cour-
age and your leadership. 

President Barzani. Thank you very much, 
Mr. President. It’s good that there has been 
another opportunity for us to visit with you 
again. I am here to convey the gratitude of 
the Iraqi people in general and the people 

of Kurdistan in particular, for the brave deci-
sion that you’ve made to rid us of this dicta-
torship. 

We are very grateful for all the brave souls, 
women and men in uniform, who paid their 
dear lives in the process. And we are very 
grateful to the American people and to you, 
Mr. President, for this sacrifice. 

And despite the fact that there remain 
some major problems, we have also to look 
at all the big achievements that have been 
made thus far. Let’s look at the elections and 
the Constitution that has been ratified. So 
these are major achievements that we are 
proud of. And we are determined to solve 
all the problems that still exist, according to 
the Constitution. 

And in terms of SOFA, we do believe that 
it is in the interest of the Iraqi Government, 
it’s in the interest of this country, and we 
have been and we will continue to support 
it and support its ratification. 

Thank you very much, Mr. President. 
President Bush. Thank you, Mr. Presi-

dent. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:37 a.m. in the 
Oval Office at the White House. President 
Barzani spoke in Kurdish, and his remarks were 
translated by an interpreter. 

Proclamation 8311—National Family 
Caregivers Month, 2008 
October 29, 2008 

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
During National Family Caregivers Month 

we recognize and celebrate the many individ-
uals throughout our country who work each 
day to ensure a better quality of life for their 
family members. Through their selfless ac-
tion, these caregivers provide their loved 
ones support and comfort as they age, com-
bat illness, or suffer from disability. 

Our Nation is compassionate, and we be-
lieve in the sanctity of life at all stages. 
Through tireless efforts and inspiring deeds, 
many Americans care for loved ones in need. 
By acting as in-home care providers, people 
across our Nation are helping to ensure that 
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1388 Oct. 29 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2008 

their family members are provided with love, 
comfort, and security. My Administration has 
worked to offer caregivers support and train-
ing. In 2006, I signed the Lifespan Respite 
Care Act of 2006, which established a pro-
gram to help family caregivers get access to 
affordable and high-quality respite care. In 
addition, the National Family Caregiver Sup-
port Program encourages cooperation among 
government agencies and other organizations 
that support and work with family caregivers. 

National Family Caregivers Month is an 
opportunity to recognize those who serve a 
cause greater than self and contribute to the 
well-being of their loved ones. Family care-
givers are soldiers in America’s armies of 
compassion and set an inspiring example for 
their fellow citizens. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
by virtue of the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, do hereby proclaim November 2008 
as National Family Caregivers Month. I en-
courage all Americans to honor the selfless 
service of caregivers who support their loved 
ones in need. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this twenty-ninth day of October, 
in the year of our Lord two thousand eight, 
and of the Independence of the United 
States of America the two hundred and thir-
ty-third. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., October 30, 2008] 

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the 
Federal Register on October 31. 

Proclamation 8312—National 
Alzheimer’s Disease Awareness 
Month, 2008 
October 29, 2008 

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
During National Alzheimer’s Disease 

Awareness Month, we recognize the dignity 
and courage of the men and women living 

with Alzheimer’s disease. We also honor the 
devoted family members and caretakers who 
bring them love and comfort, and we under-
score our dedication to finding a cure for this 
tragic disease. 

Alzheimer’s disease is a brain disorder that 
seriously impairs a person’s ability to function 
normally. Age is the most important known 
risk factor, and scientists are studying the 
role that genetics, education, diet, and envi-
ronment might play in the development of 
this debilitating disease. Through research 
supported by the National Institutes of 
Health and the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs, we are learning more about the disease 
and enhancing the quality of life for those 
affected. In addition, the Department of 
Health and Human Services is improving the 
delivery of home and community-based serv-
ices to people with Alzheimer’s. 

National Alzheimer’s Disease Awareness 
Month is an opportunity to pay tribute to the 
courageous individuals facing this disease 
and remember the precious lives lost due to 
Alzheimer’s. All Americans appreciate the 
strong support and dedication of the families, 
medical professionals, scientific researchers, 
and caregivers who are helping build a soci-
ety that values the life and dignity of every 
person. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
by virtue of the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, do hereby proclaim November 2008 
as National Alzheimer’s Disease Awareness 
Month. I call upon the people of the United 
States to observe this month with appropriate 
programs and activities. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this twenty-ninth day of October, 
in the year of our Lord two thousand eight, 
and of the Independence of the United 
States of America the two hundred and thir-
ty-third. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
11:15 a.m., October 30, 2008] 

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the 
Federal Register on October 31. 
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Remarks at a Graduation Ceremony 
at the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation Academy in Quantico, 
Virginia 
October 30, 2008 

Thank you. Mr. Director, thank you for 
your kind introduction, and thank you for 
your leadership. Proud that you invited your 
wife, Ann, here to be with us. I thank the 
Attorney General for joining us today. Mem-
bers of the FBI Academy staff, distinguished 
guests, family and friends, and most impor-
tantly, members of the graduating class: 
Thanks for having me. 

