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1399 

Week Ending Friday, November 7, 2008 

The President’s Radio Address 
November 1, 2008 

Good morning. This Tuesday is election 
day. After months of spirited debate and vig-
orous campaigning, the time has come for 
Americans to make important decisions 
about our Nation’s future. I encourage all 
Americans to go to the polls and vote. 

Election season brings out the spirit of 
competition between our political parties, 
and that competition is an essential part of 
a healthy democracy. But as the campaigns 
come to a close, Republicans, Democrats, 
and Independents can find common ground 
on at least one point: Our system of rep-
resentative democracy is one of America’s 
greatest strengths. 

The United States was founded on the be-
lief that all men are created equal. Every 
election day, millions of Americans of all 
races, religions, and backgrounds step into 
voting booths throughout the Nation. Wheth-
er they are rich or poor, old or young, each 
of them has an equal share in choosing the 
path that our country will take. And every 
ballot they cast is a reminder that our found-
ing principles are alive and well. 

Voting is one of the great privileges of 
American citizenship, and it has always re-
quired brave defenders. As you head to the 
polls next week, remember the sacrifices that 
have been made by generations of Americans 
in uniform to preserve our way of life. From 
Bunker Hill to Baghdad, the men and 
women of American Armed Forces have 
been devoted guardians of our democracy. 
All of us owe them and their families a special 
debt of gratitude on election day. 

Americans should also remember the im-
portant example that our elections set 
throughout the world. Young democracies 
from Georgia and Ukraine to Afghanistan 
and Iraq can look to the United States for 
proof that self-government can endure. And 
nations that still live under tyranny and op-

pression can find hope and inspiration in our 
commitment to liberty. 

For more than two centuries, Americans 
have demonstrated the ability of free people 
to choose their own leaders. Our Nation has 
flourished because of its commitment to 
trusting the wisdom of our citizenry. In this 
year’s election, we will see this tradition con-
tinue, and we will be reminded once again 
that we are blessed to live in a free nation 
guided by the will of the people. 

Thank you for listening. 

NOTE: The address was recorded at 7:50 a.m. on 
October 31 in the Cabinet Room at the White 
House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on November 
1. The transcript was made available by the Office 
of the Press Secretary on October 31 but was em-
bargoed for release until the broadcast. The Office 
of the Press Secretary also released a Spanish lan-
guage transcript of this address. 

Remarks on the 2008 Presidential 
Election 

November 5, 2008 

Good morning. Last night I had a warm 
conversation with President-elect Barack 
Obama. I congratulated him and Senator 
Biden on their impressive victory. I told the 
President-elect he can count on complete co-
operation from my administration as he 
makes the transition to the White House. 

I also spoke to Senator John McCain. I 
congratulated him on a determined cam-
paign that he and Governor Palin ran. The 
American people will always be grateful for 
the lifetime of service John McCain has de-
voted to this Nation, and I know he’ll con-
tinue to make tremendous contributions to 
our country. 

No matter how they cast their ballots, all 
Americans can be proud of the history that 
was made yesterday. Across the country, citi-
zens voted in large numbers. They showed 
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1400 Nov. 5 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2008 

a watching world the vitality of America’s de-
mocracy and the strides we have made to-
ward a more perfect union. They chose a 
President whose journey represents a tri-
umph of the American story, a testament to 
hard work, optimism, and faith in the endur-
ing promise of our Nation. 

Many of our citizens thought they would 
never live to see that day. This moment is 
especially uplifting for a generation of Ameri-
cans who witnessed the struggle for civil 
rights with their own eyes, and four decades 
later, see a dream fulfilled. 

A long campaign has now ended, and we 
move forward as one nation. We’re embark-
ing on a period of change in Washington, 
yet there are some things that will not 
change. The United States Government will 
stay vigilant in meeting its most important 
responsibility: protecting the American peo-
ple. And the world can be certain this com-
mitment will remain steadfast under our next 
Commander in Chief. 

There’s important work to do in the 
months ahead, and I will continue to conduct 
the people’s business as long as this office 
remains in my trust. During this time of tran-
sition, I will keep the President-elect fully 
informed on important decisions. And when 
the time comes on January the 20th, Laura 
and I will return home to Texas with treas-
ured memories of our time here, and with 
profound gratitude for the honor of serving 
this amazing country. 

It will be a stirring sight to watch President 
Obama, his wife Michelle, and their beautiful 
girls step through the doors of the White 
House. I know millions of Americans will be 
overcome with pride at this inspiring mo-
ment that so many have waited so long. I 
know Senator Obama’s beloved mother and 
grandparents would have been thrilled to 
watch the child they raised ascend the steps 
of the Capitol and take his oath to uphold 
the Constitution of the greatest nation on the 
face of the Earth. 

Last night I extended an invitation to the 
President-elect and Mrs. Obama to come to 
the White House, and Laura and I are look-
ing forward to welcoming them as soon as 
possible. 

Thank you very much. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:20 a.m. in the 
Rose Garden at the White House. In his remarks, 
he referred to Gov. Sarah Palin of Alaska. The 
Office of the Press Secretary also released a Span-
ish language transcript of these remarks. 

