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could not succeed in doing so without essen-
tial partnerships with urban communities to 
supply, sell, and deliver finished products 
across our country and around the world. 
These cooperative efforts help to create a 
prosperous future for our citizens and people 
everywhere. 

Since 2001, my Administration has been 
committed to strengthening our agricultural 
sector, and we have worked to create an envi-
ronment that will stimulate growth by open-
ing new markets, encouraging free and fair 
trade, and keeping taxes low. As we celebrate 
this week, we recognize the vital work of 
farmers and ranchers, and we pay tribute to 
all those who strengthen the relationships be-
tween our rural and urban communities. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
by virtue of the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, do hereby proclaim November 21 
through November 27, 2008, as National 
Farm-City Week. I encourage all Americans 
to join in recognizing farmers, ranchers, and 
all those who contribute to the strength of 
America’s agricultural industry. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this nineteenth day of November, 
in the year of our Lord two thousand eight, 
and of the Independence of the United 
States of America the two hundred and thir-
ty-third. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., November 21, 2008] 

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the 
Federal Register on November 24. 

Proclamation 8321—National Family 
Week, 2008 
November 20, 2008 

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
During National Family Week, we reflect 

on the important values and character that 
families instill in their children and in our 
society. 

Families offer a stable and nurturing envi-
ronment for children by providing support 
and comfort. A child’s parents, siblings, 
grandparents, aunts and uncles, and other 
family members show them love and teach 
them right from wrong. Strong families set 
a positive example and help young people 
grow into compassionate and responsible citi-
zens. 

My Administration believes families 
strengthen our communities and help shape 
the character and future of our Nation. Over 
the years, we have demonstrated our deeply 
held commitment to supporting America’s 
families by signing laws that respect the sanc-
tity of life, lower taxes, double the child tax 
credit, reduce the marriage penalty, and em-
power parents to make choices about their 
children’s education. In addition, the Help-
ing America’s Youth initiative, led by First 
Lady Laura Bush, is dedicated to raising 
awareness about the importance of positive 
youth development by keeping children con-
nected to family, school, and community. 

National Family Week is also a time to 
show our appreciation to our Nation’s mili-
tary families. We recognize their sacrifices, 
and we pray for their loved ones in the 
Armed Forces who are laying a foundation 
of peace for future generations. We owe a 
debt of gratitude to the brave men and 
women who have answered the call to serve 
our country and their families who support 
them. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
by virtue of the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, do hereby proclaim November 23 
through November 29, 2008, as National 
Family Week. I invite the States, commu-
nities, and all the people of the United States 
to join together in observing this week with 
appropriate ceremonies and activities to 
honor our Nation’s families. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this twentieth day of November, in 
the year of our Lord two thousand eight, and 
of the Independence of the United States of 
America the two hundred and thirty-third. 

George W. Bush 
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[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., November 21, 2008] 

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the 
Federal Register on November 24. 

Message to the Senate Transmitting 
the Rwanda-United States Treaty 
Concerning the Encouragement and 
Reciprocal Protection of Investment 
November 20, 2008 

To the Senate of the United States: 
I transmit herewith, with a view to receiv-

ing the advice and consent of the Senate to 
ratification, the Treaty between the Govern-
ment of the United States of America and 
the Government of the Republic of Rwanda 
Concerning the Encouragement and Recip-
rocal Protection of Investment, signed at 
Kigali on February 19, 2008. I transmit also, 
for the information of the Senate, the report 
prepared by the Department of State with 
respect to the Treaty. 

This is the first bilateral investment treaty 
(BIT) concluded between the United States 
and a sub-Saharan African country since 
1998. The Treaty will help to promote cross- 
border investment by providing legal protec-
tions for investors of each country for their 
investments in the other country. The Treaty 
underscores the shared commitment of both 
countries to open investment and trade poli-
cies. 

Rwanda has opened its economy, im-
proved its business climate, and embraced 
trade and investment as a means to boost 
economic development and help alleviate 
poverty. The U.S.-Rwanda BIT will reinforce 
these efforts. 

The Treaty is fully consistent with U.S. 
policy to secure protections for U.S. invest-
ment abroad and to welcome foreign invest-
ment in the United States. Under this Treaty, 
the Parties agree to accord national treat-
ment and most-favored-nation treatment to 
investments. They also agree to customary 
international law standards for expropriation 
and for the minimum standard of treatment. 
The Treaty includes detailed provisions re-
garding the payment of prompt, adequate, 
and effective compensation in the event of 
expropriation; free transfer of funds related 

to investment; freedom of investment from 
specified performance requirements; prohi-
bitions on nationality based restrictions for 
the hiring of senior managers; and the oppor-
tunity for investors to resolve disputes with 
a host government through international ar-
bitration. The Treaty also includes extensive 
transparency obligations with respect to na-
tional laws and regulations and commitments 
to transparency in dispute settlement. The 
Parties also recognize that it is inappropriate 
to encourage investment by weakening or re-
ducing the protections afforded in domestic 
environmental and labor laws. 

I recommend that the Senate give early 
and favorable consideration to the Treaty and 
give its advice and consent to ratification. 

George W. Bush 

The White House, 
November 20, 2008. 

Memorandum on the Proposed 
Agreement for Cooperation Between 
the Government of the United States 
of America and the Government of 
the United Arab Emirates 
Concerning Peaceful Uses of Nuclear 
Energy 
November 14, 2008 

Presidential Determination No. 2009–7 

Memorandum for the Secretary of State and 
the Secretary of Energy 

Subject: Proposed Agreement for 
Cooperation Between the Government of 
the United States of America and the 
Government of the United Arab Emirates 
Concerning Peaceful Uses of Nuclear 
Energy 

I have considered the proposed Agree-
ment for Cooperation Between the Govern-
ment of the United States of America and 
the Government of the United Arab Emir-
ates Concerning Peaceful Uses of Nuclear 
Energy, along with the views, recommenda-
tions, and statements of the interested agen-
cies. 

I have determined that the performance 
of the Agreement will promote, and will not 
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