I am so pleased to be back to the FBI 
Academy and to share with you this special 
day. When you walk across the stage, you 
will receive your badge and your credentials. 
You’ll become special agents of the FBI. You 
will take your place on the frontlines on the 
war on terror. I thank you for stepping for-
ward to serve your country during this impor-
tant time. And on behalf of all Americans, 
I congratulate the class of 08–14. 

This academy has prepared you for the 
privileges and responsibilities of carrying the 
badge. Over the past 20 weeks, you have 
passed rigorous academic and physical re-
quirements. You have spent hours practicing 
your aim on the firing range, combing the 
streets of Hogan’s Alley, and navigating the 
Academy’s ‘‘gerbil tubes.’’ [Laughter] As part 
of your training, you were all forced to en-
dure the sting of pepper spray, which you 
learned wasn’t half as bad as the cafeteria 
food. [Laughter] 

To reach this day of accomplishment, you 
have all depended on the wisdom and advice 
of your instructors. They took a diverse group 
that includes combat veterans, police offi-
cers, firefighters, lawyers, language experts, 
and computer specialists. And they turned 
you into an impressive class of FBI special 
agents. Your instructors are proud of your 
accomplishments, and I know you are grate-
ful for their leadership. 

To reach this day of accomplishment, you 
depended on the support of your loved ones. 
While you were away training for this acad-
emy, some of them were really sweating out 
the training for you. [Laughter] And Rick 
mentioned a lot of you were packing bags. 

I’m thankful you didn’t mention Crawford, 
Texas. [Laughter] And so are you. [Laughter] 

But the point is, America owes your fami-
lies a great debt. And we thank you for stand-
ing by your side—thank them for standing 
by your side during this moment of training 
and the service you’ll be rendering to our 
country. We welcome the families here 
today. 

Members of this class join the FBI during 
a momentous time in our Nation’s history. 
Earlier this summer, the FBI celebrated its 
100th anniversary. Unfortunately, I wasn’t 
able to attend the official ceremony. So I 
asked the Attorney General to speak in my 
place. To be honest, I was somewhat con-
cerned that he might not live up to my high 
standards of oratory. [Laughter] He told me 
I had nothing to worry about. [Laughter] 

The Bureau has come a long way since 
its founding. Over the past century, the FBI 
has grown from a small team of 34 investiga-
tors to a powerful force of more than 30,000 
agents and analysts and support professionals 
serving around the world. The FBI has 
pushed the boundaries of forensic science, 
from mastering the art of fingerprints to pio-
neering the use of DNA evidence. The FBI 
has inspired generations of children to dream 
of joining the force. [Laughter] Sounds like 
I inspired one or two myself. [Laughter] 

In every era, the FBI has risen to meet 
new challenges. When mobsters brought 
crime and chaos to America’s cities during 
the 1920s and ’30s, the G-Men of the FBI 
brought them to justice. When America en-
tered the Second World War, the FBI 
stopped Axis agents from carrying out attacks 
on our homeland. During the cold war, the 
FBI worked long hours to protect America 
from Soviet spies. In all this work, the FBI 
has gained an incredible record of achieve-
ment and has earned the admiration of the 
entire world. America honors all the fine men 
and women who have served in the ranks 
before you. 

As you go forth from this Academy, you’re 
going to write a new chapter in the FBI’s 
storied history. In the years ahead, your as-
signments will be as diverse as the FBI’s mis-
sion: from dismantling organized criminal 
networks, to pulling the plug on online pred-
ators, to making white-collar criminals pay 
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for defrauding hard-working Americans. And 
just as your predecessors adapted to meet 
the challenges of the past century, there’s no 
doubt in my mind, you’ll respond with cour-
age to confront the emerging dangers of this 
new century. 

Those dangers became clear on Sep-
tember the 11th, 2001. On that day, 19 ter-
rorists brought death and destruction to our 
shores. We became a nation at war against 
violent extremists. And we must not rest until 
that war is won. 