Remarks to White House Staff 
November 6, 2008 

Thank you all for coming. Mr. Vice Presi-
dent and Lynne, thank you for being here 
with us. Laura and I welcome you to the 
South Lawn, better known as Barney’s play-
ground. [Laughter] 

I want to thank members of my Cabinet 
who’ve joined us. We’ve just finished a Cabi-
net meeting, and I gave them—it gave me 
a chance to tell them how much I appreciate 
the good work they’re doing during this crit-
ical time for our Nation. 

I also appreciate the men and women who 
make up the Executive Office of the Presi-
dent for joining us today. Some of you have 
been at the White House for just a few 
months, others arrived the same day that we 
did nearly 8 years ago. You’re the ones who 
can tell that my hair has gotten a little grayer. 
[Laughter] Others here are career employees 
who have been here for 30, or 40, or some-
times 50 years. I can tell that your hair has 
gotten grayer. [Laughter] 

People on this lawn represent diverse 
backgrounds, talents, and experiences. Yet 
we all share a steadfast devotion to the 
United States. We believe that service to our 
fellow citizens is a noble calling and the privi-
lege of a lifetime. 

This is an exciting time for our country. 
Earlier this week, more than 120 million peo-
ple voted for a new President and Congress, 
one of the largest turnouts in the history of 
the country. No matter how we cast our bal-
lots, this election gives us all reason to be 
proud of our democracy and our country. 
And I hope you will join Laura and me in 
congratulating President-elect Obama and 
wishing him the very best for his family and 
our country. 

Just before our inauguration in 2001, 
Laura and I went back to Midland, Texas. 
She was born there, and I was raised there. 
I said that Laura and I would never quite 
settle in Washington. I told them: ‘‘While the 
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1401 Administration of George W. Bush, 2008 / Nov. 7 

honor is great, the work is temporary.’’ This 
is true for many of us here today. This peace-
ful transfer of power is one of the hallmarks 
of a true democracy, and ensuring that this 
transition is as smooth as possible is a priority 
for the rest of my Presidency. We face eco-
nomic challenges that will not pause to let 
a new President settle in. This will also be 
America’s first wartime Presidential transi-
tion in four decades. We’re in a struggle 
against violent extremists determined to at-
tack us, and they would like nothing more 
than to exploit this period of change to harm 
the American people. 

So over the next 75 days, all of us must 
ensure that the next President and his team 
can hit the ground running. For more than 
a year now, departments and agencies 
throughout the Federal Government have 
been preparing for a smooth transition. 
We’ve provided intelligence briefings to the 
President-elect, and the Department of Jus-
tice has approved security clearances for 
members of his transition team. In the com-
ing weeks, we will ask administration officials 
to brief the Obama team on ongoing policy 
issues, ranging from the financial markets to 
the war in Iraq. I look forward to discussing 
those issues with the President-elect early 
next week. 

Offices within the White House are at 
work preparing extensive transition mate-
rials. We’re preparing career employees 
throughout the administration to take on 
added responsibilities to help prevent any 
disruption to the essential functions of the 
Federal Government. 

Taken together, these measures represent 
an unprecedented effort to ensure that the 
executive branch is prepared to fulfill its re-
sponsibilities at all times. As we carry out this 
transition, I know that you will continue to 
conduct yourselves with the decency and 
professionalism you have shown throughout 
my time in office. 

Successful transition is just one of the 
many important tasks remaining in our last 
75 days. To help address the global financial 
crisis, the Secretary of Treasury is working 
endless hours, and I will host an international 
summit here in Washington on November 
the 15th. This will be an historic meeting, 

and I’m confident that you will work hard 
to help make it a success. 

We’ll also keep urging Congress to ap-
prove America’s free trade agreements with 
Colombia, Panama, and South Korea. And 
we will continue to protect this homeland by 
defeating the terrorists and extremists 
abroad, so we do not have to face them here 
at home. 

As January 20th draws near, some of you 
may be anxious about finding a new job or 
a new place to live. I know how you feel. 
[Laughter] But between now and then, we 
must keep our attention on the task at hand, 
because the American people expect no less. 
Earlier this year, I promised that I would 
sprint to the finish. I am keeping that prom-
ise, and I know I have given some of you 
a good workout along the way. As we head 
into the final stretch, I ask you to remain 
focused on the goals ahead. I will be honored 
to stand with you at the finish line. May God 
bless you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:12 a.m. on the 
South Lawn at the White House. The Office of 
the Press Secretary also released a Spanish lan-
guage transcript of these remarks. 

Statement on the National Economy 
November 7, 2008 

Today we received monthly job report 
numbers that reflect the difficult challenges 
confronting our economy. We are in the 
midst of a global financial crisis, and tight 
credit markets have made it harder for busi-
nesses to borrow the money they need to 
meet their payrolls, grow, and create new 
jobs. 

