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within and beyond United States ju-
risdiction, the United States shall con-
tinue to collaborate with other gov-
ernments to ensure effective con-
servation and management; 

c. Seek to develop ways to address 
changing and expanding commercial 
fisheries in the Arctic, including 
through consideration of international 
agreements or organizations to govern 
future Arctic fisheries; 

d. Pursue marine ecosystem-based man-
agement in the Arctic; and 

e. Intensify efforts to develop scientific 
information on the adverse effects of 
pollutants on human health and the 
environment and work with other na-
tions to reduce the introduction of 
key pollutants into the Arctic. 

IV. Resources and Assets 
A. Implementing a number of the policy 

elements directed above will require appro-
priate resources and assets. These elements 
shall be implemented consistent with appli-
cable law and authorities of agencies, or 
heads of agencies, vested by law, and subject 
to the availability of appropriations. The 
heads of executive departments and agencies 
with responsibilities relating to the Arctic re-
gion shall work to identify future budget, ad-
ministrative, personnel, or legislative pro-
posal requirements to implement the ele-
ments of this directive. 

George W. Bush 

NOTE: This directive was released by the Office 
of the Press Secretary on January 12. 

Message to the Congress 
Transmitting Provision of Atomic 
Information to Bulgaria, Estonia, 
Latvia, Lithuania, Romania, 
Slovakia, and Slovenia 
January 9, 2009 

To the Congress of the United States: 
I am pleased to transmit to the Congress, 

consistent with sections 123 and 144 b. of 
the Atomic Energy Act, as amended (42 
U.S.C. 2153 and 2164(b)), the text of the 
Agreement between the Parties to the North 

Atlantic Treaty for Co-operation Regarding 
Atomic Information, including a technical 
annex and security annex (hereinafter collec-
tively referred to as the ATOMAL Agree-
ment), as a proposed agreement for coopera-
tion within the context of the North Atlantic 
Treaty Organization (NATO) between the 
United States of America and each of the 
following seven new members of NATO: the 
Republic of Bulgaria, the Republic of Esto-
nia, the Republic of Latvia, the Republic of 
Lithuania, Romania, the Slovak Republic, 
and the Republic of Slovenia, hereinafter the 
‘‘New Parties.’’ I am also pleased to transmit 
my approval, authorization, and determina-
tion concerning the ATOMAL Agreement 
with respect to the New Parties, together 
with a copy of the memorandum of the Sec-
retary of Defense with respect to the agree-
ment. The ATOMAL Agreement entered 
into force on March 12, 1965, with respect 
to the United States and the other NATO 
members at that time. The Czech Republic, 
the Republic of Hungary, the Republic of 
Poland, and Spain subsequently became par-
ties to the ATOMAL Agreement. The New 
Parties have signed this agreement and have 
indicated their willingness to be bound by 
it. The ATOMAL Agreement with respect 
to the New Parties meets the requirements 
of the Atomic Energy Act of 1954, as amend-
ed. While the ATOMAL Agreement con-
tinues in force with respect to the United 
States and the other current parties to it, it 
will not become effective as an agreement 
for cooperation authorizing the exchange of 
atomic information with respect to the New 
Parties until completion of procedures pre-
scribed by sections 123 and 144 b. of the 
Atomic Energy Act of 1954, as amended. 

For more than 40 years, the ATOMAL 
Agreement has served as the framework 
within which NATO and the other NATO 
members that have become parties to this 
agreement have received the information 
that is necessary to an understanding and 
knowledge of and participation in the polit-
ical and strategic consensus upon which the 
collective military capacity of the Alliance de-
pends. This agreement permits only the 
transfer of atomic information, not weapons, 
nuclear material, or equipment. Participation 
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in the ATOMAL Agreement will give Bul-
garia, Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, Romania, 
Slovakia, and Slovenia the same standing 
within the Alliance with regard to nuclear 
matters as that of the other current parties 
to the ATOMAL Agreement. This is impor-
tant for the cohesiveness of the Alliance and 
will enhance its effectiveness. 

I have considered the views and rec-
ommendations of the Department of De-
fense and other interested agencies in re-
viewing the ATOMAL Agreement and have 
determined that its performance, including 
the proposed cooperation and the proposed 
communication of Restricted Data there-
under, with respect to the New Parties will 
promote, and will not constitute an unreason-
able risk to, the common defense and secu-
rity. Accordingly, I have approved the 
ATOMAL Agreement with respect to the 
New Parties and authorized the Department 
of Defense to cooperate with the New Par-
ties in the context of NATO upon satisfaction 
of the requirements of section 123 of the 
Atomic Energy Act of 1954, as amended. 

The 60-day continuous session period pro-
vided for in section 123 begins upon receipt 
of this submission. 

George W. Bush 

The White House, 
January 9, 2009. 

NOTE: This message was released by the Office 
of the Press Secretary on January 12. 

The President’s News Conference 
January 12, 2009 

The President. Thank you. Tapper [Jake 
Tapper, ABC News]. We have been through 
a lot together. As I look through the room, 
I see Jake, Mike [Mike Emanuel, FOX 
News], Herman [Ken Herman, Cox News], 
Ann Compton [ABC News]. Just seemed like 
yesterday that I was on the campaign trail, 
and you were analyzing my speeches and my 
policies. And I see a lot of faces that travel 
with me around the world and to places like 
Afghanistan and Iraq and Africa. I see some 
new faces, which goes to show there’s some 
turnover in this business. 

Through it all, it’s been—I have respected 
you. Sometimes I didn’t like the stories that 
you wrote or reported on. Sometimes you 
misunderestimated me. But always the rela-
tionship, I have felt, has been professional. 
And I appreciate it. 

I appreciate—I do appreciate working 
with you. My friends from—say, ‘‘What is it 
like to deal with the press corps?’’ I said, 
‘‘These are just people that—trying to do the 
best they possibly can.’’ 

And so here at the last press conference, 
I’m interested in answering some of your 
questions. But mostly, I’m interested in say-
ing thank you for the job. 

Ben [Ben Feller, Associated Press]. 

National Economy/President-Elect 
Barack Obama 

Q. Thank you for those comments, Mr. 
President. Here’s a question. I’m wondering 
if you plan to ask Congress for the remaining 
$350 billion in bail money. And in terms of 
the timing, if you do that before you leave 
office, sir, are you motivated in part to make 
life a little easier for President-elect Obama? 

The President. I have talked to the Presi-
dent-elect about this subject. And I told him 
that if he felt that he needed the 350 billion, 
I would be willing to ask for it; in other 
words, if he felt like it needed to happen 
on my watch. 

The best course of action, of course, is to 
convince enough Members of the Senate to 
vote positively for the request. And, you 
know, that’s all I can share with you, because 
that’s all I know. 

Q. So you haven’t made the request yet? 
The President. Well, he hasn’t asked me 

to make the request yet. And I don’t intend 
to make the request unless he specifically 
asks me to make it. 

He is—you know, I’ve had my third con-
versation with him, and I genuinely mean 
what I say. I wish him all the very best. I 
have found him to be a very smart and engag-
ing person. And that lunch the other day was 
interesting—to have two guys who are nearly 
85, two 62-year-olders, and a 47-year-old— 
so kind of the classic generational statement. 

And one common area, in at least the four 
of us—we all had different circumstances 
and experiences, but one thing is we’ve all 
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