More than 7 years have passed without an-
other attack on our soil. And this is not an 
accident. Since 9/11, we have gone on the 
offense against the terrorists abroad so we 
do not have to face them here at home. We 
stand with young democracies in Afghanistan 
and Iraq and beyond as they seek to replace 
the hateful ideology of the extremists with 
a hopeful alternative of liberty. 

Here at home, we’ve transformed our na-
tional security institutions and have given our 
intelligence and law enforcement profes-
sionals the tools and the resources they need 
to do their job, and that is to protect the 
American people. We formed a new Depart-
ment of Homeland Security. We created a 
new Director for National Intelligence. We 
established a program at the Central Intel-
ligence Agency to interrogate key terrorist 
leaders captured in the war on terror. We 
worked with Congress to pass legislation that 
allows our intelligence professionals to quick-
ly and effectively monitor terrorist commu-
nications while protecting the civil liberties 
of our citizens. If Al Qaida is making a phone 
call into the United States, we need to know 
why and to whom they’re calling in order to 
protect the American citizens. 

The FBI has played a vital role in doing 
the most important job that Government has, 
and that is to secure the American people 
from harm. Since 9/11, the Bureau has 
worked with our partners around the world 
to disrupt planned terrorist attacks. Most 
Americans will never know the full stories 
of how these attacks were stopped and how 
many lives were saved. But we know this: 
The men and women of the FBI are working 
tirelessly to keep our Nation safe, and they 
have the thanks of the American people. 

The FBI’s leadership in the war on terror 
has required a dramatic change of mission. 
Before 9/11, terrorism was viewed primarily 
as a criminal matter. The FBI focused more 
on indicting terrorists after an attack than on 
stopping the attack in the first place. For ex-
ample, after the terrorists targeted the World 
Trade Center in 1993, FBI agents succeeded 
in tracking down several of the killers. They 
obtained indictments against them, and they 
put them behind bars. And that was good 
work. But 8 years later, Al Qaida returned 
to finish the job. 

Immediately after 9/11, the FBI made pre-
venting terrorism its top priority. The FBI 
you join today is focused on collecting and 
analyzing intelligence, so we can figure out 
what the terrorists are planning before it is 
too late. Over the past 7 years, we have more 
than doubled the number of intelligence ana-
lysts and translators on the force. We’ve en-
acted the PATRIOT Act to ensure FBI ana-
lysts and investigators have the information 
they need to protect our Nation. We created 
the FBI’s new National Security Branch, 
bringing together divisions responsible for 
counterterrorism and intelligence and coun-
terespionage. 

The FBI you join today is working more 
closely with partners at all levels of govern-
ment. At the local level, we’ve increased the 
number of FBI Joint Terrorism Task Forces 
from 35 to more than 100. These task forces 
bring together Federal and local law enforce-
ment agents. They have helped break up ter-
ror cells in places like Portland, Oregon; Buf-
falo, New York; and northern Virginia. 

At the national level, we created the Na-
tional Counterterrorism Center, where the 
FBI is working side by side with the CIA, 
the Homeland Security Department, and 
other Federal agencies to track terrorist 
threats and prevent new attacks. We created 
the Terrorism Screening Center to consoli-
date watch lists from different agencies into 
one master list. 

At the international level, we’ve deployed 
the FBI to foreign countries to help track 
down the terrorists. Since September the 
11th, the FBI has opened 16 new offices 
overseas. Two of them are in Kabul and 
Baghdad, where hundreds of FBI agents are 
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serving alongside our brave men and women 
in uniform. 

The FBI can be proud of all these accom-
plishments. These changes were difficult, 
and they were necessary. We’ve transformed 
an agency founded a century ago to meet 
the challenges of the 21st century. And 
thanks to the vision and determination of the 
FBI, America is safer today than we were 
on September the 11th, 2001. 

In the midst of this rapid change, we can 
be confident that one thing will never 
change, and that is the character and courage 
of those who carry the badge. We see this 
character and courage in the story of an agent 
named Leonard Hatton. A bomb specialist 
for the FBI, Lenny had investigated terrorist 
attacks around the world. So when he saw 
smoke rising from the World Trade Center 
on September the 11th, 2001, he imme-
diately understood the danger. With com-
plete disregard for his own life, he ran to 
the scene to help others escape. And when 
the towers came crashing down, Lenny died 
beneath them. Earlier that same morning, 
Lenny had told his wife, ‘‘Just another reg-
ular day at work.’’ Well, for a man like Lenny 
Hatton, who always put others before him-
self, it was another day at work. We must 
always honor the memory of this good and 
faithful servant, and we vow that those who 
have given their lives in the war on terror 
shall never have died in vain. 

