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than $40 billion in loan guarantees to put
these technologies to use.

We forged an international agreement
under the Montreal Protocol mandating
major cuts in refrigerants that are some of
the most potent greenhouse gases. We built
international consensus on an approach that
will replace the Kyoto Protocol with a global
climate agreement that calls for meaningful
commitments to reduce greenhouse gases
from all major economies, including China
and India.

With all these steps, we have charted the
way toward a more promising era in environ-
mental stewardship. We have pioneered a
new model of cooperative conservation in
which government and private citizens and
environmental advocates work together to
achieve common goals. And while there’s a
lot more work to be done, we have done our
part to leave behind a cleaner and healthier
and better world for those who follow us on
this Earth.

And now I'd like those who have been as-
signed the task of standing up here to join
me as I sign the national monuments.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:08 p.m. in Room
350 of the Dwight D. Eisenhower Executive Of-
fice Building. In his remarks, he referred to Vice
Adm. Conrad C. Lautenbacher, Jr., USN (Ret.),
in his capacity as Administrator of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration; and
Gov. Benigno Fitial of the Northern Mariana Is-
lands and his wife Josie. The Office of the Press
Secretary also released a Spanish language tran-
script of these remarks.

Statement on the Establishment of
the Marianas Trench Marine
National Monument, Pacific Remote
Islands Marine National Monument,
and the Rose Atoll Marine National
Monument

January 6, 2009

Ensuring Navigations Rights and
Freedoms, and the Global Mobility of
U.S. Armed Forces in the World’s Oceans

On June 15, 2006, I established the North-
western Hawaiian Islands Marine National
Monument, and on May 15, 2007, I in-
structed the U.S. delegation to the Interna-

tional Maritime Organization to submit a
proposal for international measures to en-
hance protection of the monument. On April
4, 2008, the International Maritime Organi-
zation adopted our proposal, and the Papa-
hanaumokuakea Particularly Sensitive Sea
Area (PSSA) was established.

On this occasion of the establishment of
the Marianas Trench Marine National
Monument, the Pacific Remote Islands Ma-
rine National Monument, and the Rose Atoll
Marine National Monument, I confirm that
the policy of the United States shall be to
continue measures established in the Papa-
hanaumokuakea Marine National Monument
to protect the training, readiness, and global
mobility of U.S. Armed Forces, and ensure
protection of navigation rights and high seas
freedoms under the law of the sea, which
are essential to the peace and prosperity of
civilized nations.

The security of America, the prosperity of
its citizens, and the protection of the ocean
environment are complementary and rein-
forcing priorities. As the United States takes
measures to conserve and protect the living
and non-living resources of the ocean, it shall
ensure preservation of the navigation rights
and high seas freedoms enjoyed by all nations
under the law of the sea, including in par-
ticular:

e The right of innocent passage in terri-
torial seas, without requirement for
prior notification to or permission from
a coastal state.

o The right of transit passage for ships,
submarines, and aircraft in straits used
for international navigation; a right that
may not be suspended, denied, ham-
pered, or impaired.

o The right of archipelagic sea lanes pas-
sage in designated sea lanes and air
routes, and passage routes normally
used for international navigation in
archipelagic nations.

o The exercise of high seas freedoms in
exclusive economic zones, including the
conduct of military activities, exercises,
and surveys.

The United States shall recognize and

apply navigation rights and freedoms under
the law of the sea when establishing marine
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protected areas, just as it did in the North-
western Hawaiian Islands Marine National
Monument and in today’s monument procla-
mations. The United States will exercise the
same rights and freedoms in similarly pro-
tected areas and waters of foreign nations.
In addition, the United States, through its
executive agencies, shall provide for the read-
iness, training, and global mobility of U.S.
Armed Forces in its establishment of marine
conservation areas.

Management of Submerged Lands

The Commonwealth of the Northern Mar-
iana Islands (CNMI) is the only United
States territory that does not have title to the
submerged lands beneath that portion of the
United States territorial sea that is within 3
miles of the coastlines of the CNMI. It is
appropriate that the CNMI be given the
same authority as the other territories. In
2005, my administration supported legisla-
tion that would have provided the CNMI
with such ownership, consistent with what
was granted to Guam, the Virgin Islands, and
American Samoa in October 1974.

My administration also recognizes, as was
recognized in 1974, the need to reserve Fed-
eral title in certain submerged lands, includ-
ing submerged lands for use by our Nation’s
military, which is moving forces to the area
from Okinawa, Japan. It is in the interest of
the security of our Nation to reserve the nec-
essary areas for national defense, while also
ensuring the people of the CNMI have the
benefit and enjoyment of the rights coming
with ownership of submerged lands out to
3 miles.

To this end, I have asked the Secretary
of the Interior to submit legislation that, sub-
ject to valid existing rights, transfers to the
CNMI the existing rights and title of the
Federal Government over submerged lands
within 3 miles of the coast of the CNMI,
consistent with that provided to Guam, the
Virgin Islands, and American Samoa, and I
urge the Congress to promptly pass such leg-
islation.

I have also directed the Department of the
Interior to develop legislation and proce-
dures for the management and administra-
tion of recovery of mineral resources in areas
of the Pacific, outside the monument, that

are not currently covered by existing offshore
mineral resource law, including authority and
procedures for obtaining royalties and assess-
ing fees and for revenue sharing, as appro-
priate.

Proclamation 8335—Establishment
of the Marianas Trench Marine
National Monument

January 6, 2009

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

Over approximately 480 nautical miles, the
Mariana Archipelago encompasses the 14 is-
lands of the United States Commonwealth
of the Northern Mariana Islands and the
United States Territory of Guam that sit atop
the Mariana Ridge in an area known as the
Mariana Volcanic Arc. The Mariana Volcanic
Arc is part of a subduction system in which
the Pacific Plate plunges beneath the Phil-
ippine Sea Plate and into the Earth’s mantle,
creating the Mariana Trench. Six of the
archipelago’s islands have been volcanically
active in historic times, and numerous sea-
mounts along the Mariana Ridge are volcan-
ically or hydrothermically active. The Mar-
iana Trench is approximately 940 nautical
miles long and 38 nautical miles wide within
the United States Exclusive Economic Zone
and contains the deepest known points in the
global ocean.

The Mariana Volcanic Arc contains objects
of scientific interest, including the largest ac-
tive mud volcanoes on Earth. The Cham-
pagne vent, located at the Eifuku submarine
volcano, produces almost pure liquid carbon
dioxide. This phenomenon has only been ob-
served at one other site in the world. The
Sulfur Cauldron, a pool of liquid sulfur, is
found at the Daikoku submarine volcano.
The only other known location of molten sul-
fur is on Io, a moon of Jupiter. Unlike other
reefs across the Pacific, the northernmost
Mariana reefs provide unique volcanic habi-
tats that support marine biological commu-
nities requiring basalt. Maug Crater rep-
resents one of only a handful of places on



