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Government can’t say to a lonely child, “T
love you.” That happens when a fellow Amer-
ican chooses to be more than just a citizen—
a self-serving citizen. It happens when peo-
ple understand that the definition of a patriot
today in America is somebody who’s willing
to serve something greater than yourself in
life.

That example came home most vividly on
Flight 93. It’s a story that I hope will remain
etched in the minds of our fellow Americans
and written in the history books of our coun-
try. I think it was a turning point of a culture
which used to say, “If it feels good, do it,
and if you've got a problem, blame somebody
else.” These citizens showed the strongest
sense of personal responsibility you could
possibly imagine. After all, they were on an
airplane thinking they were flying across the
country. They heard reports about what was
taking place on the ground. They told their
loved ones goodbye. They told them they
loved them. History will record that they said
a prayer. They asked for guidance. One guy
said, “Let’s roll.” They took the plane in the
ground to serve something greater than self
in life.

It’s a vivid example of what America must
realize in order to fight evil. In order to fight
evil, do some good. Love your neighbor like
you'd like to be loved yourself. Mentor a
child. Start a Boys or a Girls Club. Be in-
volved with Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts. Feed
the hungry. Find shelter for the homeless.

And that’s what’s happening in this coun-
try. No, the enemy thought that we might
file a lawsuit or two. But instead, they found
a determined nation, a nation which longs
for peace, and a nation which is willing to
work to save America one heart, one soul,
one conscience at a time.

There is no question in my mind that we
will succeed as a country. After all, we're the
greatest nation, the greatest nation on the
face of the Earth, full of the most loving,
hard-working, decent people.

Thank you all for coming tonight. May
God bless you all, and may God bless Amer-
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NotTE: The President spoke at 6:59 p.m. at the
National Building Museum. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Karyn Frist, wife of Senator Bill Frist;
entertainer Michael W. Smith, and his wife,
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Debbie; Ramzi bin al-Shibh, an Al Qaida opera-
tive suspected of helping to plan the September
11, 2001, terrorist attacks, who was captured in
Karachi, Pakistan; and President Saddam Hussein
of Iraq.

Remarks Following a Meeting With
Congressional Leaders
September 26, 2002

Good morning. We've just concluded a
really good meeting with both Democrats
and Republicans—Members of the United
States Congress—to discuss our national se-
curity and discuss how best to keep the
peace. The security of our country is the
commitment of both political parties and the
responsibility of both elected branches of
Government.

We are engaged in a deliberate and civil
and thorough discussion. We are moving to-
ward a strong resolution. And all of us, and
many others in Congress, are united in our
determination to confront an urgent threat
to America. And by passing this resolution,
we'll send a clear message to the world and
to the Iraqi regime: The demands of the U.N.
Security Council must be followed; the Iraqi
dictator must be disarmed. These require-
ments will be met, or they will be enforced.

The danger to our country is grave. The
danger to our country is growing. The Iraqi
regime possesses biological and chemical
weapons. The Iraqgi regime is building the
facilities necessary to make more biological
and chemical weapons. And according to the
British Government, the Iraqi regime could
launch a biological or chemical attack in as
little as 45 minutes after the order were
given.

The regime has longstanding and con-
tinuing ties to terrorist organizations, and
there are Al Qaida terrorists inside Iraq. The
regime is seeking a nuclear bomb and, with
fissile material, could build one within a year.
Iraq has already used weapons of mass death
against—against other countries and against
her own citizens. The Iraqi regime practices
the rape of women as a method of intimida-
tion and the torture of dissenters and their
children.

For more than a decade, the regime has
answered Security Council resolutions with
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defiance, bad faith, and deception. We know
that the Iraqi regime is led by a dangerous
and brutal man. We know he’s actively seek-
ing the destructive technologies to match his
hatred. We know he must be stopped. The
dangers we face will only worsen from month
to month and from year to year. To ignore
these threats is to encourage them. And
when they have fully materialized, it may be
too late to protect ourselves and our friends
and our allies. By then the Iraqi dictator
would have the means to terrorize and domi-
nate the region. Each passing day could be
the one on which the Iraqi regime gives an-
thrax or VX—nerve gas—or, someday, a nu-
clear weapon to a terrorist ally. We refuse
to live in this future of fear. Democrats and
Republicans refuse to live in a future of fear.
We're determined to build a future of secu-
rity. All of us long for peace, peace for our-
selves, peace for the world.

Members here this morning are com-
mitted to American leadership for the good
of all nations. I appreciate their spirit. I ap-
preciate their love for country. The resolu-
tion we are producing will be an instrument
of that leadership. I appreciate the spirit in
which Members of Congress are considering
this vital issue. Congress will have an impor-
tant debate, a meaningful debate, an historic
debate. It will be conducted with all civility.
It will be conducted in a manner that will
make Americans proud and Americans to un-
derstand the threats to our future. We're
making progress. We're near an agreement.
And soon, we will speak with one voice.

Thank you all for being here. God bless
America.

NoTE: The President spoke at 10:46 a.m. in the
Rose Garden at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to President Saddam Hussein of Iraq.

Remarks at the Corporate Fraud
Conference

September 26, 2002

Thanks for the warm welcome. Thank you
for being here. This is an important meeting
you're having. After all, over the past year,
high-profile acts of deception in corporate
America have shaken people’s trust in cor-
porations, the markets, and in the economy.
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A few dishonest individuals have hurt the
reputations of many good and honest compa-
nies and their executives. They've hurt work-
ers who committed their lives to building a
company that hired them. Theyve hurt in-
vestors and retirees who placed their faith
in the promise of growth and integrity. For
the sake of our free market, corporate crimi-
nals must pay a price.

Today I want to thank all of you, U.S. at-
torneys, senior prosecutors, FBI special
agents, senior Treasury and IRS officials, and
many others. I want to thank you for your
efforts. And T want to thank you for the
progress which is being made. Your mandate
is to root out crime from corporate America’s
boardrooms and executive suites. Your mis-
sion is to protect the rights and interests of
American workers and investors. And your
work is essential to our Nation.

I particularly want to thank Attorney Gen-
eral John Ashcroft, who is doing an excellent
job as our Attorney General. I also want to
thank Elaine Chao, the Secretary of Labor,
for her hard work.

I appreciate Harvey Pitt, who's the Chair-
man of the Securities and Exchange Com-
mission. He’s doing a fine job, as is Michael
Powell, the Chairman of the FCC, Jim
Newsome, the Chairman of the Commod-
ities Futures Trading Company—Commis-
sion.

Larry Thompson is in charge of the Presi-
dent’s task force to root out corporate fraud
as the Deputy Attorney General. Michael
Chertoff, the Assistant Attorney General of
the Criminal Division of the Department of
Justice, Jim Comey, U.S. Attorney, Southern
District of New York, and Debra Yang, U.S.
Attorney, Central District of California—I
want to thank them for being up here on
the stage with me. I want to thank them for
their fabulous leadership and doing what's
right for America.

Since the exposure of recent corporate
scandals, we have taken a series of strong
measures. The American people need to
know we're acting. We're moving, and we're
moving fast. The Securities and Exchange
Commission has hired 50 new personnel to
support their efforts to ensure that business
in America is open and honest—and to con-
front it when it’s not.
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