As new special agents, your charge to keep 
is to carry out this mission. I ask you to de-
fend the values of fidelity, bravery, and integ-
rity that you have learned here at this Acad-
emy. I ask you to carry out your duty to pro-
tect the lives and liberties of the American 
people. If you follow these principles, your 
careers will take you far, this agency will up-
hold its solemn responsibility, and America’s 
security will be in good hands. 

I want to thank you for sharing your grad-
uation with me. I’m inspired by your exam-
ples of service. I wish you all the best in the 
future. May God bless you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:14 a.m. In his 
remarks, he referred to FBI Director Robert S. 
Mueller; and FBI special agent graduate Richard 
Brooks, recipient of the Director’s Leadership 
Award. 

Proclamation 8313—National 
American Indian Heritage Month, 
2008 
October 30, 2008 

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
During National American Indian Herit-

age Month, we celebrate the rich ancestry 
of American Indians and Alaska Natives and 
recognize their many contributions to our na-
tional story. 

Native Americans have enriched our herit-
age and added to all aspects of our society. 
Our country is blessed to have their character 
and strength, and we are especially grateful 
for the generations of Native Americans who 
have answered the call to defend our country. 
During World War II, these brave patriots 
used their native languages to create an un-
breakable oral code. Today, that legacy con-
tinues as Native Americans work to advance 
freedom’s cause. 

My Administration remains committed to 
protecting tribal sovereignty and the right to 
self-determination and to working with tribes 
on a government-to-government basis. To 
help more Native Americans realize the 
dream of home ownership, I signed the Na-
tive American Housing Assistance and Self- 
Determination Reauthorization Act of 2008. 
For nearly eight years, we have also worked 
to strengthen educational opportunities for 
all Americans. In 2004, I issued an executive 
order to help Native American students fulfill 
the challenging standards of the No Child 
Left Behind Act. This order established the 
Interagency Working Group on American In-
dian and Alaska Native Education to improve 
educational programs consistent with tribal 
traditions, languages, and cultures. By setting 
high standards for academic achievement, we 
are enabling more Americans throughout our 
country to pursue their dreams. During this 
month, we honor our native peoples and rec-
ognize them for strengthening the diversity 
of our society. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
by virtue of the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and laws of the United 
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States, do hereby proclaim November 2008 
as National American Indian Heritage 
Month. I call upon all Americans to com-
memorate this month with appropriate pro-
grams and activities. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this thirtieth day of October, in the 
year of our Lord two thousand eight, and of 
the Independence of the United States of 
America the two hundred and thirty-third. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
11:15 a.m., October 31, 2008] 

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the 
Federal Register on November 3. 

Proclamation 8314—National 
Diabetes Month, 2008 
October 30, 2008 

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
Many Americans, of all ages and back-

grounds, are affected by diabetes. National 
Diabetes Month is an opportunity to inform 
individuals about the risk factors, prevention, 
and treatment of this serious disease. 

Diabetes is a debilitating disease that re-
sults from the body’s inability to produce or 
use insulin effectively. Type 1 diabetes, once 
known as juvenile diabetes, usually affects 
children and young adults who are depend-
ant on medication for their lack of insulin. 
The most common form of diabetes is Type 
2 diabetes. Family history and lifestyle risk 
factors contribute to the possibility of devel-
oping Type 2 diabetes. Regular physical ac-
tivity, healthy eating habits, and consultation 
with a doctor can help prevent and reduce 
the effects of this disease. 

My Administration is committed to pre-
venting diabetes and finding a cure for this 
disease. We have provided substantial fund-
ing for diabetes education programs and re-
search initiatives. Through the Department 
of Health and Human Services and other or-
ganizations, the National Diabetes Education 
Program is helping increase awareness 
among Americans about the risk factors of 

diabetes and the benefits of making healthy 
choices. Our Nation must continue to sup-
port initiatives that will help turn today’s re-
search opportunities into tomorrow’s medical 
success stories. 

During National Diabetes Month, we cele-
brate the medical professionals, researchers, 
and all those whose time, talents, and energy 
support the fight against diabetes. Through 
these efforts and enhanced public awareness 
of this serious disease, we will work to con-
tinue to bring the hope of a healthier future 
to more Americans. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
by virtue of the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, do hereby proclaim November 2008 
as National Diabetes Month. I call upon all 
Americans to learn more about the risk fac-
tors and symptoms associated with diabetes 
and to observe this month with appropriate 
programs and activities. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this thirtieth day of October, in the 
year of our Lord two thousand eight, and of 
the Independence of the United States of 
America the two hundred and thirty-third. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
11:15 a.m., October 31, 2008] 

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the 
Federal Register on November 3. 

