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Nations must expedite sending troops, peace-
keepers, to provide security for the people.
That’s what they want; they want to be able
to have a secure life, and that we’ll help.

The United States continues to stand at
the ready to provide airlift. The pace of ac-
tion out of the United Nations is too slow.
We support the mediation process by the
A.U.-U.N. mediator. In other words, we rec-
ognize in order for there to be peace in
Darfur that parties must come to the table
in good faith and solve the problems.

And finally, it’s very important for Presi-
dent Bashir of Sudan to know that he cannot
escape accountability; that if he so choose,
he could change people’s lives—the condi-
tion of people’s lives very quickly.

I've appointed a Special Envoy to Sudan
to help put pressure on the Government. The
United States must continue to rally the
international community to put pressure on
the Government as well. The urgency of the
situation is never more apparent than when
I had the honor of visiting with this brave
soul.

And so I welcome you to the Oval Office.
And T welcome any comments you want to
make.

Halima Bashir. Yes, of course. Thank you
very much for the President to invite me to
the White House. And I think this is—I'm
very happy because now Darfur victims’
voices is heard in the White House and to
the American people and to the world. And
I think the President, the message I send to
him is going to do more work in Darfur to
handle the situation, and to—[inaudible]—
and the ICC ruling and just to stop the geno-
cide and the crisis in Darfur. Because now
more than 5 years, and we do not need to
wait anymore. We need real action.

And thank you very much.

The President. Thank you very much.
Thank you all.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 1:27 p.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Djibril Yipene Bassole, Joint AU-
UN Mediator for Darfur; President Umar Hassan
Ahmad al-Bashir of Sudan; and Ambassador Rich-
ard S. Williamson, U.S. Special Envoy to Sudan.
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Remarks Following a Discussion on
Drug Use Reduction
December 11, 2008

I've just had an extraordinary discussion
with a group of our fellow citizens; some are
pastors, some are ex-cons, some are baseball
players, some are docs, some are community
activists, all who have come together to talk
about a comprehensive strategy to deal with
drug use in America.

And our strategy is threefold: one, reduce
demand, interdict supply, and then help peo-
ple who have become addicts. And we're
making progress. No question, there’s still
work to do in America, but we are making
progress. And one way to note the progress
is this statistic: Since 2001, teenage drug use
has declined by 25 percent; that means
900,000 fewer teens on drugs.

The strategy can be measured. The imple-
mentation requires understanding that grass-
roots activists—for example, like the faith
community—can play an integral work in
working alongside government to achieve our
objectives. The Admiral here has—Admiral
Allen, Commandant of the Coast Guard, re-
ported about our interdiction efforts—that
we've been making great progress at inter-
dicting, for example, cocaine being trafficked
primarily out of South America and Central
America into our country.

And finally T am pleased that the Access
to Recovery program and programs like that
are vibrant and active, which basically says
to an addict: If you so choose, you can re-
deem your health, redeem your money at a
place of love in the faith community.

Lives are changing. People’s lives are
being saved. I say government is justice, gov-
ernment is law and—but government must
not fear places of love. And so this has been
a positive report and a great meeting, and
I want to thank you all for coming. More
importantly, I want to thank you for being
citizens, and not spectators—people who
have decided to do something about your
personal lives, as well as the lives of those
in your communities. It is the collective ef-
fort of thousands of social entrepreneurs that
help make America a hopeful place.

There will be more work done after I'm
out of here, but we have laid the foundation
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for a successful effort against drug use, drug
supply, and helping those who have been ad-
dicted.

Thank you.

NoTE: The President spoke at 11:09 a.m. in the
Roosevelt Room at the White House. The Office
of the Press Secretary also released a Spanish lan-
guage transcript of these remarks.

Commencement Address at Texas
A&M University in College Station,
Texas

December 12, 2008

The President. Thank you all. Howdy!

Audience members. Howdy!

The President. 1 am thrilled to be back
in Aggieland. And it’s always an honor to be
introduced by the President of the United
States, especially when he’s your dad. And
how about mom? Mom, I've been meaning
to say this publicly for a long time: thanks,
thanks for the gray hair. [Laughter]

I congratulate the graduates of the Fight-
ing Texas Aggie classes of 2008, class of 2007,
the class of 2006—1I'd better stop. [Laughter]
Let’s just say that I hope there’s no one left
from when I spoke to the commencement
in 1998. [Laughter] If so, I hope you're walk-
ing out of here with a Ph.D. [Laughter]

I am grateful to the faculty and staff of
Texas A&M for their devotion to learning
and their example of scholarship. I appre-
ciate your outstanding president, Dr. Elsa
Murano. And I am glad to be with—[ap-
plause]—there you go. And I am glad to have
traveled from Washington today with three
fine Aggies representing Texas in the United
States Congress, Congressmen Chet Ed-
wards, Joe Barton, and Jeb Hensarling.

I am pleased to see so many of your fami-
lies and loved ones here today. While you
bled maroon, they bled a lot of green.
[Laughter] So please join me in thanking all
those whose support made it possible for you
to reach this proud day. [Applause]

There is one person who wishes he could
be here today, and that’s your former presi-
dent and America’s Secretary of Defense,
Bob Gates. You know, he’s got an excused
absence. It’s not like he’s over at the Dixie
Chicken. [Laughter] He’s traveling to the
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Middle East, consulting with our generals,
and showing his support for the men and
women of the United States Armed Forces.

When I asked Bob to be the Secretary of
Defense, it was clear how much he loved
Texas A&M. After all, he refused to come
to Washington until after he attended the
winter commencement. And I was even more
impressed when he insisted on standing dur-
ing the Cabinet meetings—[laughter]—
claiming he was the Twelfth Man. [Laughter]
One day, he explained it all. He said, “Mr.
President, I'm ‘red ass.””

I'll say this for A&M, you've got some
mighty fine traditions. Back in my day, I
think I would have enjoyed dunking my ring.
I would have loved to have taken Laura to
Midnight Yell. T especially like the traditions
around Reveille. Any time she barks during
a class lecture, everyone in the room is dis-
missed. God, I wish she had been there for
some of those press conferences. [Laughter]

This campus is home to solemn rituals that
demonstrate the strength of your bonds. In
playing of Silver Taps to honor fallen class-
mates, in the reunion of students and alumni
to read the roll call at Muster, and in wearing
of your timeless rings, you affirm a powerful
truth: Once an Aggie, always an Aggie.

Traditions like these are central to the
A&M experience. And so is academic excel-
lence, and all of you will benefit from your
rigorous courses of study. I suspect you'll also
find that some of your most important learn-
ing took place outside the classroom, in the
friendships you formed, perspective you
gained, and the things you discovered about
yourselves. When you leave this campus, you
will be well prepared for any endeavor you
choose. To those of you who have jobs lined
up, I—congratulations. To those not exactly
sure what comes next, I know how you feel.
[Laughter]

As our days in the White House wind
down, we’re going through a series of “lasts.”
I pardoned my last Thanksgiving turkey,
Laura decorated for her last Christmas in the
White House, and Barney bit his last re-
porter. [Laughter] Or at least that’s what we
hope. [Laughter]

This is also my last commencement ad-
dress as President. And it is fitting that it
takes place here in Texas, where I have been