The Federal Government has taken ag-
gressive and decisive measures to address 
this situation. It will take time for these meas-
ures to have their full impact on an economy 
in which many Americans are struggling. But 
in recent days, we have seen some encour-
aging signs. The market for lending between 
banks has loosened considerably, and the 
Federal Reserve’s efforts to stabilize the 
commercial paper market have provided 
businesses with an urgently needed source 
of financing for day-to-day operations. 
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1402 Nov. 7 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2008 

In the weeks ahead, my administration will 
continue working to return our economy to 
the path of prosperity and growth. I will con-
tinue urging Members of Congress to ap-
prove free trade agreements with Colombia, 
Panama, and South Korea, and I look for-
ward to hosting an international financial 
summit with leaders of both developed and 
developing nations on November 15. 

I understand that Americans remain deep-
ly concerned about the challenges facing our 
economy, but our economy has overcome 
great challenges before, and we can be con-
fident that it will do so again. 

NOTE: The Office of the Press Secretary also re-
leased a Spanish language verision of this state-
ment. 

Proclamation 8318—World Freedom 
Day, 2008 
November 7, 2008 

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
On World Freedom Day, we celebrate the 

anniversary of the historic fall of the Berlin 
Wall and honor the brave citizens of East 
and West Germany who helped secure free-
dom and liberty for future generations. 

The Berlin Wall stood as a barrier that iso-
lated the victims of imperial Communism 
and totalitarian power from the promise of 
the free world. Standing in the presence of 
the wall, with an unshakable belief in the 
power of liberty, President Ronald Reagan 
issued a resounding challenge on behalf of 
the free and the unfree alike: ‘‘Mr. Gorba-
chev, tear down this wall.’’ On November 9, 
1989, the citizens of East Germany finally 
triumphed over their Communist oppressors, 
and the Berlin Wall came tumbling down. 
As the hope of freedom spread, the Soviet 
empire collapsed, the Iron Curtain was lifted, 
and Eastern and Central Europe were liber-
ated from decades of cruel tyranny. 

The Cold War demonstrated once again 
that freedom is precious and cannot be taken 
for granted, that evil is real and must be con-
fronted, and that if they are allowed to do 
so, harsh rulers will subjugate others in the 
name of hateful ideologies. History has also 

proven that the transformative power of lib-
erty overcomes this oppression. Today, many 
former Communist countries are using their 
sovereignty to aid the rise of other young de-
mocracies and to shine the light of con-
science on human rights abuses. Our belief 
in the universality of freedom is challenged 
time and again, but we continue to go for-
ward with confidence that free nations will 
always prevail over the enemies of liberty, 
peace, and justice. 

On World Freedom Day, we are reminded 
that injustice overseas can threaten our way 
of life at home, and we renew our commit-
ment to helping those who suffer under the 
weight of oppression. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
by virtue of the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, do hereby proclaim November 9, 
2008, as World Freedom Day. I call upon 
the people of the United States to observe 
this day with appropriate ceremonies and ac-
tivities, reaffirming our dedication to free-
dom and democracy. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this seventh day of November, in 
the year of our Lord two thousand eight, and 
of the Independence of the United States of 
America the two hundred and thirty-third. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., November 10, 2008] 

NOTE: This proclamation will be published in the 
Federal Register on November 12. 

Digest of Other 
White House Announcements 

The following list includes the President’s public 
schedule and other items of general interest an-
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and 
not included elsewhere in this issue. 

November 1 
In the morning, at Camp David, MD, the 

President had an intelligence briefing. 
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1403 Administration of George W. Bush, 2008 

November 2 
In the afternoon, the President returned 

to Washington, DC. 
November 3 

In the morning, the President had an intel-
ligence briefing. 
November 4 

In the morning, the President had an intel-
ligence briefing. 

In the evening, in the Old Family Dining 
Room, the President hosted a birthday din-
ner for Mrs. Bush. Then, in the Residence, 
he, Mrs. Bush, and senior White House staff 
members watched coverage of the election 
results. 

Later in the evening, the President had 
a telephone conversation with President- 
elect Barack Obama to congratulate him on 
his election victory. He then had a telephone 
conversation with Republican Presidential 
candidate John McCain to congratulate him 
on his campaign. 
November 5 

In the morning, the President had an intel-
ligence briefing. 
November 6 

In the morning, the President had an intel-
ligence briefing. Later, in the Cabinet Room, 
he met with Cabinet members. 
November 7 

In the morning, the President had an intel-
ligence briefing. 

Nominations 
Submitted to the Senate 

NOTE: No nominations were submitted to the 
Senate during the period covered by this issue. 

Checklist 
of White House Press Releases 

The following list contains releases of the Office 
of the Press Secretary that are neither printed as 
items nor covered by entries in the Digest of 
Other White House Announcements. 

Released November 3 

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec-
retary Dana Perino 

Released November 6 

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec-
retary Dana Perino 

Released November 7 

Transcript of a press briefing by Deputy 
Press Secretary Tony Fratto 

Fact Sheet: President Bush Has Provided 
Unprecedented Support for Our Veterans 

Acts Approved 
by the President 

NOTE: No acts approved by the President were 
received by the Office of the Federal Register 
during the period covered by this issue. 
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