Notice—Continuation of the 
National Emergency With Respect to 
the Situation in or in Relation to 
Sudan 
October 30, 2008 

On November 3, 1997, by Executive Order 
13067, a national emergency was declared 
with respect to Sudan, pursuant to the Inter-
national Emergency Economic Powers Act 
(50 U.S.C. 1701–1706), to deal with the un-
usual and extraordinary threat to the national 
security and foreign policy of the United 
States constituted by the actions and policies 
of the Government of Sudan. On April 26, 
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2006, in Executive Order 13400, I deter-
mined that the conflict in Sudan’s Darfur re-
gion posed an unusual and extraordinary 
threat to the national security and foreign 
policy of the United States, expanded the 
scope of the national emergency to deal with 
that threat, and ordered the blocking of prop-
erty of certain persons connected to the con-
flict. On October 13, 2006, I issued Executive 
Order 13412 to take additional steps with re-
spect to the national emergency and to im-
plement the Darfur Peace and Account-
ability Act of 2006 (Public Law 109–344). 

Because the actions and policies of the 
Government of Sudan continue to pose an 
unusual and extraordinary threat to the na-
tional security and foreign policy of the 
United States, the national emergency de-
clared on November 3, 1997, as expanded 
on April 26, 2006, must continue in effect 
beyond November 3, 2008. Therefore, con-
sistent with section 202(d) of the National 
Emergencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)), I am 
continuing for 1 year the national emergency 
with respect to Sudan. 

This notice shall be published in the Fed-
eral Register and transmitted to the Con-
gress. 

George W. Bush 

The White House, 
October 30, 2008. 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
11:15 a.m., October 30, 2008] 

NOTE: This notice was published in the Federal 
Register on October 31. 

Letter to Congressional Leaders on 
Continuation of the National 
Emergency With Respect to Sudan 
October 30, 2008 

Dear Madam Speaker: (Dear Mr. 
President:) 

Section 202(d) of the National Emer-
gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for 
the automatic termination of a national emer-
gency unless, prior to the anniversary date 
of its declaration, the President publishes in 
the Federal Register and transmits to the 
Congress a notice stating that the emergency 

is to continue in effect beyond the anniver-
sary date. In accordance with this provision, 
I have sent the enclosed notice to the Federal 
Register for publication, stating that the 
Sudan emergency is to continue in effect be-
yond November 3, 2008. 

The crisis constituted by the actions and 
policies of the Government of Sudan that led 
to the declaration of a national emergency 
in Executive Order 13067 of November 3, 
1997, and the expansion of that emergency 
in Executive Order 13400 of April 26, 2006, 
and with respect to which additional steps 
were taken in Executive Order 13412 of Oc-
tober 13, 2006, has not been resolved. These 
actions and policies are hostile to U.S. inter-
ests and pose a continuing unusual and ex-
traordinary threat to the national security and 
foreign policy of the United States. There-
fore, I have determined that it is necessary 
to continue the national emergency declared 
with respect to Sudan and maintain in force 
the comprehensive sanctions against Sudan 
to respond to this threat. 

Sincerely, 
George W. Bush 

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Nancy Pelosi, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives, and 
Richard B. Cheney, President of the Senate. 

Proclamation 8315—National 
Adoption Month, 2008 
October 31, 2008 

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
During National Adoption Month, we rec-

ognize the compassion of adoptive and foster 
families as we seek to raise awareness of the 
need for every child in America to have a 
safe, loving, and permanent home. 

Adopting a child is a great joy and also 
a great responsibility. Parents are a child’s 
first teachers, and adoptive families can help 
children learn character and values, the im-
portance of giving back to their community 
and country, and the courage to realize their 
potential. On November 15, caring parents 
across our Nation will celebrate National 
Adoption Day by finalizing their adoptions 

VerDate Aug 31 2005 21:02 Nov 03, 2008 Jkt 217250 PO 00000 Frm 00011 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 E:\PRESDOCS\P43OCT4.031 P43OCT4eb
en

th
al

l o
n 

P
R

O
D

1P
C

60
 w

ith
 P

R
E

S
D

O
C

S
T



1394 Oct. 31 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2008 

and bringing home children in need of a 
hopeful life. 

My Administration is committed to help-
ing young people find the love, stability, and 
support that a family can provide. We have 
joined with community and faith-based orga-
nizations to raise public awareness of foster 
children awaiting adoption. With the help of 
the Congress, we are assisting families in 
overcoming the financial barriers to adopting 
children through programs such as the Adop-
tion Incentives Program. In addition, the 
Collaboration to AdoptUsKids project, which 
can be found at adoptuskids.org, provides 
guidance and resources for parents exploring 
adoption. 

