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Memorandum on FY 2009 Refugee
Admissions Numbers and
Authorizations of In-Country
Refugee Status

September 30, 2008

Presidential Determination No. 2008-29

Memorandum for the Secretary of State and
the Secretary of Homeland Security

Subject: Fiscal Year 2009 Refugee
Admissions Numbers and Authorizations of
In-Country Refugee Status Pursuant to
Sections 207 and 101(a)(42), Respectively, of
the Immigration and Nationality Act, and
Determination Pursuant to Section 2(b)(2) of
the Migration and Refugee Assistance Act,

as Amended

In accordance with section 207 of the Im-
migration and Nationality Act (the “Act”) (8
U.S.C. 1157), as amended, and after appro-
priate consultations with the Congress, I
hereby make the following determinations
and authorize the following actions:

The admission of up to 80,000 refugees
to the United States during Fiscal Year (FY)
2009 is justified by humanitarian concerns or
is otherwise in the national interest; pro-
vided, however, that this number shall be un-
derstood as including persons admitted to
the United States during FY 2009 with Fed-
eral refugee resettlement assistance under
the Amerasian immigrant admissions pro-
gram, as provided below. The ceiling shall
be construed as a maximum not to be exceed-
ed and not a minimum to be achieved.

The 80,000 admissions numbers shall be
allocated among refugees of special humani-
tarian concern to the United States in accord-
ance with the following regional allocations;
provided, however, that the number of ad-
missions allocated to the East Asia region
shall include persons admitted to the United
States during FY 2009 with Federal refugee
resettlement assistance under section 584 of
the Foreign Operations, Export Financing,
and Related Programs Appropriations Act of
1988, as contained in section 101(e) of Public
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Law 100-202 (Amerasian immigrants and
their family members):
Africa........... 12,000
EastAsia......... 19,000
Europe and Central Asia . . 2,500
Latin America/Caribbean . . 4,500
Near East/South Asia . . .. 37,000
Unallocated Reserve . . . . 5,000
The 5,000 unallocated refugee numbers
shall be allocated to regional ceilings, as
needed. Upon providing notification to the
Judiciary Committees of the Congress, the
Secretary of State is hereby authorized to use
unallocated admissions in regions where the
need for additional admissions arises.
Additionally, upon notification to the Judi-
ciary Committees of the Congress, the Sec-
retary of State is further authorized to trans-
fer unused admissions allocated to a par-
ticular region to one or more other regions,
if there is a need for greater admissions for
the region or regions to which the admissions
are being transferred. Consistent with sec-
tion 2(b)(2) of the Migration and Refugee
Assistance Act of 1962, as amended, I hereby
determine that assistance to or on behalf of
persons applying for admission to the United
States as part of the overseas refugee admis-
sions program will contribute to the foreign
policy interests of the United States and des-
ignate such persons for this purpose.
Consistent with section 101(a)(42) of the
Act (8 U.S.C. 1101(a)(42)), and after appro-
priate consultation with the Congress, I also
specify that, for FY 2009, the following per-
sons may, if otherwise qualified, be consid-
ered refugees for the purpose of admission
to the United States within their countries
of nationality or habitual residence:
. Persons in Vietnam
. Persons in Cuba
. Persons in the former Soviet Union
. Persons in Iraq
. In exceptional circumstances, persons
identified by a United States Embassy
in any location
The Secretary of State is authorized and
directed to report this determination to the
Congress immediately and to publish it in
the Federal Register.
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[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
11:30 a.m., October 6, 2008]

NoTE: This memorandum will be published in the
Federal Register on October 7.

Remarks Following a Briefing on the
Security Situation in Afghanistan

October 1, 2008

I want to thank General McKiernan for
giving me a briefing on Afghanistan.

Economic Stabilization Legislation

Before I talk about our visit, I do want
to say this: I appreciate Senator Harry Reid’s
leadership in the United States Senate when
it comes to the financial rescue plan. I also
appreciate Mitch McConnell’s leadership as
well. The Senate will be voting on a very im-
portant measure tonight. It’s a—the rescue
plan—the bill has been improved by rais-
ing—well, by other things, raising—tempo-
rarily raising the cap of—on FDIC insurance.

It's very important for Members to take
this bill very seriously. It’s important to get
credit flowing again so that small businesses
in our communities will be able to finance
their operations, so that local municipalities
will be able to get the money they need to
take care of the needs of local citizens, so
that States will be able to meet their needs.

It’s very important for us to pass this piece
of legislation so as to stabilize the situation,
so that it doesn’t get worse and that our fel-
low citizens lose wealth and work.

The Senate is going to take this bill up
tonight. I'm hopeful theyll pass it, and then
the House will have a chance to vote on it
Friday morning. As I say, the bill is different,
it’s been improved, and I'm confident it will
pass.

Situation in Afghanistan

General, thank you for coming. I appre-
ciate your service to the country. General
McKiernan is briefing me on the situation
in Afghanistan, what he is going to need to
make sure that we continue helping this
young democracy succeed.

Obviously, this is a situation where there’s
been progress, and there are difficulties.
There’s been progress when you consider the
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fact that millions of young girls go to school
that didn’t have a chance to go to school
before in Afghanistan. That’s incredible
progress. There’s progress when you realize
that health care needs are being met for the
first time in—around Afghanistan. There’s
progress when there are roads being built so
farmers can get product to market. That’s
progress.

There’s difficulties, of course, because kill-
ers can’t stand this progress. And the gen-
eral’s job is to work with, obviously, not only
our troops but the thousands of troops from
NATO countries there to provide the secu-
rity so the progress continues. And there’s
been some tough fighting, and we honor our
American troops who have sacrificed so that
Afghanistan never becomes a safe haven
again for extremists who would harm our citi-
zens.

We talked about the comprehensive strat-
egy necessary to succeed. I've announced
more troops for Afghanistan, and the general,
of course, is continuing to assess his needs.
But we also must make sure there’s a civilian
component that runs alongside our military,
that there’s good governance, and that there’s
aid programs that are effective and focused
on the people of Afghanistan, and that the
infrastructure progress continues to be made.

And so I want to thank you for your serv-
ice; thank you for your candid briefing, Gen-
eral. I want to thank your family as well as
all the other families who are standing by
the—those who wear the uniform, as this Na-
tion continues to defend her own security
and defend young democracies.

General, you and your troops are laying
the foundation for peace. You're making a
sacrifice today so that future generations of
Americans don’t have to worry about harm
coming from a place like Afghanistan, and
future generations of Afghans can grow up
in a hopeful society. And I'm proud to be
your Commander in Chief.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 3:01 p.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Gen. David D. McKiernan, USA,
commander, NATO International Security Assist-
ance Force, Afghanistan. He also referred to H.R.
1424.
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