During National Adoption Month, we 
honor adoptive and foster parents who have 
shown America the depth and kindness of 
the human heart. Their love and dedication 
inspire the next generation of Americans to 
achieve their dreams and demonstrate the 
true spirit of our Nation. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
by virtue of the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, do hereby proclaim November 2008 
as National Adoption Month. I call upon all 
Americans to observe this month with appro-
priate programs and activities to honor adop-
tive families and to participate in efforts to 
find permanent homes for waiting children. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this thirty-first day of October, in 
the year of our Lord two thousand eight, and 
of the Independence of the United States of 
America the two hundred and thirty-third. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., November 4, 2008] 

NOTE: This proclamation will be published in the 
Federal Register on November 5. 

Proclamation 8316—National 
Hospice Month, 2008 
October 31, 2008 

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
During National Hospice Month, we 

honor the dedicated health care professionals 
and volunteers who help the terminally ill 
spend their final days in comfort and with 
dignity. Hospice care providers and other 
compassionate individuals are a constant re-
minder that the greatness of America lies in 
the hearts and souls of its citizens. 

Americans believe that every person has 
matchless value throughout all of life’s stages. 
Hospice physicians, nurses, counselors, and 
volunteers put this belief into action by using 
their talents and energy to care for those who 
are terminally ill and by providing support 
and comfort to their loved ones. As an alter-
native to traditional services, hospice care 
frequently provides assistance in the home 
so that patients can be surrounded by family 
and friends. Hospice counselors offer guid-
ance to patients, as well as to those close to 
them, as they deal with grief, anxiety, and 
other end-of-life issues. Through these and 
countless other acts of compassion, our Na-
tion’s hospice caregivers lift up souls, offer 
peace of mind, and strengthen America’s cul-
ture of life. 

Throughout National Hospice Month, we 
recognize hospice care professionals and vol-
unteers for their selfless efforts to provide 
physical, psychological, and spiritual assist-
ance to terminally ill patients and their fami-
lies. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
by virtue of the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, do hereby proclaim November 2008 
as National Hospice Month. I encourage all 
Americans to observe this month with appro-
priate programs and activities. I also ask 
Americans to recognize our health care pro-
fessionals and volunteers for their contribu-
tions to helping provide comfort and care to 
those facing terminal illness. 
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In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this thirty-first day of October, in 
the year of our Lord two thousand eight, and 
of the Independence of the United States of 
America the two hundred and thirty-third. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., November 4, 2008] 

NOTE: This proclamation will be published in the 
Federal Register on November 5. 

Proclamation 8317—Veterans Day, 
2008 
October 31, 2008 

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
On Veterans Day, we pay tribute to the 

service and sacrifice of the men and women 
who in defense of our freedom have bravely 
worn the uniform of the United States. 

From the fields and forests of war-torn 
Europe to the jungles of Southeast Asia, from 
the deserts of Iraq to the mountains of Af-
ghanistan, brave patriots have protected our 
Nation’s ideals, rescued millions from tyr-
anny, and helped spread freedom around the 
globe. America’s veterans answered the call 
when asked to protect our Nation from some 
of the most brutal and ruthless tyrants, ter-
rorists, and militaries the world has ever 
known. They stood tall in the face of grave 
danger and enabled our Nation to become 
the greatest force for freedom in human his-
tory. Members of the Army, Navy, Air Force, 
Marines, and Coast Guard have answered a 
high calling to serve and have helped secure 
America at every turn. 

Our country is forever indebted to our vet-
erans for their quiet courage and exemplary 
service. We also remember and honor those 
who laid down their lives in freedom’s de-
fense. These brave men and women made 
the ultimate sacrifice for our benefit. On Vet-
erans Day, we remember these heroes for 
their valor, their loyalty, and their dedication. 
Their selfless sacrifices continue to inspire 
us today as we work to advance peace and 
extend freedom around the world. 

With respect for and in recognition of the 
contributions our service members have 
made to the cause of peace and freedom 
around the world, the Congress has provided 
(5 U.S.C. 6103(a)) that November 11 of each 
year shall be set aside as a legal public holiday 
to honor America’s veterans. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
do hereby proclaim November 11, 2008, as 
Veterans Day and urge all Americans to ob-
serve November 9 through November 15, 
2008, as National Veterans Awareness Week. 
I encourage all Americans to recognize the 
bravery and sacrifice of our veterans through 
ceremonies and prayers. I call upon Federal, 
State, and local officials to display the flag 
of the United States and to support and par-
ticipate in patriotic activities in their commu-
nities. I invite civic and fraternal organiza-
tions, places of worship, schools, businesses, 
unions, and the media to support this na-
tional observance with commemorative ex-
pressions and programs. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this thirty-first day of October, in 
the year of our Lord two thousand eight, and 
of the Independence of the United States of 
America the two hundred and thirty-third. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., November 4, 2008] 

NOTE: This proclamation will be published in the 
Federal Register on November 5. 

Executive Order 13477—Settlement 
of Claims Against Libya 
October 31, 2008 

By the authority vested in me as President 
by the Constitution and the laws of the 
United States of America, and pursuant to 
the August 14, 2008, claims settlement agree-
ment between the United States of America 
and Libya (Claims Settlement Agreement), 
and in recognition of the October 31, 2008, 
certification of the Secretary of State, pursu-
ant to section 5(a)(2) of the Libyan Claims 
Resolution Act (Public Law 110–301), and 
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in order to continue the process of normal-
izing relations between the United States and 
Libya, it is hereby ordered as follows: 

Section 1. All claims within the terms of 
Article I of the Claims Settlement Agree-
ment (Article I) are settled. 

(a) Claims of United States nationals with-
in the terms of Article I are espoused by the 
United States and are settled according to 
the terms of the Claims Settlement Agree-
ment. 

(i) No United States national may assert 
or maintain any claim within the terms 
of Article I in any forum, domestic or 
foreign, except under the procedures 
provided for by the Secretary of State. 

(ii) Any pending suit in any court, domestic 
or foreign, by United States nationals 
(including any suit with a judgment that 
is still subject to appeal or other forms 
of direct judicial review) coming within 
the terms of Article I shall be termi-
nated. 

(iii) The Secretary of State shall provide 
for procedures governing applications 
by United States nationals with claims 
within the terms of Article I for com-
pensation for those claims. 

(iv) The Attorney General shall enforce 
this subsection through all appropriate 
means, which may include seeking the 
dismissal, with prejudice, of any claim 
of a United States national within the 
terms of Article I pending or filed in 
any forum, domestic or foreign. 

(b) Claims of foreign nationals within the 
terms of Article I are settled according to 
the terms of the Claims Settlement Agree-
ment. 

(i) No foreign national may assert or main-
tain any claim coming within the terms 
of Article I in any court in the United 
States. 

(ii) Any pending suit in any court in the 
United States by foreign nationals (in-
cluding any suit with a judgment that 
is still subject to appeal or other forms 
of direct judicial review) coming within 
the terms of Article I shall be termi-
nated. 

(iii) Neither the dismissal of the lawsuit, 
nor anything in this order, shall affect 
the ability of any foreign national to pur-

sue other available remedies for claims 
coming within the terms of Article I in 
foreign courts or through the efforts of 
foreign governments. 

(iv) The Attorney General shall enforce 
this subsection through all appropriate 
means, which may include seeking the 
dismissal, with prejudice, of any claim 
of a foreign national within the terms 
of Article I pending or filed in any court 
in the United States. 

Sec. 2. For purposes of this order: 
(a) The term ‘‘United States national’’ has 

the same meaning as ‘‘national of the United 
States’’ in section 101(a)(22) of the Immigra-
tion and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 
1101(a)(22)), but also includes any entity or-
ganized under the laws of the United States 
or any jurisdiction within the United States 
(including foreign branches). 

(b) The term ‘‘foreign national’’ means any 
person other than a United States national. 

(c) The term ‘‘person’’ means any indi-
vidual or entity, including both natural and 
juridical persons. 

(d) The term ‘‘entity’’ means a partnership, 
association, trust, joint venture, corporation, 
group, subgroup, or other organization. 

Sec. 3. This order is not intended to, and 
does not, create any right or benefit, sub-
stantive or procedural, enforceable at law or 
in equity by any party against the United 
States, its departments, agencies, instrumen-
talities, or entities, its officers or employees, 
or any other person. 

George W. Bush 

The White House, 
October 31, 2008. 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., November 4, 2008] 

NOTE: This Executive order will be published in 
the Federal Register on November 5. 

VerDate Aug 31 2005 10:13 Nov 04, 2008 Jkt 217250 PO 00000 Frm 00014 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 E:\PRESDOCS\P43OCT4.031 P43OCT4eb
en

th
al

l o
n 

P
R

O
D

1P
C

60
 w

ith
 P

R
E

S
D

O
C

S
T



1397 Administration of George W. Bush, 2008 

Memorandum on Assignment of 
Functions Under Section 1265 of the 
National Defense Authorization Act 
for Fiscal Year 2008 (Public Law 
110–181) 
October 31, 2008 

Memorandum for the Secretary of State 

Subject: Assignment of Functions Under 
Section 1265 of the National Defense 
Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2008 
(Public Law 110–181) 

By virtue of the authority vested in me as 
President by the Constitution and the laws 
of the United States, including section 301 
of title 3, United States Code, I hereby assign 
to you the reporting function conferred upon 
the President by section 1265 of the National 
Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 
2008 (Public Law 110–181). 

You are authorized and directed to publish 
this memorandum in the Federal Register. 

George W. Bush 

Digest of Other 
White House Announcements 

The following list includes the President’s public 
schedule and other items of general interest an-
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and 
not included elsewhere in this issue. 

October 25 
In the morning, the President had an intel-

ligence briefing. 

October 27 
In the morning, the President had an intel-

ligence briefing. 
The President declared a major disaster in 

Florida and ordered Federal aid to supple-
ment State and local recovery efforts in the 
area struck by Hurricane Gustav from August 
31 to September 7. 

October 28 
In the morning, the President had an intel-

ligence briefing. Later, at Republican Na-

tional Committee headquarters, he met with 
staff members. 

October 29 
In the morning, the President had an intel-

ligence briefing. 
During the day, the President was briefed 

by National Security Adviser Stephen J. Had-
ley on the situation in the Democratic Re-
public of the Congo. 

The White House announced that the 
President will participate in the United Na-
tions meeting on interfaith dialog on Novem-
ber 13 in New York City, NY. 

The President declared a major disaster in 
the Territory of the U.S. Virgin Islands and 
ordered Federal aid to supplement Territory 
recovery efforts in the area struck by Hurri-
cane Omar from October 14–16. 

October 30 
In the morning, the President had an intel-

ligence briefing. He was then briefed by Na-
tional Security Adviser Stephen J. Hadley on 
the situation in the Democratic Republic of 
the Congo. Later, he traveled to Quantico, 
VA. 

Later in the morning, at Marine Corps Air 
Facility Quantico, the President visited Ma-
rine Helicopter Squadron One hangar, where 
he met with service members and thanked 
them for their service. 

In the afternoon, the President returned 
to Washington, DC. 

The President announced his intention to 
appoint Rachmiel Liberman, Harley 
Lippman, and Jonathan J. Rikoon as mem-
bers of the Commission for the Preservation 
of America’s Heritage Abroad. 

The President announced that he has des-
ignated Daniel Rosenblum as Support for 
East European Democracy (SEED) Program 
Coordinator and Coordinator for Overall As-
sistance and Economic Cooperation Strategy 
for the Independent States of the former So-
viet Union at the Department of State. 

October 31 
In the morning, the President had an intel-

ligence briefing. 
In the afternoon, the President traveled to 

Camp David, MD. 
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The President declared a major disaster in 
Kansas and ordered Federal aid to supple-
ment State and local recovery efforts in the 
area struck by severe storms, flooding, and 
tornadoes from September 11–17. 

Nominations 
Submitted to the Senate 

NOTE: No nominations were submitted to the 
Senate during the period covered by this issue. 

Checklist 
of White House Press Releases 

The following list contains releases of the Office 
of the Press Secretary that are neither printed as 
items nor covered by entries in the Digest of 
Other White House Announcements. 

Released October 27 

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec-
retary Dana Perino 

Statement by the Press Secretary on disaster 
assistance to Florida 

Released October 28 

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec-
retary Dana Perino 

Fact sheet: Ensuring a Smooth and Effective 
Presidential Transition 

Released October 29 

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec-
retary Dana Perino 

Statement by the Press Secretary: President 
Bush’s Participation in the U.N. Meeting on 
Interfaith Dialogue, November 13 

Statement by the Press Secretary on disaster 
assistance to the U.S. Virgin Islands 

Advance text of the President’s remarks at 
a graduation ceremony at the Federal Bu-
reau of Investigation Academy in Quantico, 
Virginia 

Released October 30 

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec-
retary Dana Perino and Council of Economic 
Advisers Chairman Edward P. Lazear 

Statement by the Press Secretary on the im-
prisonment of democracy activists in Syria 

Fact sheet: Confronting the Emerging Dan-
gers of a New Century 

Released October 31 

Transcript of a press briefing by Deputy 
Press Secretary Tony Fratto 

Statement by the Press Secretary on disaster 
assistance to Kansas 

Acts Approved 
by the President 

NOTE: No acts approved by the President were 
received by the Office of the Federal Register 
during the period covered by this issue. 
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